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Lilian Rice set Ranc~o Santa Fe's architectural stsle . 
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The San Dieso Union/Russ Gilbert 
1. This is a sketch of a desisn Rice made for a Rancho Santa 
Fe couple. Believins that a structure should blend into the 
]. a n d =· c a P e , R i c e o f t e n de '=· i ~! n e ' d h o u s. es. w i th s e 'v' e r a J. 1 e ,,.. e J. ·::: .• 
f~ice's work 1..ias infltJenc(~d i~,·:::! 1;'.l_g:<ican and S;::-;~ni·::.h colon:i.al 

s t ~: 1 e s • 2 • . 0 n e l a n d 111 ~ r k F: i c e d e ·;; i s r1 e d i n F: ;; n <::- h o S a ri t a F e w a "'· 

the villase sas station. It had adobe columns connected bs ~ 
SP an i sh ti 1 e roof, shelter ins a sins le r' (·?d ;::·urr1;::·. ~:i;. Thi.·:;; 1"1u:,1°·' 

w a s o r i s i n a l 1 ':::! de s i :c':l n e d i n 1 9 2 8 b ':::! F: i c 1'? a n d e v (·! n t : 1 a l l •,:; m 1'J •., i'-' : ·: 

i n th r e e S e Ct. i On·;; t O L O fll a S ·s ,HI t a F I~ [l r i 'v' e ;:;: n C: F' I.I "~ (' t C) !'j >.:' ~- :=\ I 1 i 
(F-13) 4. A colonn,3de and s.erie·:; ,Jf arci·1e·:; ch,:,r.~,.:t,-1r·i.:.: '.

1.?d !·, ,i,:., 

r e IT! ode l e d Sant a F e ho m e o r i 3 i n a 1 1 ':::! d es. i ,'3 n e d r, '::! L. :i. l i a r, F; i. ,::· 
1~ , 

who ought a long battle to receive her achitecture licens~ . 
l.J r i t i n g i n h e r Jo 1J r n a 1 i n 1 9 2 8 , she st a t e d t h ~~ t. a r c h :i. I:. e c t 1 .1 r ,,, 
mu s t b e as be a u t i f u l and s i m ::- 1 e as t he r " 1 r a 1 1 a r11·.:L:: r' a :.::• ,,? , 

(F-17) 5. Architect. Lilian Rice 
261 lines 
BUILDING. HISTORY, 

"With the thousht earls implanted in ms mind that true be~uts lies 1n 

simPlicit·::1 rather thr.=n ornatene·;s, r found real ,jo•::! at Ran::ho Sant ,3 F-~!1 • 

Lilian Rice wrote in an architectural Journal in 1928. 

"Evers environment there,• she continued, •calls for simPlicit':::! and beauts 
-- the Sorseous natural landscape, sent.ls broken toPoSraPh':::!, the nearb~ 
mountains. No one with a sense of fitness, it seems to me, co1Jld violat~ 
these material factors bs creatins ansthins that lacked simPlicits in line 
and form and color.• 

\ 

Working as the architect in charse of the Santa Fe Land ImProvement 
development srouP in the '20s and throuSh the late '30s, Rice virtualls 
set the style for architecture in the rollins hills of eucalsPtus Sroves 
that now contain multimillion-dollar estates, 
She desisned the venerable Rancho Sant.a Fe Inn, with its inviting 
courtsard and Patios~ as well as the en~agins cluster of tdobe buildin~s 
that. mark the com1T1Unit~ cent.e1', She also de£.iSned man\:: residence·:;;. -- "',OIT!f' 

outside the Rancho Santa Fe area~ but the maJorit~ amid the eu~al~Ptus and 
Sent.le rollin~ hills she Srew to love after establishinS an office at 
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Rice was the onls Prominent woman architect in the San Dieso area to hav e 
her own office and be lic~nsed in these earls sears. 
In Rancho Santa Fe esPeciall~, Rice created an architecture of true 
Southern California tradition steePed in California Spanish col onial 
heritase. Rice's buildinss here are marked b~ thick adobe-wall 
construction and red-tile roofs with colonnades and ~r a nd verand as on 
w h i Ch b Ou s a i n V i 11 ea Can r IJrJ w On de r f IJ l 1 s w i 1 d ♦ she C r· e 2: t e d F-· l a Ce s. C) f s l' 2 (: (?. 

