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X ‘Dt mier, '1055. wes g oi;:ung time in #ll county Engineers'
offices probebly. In little Hockland County, Hew York, the strangely
placed triengle tucked in agelnst the northern boundery or New J-rnf

by pressure of the great tays of the lower Hudson on the esst, and the

- messif of Ramepo end Fighland renges on the northewest, thinge come
sbout usually with slow dignity and theyesrs bring few changes in

places or persons. our officlsls more often then not serve thirty yeems,
~and our Court House 1s rather like & pleesant club,

Put these markedly different years he@ affected us more then we

Qﬁ our population of asbout sixty thousond hed to be feceds 7The eitizens,

ly so self-reliant and modestly prosperous=-we heve had very few

¥ weslthy pu}lo smong ue et eny time--a lerge proportion of them

descendents of the Dutech end 'uguenot first settlere, living in

red sendstone farm houses of the 18th Century, or in slmost

, interesting "period” houses of succeeding generstions, were

the effecta of the collepse of County industries snd 1€ was be~

0 to us ell, : .

By December, however, the Civil Works Pureeu hed been formed end it

possidble to register for work relief, end "projects” were the new

ities as well es luxuries of the moment, One could register with

Temporery Emergency Relief Puresu end receive a card which wes a ~
y worded Introduction to the boss of & "project". !

Some of our officlels were stunned and thought only of the future

others reelized that the taxes would be there in spite of enything

could do, and busled themselves devising useful projects.

somprehensive project was initiated by our fine County

1 Tomlting Allison, and during the most terribdle winter
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expérienced here in eighty=five years, kept & very large number of
men end women from suffering as they might have done without it. The
project in all its branches was designed "to put all County property
in first cless condition",

Now I had long busied myself with roadside besutification, end
had but recently been appointed to work ss lendscape consultent in
¥r. Allison's office. So matters pertaining to landscepe design were
referred to me, snd on one of the coldest of deys I was teken out be=
hind the Court House to look over a jumble of unrelated scres snd told
to "meke a Perk of this",

Our Court House, built in 1920 to replace a picturesque but unsafe
o0ld briek building of 1827, has en impressive lime-stone facade with
broad lawns end fine old trees inherited from the earlier days end
faces on the main street of a tiny hemlet nemed hopefully in 1777
"New City" when the Coynty Seat was moved there from Tappen in the
southern end of the County, Viewed from sides and rear where the
contiguous brick jail is attached to it by & low brick passege, all
monumentality vanishes end it looks 1ike a poorly designed fnntnry. |
#11 the grading done at the time of building had increased this con=
fused e
ed at the north, west end south of the older site seemed more A1fficult

erance end several hitherto unconnected percles of land acquire

to deal with through heving been cut off from the front lawn levels

by thoughtless heaping upon them of the sub=soil materials excobated
for the new buildings, end by the erection of a twenty=five foot re=-
taining well for the pa sege=-road to & parking spsce behind the Jald
for its employees. ¥his wall hes no merits in itself as far as looks

80, and merely cuts off the view of what had, before degilement with
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£1lth .und rubbish, been a pretty little stresm valley, with meadows
end woods beyond, Furthermore, expediency, unadvised by any artist,
hed created a vast desert in the larger part of the land ascross the
streem in the form of a foureacre space of roughly leveled fill used
for giving tests for automobile licenses. So the outlook from the vhole
resr of the btullding in which meny of the most important offices ere,
was as bed es the rear of the building 1tself] Burdocks and a2ll the
other handsome but truculent growths that teke edventage of neglect
mede climbing about over the place difficult, snd very soon came sSnow
upon snow, but T put on high boots, well oiled, and begen & series of
trempings with tepe-line and camera and notebook,

In connection with the repainting of the interior of the Court
House, three men were put to work gathering tins snd bottles not already
frozen to the soil and this was preliminary to meny weeks devoted to the
removel of the debris of the fifty years during wich the village of New
City hed discarded all of its unwented objects in various perts of these
lends, We had elmost an historic collection of old bress beds and o1l
stovesy our beer bottles would have trsced pre-prohibition styles, and
for two weeks we lasbored on a rusted steem=shovel, named grandilequently
"Bueyrus," with mf acetilene torch before the heughty junk man would
consent to take 1t away = and then we had to bury the huge boiler}

; Some of the fine young engineers from the C.W.A. list were appointed
to meke for me the contour map which allowed me to design to a very fine
scele. Ny idess crystelized very guickly under the emcitement of the
very serious difficulties apvarent in the terrain., When I tried in the
office to find out how much I would be allowed to spend everyone was
vague. It wes all 80 new. Our office, therty years under one heed hed
its hebits of work, and all the new ramificetions end red tepe lines
were hard to understand, One A1d not even know exsctly what questions
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to ask, or of whom to ask thems

