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Carption? 1. This is a2 sketch of z design Rice made for =2 Ramncho Sant
Fe couple.  Believind that 3 =+ructure should bland
landscarer Rice often desizred houses with severasl
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Rice’s work was 1ﬁT1UEHC@d|m5tLJQ£EiL~ﬁd Serapisn colanmial

stulec, 2. One landmark Rice designed in Rzncho Rants Be Wes
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Hezdlirne? lLilian Rice set Ranctho Samnts Fe’s architectursl zstule
:
4
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the willege gas station, It had adobe columms conneched b=
Sranish tile roof: sheltering & sinsgle red fumer,. 3. Thiz Howe
was origfinally desidgned in 1928 bw El&e arid eventuyslly mmweﬁ
ir tmree sections to Lomess Sarta Fe lirive zpc Fisrhs 1

(FE=12) 4. & collanm=fs 'amd copgies of  oraiies nheRp- im0
remodeled Santzs Fe home OPl?lﬁcll decigned ne Lilian Rice:
W ousht a2 larpdinsttle ta receiy ner acnitectuyre licensw.

=7 -T! i

Writing in her Jdournel im 1928 she steted that srchi @
must be 3s beautiful and simele 35 the matural 1
(E=12) .85, frchitect lilisn Rice
Starg Lenstn! 2581 lines
Kegwords? BUILTIING., HISTORY.,
'Hi¢n the thought ezrly imelanted in me mind that true peauts lies in
implicity rather then ornatenesss [ found real Jow at Rancho Santas Fas®
Llllan Rice Wwrote 1n an architectursl ournal im 1928,
*Every environment theres® she conbtinueds "calls for simelicitw ceauyt:
-=- the sorgeous naturzl landscaresr sently broken torosSrarnus azrihy
nountezins. Mo one with 2 sense of fitnesss it seems to mes could violate
these material factors by creating anuthing that lacked simelicits inm line
amd form and colaor.'
Working as the architect in chardge of the Sants Fe Land Imrrovement
develorment drour in the 7205 and throush the late ‘305« Rice virtuszllw -
set the stule for architecture in the rolling hills of eucelurtus Hroves
that rnow contain multimilliorn-dollar estates.

irvi b

She desisned the vemerabhle Rancho Szrntzs Fe Inns u3+h
te adnnc pillainss

caurteard and ratioss 35 well as the engading clus he o
Lhat matk the communits center, She azlso Hdecidned marnd ro: B
outside the Rancho Santa Fe arear but the madoritwe amid thm e lurtuys 2o
gentle rollinsg hills she grew to love after estehlishing an office at

its
nl
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Faseo Delicias and Lz Granzda., 2ims were to re-srace Rlan the house to the client’s recuests znd maks bLhe
nest resronse at =11 rossible to the givern architecture,"

Rice wes the only rrominent women architect im the San Diesao ares to hewve

ner own affice and he licensed inm these earlw wears, Rice desisned the howuse ir 1928 faor H.G. lLarricks the North Courte lumber

In Rancho Santas Fe esrecisllusy Rice crested an architecture of true king, It originallyg wes built on La Flecha at the rmorth end of the civic

Southern Californis tradition steered in Cazlifornia Sranish colonial center. Carl Catos & resl estate entrerrensur in Rarncho Santa Fe who faor 2

neritzge, Rice’s buildinge here are marked hu thick zdobe-wall whnile bowusnty puilt and moved houses in the ares like rioces in a8 chess

construction and red-tile roofs with colorrades arnd srand versndaz an damesy situsted 1t on the sresent site severzl miles o

Wwhich mouSalnv1llea"E=n’Fﬁn wondertully wild, She crezted rlacec of graea Sol., Like menw Rice howusess the Larrick home was rec S

arid ”EFEﬁlt glving rise to the sensation that one is logkins =2t reami2ling rather then wide or square. Rice believed &t 2 rurturm Siaid Lo

zomething tnat nae slreaedy vanished into the sact. nlend in the landscare and to sccomrlish that she often deavénvu oS es

With the rassadge of timer some of the architecture thet Rice created ip with sewverasl levels.

Remcho Sants Fe houses hass in fTacts vanished., It has oftern heen

pastardized throusgh roorle desidred remodelss rzssases of srarertu An early environmentazlist and meturalisty Rice followed the idess of Lha

ownersnirs end subdivision of larse ranch ascreadge into zmaller mlats, forsanicl srchlitecibure aft Epaont | Iatad Wpisst B Ranor ias 1t tnat =he
encountered the renowned architect in the summer of 1928 wnhnen he lived

When one weslthw courle rurchased & Rice house recentlw im Rarmocho Sarbae priefle in a8 La Jolls bDesch cottase and vwisited Rancho Santa Fer whers he

Far» it had become a5 overbesring zs Gowa., The houser a two-story dwellips and nis last wife were married st the Inn.

of about 6,000 scuare feet on three zcres lushl= oversrouwn Wwith btrees ano

florss had been moved some wears ad0 from its origimal site mobt Far zwaw.

