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ETERSBURG, ALASKA

Lew Williams, Sr. (above) stands in front of the Wr'ahgeil' Sentinel’s
Country Campbell letterpress in use in Wrangell in the mid-1950s. The |
press, manufactured in 1866, is now housed at the Wrangell Museum.
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Petersburg Pilot press operators output a recent edition of the newspaper on the company’s 6-unit Goss Community offset press located in Petersburg.
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Pilot File Photo

e

The Petersburg Pilot office at 207 N. Nordic Drive comprises 2,200 sq. ft. of space that
includes 3 work stations, the co-publisher’s business office and a retail office supply
store. An additional 3,500 sq. ft. of space houses the pressroom, and production facil-

Sentinel File Photo

The Wrangell Sentinel offices are at 205 Front Street and utilize about 630 sq. ft. of
space for business offices and reporter’s work-station.

ities and additional office space.

We are indebted to former Petersburg Press
and Wrangell Sentinel publisher Lew Williams,
Jr. for providing stories, photos and information

~ about both Petersburg and Wrangell newspapers.

In addition to providing historic photos,
Williams also provided entire chapters of a book

Alaska and its Newspapers.”

In the mid-1970s historian and author Evan-
geline Atwood was urged by Fairbanks Daily
News-Miner executive Charles Gray and
Ketchikan Daily News Publisher Lew Williams,
Jr. to write a history of Alaska newspapers. She
completed a manuscript, “A History of One Hun-

Williams provides historic
photos and information for
this User’s Guide

he updated and edited, “Bent Pins to Chains;

- Juneau. He later operated newspapers with his

dred Years of Newspapering in Alaska, 1885 — wife, Dorothy, in Petersburg, Wrangell, Sitka and

be published.

She gave copies of her manuscnpt to
Williams, Gray and her husband, Anchorage
Times Publisher Robert B. Atwood. She asked
Williams to edit it and have it published.

After retiring as a Ketchikan newspaper pub-
lisher, Williams began updating Mrs. Atwood’s
manuscript, resulting in an expanded archive
copy. That copy is with her original manuscript
in various archives. The book “Broken Pins to
Chains,” is developed from that updated copy.

Williams began his newspaper career in 1936
as a carrier for the Daily Alaska Empire in

1985,” but died ofcaneerm 1987bcfai:e 1t ooukl“; -
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This guide
explains
our work

We’re proud of the work our employees accomplish to bring a new
edition of the Sentinel and the Pilot to our readers each week.

We have published this guide to the Wrangell Sentinel and the Pe-
tersburg Pilot to acquaint you with who we are and the how we do our
jobs. ' We’ve also included photos and stories about the history of each
of the papers.

This guide explains some of our values and philosophies and how
we operate our newspapers. We offer advice on how to get your stories
and advertising messages into print.

We are in the business of providing news for our readers and a serv-... |
ice to our advertisers. In the case of the Wrangell Sentinel, we follow
a long chain of publishers who have met this challenge for nearly 116§
years. In the case of the Petersburg Pilot, we have miet the challenge -
for a mere 44 years after the Petersburg Press folded in 1973. ;

We hope this guide will help you use our services more effectively.

As always, we welcome your comments and input whether by let-
ters to the editor or suggestions to the publishers.

We exist to serve you.
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Editorial
pages are
reserved

pelmbwq

rerErsauno,
ALASKA
P.O. Box 930
Petersburg, AK 99833
907-772-9393

OBITUARY
INFORMATION

Forms help

° . Name of Deceased Age
for Oplnlons Birthdate City & State
r ea ICT'S glVC US NEWS | e sooecronon
Place of Death (hospital, home, etc.)

Editorial pages are unlike Cause of Death
any other pages in the paper, be- Both the Pilot and Sentinel have special forms that help people it m‘”—
cause they are reserved for opin- give us news about engagements, weddmgs bmh announcements ColegsTSchocing
ions. News appears on other and obituaries. Occupations
pages, free from opinions, ex- The forms list the types of mformanon we publish and help —

. e Memberships/Organizations

cept those of news sources that us get the necessary writ Honons/Awards
may be quoted from time to Photos may be mtb stories, news releases or | suvivors
time. with complgged we préwde Brmg in several photos

Reader’s opinions and the

newspaper’s opinion both
appear on the editorial pages of
both newspapers. We even label
the page as the “Opinion Page.”

One editor wrote, “The front
page is for the report of what
others are doing. The editorial
page is the report of what the
editor thinks they should be
doing.” An editorial is written
by the editor and represents the
newspaper’s stand or commen-
tary on an issue.

An editorial can
praise, thank, inform, criticize,
strengthen, invite, share or
critique. An editor’s viewpoint
can change over time. An edito-
rial opinion is a timely state-
ment on an event. New
information, new circumstances
and a change in attitude can

u—v ey bossaw fioe the Alaska Stae Hotse of | -
! 11l 287 wiih o

 agement b 90 porcent politics and stll iy wday

tos left in mtr

nunutes

fice. We cannot be responmble for pho- o
”ﬁmﬁore than 1 month.

