™e viilees of Glendsle 15 not blossed with sn sgreestl elimete The
migwinte: ~--iha sre slmoat es offensive v: thois :n oummor, &' .ok 50 that
A foirly lerge proyorticn of itr in“ebitenta o-s~.7~ tho villege for Floxida, .
. irizonn nnd other pointe, prinoipelly scuth, The ssmo pecpl. 0 .4t north=
werd in summer but st thet tims they do mot lesve behind mn envicus r | vity.
Yeu do not heve the feeling of being left bebind when your own Yo iddey Jo cnly
a weok or two in the Tuture, In o few days your own face will bs o tsnnsd as
theirs, In winter you sre being 1eft in » G4fferent climete, wtil) in summer
.Pgﬂ change 18, comparstively, one of envircnsant only,

The winter ezodus ususlly ceours shortly after the Christmes holideyw
nnd 18 the more conspicuous for being 5o timed, The family reunions, and the
round of parties are over for thome of us who cmnnot get sway ns well ~» for
those who steyed bomo until the celebrsticns were over and no longer, 1f 1t
wers mot for m villsge eotivity whioh is becoming treditionsl we should eonsider
ourgelves unfortunnte viotime of » werld cut of sdjustment. As it 18, we shout
after our departing friends, "Tco bad you sre going tc miss Stuat FHight®.

Last yoer 1t was the Seventh Annusl Stunt ¥ight, Some of us are bepin-
aing to ba o 1ittle apologetic nbout the neme “"Stunt Night". It sounds ‘wprempsu
nnd perlor-tricky. But the mnjestie Seventh Annuml esncols the trivislily of the
rest of the title, For the niteimment of the seventh snniversery for sn <etivity
of this kind ia impronsive, mnd mé the ordinel numers]l incresses wyen m.. € slegni=
i figance gon be expected. Meny communities sttempt the production of » - thing
whioh they probably omlled the "Follies", I mm just es susploious of their"Follien”
#8 $hey sre of our "Stunt Night". I should feel n 11ttla bettor sbout it ¢

they oculd say Seventh Asmunl, but even so I ghould prefer our name. It mot ony



racalls the informel origin but indicates that there is still » lack of cstonta-
tion in cur producticn in spite of its incressing secpe sad form,

The lure cf the footlights im strong emong us sll, The cppertunitica
for gratifiosticn ere quite possible for thoss wtill in school or ccllege, but
the urge ccntinues and, not improbably, is at its strongest lster on in 1ife.
The Little Thentres snd Dremetic Clubs offer s faw boards for scme of us to treed,
but the cpportunity is not s ganeral one mnd the high jurpose of meny of thess
organizations frighten sawny those of 1ittle or mo experience. A Chursch snter-
tainment or scoisble might allow this cne to speak » riece or thet ons to perform
on the pieno. This 1a sll very leudsble snd, porheps, sstisfying but the glemour
of reel footlights and m big sudience 18 usunlly lecking., This is no cutlet for
the mother of three school childrem who hes nlwnys wented snd still wents to bs
¢ mamber ¢f » pony chorus, or for the father who wents to forget the Christmas
bills mnd the approsching income tax dey by doing » turn 1 blackfnee.

A dozen or mc of the residente of the village falt just this =ey in
Jenusry 1933, Christmes hed come and gone; the winter wsoeticnists hed pnared
thelr trunks with linen muits »nd wash drssses snd hed fled the disgusting
wonther, GScmething hed toc be dons to help pose the time until the nppesrsnes of
spring with ita house clesning, its gerdening sand Community Chest Drive., The
panty climeta indionted en indoor sport of some kind, It must not involve "
grent cutlay of monsy btut 1t should be hesrtening snd gay, in neknowledgeamant of
the dapression mod et the meme time in defisnoe of 1t, The stognant bridge
gnmes ond the cocessionel trips to town to m movie wers not nusoulsr ensugh for
this healthy group.