Surviving the move in three sectionsy it was resurrected in the secord Whatevers Rice faithfullu disrlawed 3 #ift from Wrisht in her office --

locstion witn the front and back switched. The long colonmade znd seriss #laque stating one of the architect’s beloved arhorizms? 'A Fiaienrioig el

af srches that Rice had created ss the graceful entre 2t the framt of tha bury his mistskess am architect can omle advise rlambting vimnes.,' The

nouce Wwas turned to the rear. An sttemrt had beern made to creste 2 new #laaue now sits on & firerlace mantle in the Rancho Szntz Fe haome of

front entrance by instzlling 3 rair of doors in 2 small 3lcove. In Marion Lindburds who arrived when the inm had the only electricite in tie

rrorortion to the large—-scale facades the niew front entry looked kel ut arez and the onle telerhone was to be foumd inm the Land Imrrovenent

had been designed for the estate mouse. office.

Obviousl=s therns mone of this Jusxtarosition had worked verw (Rl e *Vere few nouses had heen built when I came out (Ffrom the Ezst) inm 1924,

the el Mar architectursl firm of Architurs wes czlled uron recalled Lindburd:, who was therm 2 Houng woman recentls married. "Thers

imrrovements on the housey thew krnew thew couldn’t start be » i bhe were no reved roads and onlw the inm and & row of buildinss in the

whole residence he Jacked upr and wheeled arcund. villase., Lilian had her office there, [ haed one habye ord she bhecame like
motners confessor and friend to me because I could Zo rush the baby bus

"We were aswares' said Architurs architect Victor Jemes DNomimelli sl to ner office and sit and talk for hoiurs ... Szn Dieso was & lofns drive

is i
the colonnade 3t the resr of the house would remaim a5 it was., I aver dirt rosds two hours zway,"
& door and interior that was = vere dark: low amd heave kind af
Wwanted to manirulate lisht into this srace armd coreaste 2 Feelims 0f the more tham & doren Rice-desisred Rarcho Santa Fe rezsidences builbt i
transrarency of access thnroudh the house,® 1927y one is the howuse that Lindeuist and her late hushands Art

: Lindburgs moved into on Faseo Delicias.
The solution was to cut am interior walls which faced the frort ent
[ B ng)

down halfwswe to let lizht filter into the entramce area from the urstairsz She had love for art

and besuty and wanted to shaere it:*' Lindouist

Windows. : continued, *Our house was beautifully rlanneds citting on tor of 2 hill
Overalls the rrodect involved 3 mador remodel’ the house was entirelw with three doors and larse windows orn the scenic zide."
gutted and debris filled six dumesters, [Double Fremch doors with fived
zide lishts were installed in several rooms. New wWindowss rerliczbimg the This rarticular Rice house burned in 1943 3s z huse fire swert Lhroush Lhe
raned s2lses windows in the aorizinals were added. rancih. Others lost entirely to rosteritw imclude the C. Everstie Smith

residence at Mimosas and Lago Lindo that became the Wishing Well Mnlal EXT
Essentizllzs Dominelli exrlzirmeds "we didm’t remadel from old slane i; i wes torn down in 19271% the Rrisss Keck recidernce aon Lz Flacha ¢ w Earh
attemrt to restore everzthing 25 Miss Fice had desizmed it. The =lams we down) and the Franmk Burnabe residence on Fremontiz (torm down 225 wall?d,
did have access to were actuzlle rmot zccurate erncush to so off af. Our The Rancho Santa Fe Elementarw School that Rice desisned was built im Lhe
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villase in 1231 2nd 3ls0 hss peen ohlitersteds Another landmarh
and no lomger in crerstions of courses is the memorable village

station: Theststion comsicsted of tho stslusrt =ddhe colimns csnﬁe'%ﬁd [
2 Srenisa=tiles paafe arnd Plonked bo larde huilt-im =lantbsrs cascadir il
vimes. A single red rume stood under the tile roof between the ro}umﬁ%,

0f the menw residences that Rice desidned in Rancho Sznta Fe anly tuwas Lhs

the Georsge Christiznce house om El1 Mirasdor and the Charles Feazse home an
Les Cuestasy have remeined in the same famile. And consenuentl meither
nas seen 2s much alteration.