and serenits, Sivins rise to the sensation that one is lookins a t 
somethins that has alreads vanished into the Pa s t, 
With the Passase of time, some of the architecture that Rice cre a ted i n 
Rancho Santa Fe houses has, in fact, vanished, It has often been 
bastardized throush Pearls desi~ned remodels, P~ssases of ProPert s 
ownerships and s ubdivision of larse ranch acre a se into sm a ller P l o t s . 

When one wealth~ couple Purchased a Rice house recentl s in Ranch o Sant 2 
F e , i t h a d become a s o v e r be a r i n s as Gos 2: • T he h o iJ s e , a t w Cl - =· t c;; r ~· d (.I P l l. i ,··, =i 
of about 6,000 sauare feet on three acres lushls over~rown with t r~ es 2n1i 
flora, had been moved some sears aso from its orisinal s ite no t f a r ~~as , 
Survivins the move in three sections, it was resurrected in th e seconrl 
location with the front and back switched. The lens c o lonnade an d se r ies 
of arches that Rice had created as the Sraceful entr~ at the fro n t o f th e 
house was turned to the rear. An attempt had been made to create a new 
front entrance b~ installins a Pair of doors in a small alcove. In 
Proportion to the larse-scale facade, the new front entr~ look e d l i k e i t 
had been desisned for the estate mouse. 

[I b vi o 1J ·:; l ·=~ , then , none of th i s J w-: ta Po s i t i on had w c.n k e d v e T":-J we 1 l , b ,.1 t w h ,~ r, 
the Del Mar architectural firm of Architura was called uPon to ma k e 
improvements on the house, the~ knew thes couldn't start bs Pro posi ns the 
whole residence be Jacked UP and wheeled around. 

"We were aware,• said Architura architect Victor James Dominelli, 
the colonnade at the rear of the house would remain a s it was. It 

• 'i:.h ,:;, t 
1 (·? ~3 d t ,:J 

a door and interior that was avers dark, low and heavs kind o f s pa ce. W2 
wanted to manipulate lisht into this space and create a feelin s f or 
transParencs of access throush the house,• 

\ 

The solution was to cut a~ interior wall, which faced the front e n t rs, 
down halfwa~ to let lisht filter into the entrance area from the up stai r s 
windows, 
Overall, the ProJect involved a maJor remodel; the house was entirel~ 
sutted and debris filled si:-: dumps.ters. Double French door·:; wiJh f :i.:<('.?: :1 
side lishts were installed in several rooms. New windows~ rePlic a tins t he 
Paned slass windows in the orisinal, were added. 

Essentialls, Dominelli exPlained, •we didn't remodel from olri Plans i n a n 
attempt to restore ever~thinS as Miss Rice had desi~ned it. The Pl a n s w~ 
did have access to were actualls not accurate enoush to ~o off of. Ou r 
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aims were to re-space Plan the house to the client's reauests and mak~ 1, h ~ 
best response at all Possible to the siven architecture.• 

R i c e de ·;; i s n e d th e h CJ u s e i ri 1 9 2 ,'.3 f o r H • G , L a r r i c k , t h i:'.? No r t h C o I rn t ~ 1 u ,ri i::i (:~ ,, 
kins. It orisinalls was built on La Flecha at the north end of the ci v i c 
center. Carl Cato, a real estate entrepreneur in Rancho Santa Fe wh o fo r 0 

while bousht, built and moved houses in the area like Pieces in a che ss 
Same, situated it on the Present site several miles we s t o f Puer t o de l 
Sol, Like mans Rice houses, the Larrick home was rectansular~ l o n ~ ~nd 
ramblins rather than wide or sauare. Rice believed that a s tructure s h o u ld 
blend in the landscape and to accomPlish that she often d esisned h o us e s 
with several levels, 

