Gensclogionl Notes Hegarding Charles David Willisma
Wiritten by his son - Reversnd Fenedict Williams

Daniel Williams wes n Welzhman and o Tutheran, His father and mother hes
left Wal=s to escape raligious persecution in the middle of the sightesnth century
and had joined ths colomy of German Luthsrans in Ol¢ PhiladsIphia, There in that
strong Lutheran Settlement, Daniel was born and raissd and there he married
Catherine Henney.

Oatherine Henney, originally Hennig, was of early Colonial stoock, Her
family omme from Suabis, Bavarie in 1630 end had been plonears in ths settlement
in Pernsylvenie, Hsr father and two of her uncles had been with Washington during
tha lc;n; winter utl?alla;r Porge.

In the early ninstesnth century the advonturous youth, sepseially from
Pennoylvania, was moving woetward and settling westorn Pennsylvania, Ohic and
Indtann, In this exodus Deniel snd Catherine Williams ’t&gttlud in northern Ohis
whera Wooster now is, Daniel set up a grist mill mnd became quite prosperous and
they ralsed o family of five boys, David, the eldest son, was born February 10,515
As a young man, David married Susan Wood and settled ofla farm eeveranl milss out=
aids of Bellevus, Ohlo, There he astablished & roputation for industry and oxe-—
outive mbility. The farm grew to =ix hundred nores and hired help was smployed
and panaged effecotively, He ralsed his seven ohildran, three daughters and four
gond, in the fear of God, Whils he had o tonder heart foy all his children, he
was strong in his belief and uncompremising tewards anything he thought wrong
or dishonest,

Susen Wood Willisms diad early in the fiftiss and for saversl years,
David Willlams managed his family of active ohildren mlone. Then in 1859, he

married Eliza Rioe Dickson Cook. The Diokzon lamily were of Englizh descent,
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was & clargyman of the Episecpanl Chursh at Rutledge, Vermont and of course he had
& parish schocl. He came from & 1lime of Hieksite Quakera, My grandmother,

Lucy Cleveland, oame through the Aaren Clsveland line, She was 1st or 2nd cousin
to President Cleveland and Sishop Cox of Wastars Vew Yori.

Andrew Benodiot came from & family bonsting of seven gererations of deasons
in the Congregational Church, They were of French Hugenot and Bnglish descant. My
grendfether wms a gkillod cabinet maker and my father knew how to teach his boys the
uss of toole, ferming, ete, My grandmother, Lusy Dibble Benedict, came from
Pernsylvania, She wad one of four sisters who ldived o he over ninsty years of age,
They were of English desoent, We had some woel hlankets woven by hor from the wool
of the sheep on the Dibhla ferm,

Semucl Honedlot and his brother, Androw, went te Trinity College and wers
ordeinad slergymsn of the Epiesopel Church, M4y fether was curate of & chureh in
Kaw Haven, Conneotieut and then went to Orange, New Jerssy, About 1858, he went
to Barictta, Oeorgla. During the Civil War he was sent tc Canada bit retirnod to
Mariotta st the close of the war, About 1889 he wert io SE..EJohn'u Churah,
Savannah, Georgla, where he remsined untdl the yellow fevor socurge in 1B78. He
remained through the spidemie, caring for the siok, fighting the dirssss, burying
the dead, Ho was 411 himmelf but recovered.

My mother, Julia Hicks Benediet, died in 1872 at Flat Shoals, Goorgia,
whers wa lived on & plentation during the years of struggle and privation after the
war, whils my fether had his parish In Savannah, After my mother's death, we moved to
4 farm outside Mariette, Ooorgla, whare we lived unt!l we wont to Cincinmati in 1677,
my fathsr coming to see us once o ﬁnnth. Five yosrs after my mother's dsath; my
father marriad Sarah B, Grent of Savannah, the daughtsr of Hugh Orent, Mr. end Mre, Gr
were born in Scotland. They had great rice plantetiona 'in southern Georgia, Our
dear esoond mother wes beloved by us mll, most enterteining, full of humouwr and funny
ztorise, devoted to us all and we owe muoh to her,
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