It 1s entirely prodbably that nothing would hnve developod 1f this de=
Sire Tor diversica hod bean the only propelling force. It happsnod that the
President snd several officers of ths Parent-Teschers Asscoistion were emong



the members of the Boredom Oroup. It also heppened that the F, T. A, wam in need
of money., One gard party hel slreedy been given, rummege ssles were not highly
productive of eithar rummage or ceak during those ysers, snd of course nelther of
these motivitios keyed=in with the scderstely Jezzy mood of the officers. Both
might bn exhsusting onough but noithor wes valuebls for welght reducing. p. wng
dacided that n fow of these wives end mothors would, sfter s nice, grueling series
of tep denoing lessons, exhibit their prowess before » lerge sudience chesrfully
pering edmiselon to support the F. T. A, and to sdmire the tapping Metroms, The
husbends, 1f they wanted to, could work up » double quertet or maybe somebody
oould de eard tricka, or scesthing. Anything to hold the sudienge while the mmtrons
were omtohing their breaths mnd chenging their costumss. There wee plenty of
time for that. The important thing was to srrenge for tsap deneing instructice.
Four weveks waaz encugh for Mu, it was thought,

For » ccuple of thess weaka mothing such was dons éxcept daneing ead
nursing of lems logs., Tho oxercise wes proving enjoysbls, popler snd sbanrbing.
The tep danoing wes expended to inelude s routine or two of regulsr chorus kioking.
The husbends mesnwhile hed done nothing whetsver in preperation for the mete which
wore tc interlerd the dencing numbers. It wens mlpo reslized thet with the pro-
duetion only a few deys off, scmething should be done sabout such triflas mo an
suditorium, orehestrs, tickate, posters and other publiclty. There wes no gensrel
mooting with commdttss spointments snd &lseussion of policy. A fow of the originel
group distributed mmong themsslves these unfemilior dutiss. The schocl plant it-
self 414 pot ot that time include mn muditorium but thers wea r riekety, knoske
down platform and some dotechadle curteln equipment. This could be set up in
$he gymnssium lesving room for, psrheps, s hundred spactators. *t wna not 1ikell
thet more then on® hundred spectators would sppesr and to meks sure thet we would
not have to pley to empty seats, 1t wes decidsd to sat the sdmiseion priee very
ronsonably st fifty cents for sdults snd s guerter for childrem. A few postors



were hurriedly drefted and posted sbout the villsge,

The question of mm orcheatrs brought up the whole subjeet of the song
end dence part of the program. The sluggard husbands hed not crgenized the
double quartet amd there wes hardly time for treining » einging chorus. Nor wes
there room on the stage for such, A few oitizens were cspable of singing sclo,
and, when sppromched, were guite willing to teke pert., They, however, wented
to be told what to sing mod what to wesr, Also, it eppoarsd thers ware m number
of othera who wore eeger t¢ Rave a plece in the performonce. These folks could
‘aing = 1ittle mnd agein, wanted to be told whet to simg and whet to wesr. The
snsient wny out of this problem svemed to be a minmtrel show, with the men
dressed in overclls end the women in omlicc with bandsnas on their hesds, MNore-
over, they could march into the euditorium singing, =nd could sest themselvas
on the floor of the suditorium immedistely in front of the stegs. They would
thus coneeal the too rough mpron of the stage, mnd would solve the problem of
entrances and exits by remeining "cn" throughout esch mot, An interlocutor would
be useful sa en snnounosr and mester of ceremonies, End mem could tell jokes mnd
the #olo singers, seatod with the othars, would meroly riss snd sing when so directed
by the interloeutor, 4 full orchestrs would net be needed as the pinnist engnged
by the dsncers would de hear part end the sehocl musiesl dirsctor, with his skill
and verantility occuld do the rest, Mesnwhile, the tiny stege would ba reserved
and always resdy for the denee nusmders snd the skits,

"Skita! The show oaly n week off snd now scmabody says we must heve
skits. Of course, you have to inelude skits. Well, what ia n akit snywsy? Oh,
you kncw, black-cuts snd burlsaque reelitstions snd playlets. Ok, yes, of course,
Well, I guoss I cen work up scmething, and you end soms cther fellow might do
that one sbout tho telephone,™

The presont writor wes put to work, sdepting and expsnding Jokes inatc
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blagk-cuts mnd devizing perodiss of pooms for reeitml. They meamed tc work out
well encugh, but the most sucessaful skit was » burlssque of = sehoolrcom ol p=

sode in e progressive school. Thim wes entirely without seript, The parents

wers onst ms pupils; one of the temchers wes onet ms hersslf. They were told to
got together and be funny. The first stiempt wes distressing but after going over
it o fow times emch sctor had diclidsd what he was golng to ssy end when he was
golng to perpetrate his own 1ittle bit of progressive misbehnvior.

By the time of the parformence the cest numbared nesrly fifty gathered
from every acrmsr &f the village. There were no prarequisites of experience or
sooial standing. The jerformer morely hed to posaes the willingness to taks pars
end a dollsr or 20 to pay for his costums, The deneing choruses s=lsc mssumed the
cost of their instruction, It wes desirsble that esmch participent be » member
of the Farent-Tescheor Associsticn, snd essentisl that ho be an sdult,

The first stunt night wes s success, The suditorium wes f4lled to nosrly
twles 1ta capacity mnd the treesury benafitted to the exteat of twice ita axpagtn-
tion. The dencing metrong lost pounds snd inches, Everycne enjoyed the debonsir
menner of 1ts comcepticn, its preperstion mnd its presentstion. Spring wes #le
most here, the winter veestionlsts were trickling beok and the villege returnsd
to 1ta normel life.