"Some aof the houses nave chendged =0 much thaet wou can =scarcelw recusnize
thnems "

lived in three Rice-desismed houses through the wvears and wilth his sorms

Tomy came Lo oun tWwo of them =25 rart of the continuinsg psssing sarade af

Frorerts ouwnershirs, Clotfelter has resided and worked in Rancho Santa Fe
since 1%231: whem nhe became the resident reslits resresentative of the Sants
Fe Land Imfrrovement Co, He reczlls Rice 2z 2 verd businesslike Far=on Wwihno

mixedg little witn the commumnitu.

onoserved Redimzld Clotfeltersy lonsgtime Ramcno Sznts Fe reasltor who
o i
i

Bittinelcagntifnlesy @ thore wee 2 irnice feeling indald af itne Housas She
crested,. ilnes ned laoving work =ut into tnem.!

Bre of the mador FroJects Rice undertook in Rancho Samts Fe wes 2 remode]
aof the historic 1830 3dobe built by Juam Maris Osunsy the aleczslde Lo uwham

the Hexican sovernment Sranted the vast San liesuito Rancho thnet hecame
Ramchag Santa Fe, It Wwss owned 3t the time by Ring Crosh Bl Eml el o St
nglusewitn 2 rted-tile roof mstterried sfter tne Earle Higﬁion ahwle,

Inm a3ll her works reczlled Sam Hamills e workad in Ricels office 55 &n
arrrentice early on pefore establishinx nimz=elf as¢ an arcnitect in
Iiesay 'Lilizmn avoided architectural stules of tne times rarticul
Seranisn architecture neing done in Los Amsgeles and Fessadens. She

doind Sranisnh architectures hut architecture influsnced bw the

Sranisn colonisl =tUIe=.

gl ol e Al

*The houses followed the Southern Califormis tradition derived from the
Missilan reriod off Calidfornis and the Houbhuﬂ} e Thew used adobe-wszall

T —————— ol R s . :
corietrdction itelnTorcen With cancrete limtels apmd belt caoilrses == 2n0d
puildinzgsy but not bsllznoo t=res of buildings.®

Rice was porm in Nationzsl Gite irm 1888, Her fathers Juline Ricer Wes &
lesding educatar in National City snd San Diego: Her mother had artiztic
telent =g digirsintings, Lilisn lenetta Rice grew Ur in & multizsenle
UYictorian nouse at 740 F, Secaond St sy pep father ancourasinsg her ediicatiag
and. her mother her artistic sernse. She enmrolled st UL Herkelew and became
afe af tne first women Lo dSraduste fram its newle asteolizned Sehaol nf
Architecture, The zear was 1910 -- rict exactly & sSresat one for waomen
Imbent WEeRRcereRrs i archtteontidre, Rut lili=r Hos cepeielant @ Sha
ztudied 2t Eerkeles under am imrressive grour of architects

i
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with tne Ecole des RHesin: Aarts in F2rise Their imepact af ldess WUron el Wil
dSreasty 2lons with that of the themn—develoring Baz Arez stzle of rustic
wood architecture pedinning to eredominste in the San Francisca ares 2%

well s the Facific Northwest.

Rice returmed to San lieso to work somewnat cbscurelw 25 2 drafltsman and
tescner for seversl sears. In 19222 she landed & Job a3 draft%mcu 1 R
affice of Reausz and Jacksorns then the rrominpent fiem in San Dieso. Reous
angd Jackson #ut their rnew emelodvee:in charde of their aoresratiaon ifn Esmon
Santa Fes turning & 14-mile tract of euczalurtus-covered land into 2 series
of emzall '"derntleman’s ranchos® for the develorers namel=:s Sants Fe Land
Imrrovements 2 division of the Santa Fe Railrmad.

When Rice arrived im Rancho Sants Fe there were few buildinss bewsond &
courle of real estate offices. But there Was lots of landscere, Muecn of 1t
was Ffilled with 3 million eucslurtus trees that hed been rlanted 02 Lne
ra1luay in horesi of & crop forp prailrosd tles. But the trees didn’t wark
out for ties and the railuwas had made the decision -to oren & davelormank
office and subdivide the land. & number of Ricefs first elients wapas
seorle from the East who had come to Califormnia to oversse the develarmant

for the railwase. The houses she desisgsned for thems rnow @
estates in Rancheo Sants Fe sglling for millions of dolilcs
less than 320,000 ezch.,

manl af :
P i ] T

Rice rrometly brousht a number of tzlented wounsg arrrentices into the
officer smang them: Hamill amd lLlocd Rugccoy bDoth Whc later maved 1mta
their own Frominence a3s Samn Diedo-srea architects.
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Fice krnew a8 lot of reorle saciallus but moved mostlw in 3
claose friends.,. She nmnever married.