An earls environmentalist and nzturalist, Rice followed the ide a s o f t he 
1 orsanic 1 architecture of Frank Llc~d Wri~ht. Rumor h a s it th~t she 
e n co 1J n t e red t he r en own e d a r ch i t e c t i n the s 1J m me r o f 1 9 2 8 w h e n h e l i -..· e d 
briefls in a La Jolla beach cottase and visited Rancho San t a Fe, wh ere 112 
and his last wife were married at the Inn. 

Whatever, Rice faithfulls disPlased a Sift from Wrisht in her offi c e -­
Plaaue statins one of the architect's beloved aphorisms! 1 A do c tor ca n 
burs his mistakes; an architect can onls advise Plantins vines,• The 
PlaGue now sits on a fireplace mantle in the Rancho Santa Fe home of 
Marion Lindburs, who arrived when the inn had the onl~ electricits in t h e 
area and the onlY telePhone was to be found in the Land Improvem e nt 
office, 

"Very few houses had been built when I came out (from the East) in 192 6, " 
recalled Lindburs, who was then a souns woman recentls ma rried, "T h~ r ~ 
were no Paved roads and onls the inn and a row of buildinss in the 
villase. Lilian had her office there, I had one babs an d she be ca me llk e 
mother, confessor and friend to me because I could so Pu s h the babs bu ~~s 
to her office and sit and talk for hours ..• San Dieso was a Ions dri~e 
over dirt roads two hours away,• 

Of the more than a dozen Rice-desisned Rancho Santa Fe re s idence s bu i lt i n 
1927, one is the house that LindGuist and her late husband, Art~u r 
L i n db 1J r s , moved i n to on P as e o D e l i ,c i as , 

"She had love for art and beauty and wanted to share it,• LindGui s t 
continued. 'Our house was beautifulls Planned, sittins on toP of 2 hill 
with three doors and larse windows on the scenic side.• 

This Particular Rice house burned in 1943 as a huse fire swept throush th e 
ranch, Others lost entirely to po s terits includ e the C. Everett e Smith 
residence at Mimosa and Laso Lindo that became t h e Wishins Well Mo t e l and 
was torn down in 1971; the Brisss Keck residence on La Fl e cha (a l s o t or ~ 
down) and the Frank Burnab~ residence on Fremontia ( torn down a s well ) . 
The Rancho Santa Fe Elementary School that Rice desi ~ned was built tn t h8 
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villase in 1931 and also has been obliterated. Another landmark bs Rice 
and no lenser in operation, of course, is the memorable villa~e Sas 
station. The station consisted of two stalwart adobe columns connected bs 
a Spanish-tile roof and franked bs larse built-in Planters cascsdinS witti 
vines. A sinSle red Pump stood under the tile roof between the columns, 

Of the mans residences that Rice desisned in Rancho Santa Fe onls two, th,~ 
the Georse Christiancs house on El Mirador and the Charles Pease home on 
Las Cuestas, have remained· in the same famils, And conseauentls, neither 
has seen as much alteration, 

"Some of the houses have chansed so much that ~ou can scarcels recosnize 
them~• observed ReSinald Clotfelter, lonstime Rancho Santa Fe realtor wh0 
1 i v e d i n th r e e R i c e - d es i s n e d ho 1.1 s e s th T' o us h t he '::! e 2: rs a n d ~" i l', h h i s. '==· c I": 1 

Tom, came to own two of them as Part of the continuins passin~ ?~r~de of 
ProPerts ownershiPs, Clotfelter has resided and worked in Rancho Sanla Fe 
since 1931~ when he became the resident realts representative of the Sant~ 
Fe Land ImProvement Co. He recalls Rice as avers businesslike Person who 
mixed little with the communit~. 

