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Steward of God

“Lam only acting as a steward of God: you

must thank Him.” — WILLIAM A. PROCTER

The establishment of Saint Elizabeth’s was due,
in large part, to the financial support of William
Alexander Procter of Glendale, Ohio. He served as
first president of the Procter & Gamble Company,
from 1890 to 1907. He was a faithful member of the
Episcopal Church. His philanthropy extended to

many organizations in Ohio and elsewhere.

When Deaconess Drant sought a sponsor for her
missionary work to Hawat, Mr. Procter willingly
paid her travel costs, salary, and annual living

expenses. As the work of Saint Elizabeth’s expanded,
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‘Charlotte Elzabeth Procte, wife of

‘Willam A. Procter.

location was sought. In 1904, Mr.
Procter provided the necessary funds to purchase

a half-block of land bordered by King and Kanoa
Streets and Pua Lane. Upon this property, he
financed the construction and furnishing of a

church, settlement house, and vicarage.

In 1906, Mr. Procter funded the purchase of a
property on the other side of Kanoa Street. It
extended from Pua Lane to the middle of the block.
The remainder of the block, ending at Banyan

MisProcers  Sreet, was purchased through the generosity of
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o P ooy These combined properties became the site of an
affordable housing development for mission
communicants. Mr. Procter also realized that church
workers needed an occasional respite from their labors. Through

his generosity, a vacation home in Waidhole Valley was purchased

for their use. It was named the Olivia Procter Rest House.
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present church nowstands.

Mr. Procter unexpectedly died on Good Friday in 1907. In paying
tribute to Mr. Procter, Bishop Restarick remarked: “He had beena
very large giver to many charities, and to the Church, but nothing
had given him more genuine pleasure than the work at Saint
Elizabeth’s, in every detail of which he was kept informed by
letters and photographs. It was a pleastire to be told by his
children that his interest in this work had been a great blessing

to him”

The children of Mr. Procter
continued to support the work of
Saint Elizabeth’s that had meant so
much to their father. They
presented the stained-glass
altarpiece in 1907, in memory of
their mother. Created by Tiffany
and Company of NewYork, the
altarpiece shows Saint Elizabeth

and Saint John the Baptist receiving
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possible the acquisition of the

remaining portion of the block on

King Street in 1911.



