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As u tribute to our mother on her eighty-third
birthday, it ssems that ths bsst remembrance is her cwm
trivute to her husbandi"A Sketoh of the Life of
Charles D, Williams." This little sketoh was startsd a
1ittle over ten years Ego in 1038, epparently with the
ides of lster on using it as & basis for & more cOmpra=
hensive work, but the task was never completed, Howsvar,
the memory plotures which she has jotted down are too
valuable to be losty FHow intultivsly she sensed the things
that had valus to him, the thinge that shaped and {nfluenced
his thought and 1ife, mnd how vividly and zimply told, Truly
their life togsther was one of trus comradship and umder-
standing.

"Oh, I must feel your brain prompt mine,

Your heart anticipate my heerty

You must be just before me, in fine

Se¢ and maks me see for your part
Naw depths of the Divinel"

Anne Williems MeCormick
Maroh 26, 1848

Detroit, Michigan



A Skatoh of the Life of Charlss D, Williems

I sm venturing to write this briaf sketch of the life and times
of Charles D, Willilams-Yata Bishop of Michigan (1906-1923), thinking that
perhepa others mey Be interested to knmow of his home mnd his family 1ife,
and of the persons, soolal probleme and world events that influsneed him
1ife and work.

Charles David Williams was born in Bellsvus, Ohlo, July 30, 1880,
st the beginning of the Civil War, He used to sny that he was the "only
child of his father and mether" — with & large family of brothers and sistere,
(he was the oniy child of the second marriegs of both)., His mother, who was
of English dscent, was born in northenst Pennsylveanis. &ho was a teachor and
& lovar of books and & charming permcnality, Eis father's family ceme from
Wales. They were brought up Lutherans, but laft Walss tu eseaps rsligious
porssoution, end sottled in Penmsylvenia. His father,.David Williers, was
8 stropg Methedist and brought up his large family in the fesar of the lord.
After the death of his father, Charlos and hie mother, Ellzs Williams wont
te ths Epaicopal Church in Bellevus, Chio, where his mother formeérly bolonged,

David Willisms and his brothers had some from Pennsylvenis into
Ohio and had bought large farms of s2ix hundred sores and more, near Bollovus,
Ohio. Thay had great flelds of wheat and other grain, and grost frult or-
ehards, and were wsll to do, successful farmsrs. Charlis loved to recell the
days whon ba lived on the farm——the making of tho appls butter in the graat

e
iron pot out af doors, whioh hsd to be stirrsd all day lost the apple butter



burn--the making of mony loaves of bread in the great brick oven out of doers.
Ha romembered espocinlly the day when the colored girl wms railng the hot coals
out of the oven, preparatory to boking the broad, when her clothes caught firs,
Boreaming Justily she promptly jumped into the rein berrel full of wmter, and
‘went bobbing up and dewn like a cork, He loved the merry talk as the brothors
apd slsters and hired help gathered nround the largo table, Jake, ths oolored
wan fascinated and pursled him, Sometimes, he would eay, "Joke , why don't you
wesh your foace?" and Jakd weuld chuekle and say, "I ain't wash my faows yit,
Me, Charlie, hes I H o loved the wintor svondngs, when the wood flraas burn—
o4 in the groat open fireplaces and frisnds, old nnd young, emme in to talk,
and there waz music ond singing nnd dancing, Ho loved tho sound of the
wintry winds as he set secure by the fire and henrd the whirr of the spinning
whenl, as Rachel, the spinning woman, ;pun tho wool to moe worm mittons and
gonr{s and onps to muke eve rycne warm in the wintor westhor, Ho liked the
carn shuokinz ant the npple paring bees, that brought the young pecple from
tho surrcunding farms, and there woro contests ns to whe found the ear with
the blaok or rad soods, or who could eut the lengest epple poeling without
broaking it, and thers was laughtor and singing.

The year 1860 had brought the Civil War botween the North snd tha
Soutk, Two of his brotherz gnlisted, Collins and Jemes (ool (Hisz mother's
sond by her first marrlege), Ccllins became A Colonel and oame home with gold
braid and brass buttona, and war guite n hora, The other, Jamos, wns 111 with
typhodd fsver and eeme home to get well., His fnthor died in 1072, when Charlies
was Just twolve years old, The farms wore gold nnd the alder boys lelt home
and farming. ’

Mre., Willicms took a smaller houss in Bellovue with Cherles and

hor littie prandvcn Bobbie who diesd n your lecbor whaen #5111 o 1ittle ‘.l'.‘-ur..