A year leter the seme feots and fenoies which brought sbout tha first
stunt night were mgein in foree, It wne mgein desirebls to become slismer then
you were, to foed the geping maw of the P, T. A. treasury end te vivify thet
@resdrful midwinter sluggishness. Ths same group of pocple known by now es the
Stunt Night Committes egein tock charge., This time there wes » 1ittle roliminery
work by one or two of the emthusissts bofore Christmes slthough meat of us refused
to give 1t the alightest stisntion until mfter the Hew Yonr. We considered thnt
the spontencity of its predecessor wns its best quality, snd thet 1f this ware



leat and the preparsticn beesme toc irkscme, no more stunt nighta would mppear,
Howaver, 1t wes realized that this time it would be nscessery to have some cone
oaption of the entirs progesm from the beginning of rehearsals. ¥e couldn't
rapant the too emay minstrel ides, It wes alac clear thet the mekeshift mchool
suditorium was both imprecticsl snd dengsrous for such orowds on the stege end
in the sudience, Arrsngamsnts wers made to borrow the premises of the Club
whore the dremetio performsnces were held, Thers were serly efforts to orgenize
s man's double gusrtetie. Nelther early nor lnte afforts wera succsseful in
thia respect but there wes = sultsble singing chorus, largely recruited from
the Chureh choirs of the village. There was slac, for the first time, origiaal
music, compesed by the sehocl musienl dirscetor, end an orchestra of » few instrumants
in nddition %o the pimnc, Anothor sttempt of those in charge wna to proportion
aquslly the thres slements,--dsneoing, singing, snd mpecimlities, A specinlity
wns anything whieh, presumsbly, did not reguire professionsl instruction or direo-
tion. It might be m solo or duet or a rather populous skit., These were gasuslly
entrusted tc individusls mnd were not sssembled until cne week befors the production.
Some of these specirlitien, when they were finslly visebls, were s surprise not
enly to the scmmittee but slso te thelr own participents,
Another quality of the second Stunt Right might bas onlled = percehisl one.
It wne predominensly of village interest. The scence(yen, we hed sconory) were
"A Villegs Street”, "Thas Villsge Schocl®, snd "The Village Drug Store”, The
Jokas were loecal; the references intimete and slightly disrespectful,
8t111 mnother finnswvmtica and cne that hes beccms traditionnl was the
"pretty® number. This time it wes a wnltz with half-pedozen ocuples, bBesutifully
and rather expensively drsssed dengling topsther vary eourtecusly snd becomingly.
The ssoond Annual Stunt Hight played two nights to e totel audismas of
about five hundred. The programme listo seventy-five differsnt names, reprsenting



n felrly cosplete oross secticn ¢f the villmge popsletion. Most pecple thought
the ultimmte hed been obteinsd end, thet i encther stunt night were nttompted it
woilld be a dismater and on snticlimex.

It looksd for m while am 4f the third Anmual Stunt Night wes poing to
contain » men'a double quartetts, but when the dete of the performsnes emme, they
did not eppesr. Howsver, ninety three namss were listed on dts progrem, It pleysd
three nights to mn nudience of sbout seven hundroed sand fifty, end epproximetely
two hundrad pounds was Lhe saggregets loss in welght. Threo citizens were now
providing criginel music, The dobutants snd the ycung blocds were beginning to
take part, but the old timers still sssumed responaibility end were atill promiment
in the list of performers.

It was sssumed, sgnin, that the interest wes principelly » logcel cam,

The throe mots wore called, "Glendsle,~=Yesterday, Today, nnd Toeorrow®., Thoe first
of thess offered cppertunities toc recall sems of the traditicnsl villsge aharscters,
episodes and costumes, The seccnd wes bullt mround the irressistebly funny ofroum-
stance that the villmge wans undergoing the installaticn of » new sower system,

The third gave sn opportunity for flighte of fenoy. It slsc ccnteined most of

the irrelvent snd miseellenscus mumbers. This division into mets wne not then, or
bes 1t ever been o rigid cme. Tho sttempts for unity and cchorence heve been
appreximetions caly. A pleece oculd be found for mlmost anything. The show waa

put together in one week's time and wes sgein an assesbhly of separately rehasrusd
unita,