But, he continues, 'there was a nice feelins in all of the houses she 
created, Thes had lovins work Put into them.• 

One of the maJor ProJects Rice undertook in Rancho Santa Fe was a remodel 
of the historic 1830 adobe built by Juan Maria Osuna, the alcalde to whom 
the Mexican 1overnment ~ranted the vast San Die~uito Rancho that became 
Rancho Santa Fe, It was owned at the time bs Bins Crosbs. Rice redid the 
house with a red-tile roof Patterned after the Earls Mission stsle. 

In all her work, recalled Sam Hamill, who worked in Rice's office 2s an 
aPPrentice earls on before establishin~ himself as an architect in San 
D i e s o , • L i l i a n a v o i d e d .~ r c h i t (~ c t u r a 1 s t ·=: 1 1:? s o f t.. h e t i r., e , P a r t i c I.J ]. 2 r· 1. ·,:: +. h (·:! 
Spanish architect~re beinS done in Los Anseles and Pasadena, She was not 
doins Spanish architecture1 but architecture influ,2nc(:?d b~: ti'H? /·ie:-,ic,cn ;:,,1-11.1 

Spanish colonial stsles. 

"The houses followed the Southern California tradition derived from the 
~s~~ P~riod of California 2nd the s~1uthwest. Th•?.'::! u·:;1:?d adoi:ie-w.,::11 
co~uct1on reinforced with concrete lintels and belt courses -- Sood 
buildinss, but not ballshoo ~sPes of buildinss,• 

Rice was born in National Cits in 1888. Her father, Julius Rice, was a 
leadins educator in National Cits and San DieSo, Her mother had artistic 
talent and did Paintinss, Lilian Jenette Rice Srew UP in a multisabled 
Victorian house at 740 E. Second St., her father encoura~ins her educ8ti011 
and her mother her artistic sense. She enrolled at UC Berkeles and bec3me 
one of the first women to sraduate from it·:; newl·::1 ,?·:;t::>.bli=:.h,~d School of 
Architecture. The sear was 1910 -- not exactls a Sreat one for women 
intent upon careers in architecture. But Lilian was Persistent, She had 
studied at Berkeles under an impressive SrolJP of architects associated 
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with the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris, Their impact of ideas upon her was 
~reat, alons with that of the then-develoPins Bas Area stsle of rustic 
wood architecture besinnins to predominate in the San Francisco area as 
well as the Pacific North~est. 
Rice returned to San Dieso to work somewhat obscurels as a draftsman and 
t,2acher for several ·~ears. In 1922, she landed a ,job a·:; a drafts.;r,an in th,=.:, 
office of Reaua and ~?ckson, then the Prominent firm in San Dieso, Reaua 
and Jackson put their new emPloYee in charse of their operation in Rancho 
Santa Fe, turninS a 14-mile tract of eucalsPtus-covered land into a series 
of small •sentleman's ranchos" for the developer, namels, Santa Fe Land 
Improvement, a division of the Santa Fe Railroad, 
When Rice arrived in Rancho Santa Fe there were few buildinss besand a 
couPle of real estate offices. But there was lots of landscape, Much of it 
was filled with 3 million eucal~Ptus trees that had been Pl2nted bs the 
railwa~ in hopes of a crop for railroad ties, But the trees didn't work 
out for ties and the railwas had made the decision to oPen a devel0Pm211~ 
office and subdivide the land. A number of Rice's first clients wer~ 
PeoPle from the East who had come to California to oversee the development 
for the railwas, The houses she desisned far them, now 2arl of huse 
estates · in Rancho Santa Fe sell in~ for millions cf dollars, were built for· 
less than $20,000 each, 

Rice PromPtls brousht a number of talented soun~ aPPrentices into the 
office, amens them, Hamill and Llosd Ruocco, both who later moved int □ 

their own Prominence as San Dieso-area architects. 

Rice knew a lot of People socialls, but moved mostls in a small circle □ f 

close friends, She never married. 