Charles went to school, playsd with the boys, mnd his dog, _eut wood for the:
fires and rogd evo:ry thing he could £ind in the woll stooksd library-Diokens
apd Seott, Cocpor'n tales of the Indians, Shakespeare nnd so forth with &
mothar who knew books and lovad them herself, BHs entorod High School and
whs prepared for collage by the Rev, ¥r, Hamilton, He entered Ksnyon Colloge
in 1878 when sixtsen and gradmted with heners in 1880.

Mrz, Williams wont to Gambier, Ohlo where FKonyon College wis lo--
eated to bs with her son, Bho paessed nwsy in 1879 and Oharlss wans loft
alone.

Charlie had many frionds in college for he liked people-=buf his
speeial frisnd was my brother, George Bonmsdict. We used to cnll them
"Pemon end Pythins" boonuse of their love for each other. He speni part of
his waontions with us., Both Charles and Goorge gradusted from Kenyon mnd
entered Bexlsy Thoologionl Seminary ot Meuyon ond were ordoincd demcon cnd
priost together, Thers were only fivo membera in his class, including two
prospective Bishdpa, besides himeelf--Bishop Erown of Arkansas, and Bizhop
Aves of Mexico, The three professors were ell broad churchmen,

Prasident Bodine, Dr. Bates, and Dr. Abpoham Jaogor., Thoe lattor more than
any other person wns to affset the life and prenching of hiz young student,
D‘r: Jasgar wns o Ruesian Jew, troined under famous Jewish Rebbis end fired
by tha spirit of the prophets of the 0ld Testament. Hs wm# converted by
Christianity, for he found in Jesus, the fulfillment of' thesa prophesien.
He wee o great teacher ao well as o great sohelar, Charlie studied Hebrew
nnd the 014 Testament under him with enthosicsm, He delighted in the sound
of the He brew, end later in family prayers hs would sometimos rand the
Habrew first and then tranglate 14 for us, te tha childron's delight. It

waz his hnbitﬁ:n garry the two ocourses of study, ans in the New Testament



in Gresk, nnd one ! n the 0ld Testament in Hebrew, He wns ncoustomed to melm
a special study nf the Old Testoment characters and books ns a bazis for his
preach ing, It woz in the atmosphere of Bexley Hall that the characteristics
of Charles Williama' life wors developed, His love for humanity snd zooin=
bility found expression in his college 1ife, He made many fine friends,
Hizs love for learning came out in channels which were to be a sourse of
strength to his socinl idenls, and his oourage and mornl stermmesa found
themselves in o struggle for purity within the chureh's ordars, Hoe was
crdained Doncon in 1584 by Bishop Thomes Jagger, Bishop of Southern ORdo
and Pricst in 1898, He was assistant te Dr, Babecock in Columbus, Ohio., Hisx
first parishes were the Church of the Resurrootion, Fern Bank, Ohlo and the
Church of the Advent, Rivereide, Chic., He alsp had two missiéns--one in
Ohio and ons in Cross Croek, West Virginia,

Wo were married September 29, 1888, by my fathey Rov, Bamus] Senedict
in 8%, Jéhn:) Church, Cinoinnati end all the congregations eame to the wodding.

Wo spent four vary happy yeors in Fern Bank, The next five yoars
wore in Stoubenville, Ohic=-a fine old town an ths Oblo River--a plaso whare
the early gluss blowers made such fine glasewars, and whers thers wera potteries
find great furnaces for making plate glass, Fine poople wers thars amd o
bBeautiful old church, snd thoy wero very kind to the young elergyman and hisg
1ittlo family. We often went to the pottariss to see tham make glass and
iamp chimnoys, but it troublod us to see the young boye carry the red hot
glosa balls on their long rods from fire pots to tho glass blowsrs. It look-
¢d 50 vory dangsrous, and thore wero so many sccidonts, This wnz ono of
our first experlonces of sssing ohild labor and gnvs u2 causo for thought,

Dean Hodges wns rector of a ehurdh in Pittsburg, Pa,, and wns not

far from Steubenvills, He wed thinking soriously mbout the bad conditions



upndsr which mon in the iron and atsel mills were working. He and Charles
Williams mat and ox-hnnged idems end pulpits, end had much eonearn aboib
ohild lsbor, We wire in Steubenville five years,

