
With the dawn of che new Jav for 
the cicy planner and the archiccccural 
planner, this condicion has happil~, 
changed . Herc and rhc:rc is rhc world of 
industry and commercialism, there arc 
bright spots char delight the eye­
communities where vision and ere.Hive 
ability are fashioning results with im­
portant values, aestherically, commer­
cially and in every ocher way . 

The coast regions of Southern Cali­
fornia having similar climatic and top­
ographical conditions to those of the 
Mediterranean area have nacurallv in­
clined to develop along the same fines . 
This was made more logical by the face 
that Spain planted the sccJ of Christian­
icy on our shores and bro ugh r to the 
new world many characrerisrics of the 
old. The mode~n archicccr far from 
throwin tradmon overh rj and scare: 
tng Wit a c can slate, as di the Bab-
bitts of the middle west, gladlv accept 
~ia 's early Spanish background 
as the richest source of inspiration. 

With the full appreciation of these 
facts, Rancho Santa Fe was started six 
years ago . A large corporation with im~ 
mense resources of capital desired to 

- create a permanent horticultural de­
velopment on this old Spanish grant of 
some 9,000 acres. Mr. L. G . Sinnard was 
selected as the man with the vision and 
sensibilities co carry our the project. 

, Mr. W. E . Hodges, vice-president of the 
A. T. & S. F. Railroad, gave him cane 
blanchc co do as he willed in the matter 
of architectural anJ community plan­
ning/Requa and Jackson were selected 
by Mr. Sinnard as official archiccccs he-

. cause of their outstanding work at Ojai. 
It became my privilege to work out the 
details of design on the ground ar 

This ·porch at the home of Mr. B.u­
ton Millard is an enjoyable fe,Hure. for. 
the view of the lake and the moun• 

• tains is always interesting . 

Rancho Santa Fe . In time, the Cnttre 
responsibility was thrown upon mv 
shoulders . 

Working out rhe archircccural de­
velopment of Rancho Santa Fe has been 
a task of tremendous pcrso:1al interest 
and sarisfaccion. Wich che rhoughr 
early implanted in my mind char true 
hcaury lies in simplicity rather than in 
ornateness, I founJ real jo_v ar Rancho 
Santa Fe. Every environment calls for 
simplicity and bc:aucy-chc gorgeous 
n~cural landscapes, the gently broken 
topography , the nearby mountains . No 
one with a sense of fitness, it seems to 
me, could violate these natural factors 
by creating anything chat lacked sim­
plicity in line and form and color. 

As for the more practical side of home 
planning, every woman has a natural 
instinct in chis respect and I supi:osc I 
am no exception . The woman who is co 
live in a house usually has most to say 

Mr. C. A. Shaffer 
sees the possibilities of 
a patio and is devel• 
oping an outside liv• 
ing, room. 

ahouc exposures, arr.angcmcnt of room;, 
size of rooms, ere., and I find that being 
a woman is of genuine help to me in 
working out these details . Then the 
real joy in the work comes planning the 
exterior upon these requisites so char 
rhc general appearance will conform co 
the setting of nature. 

Since the antecedents of present day 
California were ·Larin blooded, those 
who were responsible for this covenant 
have recognized the suitability of re­
quiring here archiccccurc of the Medi­
terranean type. With chis requirement, 
~ll buildings at Rancho Santa Fe will 
not onlv complement each ocher, but 
will conform to the landscape, c!jman: 
and encral California condicionsl Tu 
ace c at more an more new 1com-

muni ties everywhere are adopting plans 
essenttally _parallel to the plan of 
Rancho San ca Fe 1s further proof of its 
val1d1:r, 
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[fr,-~ \f."l~IT I.S a far c_rv from the . ram­
lll@t:1/~~ sl1:1ckle 1nd'.ffrn.:11tly des1gneL! 

1

1
~/,. /V! ~'.1wns t!f S1'.'.cla1r Lewis 

J.;! ·~1i I 1\·L1111 Sr rec:t , th a c grew u I' 
.:..-:;·:~~..:..:._ I like: Ttlj 'S Y, all o\·c:r the 11la1ns 
of rh c.: !'vi i,s 1ssip1, i \ ·alln during the: 11inc:-
1cc: 11r h cc:11111n· (() the: modern aJc:­
' i 11 ;1rc: I_\· \d :111,;e,I and archi1ec111rall1· 
c1J1 11r()ll u C<,1111111111i1 _\· 1lf the l:isr few 
\· c:;1r, . 

IZc: hell1 tHl a t_:; 1111 s1 th e sordid mediuc­
rtti· of rh e· o lJ o rder, ;11hl :1cccpt:1ncc: nf 
th ~ new id ea uf cit y 11lanning ;1nd pro -
1ec 1 iv e restrictions is a 11:11ur:tl result 
u( c 1\' iI 11 at ion. , l'rl> ,t_: l(.: SS. Th n ~'h.D __ c.:1 • 
~::!._C.:_~C::.t,: , __ l'~~!l' '~-'-l ;1 l ' C . fjJq )h_ -~J.U!!..C.: :-~~ 
lorn I ha1 ;1rr Ii :" ;1_1,J.:1s !-:J..1.l.fJ>. l.l_!_!]l<,:_IJ;:.1.: rl · 
;~ 11I1)1!_~!:!..!.!2!.~- ':.~b1.c l1 __ !,.1UC.<..:_\y~re . ~~ >_12, • 
s~J~;.c.:, I t<> h;I\T (>lllY ;111 ;10 1he11c \' ;il11e 
:irc-:11·· 1:i , 1 rernt_:n;zc:cl a, hc:11·i :-111c_~'.!_ 
l°'.'~~~i cal of the l'ract1ca.l., 

O11e has onl y to compare some: of the 
c1ll111111111i1ies rh:11 sprang up al,,ng _rhc.: 
ma ~ic coast of Cilif<>rn1a tl11n1· to l1f1 _1· 
vc:a'i·s agu with othc:rs which h:11·e 
iatc.:h· come.: in10 heing --- comparc: hard, 
practical COllllllercial \'alucs, I mean -. 
w realize: rhc: full 111e\'1tahlc: rruth ol 
rhis srarc:ment. Our mild climare u11 · 
f<lnunatc:1\· c.:ncouragc.:d people lCl hurld 
ch c:11, h·. i\11 ,I rl1e \\'0rsr of ir i, 1h :1r 
1 !in· clH>, c 111:111\' ()f our lll<>st , rc111c 
11:11;1r:il bc:;1111:· s1·,01, . W1rho11t conrrol, 
rhc.: hcr1rage of charm that narure g:1\'C 
us vva~ di sfigured, instead of hc:rng en­
haricc.:J . 