For critical photos that cannot be duplicated, we can often .
scan images while you wait, and return the photo to you in a faw

Memorial Services (time, date, place)

————

Place of Burial

Officiating Pastor & Pallbearer names

Memorial contributions to

Other information

Photo may be submitted for possible publication.
In some cases, color photographs may not be acceptable.
Black & white photos are preferred.

change an editor’s viewpoint
from one year to the next.

We print reader’s
comments on the same page, as
“Letters to the Editor.” They are
the lifeblood of a community
newspaper, because the newspa-
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Pilot photo

The Sentinel and Pilot print hundreds of letters each year on local

topics of interest to our readers.

per exists as a forum for debate
and exchange of ideas.

We print our opinions and
those of our readers. We treat
their opinions as carefully as our
own. Libelous remarks are cut
out and we reserve the right to
edit all letters, without altering
the intent. We encourage letters
to be typed or printed in upper
and lower case being careful of
correct punctuation and gram-
mar.

We cannot publish thank you
letters listing more than five in-
dividuals or businesses. Like-
wise, we don’t publish
commercial messages veiled as
letters to the editor. These items
are best published as advertis-
ing.

Finally, we require that all
letters be signed by the author.
By publishing the writer’s
name, we make them account-
able for their opinion and we

keep the newspaper from be-
coming a vehicle for innuendo.

We make the editorial page
one of distinction, located in the
same place each week. We're
proud to display the writings of
this newspaper and our readers
on it’s special pages.

If you don’t like the editor’s
opinion you may call him and
tell him so, or you may flatter
him even more by writing a let-
ter for publication.

Letters to the editor are welcomed

- Both newspapers welcome letters to the editor,
particularly letters pertaining to local issues. Let-
ters must be signed and be limited to 350 words
or roughly a page and one-half of double spaced

type.

Writers should include a daytime phone num-
ber so that the editor may verify content and au-

thorship.

We reserve the right to edlt letters for libelous
material, length, taste and clarity. All letters are
accepted and published on a space available basis.

Letters become the property of the newspapers

and will not be returned.

Deadline for submission of letters is 5 p.m.
each Monday for the Sentinel and each Tuesday

for the Pilot. Letters should be addressed’to: Edi-
tor, Petersburg Pilot, P.O. Box 930, Petersburg,
Alaska 99833. Letters may be dropped off at our
office at 207 N. Nordic Drive, as well. In

Wrangell, letters should be addressed to Editor,

Wrangell Sentinel, P.O. Box 798, Wrangell,
Alaska 99929. Letters may be dropped off at the

Sentinel office at 205 Front Street.

Letters are accepted by email as well. Wrangell
Sentinel letters should go to wrgsent@gmail.com
and to Petersburg Pilot atpilotpub@gmail.com

Both papers will accept longer op-ed pieces by

prior arrangement with the publisher. Generally

words.

those pieces are llmlted to between 750 and 800

Call us today for:

ETERSBURG, ALASKA

e Brochures * Invitations

¢ Books ¢ Rubber Stamps
e Flyers ¢ Notary Seals

e Labels * Vinyl Signs

e Letterheads ¢ Magnetic Signs
¢ Envelopes ‘o Business Cards

« Business Forms

Yefersbur

QUALITY PRINTING

at Competitive Prices!

P.O. Box 930 ¢ Petersburg, AK 99833

(907) 772-9393
email: pilotpub@gmail.com
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Pilot is Petersburg’s 5th local newspaper

Over a period of 60 years, Petersburg

has had four weekly newspapers, one of

which operated under two different
names. The Petersburg Pilot is the fifth
paper and was founded on February 8,
1974.

Newspaper history in Petersburg
began on January 18, 1913 with the ap-
pearance of The Progressive, “published
every Saturday” by J.E. Rivard and J.
Frederick Johnson. Rivard was editor.

The Progressive survived only a year.

Johnson’s name last appeared on the
masthead on March 8, 1913 and the
paper’s last issue in Petersburg was on
Sept. 26, 1914. Editor Rivard announced
laconically that, “we can’t make it.” He
moved the paper to Ketchikan where it
continued to publish until 1917.

Three months later, on Dec. 5, 1914,
The Petersburg Weekly Report appeared
with Lynn W. Miller as editor and pub-
lisher. Publication was on Saturday and
the subscription price was $2.50 per year.

With the issue of July 5, 1918, M.S.
Perkins succeeded Miller as editor and
publisher. Perkins had been at Juneau
with The Alaska Daily Empire.

Perkins continued to publish the paper
until February 1924 when Sidney D.
Charles took over. Charles had been pub-
lishing the Sitka Tribune since 1921. With
issue of March 7, Editor Charles changed
the name of the paper to The Petersburg

‘ Herald. At the time the paper was pub-
lished each Friday and the subscription
price was $4 per year.

