


Betty Richardson began it by bringing me the book of old Lyceum |
Dramatic Club programs and asking me to put something on the title pnge;mft:

when t he club was founded and a short history of the organization. Then, at
the 1952 annual meeting of the Glendale Lyceum Gordon Miller ss&id, rather

apologetically, that the Dramatic Club was "only 61" years old - and it was

the 69th annusl meeting for the Lyceum ., T felt sure this was insccurate
for at least thgre was a li¥ely group of people in @lendale staging plays
before 1880 - and so far as I can ancertain the Lyceug founding muat be
in some way connected with this old dramstic club. Perhaps it Is the same
old question - which came fir:st the egg or the chicken ?

The Glendale Lyceum was established in 1883. On October Z of that
year Messrs, Samuel H. McMullin, George Shillito, Jr., Walter St. John Jones
Alfred M. Allen, George K. lhompson, and Robert Clarke met at the latter's
house and determined to sstablish the Glendsle Lyceum. After several meetin
& Constitution was adopted which stated that the purpose of the Lyceum was
“t; promote higher education, ppomote social and friendly relations among it

members, and provide liter ical, and social entertainment for them
and for the reeidents ﬂé?%&ﬁﬁéi&fﬁﬂh;r and its vieinity". The first mesting
the members (147 of them) was held November 3, 1€83.

For t he next nine years the Lygeum activities were cakried on in
the lower floor of the Town Hall, Thia is referred to #n copies of the
Monitor, published from 1887 -1893 by the Glendale School, as the "Lyceum
ﬁomjﬂ. Here was a4 great colleection of books, of natural history specimens

including birds, "skillfully stufied and mounted by Mr. Charles ﬂﬂrf}insact

fossils from the Indian mounds around flendale, minerals, and "marine
specimens." REach January the Monitor published as & supplement the Annual

Report of the Glendale Lyceum, so this is s matter of official record.

Also there is & etory in nearly every issue of the Honitor’%f some program
!

_put on Ly the Lyceum up - plays, lectures, muaicaleéeaThzy evideﬁFr had
w informal monthky entertainment®. But they also
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startad in 1£83. They held mestings in thes Town Hall, lower floor, until
Feb 22, 1892. The cornerstone of the Lyceum Buildingwas lasid én July 4,1€91

There was an article in a Gincinnati paper 6/7/1896 .

Programme - May 4, 1EE8

"Ye collectiohof ye témes as sung by Ye Olde time Folke - in

Ye Lyceum Halle in Ye Towne of Glendale. Eventide Friday, May 14 , MDCCCLX]

I1T.
Ye Head time-beater.........Tomedad Berry
Ye Harpsichorder Dame Katharine Gould
Ye Fiddler Dagegett Allyn

(See notes from Wm Gould (FP 4,5)

Bt et g o bkt e

A review of the "Blendale Ideals", of whidh there is a program in

the Lyceum collection:

The Charlsston Blues and the Black Huzzars under Captain Allen,

military feature of the Erngramme were received with great enthusissm. In-
deed there was not a feature of the programme thst was not excellent. The
jokes wers new and the vblces capitally trained and the whole affair a
complete xuccess. The stage was very artistically decorated after designs
by Miss Olars “ewton. A frieze of Persian rugs encircled the wall and below
this were fluted z&nals of erange snd gold fastened by superb shields, one
of them, in was whippered, being & pzift from Gensral Sherman to his niece

Mrs. H.R. Probssco and "looted" for t his ocecasion. The ushers wers Chas. E.
Gallagher, E.L. B 4 Alfred Shepherd, Ben Keys. A large audlence
including Nlendale's best known c¢itlzens and a gay party {rom Cincinnati

amonz whom were Mr. and Mrs, Percy Procter, Mr. Morrison, Miss Morrison of
clifton, Mr. Tom Hanna and Miss Hanna, Hiss Resor, Miss Louise Devereaux,
G amd ,oss :lcy Benedict were present.