Rice is recalled bs Elinor Frazer, one of her friends and at one ti0e 
ver•=: ·=1ouns draftsman herself in th,=: r:ice offic,?, Now retii'ins from h:,?r OL,11 

architectural desisn work and residins in a small house in Mission Hills, 
Frazer was a student at San Dieso Hish School in the earls '20s when si10 

first became enthused about architecture. Her inspiration was Lili~n Rice• 
then teachins at San Dieso Hish and cuttins auite a fiSure in tow~ despite 
her senerall~ auiet nature. 

"She'd drive down Hishland Avenue on the was to her Parent3' home in 
Nat i on a 1 C i t ·~ i n a s r e a t w h i t e r o a,d s t e r w i t h th (·? to P down a n d lH? " ·=.=. c a r f 
flsins in the breeze,• Frazer said, "She wasn't realls Prett~, 
blonde and attractive and ~ou could tell immediatels she was a 
character. I would dream, 'Oh, to be an architect!' She c3lwas ·=· 
she'd stepped out of a bandbox. She dressed for each occasion, 

r=-er·:;on 
looked 

office almost alwass wore a lens, simPle, shirt tsPe of dress rnarle of 
striped silk," 

Rice invited Frazer as a student aPPrentice into the Rancho Santa F~ 
office in 1924, 

like 

Rice actualls fousht a lons battle to set her own architectural license, 
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reportedly encounterins difficulty because a member of the state board 
aPProvinS licensees OPPosed the notion of women in architecture, Finalls~ 
in 1931, she received a license. It was issued, ironicall~, after the bulk 
of her work markins her m~ns contributions to San Dieso-area architecture 
alread~ was finished. 

As in most architectural firms, Rice's work dropped off durins the 
DePression. She continued to desisn some homes in Rancho Santa Fe as ~ell 
as in La Jolla and other areas of San Dieso, accumulating a repertoire of 
at least 60 extraordinary buildinss~ A maJor one is the Rice Elementar~ 
School in Chula Vista, named after her, And, of course, the Zl2c Rowins 
Club of which she was a veteran member, Rice completed the desi~n for the 
Zlac clubhouse in 1932; as a tribute her Portrait has been huns in the 
clubhouse since, showin~ Lilian in one of a few Poses taken durin~ her 
life in which she looks entirel~ vamp~; she wears a black lace dress and 
holds a white fan in a coauettish Pose, 

On Dec. 22, 1938, a mssterious traSed8 struck Lilian Rice Just as she 
could have been movins toward new heishts in her architectural c2ree1· st 
the ase of 50, For some time, Rice had suffered from stomach Problems an d 
had taken medication, always carefully watchins her diet. She was 
convinced she was dsins of stomach cancer althoush there was no medical 
evidence to support it. On the nisht of Dec. 21, si,e had dinner with 
friends and dined on a steak, one of the foods she normalls avoided. Ti1dl 
nisht and early the next da~, she had severe stomach Pains and thou~;1t the 
cancer was finally takins its toll. She put her papers in order in her 
Rancho Santa Fe office and residence and died that late December da~. Whe n 
doctors diasnosed the cause of her death they found it was due to a 
ruPtured aPPendix -- somethins that could have been treated if Rice ha,i 
onlY sousht it, 

Mans of Rice's PaPers, sketches and drawinss are now in th~ archives of 
the San Dieso Historical Society. Lucinda Edds, head of the historical 
archives at the Villa Montezuma, r;centls used the earls San Dieso 
architect as the subJect for a maJor master's thesis at the Unive rsit~ 
San Dieso. Not lons aso Rice was amens a select number of architects 
featured in Susana Torre's book, "Women in Americ3n Architecture: A 
History and ContemPorars Perspective.• Gradualls~ the vernacular 
expression that she made for the Galifornia Mission or SPanish cal0ni~l 
heritase in Southern California is becomins more and more acknowled~ed, 
Particularly as it was reflected in her Rancho Santa Fe buildinss of ti,0 
'20s. But while the leSacs linsers, it also is all too unfortunatels 
becomin~ lost, 

**END OF STORY REACHED** 