There were our own five Supervisors, nise men

erstely, terrifying

when seated solemnly around a teble. There wes e grand French Captein %
who headed the C.W.Ae Buresu end was en end hed g
more institutions then I cen remenber to neme., He found most of the >
men given to him es aides by political leaders sn smeteur orew snd genere
elly made independ:nt decisions on the merits of individus) ceses., He

sew whet wes in my plens from the first end when I knew how to ask for

help T got it from him, But the experiences of a creative artists'

11fe @o not teech one how to work for & group of measters, end the Aiffie
cultios for me of remembering ell the forms for requieitions, of welting
for bide on things thet I could buy for helf whet the bidders would
demend heve remeined Aifficulties to thie deyl Mr. Allison seid, "Plen
everything just es you think it should be end we'll get it done domeway."

When T got it cleer in my heed what T could do with the speces I
mede the first set of drswings end e report for the Supervisors snd they
voted me $500 end then soon efter $478 of this hsd to go into surfecing
the great peiking space snd I was beek h ere I begen, with lebour but
no materials.

Weanwhile T hed driven over sixteen thousend miles on rosd surveys,
studying our County for its possibilities, interesting people in the
whole idee of conserving end enhancing the very great beauty of our little
section of the levely Wudson Velley, writing dozens of letters abou:h:;o

5 Park end the better rosdside work might ad® to our treesures, snd it
continued to snow snd to be below zero, and my three men were gled that
burning dead trees and rubbish was pert of thair work,
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Merch 1st ceme end I sugrested to the Supervisors that perhaps
I deserved o selary of some kind. This proved to be something of a
shocke 4 Lendscape Consultant was a queer fish anyway, but one that
cost anythign wes elmost enother of those who rod the poor taxpayery
After e month I waes put on a "contigent” list at $100 a month; no ex=
pense sccount, no secretsrila help end not much notice tekem or my
recommendetions outside or our own office.

With April lst, C.W.A. became 7,

ohe 8nd my Perk Project wascoone

that wes approved by the New York office. I suddenly found myself out
on the bere plateau which I designed to make into a formel gerden facing
@ group of men of all sges and degrees of intelligence but of absolutely
one mind in their resentment at having to be bossed by e women}

They were men of all trades except the gardenersy sn electricien,

@ butcher, a marble~setter, severel brickysrd men, a shauffer, e plumbe
er, a statisticlien even] They ell handed me their cerds in sullen
silence. Reing e shy person with enyone who does not come half way
towerd me, I wes, thet first ioy morning, sbsolutely terrified, and
wond red what on eerth had ever led me into doing this thingl We aid
not even have tools to start something with, I got out my first plans
end they did not seem to care to look at the. They were going to hate
the job whatever 1t wes.

I got into my little car end went dowh to the local herdware store
end came back with the rumble full of picks end shovels and axes.
Wheelberrows, thought need«d at once, were beyond my pocketbook = eventu=
ally we got two out of a dump end borrowed two old ones from the Town
Roed Superintendent,
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Almost the first swing of pick started things going better., A man
seld "Look} lioneyl" end the sluggish troop fairly jumped to his side.

He hed turned up three querters stuck together with frost, The rubbigh
end red Airt flew and mon pounced again and aghin and held up more
querters end half dollers generally in clumps of frozen earths Everyone
glowed end even I wee teken in to the wermer atmosphere, womsn though I
wesy A greet deal of Airt wes moved - though with no attentlon to its
proper distination - end the morning went end only thirty-three odd
Aollers were found, but the job was off to e really good stert thet
Fete had contrived. WNevar since have T been made to feel en outsider
end the five and e helf months Auring which we have worked together heve
welded us into en excelent working squad/

In July e resl gerdener ond e young surveyor who liked gardening
were given to me, end about the middle of juguet I got two bricklayers,
eand T heve since ecquired a scenie peinter, 3o my men now totel twenty=~
one, counting the four pesinters who work, it seems for all eternity,
painting the bars tn the jall. Of course no men works more than three
days, and some only two so that my forece smounts to about ten men. Three
of the twenty-one ere ebout equd to one good men, but the others ere sll
doing their best to help me produce a Park for our County and the growing
ﬁrido in the work now thet we have something to show for it is hesrtening.
They have £11 come to be willing to confess e love of flowers, end bring
me specimens to id-ntify or tell me with pride of some plant at home
that is distinguishing itself by bloom or rarity. They bring their wives
end children on Sundays, end their friends, less fortumte in getting
essigned to jobs come end spend the days with us.