Gould - p 5
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In the Monitor for Sept., 1890, 1is the following article, hesded
The Glendale Lyceum

Among the advantages of the Lyceum we note as follows:
l. Ttis out of debt, money in the treasury, &nd its effairs are managed

by first-clazs business me¥)in = business way.
2. Its charges for membership are.but nominal. Less than five cents per week
for sach member.

3. It will build a hamdsome home of its own some of these days, a thing of
beauty.

L. No worthy person is shut out of its advantages. ‘eople in moderate circum
stances are urg=dto join.

5. Its handsoms library numbers over 2400 volumes,

6. A valuabla museum is growing up under its fostering care.

7. Its tables are loaded with the best of periodicals. Harpers Monthly,
Atlantie Monthly, etec. P —

. » - - .
8. Its monthly informasl entertainments are always delightful. [ Flow e

-
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gt ke deddbrabrak
When then did the dramatic club really begin ? The earlisst program
we hagte been able to find is for "Glendale Ideals" presented in the Town

Hall January 7, 1£86. This was reviewed in a Cineinnati paper, and Mr.
William Gould quotes from an article in his scrap-book:

"The Charleston Biuﬁ’ and Black Huzzars under Captain Allen, military
feature of the progrzmme, were received with grest enthusia=sm. Indeed there

was not a feature of the programme that was not excellent. The jokes were ne
and the voices capitally trained and ¢t he whole affair s complete success,

The stage was very artistiecally decorated after designs by Miss Clara Newton

A frieze of Persian rugs ﬂgﬁgiﬁg%gi the wall and below t his were fluted
panels of orange and gold fastened by swperb shields, cne of them, it was

whispered, being a gift fromGeneral Sherman to his niece, Mrs. H.R. Probasco

and "lootad" for the occasion. The ushers weres Charles E, Gallagher, BE.I.
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Bawson , Alfred Shepherd, Ben Keys. A large sudience includins Glendale's
best known citizens alpd a gay party from Cineinnati among whom were Mr. and
Mrs. Percy Procter, Mr. Morrison,fyff Miss Morrison of Clifton, Mr. Tom Hanna
Miss Hanna, Miss Reser, Miss Louise Devereaux, and Miss Lucy Benedict were
present, " This sounds like a pre-cursor of Stunt Night.

But there &pe still people living in Glendale who remember plays and
musfcal productions in theTown Hall before 1883. Miss Angie Richardson

Whin Fia Wi B gt g ' =T
Sewe thers was 3 readinz club that met around in ‘houses. They read
Shakespeare and other worthy writers. They bsgan putting on rlays. The
hémes of Mrs, Judge Cilly (whore Loyal Richardson now lives), of Mrs.
Hughes, Sr., ( g M o H‘]L-»—*) and of Mrs, Daniel l-Enl}aren ere th& Eldara

&re now) were especially popular, MI : i'.ui' } f
I&E

While Miss ingiewas still in the public Schual enterad the
Tt

Glendala).gnllqge in 1880) she was in the chorus of & fins presentation of
the operetta "Trial by Jﬁrrf This was coached by Wr. Herbert Griges, the
popular music tsacher in the Glendale Public Schools. Amonz those who had

i
le.:dinp: parts wera Misses Hattie and Loulse Cuanningham (she later became ;w’

'%‘ﬁ Dani&; McLaran}, Mr. &nd Mrs, Harry Hughes (Matie Bugbee), Mr. E.L.

-5 Mee

. Loweres, Mr, Will H. Miller, the Missea Splnning, Mr. ﬂlﬁgﬂtlett.
o A
Mr. George Gallsaghen, who lived in the house RA#. Allen now occupisa, was