By this time, other features of ths performenos hed becoms more or laas
traditicnsl, Ths term "Pink Elsphents® is used to deseribe ons of those: "The
plgs” danotes ancther. There 1s no hint in thess torma thet there iy sny physi-
eal likoness botwsen the snimels nemed mnd the sstssmed oitizens so designated,

The "Fink Elophents™ ars thres cherming b cusewives who first sppeered topsther,
tap-danecing to the tume of that mems, Th sy have proved themselves to ba the
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most intrepid tsp artists in the villppe, end Lave for yomrs gome forth with
another routine mors intrieate then the lasst, They heve been weleomed by the
susossaive sudisnces, made up, in pert by the ten sturdy childrean of thase three,
*The Figs" 18 also » tric, mo ealled begeuse of Lheiyr rendition of "Who's Afreid
of the Big Bnd Wolf™ with grest gusto, eppropristely sattired as the thres little
piga, One of thooe wes at that time the Mayor :;I' the villege ond his companions
were diatinpuished business men. They heve continued to sppesr topgether in cne
guise or snothor, =nd they osn slweys be ouunted ca for s sucoessful bit of comedy
ef their owa preperstion.

The Fourth Annusl 4im notable in ¢ het its presshtntion wes on the now
Etoge in tho scheel bullding. The fino new gymmesium snd suditorium wes not
designed primarily oo o home for stunt night, but it mcoomodeten vory nicely the
(by now) vest seomls of these produstions. The Fourth wee of the review type
with no ettempt at locmle or eoheremce, but with some smpheais on St, Valentine eas
it firast performence wes 0 his day. 'The numbers wore merely distributed smong
the two sots socording to type: L. e., dence, comedy, song. The fect that intersat
in the event wes spresding bayond the 1imits of the village wes recognized, Only
two items of the prograsme wers of strictly locsl sigmificence,--ths ons n burlesque
ef the sswing sceciety of one of the Churchen; snother a raspsody bonoring the new
villege garbege truck, The programme gontainsd an sven hundred nemes,

It looked for » while »n 1if there were not to be » FPLfth Annuel Stunt
Night. The prepersticn was more slaborats mithough no less enthusinsatic then
befores. Originel susic wes contributed by six smeieurs end rehesrssls were
prooseding nlesly., Two wewks bafore the performenes the Ohic Valley suffered the
worst Flood in history. Glendele, itself, wes far from the rotusl flocd waters, but
moet of Ate citizens were involved in the smergenoy work cccessioned by the dissater,
All soneern for stunt night was forgotten for » few deys until it weu deocided to go



on with the production end to divert t he prooseds to the Americen Red Cress,

A few replecements wore mske to rill the places of those whoss dutiss in reliesf
work would probably oontinus, HReboersals wer held by condle 1ight, The pnsforme-
rnoes took plees cn the schoduled dntes mttended by many for whom this wes the
Tirst entarteinment in meny deys. All thestres were still olosed nnd spseinl
permizeicn wes obtained for the use of the slectriec current, The Farent Tepelsrs
Ansoeintion turmed cver to the Red Cross the yroceeds of sbout $850.00. The

stunt night originally designed to relievs the boredom of » few wns now performing
e gront service, supplying » diversion to {ts esst and sudiences and contributing
in no amell manner tc the relief of the uafortunnte,

Tha sucesse of this smergenay ﬁl e fit snocureged tha committos to repest
the performansce o wosk lauter for the defiated F, T. A, tressury., The third
presentaticon drew a now sudience of several hundred., The Fifth Anmusl wes »
worthy successor of its ancsstors, By this time some sort of prosperity had
returnsd and tropieel oruses were resching their pesk of popularity, It wes
decided to use the cruss ides =8 the remewcrk rather then the theme of tho new
show, A thin tle-up with villaga 1ife wes reteined in thet the nffeir wes
oalled tho cruise of the Glendelis, the pessengers were supposed to villigers
exslusively, Imposing scensry of m ships deck wes used for twe mots while the
third wes s representetion of m tropicel islend, For the first time » thresd
ef = story wee introduced, locssly tying togother the dences snd songs, Hero,
beroine, villein, conflict, climes snd heppy ending were mll insluded aasusl
and unrpleted speceslities wore not exeluded. A grest desl of thought and time
wes exrended cn the costumes, Thare wme » consistent cclor scheme, snd gareful
design and exvoutiom. A double gquertet of msilors would heve been ideal but,
somehow, recruits could not be found,