From the first, being obliged to go here and tlere throughout the
County to spesk in fustification of spending money on "mere lendscaping”
ot & time 1ike this = for there were violent attacks upon the project
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by the more conservative taxpmyors - T had been fired with zeal for ell
the uses thet T saw we might incorporate into our Park, We are surrounded
by the great superd State Perks - Bear Nountsin, Harriman and the
Palisedes Tnterstete Parks - but they are parks for New York City people
in hordes, an? excepting in winter Rocklend County people rarely g0 into
them. Lerpe es they sre, they elweys seem crowded, Here in our own

five ecres T saw we could heve in miniature more what a privete garden
lover looks i’or in e gerden, Something in which every feature wes the

result of cereful thought, a se of privacy, a howeliness, and all

the educational fest of y botenical garden and wild flower

preserve, as well as plesssnt 1 pienic g » t for
the gerden club meetings, and resting places for the out of work
villegers snd the Court House employees in the immediate vieinity,

T had early listed my possibilities. First, make it sound and de-
eided in design end have it help to pull the unrelated parts of the
Court Wouse together into something more pleasiag from the rear and
s8ides: )a Aifficult tesk as yet not realizedl), MNeke it hortlculturelly
instructive through the fineness of verities in their clesses, Trees,

both ell our natives and such aliens would harmonize with them, shrubs

of distinetion, perennials of the best, annyals in their handsome riche

ness of colour and mess, bulbs and tubers, rock plants used properly,

& bog treated generously with interplentings emong its own treasures,
the wooded benks of the streem encouraged to produce more end more wild-
flowers, end all and and kept in our little

garden house for those accurate i on, Then make e County
nursery in the half acre of meadow beside the big parking spece, so that
we will have suprlies for road planting in the future. Use the little
winding stream of which we have ebout fifteen hundred feet, ten to fifteen

feet wide, in every way to reveal its beauties, Its shores are lined
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with splce~bush and witch hazel, elderberry end osier, viburnums and
virgin's bower, great royal ferns, ironweed, Joe Pye end now the ssters
end hundreds of other things. All these have come out thickly sinee
the tons of refuse were removed from the banks, T have nestled Sables
end seats of stone handled ln.tha lergest way wherever a iovoly viste
of water or copse was best seen, We have every kind of bird the section
herbours, and we are making them happier with a bird feeding ststion that
will be cared for by the New City school children during the winter,
These children have from the first been made into a loysl band of lovers
of the Park. They epnreciate the better wading places end the pools
for bost sailing end the fire places for potato roasting and they have
policed the picnic grove and picked off thousands of tent caterpillar
ege messes as well es nests, end kept things nest, and they are greatly
interested in the little open eir theetre we sre making for thems

It also came to my mind thet though the County wes founded by the
Puteh and though the originsl Duteh settlers ere slmost to e men still
represented here by direct d-scendents, there is no County Memoriel to
thems So I plunned the formal pert of my garden es a "Dutch Garden" and

spent every possible evening running in to New York libraries to refresh

my knowledge of Duteh gerd ng, studying 1ally the use of dbrick
in Wollend, in the hope of here an i rest in more free dee

signing with brick, Our County had hed one of the greatest brick=produce
ing industries in the Country for over & hundred years yet we nenver had
developed any interesting technique for the use of this splendid meteriel,
So I designed ell my steps end pavements, "gzomerheus" end gazebo, end a
wall elong the eastern and southern sides of the formel part of the garden,
as well as the wol walls of the sunken centre of it, in patters of distinct
interest. In one panel of the wall I am going to set all I cen find of
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the stamped bricks acrrying the marks of the fifty odd ysrds that
formerly made Haverstraw brick, in memory of a lost industry that had
meent livelihood to a guarter of our population.

The blue-print mede in December still fairly represents the general
design of the Dutch Garden. I found that working with untrained men,
drawings were not much use. They could not understand them. So I drew
on the groud with stekes, and I lay bricks in place with my hands, and
I indicate the placing of every rock and plant, so that between 73s30A.M.
end 4P.Me I am as sctive as 1t 1s possible to be. When tools are dropped
and the trek towards the cars 1s begun I too sigh with weariness. But
my dey still lasts on. I have to visit people to look at offerings for
the park, write letters or attend conferences in one of the several
offices that control our work, work shead a little on what is to be done
tomorrow, meke out reguisitions for material, or some of the many re-
ports, before I csn retire to a domesticity that also has its duties.

