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GlcndaiSomidalnow,a 

:~:;~(:1RanchoSama 

She',1heprm,:ip;il 
Andit",nowonc:kr 
There aren't man>· pc,ople 

"ho can ,a) 1hey·,e e,pcri­
en,·ed 1hi, rural "'hool ,Ji,1ric1 
From as manydiffcrcnl po,i-
1ion1and for the kngthof1ime 
1ha1,ticha, 

Sumida kno" ,;,hat ii", lilc 
10 be a Rancho Sama re ,tu­
dcn1. Sheonce lin-.Jin Rarn:ho 
Santa h: and aHendcd the 
,chool hcr,elf in 1he founh. 
fif1hand,i,1h1i:radc, 

She kncm, whai',i1', like 
10 worl there. mo. After ,he 
i:'raduated from hi!!h ,chooL 
Surnidacameba,·kandworled 
foraycara,seacrnry in the 
admini-in:ui,coffi.-c 

\nJ1hccl'rtainl)kno"' 
"halit",likctotlca!l'a,:heral 
Ra1KhoSantaFcSchool 

Sumida acccpccd her ,cry 
fir.ttcachingpo,ilionin !964 

after graduating from San 
Praoci-.roSta1cUni,cr.ity. 

Shetaugh1forthe11cx121 
)Car, before 1110,·ing into 
adn1ini,tra1i,crolc,a11he 
school. In 1988. Sumida 
lx-came1~prm.ipal 

The Ran..-ho Santa Fe 
S{'hool i, UlllljUC. The d"lrict 
JCl"OllllllOdatc, the affluent 
Rancho Santa Fe and Elfin 
Forcstrnmmuni1ic,. hha~only 
667 student,. in grade, ~imkr­
gartcnthroughcighlh 

All 1hc ,w<lcnt, ancnd the 
onccampu,. k-.:atedju,1 out 
side the do"n1o"n Rancho 
Santa Fe Village 

!"hough the ,diool ",mall 
m,i;e. it",not,.hcntocome, 
to learning. The ,chool", !wo 
mo<lern <·omputer lah, 

equipp,..-dwith<lo1.cn,ofcom­
putcr, nccc<l, 1he lcarning 
fadlici<",ofnmrh larger public 
high....,hool, 

Yc11hc....,hool ,1illrc1ain,a 
<li,1inc1ruralcharac1crtha1 
matches 1he communi1y it 

.. We don"1 han" ,chut.>1 
hu,c,ora,choollunchpro­
gram."",ai<lSumi<la.·Thepar­
ents bring ,md pick their chil­
dren up. Peopl<.'feel ,crycom­
fonablcabomth.11 

··11·, safe. That",p;lnofli, 
ing in Ranch San1a Pe )'01.I 
hring)·ourchi!<lrentowhool 
an<lthc)·bringlheiro"'n,ack 
lunch. (The pareniq are on 
campu, so that gi,c u, ~ IOI of 
opporiuni1ie, to communicate 
"i1htheparcn1s 

""ll",becnlilc1ha1,inccl 
"'cn110,choolhcre.lthink 
thatha,al"ay,beenour 
,1rcngth.We"rca,·crycommu 
nity-oricn1ed,d100I. lt","on 
derfu1:· 

Wi1hancarccr1rad like 
Sumida·,. one "oukl 1hinl that 

<he had a career in education in 
mind all alon!'. H(mc,N. \hf' 
\aidthalwa.,n"ttllecascatall 

··1 "m,n"trcally ,urc "hat I 
wantc<l to Ile after high 
school.""sai<lSumida 

··sol"'orledherefora 
yearulllil thc<li,1ric1 ,upcrin 
1cnden1,ugge,1c<l1hatlgu 
baclm..._,t.o,;,lan<lgcta1each• 
ingcredential 

And looking bac·l. Sumi<la 
know, ,he made the righ! 
rnrcerchoicc 

""[ thoroughly l"njo}e<l 
teaching at Rancho Santa Fe 
School."" she said. ""I will ha"e 
tosay.1hough.1hefil"!>tyearof 
kindergar!cn was rather 

™"'"' ·'Myfir,1<lay. I thought I 
ha<llostit.Thcli<l,weregoing 
C\'erywht"re. They were like a 
b1gamncha.you"<lcapturcone 
comer an<l1henthe01herpart 
"'ould run oul the olh<.'r ,idc 
You could nncr g<-'t them all 
together." ■ 

Je(fr,._rlust,a 

;tt Rancho Santa h." School ,---------------------, 