'Y a hard worker on all these dramatic projects, so presumsbly he helped with

the stazing. Misz Angie agsures ms "there was & lot of talent among the
young married érnup at that time (about 1530} and many o f them had splandid
voicea.p Mr. Lawson Yoores was s fine singer. Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hughes ._-.'4'?‘
who lived where theFrank Millers now do , were Miss Anzie's ideal couple,
BEENYLEAY handsome, prosparcus, friendly. Shey remembers naming her best

paper for-them. The ifill Keys, the Willard Shepherds, the Withenburys
people whose ehil enls—
and nt.her. names 1 appear on Lycuem and Stunt Night lists

took part in thsse pre-Lyceum programmes,

The stories of early activities in the villare sound so like those
of today, in spite of newer forms of transpumnion and electrisel household

innovations, that one's 1mmadiat£: reaction is - t.hat 'sounds just llke Glendle

Pl mami 4 e Faee ;O



-'L:*'*'iﬂzﬁ nelil ',IMVMMJM bos shazall et wive g llnl‘iﬂi

.J.-:‘ ‘:‘Ih i!&'\-l‘"“ ll_l“] s ¥ "I"'ﬁi‘a u
B ..~ A
-#-'1*1“"'!% o 1M oot D g sREIN o wullim () [1)e -'un'.' L wrEwn ]

‘waw amiyuent wan muel TR B sepan &4 ol bavll W omigel sl eptioal 1M

grie payfed ad yidwm 1 1€ bt o atismsh sseds LIS a0 Yedtow boed X
o ynomn tnntad 14 Jal & edw AP S ReSURAR SEa00 R - IS UL ERL A LD

' -
BRLOs Ige Dol 'e¥ile 7 oxniie beid (OBAL renda) saly sany 3o nuoDy DelTTM niunty

il .1-1Iu;.; .‘:-1 "8 | sy I ATES T 1 ipEn e &Il § =Bk =e=SnN N Wi l“.!‘ « BT FTVY

‘,‘.L.-.....:.r_. ..ti-*".f h‘ﬂ_}:‘n BElM RiwW 1 ol whn i'!ﬂl!lq ey Yyl L] SO T

Y

Jumd 4@l satman nisdaseet Yl el el cumtaganiiy - bbbl IR

- pyrudzudtlY it uirvedgeA® PRELINN sAS LAYERLLLE AT . “*1 e Llah wgay
: —*' Liflo &= WA =Y

gSpll SEIW snuad Bus swus¥l ae 4 'w-“'l pomsiyIadts bink

o HopsirrTsiill SEEFVI=2"S eledJ JiI J7Al] wood

g2 baroa s S arid al ashireldan v Yo belvagds odT

- I.b.luun-*eur'c! :

Y o

j,g J_”_. Jynpwngeneng o ssmpl ymemn l... aliidqe nt yubod dd

R T Em r[g - |1 o Ewmen 'JlI:'-«r"uni &' miw Juid ;in'rrmgﬁﬂ*

il 8 F SO B o8 S s)

i R




It has not been possible, up o this time, for me to find the
sctual data of the founding -of the Lyceum Drematic Club, Apparently, like
Topsy, it just zr There ars records of a lively pgroup of people staging
plays in Glendale before 1880, first in the Glendsle Colls ga Ghapel, later,
after-thePown—Heli—wes—buwidl, in the Town Hall. Some of thess playars
were original members of the Lyceum - 50 it seems to bs the same old
question - which came first,the egg or the chicken 2

In & Glendale Lyeceum program for members printed in Becember, 1929,
there i:s t his regord of the beginnings of the : In 1EA2 Mr.
Robart Clark asked a few gentlemen of Glendals to meet at this house with
the idea of establishing a Lyceum in Slendgle. After several meetings in
Mr. Clark's house thie (Qlendale Lyceum was formed in the fall of the ywsar
1882, The Constitution as adopted statesd that the "object of incorporstion
of the Lyceum is to promote hicgher education, to promote social and friendly
relations among its members, and to provide )lfterary, musical, and social
ente tainment for them and for the residentp of sazid Village of Glandale and
its vieinity," [Th.« Salidadl ol g » TR v U

__Mr. Robert Clark may be considared as the fathsr of thelycsum. Hepss its
first president and was sctive in its mansgement during the remained of his
1ife. As soon as the Lyceum was perménently formed and hed quarters of its
own (de=thellowrr=detdl he presented it with a library of 5 volumes which
wera carefully cataloged by himself. Mr. Slarkts portrait is in the Library.
Tha other portraits are of Mr. Willism Gallaghsr and Mr. W.A, Procter (who
wera co-founders and contributors with My. rk),and Mr. John B, Rogan in
whose membry the John B, Hogan Memorial Pund was eatublished by hils widow.