In lﬂsgfﬂhnrlua wag called to Trinity Chureh in Cleveland, Ohic,
ag it's Deen, The church was down on Superior Street, quite solidly pask-
od in by ths business bulldings around it. It wes our church home for many
years, until the parish house was built on 22nd Street and plans for the
Cathedral were mado,

€leveland of the 20'=s was still in the horss snd bugpy streect car
days, Feople of moans lived in lovely homes with lownz and great traes,
There were even farms within a mile of the heart of the eity, and the church
Old Trinity, was on Superior Streset. Bishop Loenard and the wvastry were al-
ready talking of moving further "up town." Flans were prepared for a large
parish house or Euclid eand 22nd Strest with the Cathedral foecing on Euclid,
A few years later tho Farish House was built with en auditorium lerge onough
for a good &iged congrogation, and a third floor for clergy and transionts,
The Deanery wns on the same lot and o homo for olderly ladies in the sare of
the Sistsrs, Ws lived in the Deanery, and our friends enjoysd the large
parlors, for svery Sunday evening there were always o group of young meon
and womsn there, and sometimos the Dsan would have n book to rond to them,.
Into this group Mr. William Térrance eame ono ovoning, He wne o young Snglish
business man who weo working for an English firm, but wns not ospooially happy
in his work. Hs como ofton mand wo liked him wery much., Demn Williams
thought he would maks n fino olorgyman end urged him to go to Boxley and
study for the ministry which he lator 4id,

The congregations nt this time nmumborced about five hundrsd poople,

Just twice ns many as we had in our parigh et Stoubenville, Ohlo. The vestry

\



was made up of Influontial men of the city--dootors, lawyers, ocepteine
of industry, collspc men, merchants, eto, Clsvaland was s progressive
oity. ¥Husio end e2-: flouriched and thers wes much interest in the de-
velopment of e modurn librery. £ fine new library was built nlong.modern
lipes, Ur, William Brett wea one of the first librerisne to introduce
the opon shell library sgystem where the public could handle the bocks,

He maintained that the publie ecould be trusted to handle the books, and
that books were written to ba reed and thot men, women and chkildrsn could
ba trusted to use them and cars for them. Desn Williams wez much in-
terested in the library and in the librarisn., He sorved on the Library
Board for some years and gerved ms President of ths Board until we went
to Detroit in 1906,

For recreation and fsllowship, Dean Williams joined the Cosmo—
hoghany Club - n group of eollege professors and young clergymen, They
met at dinner once & month "around the mahoghany table to disouss ths
affairs of the cosmos. It was a dsbating society te which ors cculd Be—
lopg 4f bo eould stand i+ and Ald not egres with anybody"

Hanry Uecrgs was s gusst of the club cns svening when he was
oampaigning for governmer of New York., Hs had just published his book
on "Frogress and Poverty" and wasz the spoeker of the evening. FKe spoks
ef the"Gospel of Single Tax." Llomds Post wes one of the guests and
Tom L. Johnson, then Mayor of Cleveland, and he hed meny followers.

Dean Williams was much interested in his telk end latsr he wrote mn
artiele on the "Equal Right of All Men %o the Use of the Earth,"

Mr. Philebrown of Boston was gusst of tha evening, he heard of the
nddress and nsked Doan Williams to deliver it to a group of frisnds in



Boeston. I wee invitod to go to Bosten with him--nll expenscs peid--it
vas & great oceasl n for me —and T had & wonderful time.

Deen Williaws was vory much intersated in the work of
Miss Jane Adams in Chieago., Sho had been abroad studying eooisl housing,
and what wns being done at Toynbee Hnll, and knd bFeen in Rusals talk=
ing with Tolstol, B5he, with a group of like minded persons started the
Tirst Sooinl Settlement House in that part of tho country--Hull Heuse,
Thair work wes among the foreign born, who had coms to tho Unitod Statos
bacause of the unheappy conditiona in their country, and thoy nsodsd
frisnds who could hslp them to ndjust themsslves to this new country.
Depn Willisme wns of'ten at Hull ‘House for confersnces, and alss foyr
addrassas,

One day & group of young peocple from Hiram Collego cames to
Doan Willieme to nsk him if there wns not something that thoy oould do
to help the foreign born ohildron in Claveland, A4l1 they had to cffer
wos A oradle, six teaspoons mnd willing heartes and hands, Dean Williams
was ablo ts find some friends to holp them mnd it wmz not long befers a
agttlerant house was bullt end staffed end Mr, George Bellamy was in
charge. Deam Willioms waa Presidemit of the incorporated board [or seven
yoars sam=t! taught a closs in history two yemra. Ancther settlement houso
in which he sms much interested was Goodrich House, foundad by
Mrs. Semuol Mather, whioh also worked mmong the foreign born women end
girls.

