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Town focus Rancho Santa Fe

SCHOOL
DAYS

Educator has been
at elementary
school for 37 years

By Pat Stein

ANCHO SANT! Call ed-
ucator Glenda Sumida a “lifer.”
Now in her 37th year on staff
at Rancho Santa Fe School, Sumida
has served as the school’s principal
for 13 years.
Before that, she taught at the :thuol
for 22 years and headed the spe
b b i i b(~
twoen her classroom and administra-

tive
Bt Sumida's istory a the school
began long before she started teach-
ing there.
She went to fourth, ffth and sixth

cupied by the Rancho Santa Fe Aseo-
cati

Hec tachis ol throe grades viss
Helen Ross, mother of actress Marion

on the sitcom “Happy Days.”

“All three grades were in one class-
room,and there weré only about 25
students,” Sumida said.
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Her family lived in Rancho Santa Fe
at the time, but later moved to Cardif,
where she attended Earl Warren Ju-
nior High School and San Dieguifo
High School, both of which were
brand new when Sumida was a stu-

dent.

Aiter graduating from San Dieguito
High, Sumida went to work as a secre-
tary at Rancho Santa Fe School
where she said she was encouraged to
enrollin college and get a teaching
Sumida graduated from

sco State University.

When she had the opportunity to
teach second grade at the school that
had been such an important part of
her life, Sumida went for it

“Some of the same teachers I had as
astudent were still on the staff, so it
was a big change for me to start call-
ing them by thei mes insead of
‘Miss’or ! d

Overthe years, Sunida has seen
major changes in the Rancho Santa Fe
S e
the student population of the school
that teaches kindergarten through
cighth grade has grown from less
than 100 to 772

“When I started teaching here, Ran-

cho Santa Fe was still largely a retire-

e

ment community, but now there are

many younger tanilis vith hildren
F

Rancho Santa Fe School Prlnclpil Glenda Sumida got a group hug from klndelglneners atthe schnol She has begeen

principal for 13 years. £

lents with the support and skills they
need to succeed both academically
and in lfe.

But she says hermission could
have been accomplished without the
B e R
s
to retire soon.

vhen he

tas
In addition to her admiration for

Rowe's leadership, Sumida says the

level of community interest in educa-

's done a fan-

irdo Contreras | UnionTribune

tion and parental involvementis what
Rancho Santa Fe School special.

“We Have a ot of areat support”
Sumida said. “Parents are very inter-
gated in educaton, and they et in
volved. They volunteer
Y9haih an beacy and drive on Sld
trips. There's also a lot of communica-
tion between the school and the par-
ents, so students get a lot of support at
home,

{1g sddiion, the Or-

ich as Science Di

iscoveriery Day
Ocean Week, which features-es stud-
ies of the nearby tidelands and wi wet-

s.
When she’s not busy seeing th that
everything runs right at Rancho ho Santa
Fe school, Sumida enjoys visitinging Bal-
boa Park museurns, going to thethe the-
ater and taking long weekends ifs in San
Francisco with her husband, whwho is
an architect.

tion funds smaller class sizes
for fourth through lghth grade, spe-
cial programs sucl ral musi
Ve
, computer lab and annu

Pat Stein is a free-lance writer fromom
Cardiff. Do you have a story idea fos for Ran-
cho Santa Fe? Contact Robbin 0'Ne'Neal at
(760) 476-8215 or robbin.oneal@|@
uniontrib.com.
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Ranch and Golden Triangle Re-

publican Women vil honor all

military veteran:

‘To America” event May 24at

more

formation, call
Jody Bray at (858) 756-1906.
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