The theme of tho Simth wes Mexiosn, Not m fou villege residenta had journeyed
to Mexico for their wanted esgepe, The Stunt Night show followsd them thore and,
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ineldently, borrowed sesrepes snd regolis fro- those who hed brought beok
trophiss from thess regicss on previous trips. The atory wes sn sdapte
stion of e populer play of o score of yonrs mgo. The costumes mgein were
cutstonding with o riot of bold colors mede possible by this loonle, The
orahoatres hed oxponded in skill #nd personnel; the sgsnary and lighting
offscts were sumptucus end ths sudiences lerge ond enthusinstic. It wes
still an smateur show, » eocperative affort, the only professionsl nsslot-
sncs being that of the denpe instructor end har pisnlst. The bast that
eould be done sbout tie double qusrtetts wan n -mwrht.tl = threes men ond
ons woman dis uised «8 » ocowboy tenor,

Thare was so-e henitetion sbout mttempting = meventh, The xzemith of the
eixth, 1t was folt, could not be even sppromched, A few were beglsning te
fool thet 1ts originel purpose hed been lost; thet its elsborstion spd sxe
tension hed toc muoh inervaged the responsidility end trouble of those in
charge. But 1t wes now elmost » hebit, » sddwinter sport 1ndulged in br »
gocd porticn of the villags. The seventh wes sgein » musioel plny of three
nets, more or less ccherent but still principelly » singing rad denoing mhow,
The original group sewmed to ocontinue s moving spirits, mlthough br now
mony of their ohildron hed left gpublie mahool for bomrding sehool snd

college. A now dence instructor brought im = new blood snd sgwin records
wers broken for sttendsnoe end roeeipts, The doubls qusrietts, I nesd
hardly sey, wes no whers to be fuund,

This sequence of triuwmphs hes not been effectesd by mn excessn or even a
ccmpetency of telent smong the performers, or by sn exeellence of meatoriel, To
the commnity flaver of the enterpriee belongs most of the ecredit., There is
none of the exelusiveness found in similer efforts put forwsrd by privete
olubs. Even the Ohyrohes have mbandonsd their own performenses =nd are ocntent
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%o supply personnel and idems for imclusion im Stunt Night, A mals parent
end his child's tomoher are often terand together in m vigorous dance, and
the neme of the "lady of the house® follows that of her maid on the progremms,
This froternizing not only hes lsudebls sooinl impliesticns but nlso makes
for miscellnnecus and smple sudiences,

Another point that has been mantionsd before but will stend repenting
ia the gusto snd epirit of the performmnces. This 18, 1o pert, due to the
feot that the preparsticn is s whirlwind, concentrated effort, shaorbing
end fetlzuing while 1t leot s but m distinot devistion from mormel and
quickly concluded. There is not time Tor the proceedings to become irksome.

Another feoctor is the occmplete mbsence cf intervals between numbers. This
timing is insisted upen by the Produoticn Mansger, snd is ne simpls socomp-
lishment with a onse of eighty or mere. The spplsuse following one episode
bogina to fede and the next 48 underwny. The segond and third to follow are
in the winga. Those who beve elresdy besn “om® and nre tc make s lnter
uppearance are huatled off to the dressing rooms. If sgenery ohanges sre
nocesanry, thay are sccomplished spsedily snd quietly, Ousd are "enspped
up”. The curtain 1o alweys fest snd finelos brisk.

A good desl of crodit must be glven to » faw of She enthusiests, Thay
ore for the moat part members of ths originsl group., They hove eerried on
onch year, benefitting ffom their cwn misteles, sesuming responaibility
end performing devoted and velusble serviess. [Eeck hes developed »
specinlty, onch contributes time snd money., The smbove mentioned Froduotion
Maneger iz the most impertent of these, His technical sxporience and
genorcus dometion of time end equipment is {nvalumble. The sesnsry is
eonatrugted by him, the lighting offects are under his cherpge. But mogt

« lmpertant 1o his servide in melking en silmost profesaionsl show from the

11.



mipesllanacus matorisl thrown at his feet one wesk bafore the performance.

The Eight Annusl Stunt Night 1s just eround the cormer. Forhaps it
will bo 1ike Mr. Hoover's prosperity snd will not appesr exsatly oa
scheduls, Thers are opinions thet its sccpe hss incressed to sueh nn
extent that it might be better to make Stunt Night s bi-anousl affeir, No
one wants %o pressnt a show definetely Llaferior to the lest, If 1t does
prooesd, the villege will find that, slresdy n greet desl of spade work
hes been done, There is elsc, unbelievably, m well rehesarsed doubls

guartette rendy tc teako an important peart 4o the Elght Annusl Stunt RHight.



