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Town focus Rancho Santa Fe 

SCHOOL 
DAYS 

Educator has been 
at elementary 
school for 37 years 
ByP1tSt1in 

RANCHOSANTAFE-Called­
ucatorGlendaSumidaa"lifer." 

Nowinh.,r37thyearonstaff 
atRanchoSantaFeSchool,Sumida 
hasservedastheschoo\'sprincipal 
for13yean,-., 

Bcforethat,shetaughtatthcschool 
for22yearsandheadedthespecial 
projectsdepartmentfortwoyearsbe­
twecnhcrclass:roomandadministra­
tiveassignments. 

But Swnida's history at the school 
beganlongbefore~he started teach­
ing there 

Shewenttofourth,fifthandsixth 
gradeatRanchoSantaFeSchool 
whenitwa..~stillinthespacenowoc­
cupicdbythcRanchoSantaFcAsso­
ciation. 

Herteacherinallthreegradeswas 
Helen Ross, mother of~ Marion 
Ross,whoisprobab)ybcstknownas 
television mom Marion CunninJ;:ham 
onthesitcom"HappyDay;;." 

"Allthre,:gradeswereinonedas..­
room,andtherewcreonlyabout25 
students,"Sumidasaid. 

HerfamilylivedinRanchoSantaFc 
atthetime,butlatermovedtoCardiff, 
wheresheattendedEarlWarrenJu­
niorHighSchoolandSanOicguito 
liighSchool,bothofwh\chwcrc 
brandnewwhenSumidawasastu­
dent. 

Aft<:rgraduatingfromSanOicguito 
Hi.i;:h,Sumidawenttoworkasasecre­
taryatRanchoSantaFeSchool, 
whereshesaidshewasencouragedto 
cnrollinco!legeandgctatcaching 
credential.Sumidagraduatedfrom 
San Francisco State University. 

Whenshehadtheopportunityto 
tcachsccondgradcatthcschoolthat 
hadbeensuchanimportantpartof 
herlife,SumidawentforiL 

'"Someofthcsameteachcrslhadas 
astudentwerestillonthestaff,soit 
wasabigchangeformetostartcall­
ingthembytheirfirstnamesim;eadof 
'Miss'or"Mrs:,"Surnidasaid 

Overtheyears.Sumidahasseen 
majorchangesintheRanchoSantaFe 
community and school. For one thing, 
thcstudcntpopulationofthcschool 
thatteacheskindergartenthroURh 
eighthgradehasgrownfromless 
thantoo1on2 

"Whcnlstartcdteachinghere,Ran­
choSantaFewasstilllargelyaretire­
mentcommunity,butnowthereare 
manyyoungerfamilieswithchildren 
becauseRanchoSantaFeisawondcr­
fulplacetoraiseafamily,so 

llanchoSant,FeSchoolPrlnclpalGlendaSumidilQ0tilqrouphuqfromklnderqutenersattheschool.Shehasbebeen 
pr1nclpalfor13years.EduanloCon.trnw/Uni.o-n-1hbun, 

enrollment has g,-own," Sumida said. 
Hcrmissionasateachcrandprind­

palhasalwaysbeentoprovidestu­
dentswiththesupportandskillsthey 
needtosu=dbothacademically 
andinlife. 

Butshesayshermissionoouldnot 
havebeenaccomplishedwithoutthe 
supportofparenL~and districtSupcr­
intendentR. Roger Rowe, whoplans 
toretiresoon. 

"ltwillbeasaddaywhenhe 
le="Sumidasaid."He'sdoncafan 
tasticjob." 

Inadditiontoheradmirationfor 
Rowe'~leadenship,Sumidasaysthe 
kwlofcommunityintercstincduca-

tionandparcntalinvolvemcntiswhat 
makes Rancho Sama Fe School special. 

"Wehavealotofparentsupport," 
Sumidas.aid. "Parent~areveryinter• 
estedineducation.andthcygetin­
volved.Theyvoluntcerintheclass­
roomsandlibraryanddriveonfield 
trips.There'sal,soalotofcommunica• 
tionb<.-twcentheschoolandthepar­
ents,sostudentsgetalotofsupportat 
home.• 

lnaddition,theParent-TeacherOr­
ganizationfundssmallerclasssizes 
forfourththrougheighthgrade,spe­
cialprogramssuchaschoralmusic, 
fineart,instrumentalmusic,Spanish 
classcs,computcrlabandannual 

cvcntssuchasScicnceDiscover1eryOay 
andOceanWeek,whichfeatures-esstud­
iesofthenearbytidelandsandwlwet­
lands. 

Whenshe'snotbusyseeingtqthat 
everythingrunsrightatRanchohoSanta 
Feschool,Sumidaenjoysvisilin,tingB,tl. 
boa Park museums, going to th<lhe the­
atcr and taking longweekends ils in San 
Franclscowithherhusband,whwhois 
anarchitect. 

l'ltSttinisafree·lancewriterfromom 
Cardiff.DoyouhaveastoryideafQlforRan­
choSantafe?Contacthlllrin0'Nl'llnlat 
(760)476·8215orrobbin.oneallf1llf 
unionlrib.com. 

SPOTLIGHT For more information.cal] 
JodyBni.yat(S.'>8)756-1906 

forkirldergarte!le!"Slhrouqhslxth· 
qrad<>rsw~h<;ames.lood,movi..-;and 
h;ingingoutwlthfriend$.Ther,e,:t 
Kid'sNightoutwillbe6:30to10:30 
p.m.~ayTI.TherewiHalsobeo<>eJu<>e 
8.Thecostis$2Sperchildor$2(lper 

75(,.2444.l>:tl03. 

•"s,rtn,ir..i":TheHelen°'nWoodward 
a!.nimalCenterispl,lnnir'>Qits1ijsmhaw 
riualSprir'>Qfllr'>Qfund·ra~serlobeheld 
Ju11e9inlheFairbanl(sVill<l(illaqePla.1a. 
Thethemeis"ArabianNKjhl~$."lnfor 
mation,(858)756-4117.fat.',t350. 
e'foQilclass:Ayogaclassfc.s!oradutts 
wilhelptodevelop=ntentrationand 
fK,,ibil~y.Thec!assisfrom6m8:45tol0 
a.rn.~ondays, We-dnesdays"l;¥td!ridays 

TheR.anchoSantaFeR.e­
publicanWomenandthe 
Del Mar.Fairbanks 

RanchandGoldenTrlan.'(leRe­
pub\icanWomenwillhonorall 
militaryvctcransata"Salute 
To America" cv_cntMay ~4 at 

DATEBOOK 
•Plmninillllffllnt:TheSan[)ie<,iulto 
PlanniOQGroopwillmeet;,t6:45p.m 
lomorrowinthebo;JrdroomatFire 
StationOne.16936£/fueqo;lnforma 
l"on:(856)756-5971 

~~;111:;~hm~~ee: ~:~~5t~~ t1:iem!n 
rT11Jnitycentertoparticlpate.lnlorma· 
lion and membership registration; 
(858)756-2461 