Rice is recalled by Elimor Frazery ane of ner friends and a2t ane tigps

vopa mogund draftsmnan herself in the Rice office:, Now retirinsg firominere ol
arcgltectirs]l desisrn work spdiresiding in 2 small hollca dn Micsion Hillay
Frazer was 3 student at San Diedgo Hifgh School in the sarlw 20:= unen s
first became enthused sbout architecture, Her insriration wes [J]lnﬂ Ricas
thern teschimg 2t Sanm Diedo Hisgh and cutting quite 3 figure in Lown dessite
ner senerasllw quiet nsture.

Che’d drive down Hignland Averue on the waw to her Frarent:’ tome in
Natiomasl City inm 2 Zgreat wnite roadster with the tar down 2nd her = i
flwing in the breezes® Frazer szid, "She wazsn’t reasllz prettiz, bult she was
nlonde amd attractive and 2ou could tell 1mmed1 tiely she Was #ersan aof
charscter, I would dreamy ‘0hs to e am architect!’ She alwuay locked like
she’d sterred out of 3 bandbox. She drezszed for 2&8cih ocossions out in tha
office almost s3lwaevs wore 2 long: simrles shirt tuere of dress made aof
strired silk."

i,x'i g s

-

Rice invited Frezer 25 a2 student arprentice inte the Ranpcha EBzmta Fe
affiecs irn 1924,
Rice sctuslls fousght & long nattle to det her own architecturasl licenses
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rerortedly encountering difficulty becsuse 3 member af the state bosrd
grrroving licensees orFrosed the notion of women in architecture, Fimallws
im 1931y she received 3 dlicense, It wWzs issieds iromicelluy aftep the bl
aof her work markinsg her mane contributions to San Nlieso-area architechurs
slreade was fimished.

fAs in most architectural firmss Rice’s work drorred off during the
lerression. She continued to design some homes in Rencho Sants Fe sz well
z5 in La Jdollz and other areas of San liesos zccoumulsting 2 rerertoire of
a2t least &0 extrsordinary buildings. A mador ome is the Rice Elementarw

Schoal in Chula Vista, mnamed after ther, Andr of ocolrcees the Zlac Rowins
Clui of which she was & veteran memper. Rice comrleted the desisn
Zlsc clipheuse 1 1282 ze o tpibibe her rortrait has been Dums 16
clubnouse sincesy showind Liliam in orne of 3 few roses baben dupins
life inm which she leooks entirelw vampueid she wears 2 black lzce dreszs
halds 3 wnite fam in 2 couettish roszse.

On Dlec., 22: 1938y 2 “:ter10U' tradads cltpiicl 33 on Wiee Tiiiot Sy
could have been moving toward new heisgihts inm her srchitectural caresr
the age of 50, For some times Rice had suffered from stomach rroblems

nad taken medications alwaws carefullw watchinsg her diet, She was
convinced s=ne was duinsg of stomzch carmcer althoush bthere was no medical
ayldenea b slizegrt 1 b, Ot bths maight gt llac, 21, <he h=d diftneart dith
friends anmd dined on & steasks one of the Toods she mormelly avoided,
nighnt and earle the next daws she had severe stamach rains 2nd Lhousht
cemeer was fimalle takimns its toll. She rut her rarers in order ip ner
Ramcho Sants Fe office and residence and died that late December daz. When
doctors diasnosed the cause of her deazth thex found it wze duye to a
rurtured arrendix —-- something that could have peen trested if Rice hiad
onle sougdnt it.

anw of Rice’s rarerss sketches and drawings zre pow in the arcohives of
tne San [Hiedo Historicsl Societus. LULlnda Eddiay nead af the Hiskarilccl
arehives 2t the Villa Momtezumas recentls used the earlw San Dieso
sreniteet o= tne cnhdact Pop o noljon macsteris theeie =t b i o a0
San Dieso. Not lomg aso Rice was zmans & select rumber of architeects
featured in Susana Torre’s hooks "Wamern in American Architecturs! A
Histore and Contemrorare Fersrective." Graduslle: Lthe vermacular
exrression that she made for the Californiz Mission or Seranmish colanial
heritzge in Sowuthern Califorrnies iz hecoming more and maore scknowledseds
rarticularly 2s 1t uWass reflected in her Ramcho Sanbts Fe huildinss of tha
“20=, But while the legccy lirseres it =slsa i= s11 too Lnfortiinstes) o
necominsg lost.

MKEND OF STORY REACHELUKX