Sometimes the adventure seems threatened withiship-wreck, when
politics, in which I teke as little part as most artists, put fear into
the hearts of the men who can vote it out, and my men bring me rumours of
2 "shut-down" and we all go dadly for a day or two. For all my men khve
heavy burdens and there is nothing in sight to seke the place of this
work-relief at present. Most have not only children, but the failing
elders of their family to look after; two have lost wives since we began
work and all themselves show the effects of the long time it is since
they have had food up to their former stendards of living. They have
taught me a great deal about our Country that I never knew before. There
i1s the grim John, with a nose like the older Morgen, who has been a tee-
totaller all his life and who thought the worst of me at first, but who
now helps me over a bad place withishy kindness; the id quick little

"Gokey" whose name should be Geuthier if Haverstraw had cared for origins.
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He digs perfoct ditches like besutifully 1ined brown boxes with such
level bottoms thet our footings rust all be immortally stesdy. There

is "Jus" with had cboked on a corner of his head, end e D'Artegnan nose,
e Savoyerd humorist who respects no person. There is the steady quiet
Swede who seems to be moving his big freme slowly but whose mind's
eoncentration on his stones has produced ell our mucheatmireod stone work,
The matter-of-fact brickleyers who were never before set at such intir-

cate tasks essI have reedy for them each dey, but who have come to like

it. “he impor safety 1 who whips out his lodine for every
thorn-stab, snd feels so responsidle for us all. There ls one-our young=
est - who longs for a farm for his two 1ittlc boys to grow up on. There
1s e Cermsn, the only one inclined to meke speesches, snd en Itallam who
plods almost without words. There is the colored man who asked me if

I knew that if you ate the heart of a turtle "pou'd be so evil that you
wouldn't heve fear of anything" = he'd tried but couldn't bring himself
to do 1t. We'll sll miss eech other when the final shutedown comes}

They have grown ever freer with suggestions snd sdvice sbout each
plece of work since those far behind spring days when I timidly showed
them whet we were setiing out to do, end T like to believe that they will
miss the veried interest of thia job when fate takes them p-c'z to the
jobs they want.

There is no dou@t in the minds of the reguler visitors to the Park
that it is a desirsble project, During the month of July, when I kept &
census of them, 1034 persons ate lunches there, These were sometimes in
groups that represented clubs = The Young Hen's Democratic Glub, the Wel=

fare

ricers of Rocklend end their guests, the Methodist Church Guild.

The 4-H Clubs, the Cirl Scouts and Boy Scouts, and regulasrly every two
weeks, the T,F.R.A. office help. There would be evening end Sunday perties
too, which I did not count. One Sunday I took some of my own neighbors
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I,
over \:‘ro for e pienic and found every teble end seat and fireplace in use
.

by rq‘ily perties.
We have had splendid presents of trees end shrubs end plent material

. |

of 81l kinds, from the thirty year old Norwey maples that begin to shede

the hot parking space and which we moved with the County derrick and trailer
in a Wey marked for me by sleepless nights= not a man working for me had

ever moved a tree beforel Four thoussnd iris of nemed verieties meke the
wool-edge border of e long winding walk: spréces end dogwoods, fine Veiteh
Jjunipers forty yeers oldjzlilles; twelve thousand nareissus bulbs in twelve
named varieties,rock plents,water plants, wildlings from ell parts-all sorts
of lovely things have clothed our surfaces as fast as we cofld get them

ready.
Now in 1937 how mich of my larger plsh s realized? The project is

working under W.P.4e only 46 hours a month, and during these winter months
only my three bricklayers end their helpers are kept on. I have ventured
far beyond my original plsns in pattern and Aetoll ma when it iz too cold
to lay brieks we cut them for the intricate mosaics of our terrace floors
and the finish is in aight. Our Tea-house is awaiting the Ludovici-Celadon
tiles for its reof which have still to be voted us by our sponsors. 610 feet
of very varied wall work 1s finished ;d the water snd rock gardens were
slreedy rich in bloom last fell. Wow that I am a seasoned geng boss 1 sm
more patient with the set-up that o often keeps us marking time without
meterials. I get desperate and go out eand buy what cement my 1little cer will
carry and get behind with the grocer, but the work goes om., wen who sit in
offices end argue thet our project is not worth supporting have never teken
the trouble to walk out end look dt it. “e would have been sacrificed long
#go if the support of the Gerden Clubs, Conservation Association snd other
out door interests was not so obviously behind us.

Ahead of me 11y when the o work is all done is

the more Aifficult work of keeping the Gerden slive md active in the
uses to whish it cen be put in the life of the Comunity. I must get a
Horticultural Society organized md continue to foster the love of beauty



thro the shhools, Parent-Teacher organizations etc. This last
mtumn I offered & course in all branches of scientific horticulture in

the Junior College thst supplements our best High School. I have ten very
hard working students. We use the @arden for all laboratory swork, doing
our grafting and Mendelian plent breeding there as well a8 all the processes
of growing things well, each student having e plot that is part of the
Nursery space I early reserved there.

Building e Publie Park is only the beginning. The end is for the

future.