History repeats itsslf. When we came to Detroit in 1908, afber
Desn Williamo had bean ocalled to be the Bichop of Michigan, we found a
aity with fine old residences, lovely pgarddns, end besutiful traed and

lawns, The business men walked a milic or two to th eir places of businesy,
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earriagos and horses wero ussd for transportation and soma stroet cars
and bicyclss. The churoches wera moving up town and some new houssz wers
budly, St, Paul's Church down town had meved into the new Parish House
on Hencock and Woodward, Orace Church and Inmanuel were soen to follow
&nd the three church congregations were to unite in ono building under
tho nama of 5t. Paul's Cathedrsl with Dr. Samuel Marquls ms Dean,

Dr. MoCerroll and Rev, Mr, Purton masisted, Dr., ¥cCarrcll hed ons of ths
firet Ford cars, and used to toke us nround to ses the city.

Henry Ford had just startod his automobile busimsss, The auto-
mecbile industry devoloped rapidly--fortunes were made overnight, Ford ad-
vertised that he would pay $5 s day and mon poursd into Detroit, Meny
houses wore nooded for tham. Highland Park developed for the Ford maen.
It toock on the ely of a city itself, The cobblestons rosds were hard on
the nsaw ocars. Tho automobile demandod pgood rond beds, so new roads wers
bullt. Strangors poured into Dotroit and the whele atmesphors changad,
We hed chosen n lerge house nnd grounds on Bliect and Woodward mo our
place of residence. After soveral yoars wu moved n block awny to
32 Stimson Place, We had quite a Inrge house there--room for entertaine
ing for all our friends and thrse maids, It was o grand place for
perties. In 1518 we moved to 241 Eliot Stroct=-and heve beean here ever
since, It has boen o period of sorrow too, for Tom Websr, Elisabeth's
husband died here before the family moved in, Litile Iucy died here alse
and slse Tharles D, the father of the femily in 1923, Thers are only two
of the family left hers now, Ellzabeth and me--but the others como end go

and we have many happy reunions, at the dets of this writing in 1838,



In the summer of 1910, Bishep Williamas tock our daughter,
£Yizaboth Wober end mynslf to England to attend ths Lambeth Confarence,
Tt was our first trip scross tho Atlantle, and we had very delightful
treveling compsnions, Sishop mnd Mre. Remington. The ccean trip wes de-
lightful, we hed good weather and we enjoyed the experionoe very much.
When yu reachad Sngland we wors +miten to the Pnlags of tho dear Bishop of
London, with edout eight othar guosss, smorionrs all, The English people
gra vory hospitebls but leavs you slens more than the Amerionna do, Aftar
boing shown our rooms we went cut in the lovely gardens where wo could sn=
joy ' tho sunshine or read, Iater the Bishops and Clergy arrived and we had
tosn in the gardon and then wont to our rooms to rest, The Blshep of London
18 a vory dear, simple hosrted old men, who had turned the large part of
his prounds into emall gardens which the village folk usad to plant. This
wis just after the Wer, you know, There were five other guests, and we
all ked & merry time, The denr Bishep of London had little wooly white
ghowls for us to wear when we went into the chapsl for evening devotiona
befors we rotired for the night, for the chapel wes cold., The Blahkop had
turned his palnce into n hospital during the war and wae a chaplein for
the boys. Wo had ten et Lembeth Falaco and stayed about two days. The
tes wae served far n laprge group of ladies from nll ports of ths world, One
denr ledy woe very deafl and gerried around her ear trumpst coversd with
black laes, whish she held out for us to usa to talk to her, She mewm
aspeoislly delighted with Elirabeth and would leok for her to get har to
talk to her., She wns the wife of the Bighop of Wales., The Canndinn Bishop
of Spring River in Northern Conada wes an interesting guest--well drassed and

entertaln i-“,sr
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The King snd Queen received the Convention in Buekinghem
Peluce Gardens with tho Indian Guard with their shiny black fnosa,
stending ot attention. The Roysl Family received us end wo tried to
moke the ourtsey,but found oursslvss not properly nimbls or graceful.
Our refreshmsnta wore two or thrss large strawberrles., We were not
having sugar those days but 1ittle pill shaped tablets of sncoharin. Wa
sow the beautiful dowager Queen Alezandrisa in her whaol chalr, It was -
very delizghtful seeasion.

