
tt.eaidenta ot tta.noho Santa Fe 
School District: 
Rancho Santa Fe, Calif. 

t·he m.ncho Santa .l"e ::ichool .Hoard has been endeavorin6 tor 
some time to settle the problem o:t a location tor holdine school 
tor the comin3 school year. 

The School l>iatr1ct owns a!)proximately ten acres ot land 
in Hlock 26 which was donated as a site tor a school buildine . 
Up to the first ot January 1930 the District was eettina the use 
ot the buildinc located in the Civic Center rent :tree. ::;ince 
January lat , 1930, the Viatriot has been paying ~100 . 00 per month 
rent. 

ultiantely the District will, of course , build on the site 
provided and oooupy its own aohool. The Board has been ende...,vor-

• ing, through the medium of public meetines, to aet an expression 
from the residents as to whether the·· desire the Board to proceed 
at this time with a proeram for a new building, or to rent the 
present buildin_a tor another yenr or two. '.l.'hese meetill:'1s have not 
been satisfactory in that attendance was poor a.nd the opinion of 
those present eeel.'led to be divided. 

'the .Board believes that the condi tiona and problems facing 
the l>istrict should be tu.lly explained and an expression of opinion 
ao~t in order that it may be 61'-ided by the will of the maJority 
of the people in takine; action on this problem of the present 
buildine-

To this end this letter has been prel)ared submitting to you 
the facts as the Board sees them. 

A yea.r aeo the Board enga3ed Mies Lilian J . Rice und Yr. 
IlBl!lmond lhitsett as archit6cte to prepare pli:ms. ► o r-1r onl.7 pre­
limina.ry f l oor plans and sketches have been requested and submitted 
and consequently coat estimates are somewhat v~~e . The Board has 
endeavored 1 however, to be conservative in its estiootea. and the 
architects are also conservative. It is believed that a l l the 
houairl,G facilities necessary for the next four or f'1ve years, to­
B8ther with playground facilities and landscapine, can be obtained 
at a maximum coat of 125,000. 00 with probabilities of a lesser 
cost. Thie would be raised by o. Bond Issue, bearirl,G 6$'& or less, 
and interest oould be 'U500 . 00, or lees, per year. 

Considerable neeotiation has ta.ken place tTith the owners of 
the present building for a satisfactory rental arran-:ement. The 
final proposal from the om1ers is tor a rent of )900 . 00 per year, 
the School Board in addition to assume all costs ot mintenanoe, 
ta.xes a.Ill upkeep. The occupancy of the buildine for the next year 
therefore would probably coat the District, based on last year ' s 



reoord or taxes and expense, approximately as f'ollomJ: 

Rental ot Buildine - per year 
Count7 taxes ( last year) 
Irrigatlon District Tax (last year) 
Aasooiation Tax (last year) 
Road Improvement c.a ... essment - estimated 
Bond lien $3353 . 00, interest at 6jl 
Repairs to buildiDBS and maintenance 

)900 . 00 
78 . 48 
32 . 95 
21 . 00 

201. 18 

ot grouma 
Total 150•00 ,1386. 61 

In addition to the above there will be a 
:turther expense to the school District by 
reason of the .tact that it the School uaea 
1ta own land in Block 26, the lan:l will be 
exempt from Irriea.tion D1str1ot t~, while 
it 1 t ia not used tor school purposes the 
School District muat l)ay the Irric;ation 
District tax, which la.at year was 101. 49 

Estinnted total expense to District if 
renting present buildine ,1488 . 10 

There are other factors to take into consideration ae:rore 
deciding this question. 

In the opinion of' the Board construction costs are at the 
present time the lowest for many years. It has been estimated that 
construction coats today are but 751, of' ooata provailina two years 
aeo. The Board is ot the opinion that thie condition ot low prices 
is temporary and that 1n aoother year or two coats will ao up to 
previous h1f;h levels. Therefore, if' advant~e is taken of present 
low prices, a so.vine of perhaps ~6000 or 37000 o:r princ ipa.l ex:pen­
di ture can be effected, ffllich would ale o mean a aa.v1IlG of' interest 
over a twenty year bond issue period of' $7000 or more. or a total 
closely approaching ~14,000.JO or 015,000 . 00 • 

.Another f'aotor uhich should be taken 'into consideration 1s 
the question of ea.f'ety for the school pupils. The buildiDB occupied 
at present is looo.ted 1n the center of the proJect, surrounded by 
streets, two of' which are main arteries. There is a concentration 
ot tra.f'f'ic at this point which in the opinion of' tho Board is a 
constant menace to the safety of the school children. no far, no 
serious accident ha.a occurred., but the safety of the children is a 
responsibility reati11G upon the Board and upon the votoro.a.s a 
whole. The new location was chosen primarily a.a one renaonably 
tree from th,semenace, am central to the District as a whole. 

ObJeotors to the Bond Issue brin.; up the f'ollo\11nB points: 
There a.re several vacancies 1n the Civic Center at the present 
time, which have a bad psyoholocrical effect upon the public. 31nco 



7 
it is unlikely that a tenant oou1d be tou.nd tor the School Building 
within the near f'uture, this effect would be emphasized. It is also 
pointed out that money paid out in renta1 would benefit present 
property holders at no additional expense to the District I while 
money paid out to bond holders would not benetit the present owners 
ot property. 

Some ohJeot to 1nourr1J18 a burden ot interest obl1c;at1on. 
The total ot the toresoing tabulation ot rental costs approximately 
equals the estimted interest charges. 

The Board has oaretully considered all those :taotors in the 
situation which are apparent to the Board and which have been brou;ht 
to their attention, a.nd it is the unanimous opinion of' the Board 
that the interests ot the taxpayers as a whole I and the interests 
ot the school children will be best served by the conatru.ction of 
a new building. 

The Board requests that you fill out the enclosed oard, sign 
o.nd mil to ura . L. L. Fox, Clerk of the Board. 

Respeottully 8ubm1tted, 

President. 

Clerk. 

Trustee. 

_J 
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