5 nn_nucuﬂhsi L, 1B83, & committee appointed by the rraesident closed the
leass tor the lower part ol ths Town H3ll el & penbsld "nob over §$25 per
yaarn, and furthar requested that $250 fe ratsad fmmedigately for furnishinga
These quarters wWere used for some three years, and then in the minutfes of
that time we find the rathsr extraordinay statsment "That on December 8,
1885, Five Thousand Dollars is to be raised to buy a lot, srect a building,
and equip same for Lyceum purposes." This work went on for some years with th
result that finally She lot on which the present Lyceum stands was bouzht, a
building was erscted end furnished at s toMl cost of "22,015.73nf

The first meeting of the members of the %yc;um (147 of them) is
mentioned as having besn held on November 3, 1883. For tha next nine yasrs
Lyceum activitiss were carried on in tha lower floor of the Town Hal 1. This
is referred to in copies of the Momltor, published from 1887 - 1893 by
the Glendale School, &s the "Lyeeum Hoom", Here was a great collection of
books, of natural history specimens inecluding birds "skillfully stuffed and
mounted by Mr. charles Drury", insemets, fossils from the Indian mounds
around Olendsle, minersls, ind "marine specimena”, Each January the Monitor
Euhliahad as & pupplemant the Annual Report of the Glendale L{beum a0 this

4 a matter of officlal record. Also there 15 s story in nearly every
1=zsue of the Monitor of some program JPput on by tharE?naum group - plays,
lectures, musicales. By 1887 they evidently had regular informal monthly
entertainments. But they also
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l: 2 -
3? ed plays and musical programs to ralse money. The comedy Esmeraldsz,

#er which we have & o@ijeteledd+= program in our album, was the "opening ent
tainment in the New Lyceum Building" on February 22, 1892. The next arnual
report, January , 19?3,.recurda that the prroceeds of this netted $203.95

to go toward the building fund - the building that we now cccupy.

The site for this buildingz was acquired October 15, 1890, from
i Mrs. Mary Allen for the sum of § 1500. Plans for the building were prepared
- by Mr. \N Wilson and on May 2E, 1891, the contract for its ereetion
was awarded to Mr. IBEEﬂCiIGYESﬂn on his bid of $14,600. The cornerstone

was lsid on July 4, 1B891. A1l throush copies of the Monitor at this time
are articles urg‘il:?peopla to contribute to the building fund, publicizing

plays, lectures, snd musical programmes being presented toraise monay for

it, and ntreaaif?the educational advantsges the library, scientific b

. O PP T

cecllections, and programmes Er;?ught. to the community. L THE N,
T Ef o

(54 : g 7
They haq&Fhaiggtruubles with the NEf¢ roomfl in the Town Hall - though-
s

evidently a gre=at deal of activity went on thera. In October, 1£89, in

-
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the paper, Under Lyceum notes, it says in part:
a5 "The informal monti;w antartaim for October by the Glendale Lyceu
was prepared and presented by Eii ilariuae ;f:—EI‘EE, Miss Gertrude Thompson
= Miss \nnis Withenbury, and I-iiss’,‘Tit.us. (Here &% listed two pisno soloes, a

1% _ reading with tw
| tablemu with ra&diqg"Th @ Building of the ShiF“, AR 111u5trata%qtablaaux

_ﬁ,f of Evangeline, a2nd several vocel shles. ) ﬂﬂbu it was propesed to have

§ _ a course of six lectures ¥ff# during the season provided 150 tickets at $2
g:ch were sold. Two dellars, alee, was the per caplta charge for dues durin

this period, and the writer continmes "Now is the time Lo grz=et the treasur

!
L |
5 with 3 $2 smile. " He continues "Thes ventilatiog in the Lyceum Hall is bad
-5 e T
'\‘_J
"' Either open a window and expose some of the audience to & cold draft of air
or sit und feel the room get hot, hotier, hottest, and still more close and
sultry until much of the pleasure of the evening is destroyed. Oh, for the |

Lyceum Bullding § »
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