A few days lator we went to Southorn England for & visit with
Mre, Feek, Her son had marrisd an Amerfean girl who wished she had o
small house and grounds, It was a beautifyl place but built on a scala
with ovene that could cock an ox st a time. Of course we saw Onthedrels
end the Wox Worka and visitud Parllamont and heard ths Big Ben and saw the
beautiful hille and lakes and nte some awful cold puddings and oqually
ewful acffee, But that wns not our way but we must just smile and taks
it. 1 must not forgst ths evening whsn the lMayorssa of London invited tha
guasts for tea. We had musio, The tables were nll set with wonderful
silver tea service, Butlers by ths dozens serving you, The Mayoress wns
quits n person end lst you knew Lif you made m mistake. The Cathadrals
were beautifuly There were grent groups of people visiting them from all
over the world. Poor Znglande-much wator hos gone under the mill since
then, snd now she s in fear of the future - May she find her way out of
these troubled times with honor and still lead the way to a better olvili=
zation - no wars,

The Girl's Frisndly Scclety gave & great entertoinment in e

groat Hall-=wonderful to sos such & groat crowd of girls, We had a
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Missionary Mosting on Thrend and Nesdle Street whero misslonaries from
South ifrioe Camo. Thore was o very large crowd--cne couléd net hser very
woll, It soems they wore telling sad atories of not having enough support.
Thot sesmsd natural but ngt very chesrful,

Ve took = 1ittle trip on $the Continent--secing Perls and France--
the gardens, ert gelleriss, the Boulevards, and river. Treins were packed to
the limit everywhere. Psople rushing to get to the beata to be taken %o
Americn, scmo bare hended and with only a small bundle of clothes. We saw
Italy--that lovely spot,

In 1922 the burden was partisularly heavy, Bishep Williamé had
given o soursa of lectures on the “Prophatie Ministry for Todey" in
Now York City. Tt wns o challonge te the Theologioal students =0 to toach
tha Gespel of Jesuz Christ that it would affect oavary phose of 1ife-=in
busincss, in the home, and in personsl living, Business men were very
sensitivo of critielem of thair metheds about that time and they took
offonse at Bishop Williams' plaln speaking and brought pressure on our
ghurchman that they should curb their Blshcp. He #fhould “prench the
simple Gospel" mnd "let business alone," What did a Bishop lmow ebout
business, But Bishep Williams know that the meseags %o deliver war a real
one and noeded to be dolivered and that the ohuroh and buziness should work
together if they wors to hasten the coming of the Kinpgdem of God, for the
common good end build a Christian oivilisation. So he continued to preach
ne ths Spirit ggve him utterancs, In 1822-28 he undertock to prepars his
legture course eon "Thc Cuspsl of Fellowship" for Vanderbilt University.
Hashville, Tonnesses, to bo deliversd in the eprinz of 1823, Just befors

Lent ho had an eppointment in the northern part of the dlocess, and he cama
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back in & bitter enow storm. We had an cpportunity to hear Kraisler
play st the Arcadin, end we deecided to hear his Heavenly music. Ash
Wednasday moraing b+ fid not feel equal to poing to the Sarvics but spent
the morning in the study writing., He had an engagement with Dr, Maxcon st
St. John's ractory--then the Diocesan office--for the aftornoon, and I
was %o teke my first work nt the Internatiomnl Institute, s¢ we both went
out in the bitter cold--14 degress below rorc--and omme in about the same
time in the afternoon on February 14, 1923, He came in & little nhead
of me. He came in from the study to mest me nnd sat down to +011 ma about
hie talk with Dr, Maxon. The mist was still on my glasses--thers was
silence~-I looked up - and ha hed passed RWRY .

There wsre many frionds who came to do him honor. There weore
many Services in the dlfferent churches to honor his memory and spealk
of the value of his 1ifo and work. His body 1ies in the srypt of

S%. Paul's Cathedral--benoath the High Alter,
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