In the Issue of Feb. 26, 1926 Charles
announced that he was turning the paper
over to the holder of notes. The Peters-
burg Herald did not publish again until
Wednesday, May 19, 1926. By the sum-
mer of that year, the paper folded and
Harry M. Appleton was publisher.

On July 23, 1926, The Alaskan ap-
peared with Louis F. Paul, editor and
manager. This was published by the
AN.B Publishing Co. and produced on
equipmént shipped down from Skagway.
The Alaskan published on Friday. Its last

Newspaper mission still unchanged

edition on file was Vo. VII, No. 11, Sept.
30, 1932.

Meanwhile, the Petersburg Press made
its appearance on August 27, 1926, pub-
lished by the Viking Publishing, Co. John
W. Schoettler and Albert O. Elstad were
the publishers and proprietors. It pub-

lished under a long series of editors until

May 2, 1941 when new owners took over
the Petersburg Press.

Claire A. and Ethel Wilder moved
down from Juneau where they had been
associated with The Alaska Daily Press.
The Wilders published the Press until the

summer of 1953 when he was appointed’

United States Marshal for the First Divi-
sion of Alaska. With the issue of July 31,

1953, Edward L. Clemons took over as
editor and publisher and published the
paper with his wife Betty Mae who was a
daughter of the Wilders.

In the May 25 edition in 1956 Lew M.
Williams, Jr., and his wife Dorothy took
over the paper and continued the opera-
tion for 10 years until they moved to
Ketchikan to work for the Ketchikan
Daily News. They continued as owners,
hiring editors such as Ed Young, Nancy
Strand and Albro Gregory.

With the issue of Sept. 8, 1967,
Charles F. Willis was listed as publisher
with Albro Gregory as eéditor. Willis was
president of Alaska Airlines.

In March 1971 the paper was sold to

Glenn Luckie, who was first listed as
publisher in the issue of March 17, 1971.
In the last issue of the Petersburg Press on
January 31, 1974, Glenn Luckie wrote,
“we can’t make it,” and indicated he
might move his plant elsewhere.

Realizing that Petersburg was about to
lose its newspaper, Wrangell Sentinel ed-
itor and publisher Jamie Bryson, 38, flew
to Petersburg and started the Petersburg
Pilot, whose first edition appeared on
February 8, 1974. Bryson and a rag tag
staff of full and part-time workers pub-
lished the paper until March 5, 1975,
when he announced on the front page of
the paper that he was tired, and had
stretched himself too thin by attempting
to publish two weekly newspapers.

Lew Williams Jr. of the Ketchikan
Daily News recruited the Pilot’s next
publisher, Von Braschler, who got the
next edition on the streets on April 9,
1975. All the paper’s typesetting and lay-
out was done in the offices of the
Ketchikan Daily News, which also had
been printing both Wrangell and Peters-
burg papers for years.

On July 14, 1976 Braschler bid the
town farewell and announced the arrival
of the state’s youngest publisher, Ron

Loesch, 23, who came to Petersburg from

the Ketchikan Daily News. In August
1977 Loesch married his co-publisher and
the couple continue to publish the paper.

Lew Williams, Jr. in his book titled,
“Bent Pins to Chains; Alaska and its
Newspapers,” wrote: “The Loesches pur-
chased a building and their own newspa-
per printing press and upgraded other
commercial printing and typesetting
equipment over the years. By the 1990s
they were competing with other printers
rather than have their presswork done in
Ketchikan or Juneau.

“They were also winning awards. Ron
was a community leader. With Anne they
are experts in operating a successful
Alaska weekly newspaper, thus increas-
ing the value of the newspaper to the
community as well as the publishers.”

Since the Petersburg Pilot was
founded, our mission has re-
mained the same as that stated by
its first publisher, Jamie Bryson.
Bryson also published the

.Wrangell Sentinel. The Pilot is a
publication dedicated to running
news, features and photos about
and of specific interest to Peters-
burg and southeast Alaska. We
only run state, national and inter-
national news items that pertain to
Petersburg’s interests.

We strive to publish a newspa-
per that is “bright, newsy, enter-
taining and a responsible observer
of the public affairs of the commu-
nity,” stated Bryson.

Features, organization and
school news will be in The Pilot in
volume, along with regular local
News reports.

Current publishers have greatly
expanded space devoted to opin-
ions, both those of this newspaper

-and of our readers. It is not un-
common for us to publish multiple
pages of letters to the editor. This
newspaper continues in its role as
a sounding board for the commu-
nity and a forum for debate.

We believe in expressing our
own opinions as persuasively as
possible, but only on the editorial

pages.

We strive for excellence in our
editorial product, both in appear-
ance and content. We present the
news as impartially, fairly and ac-
curately as possible, and strive to
cover those matters of most con-
cern to our readers.

We are a business. We sell
newspapers and we sell space in
our newspaper. While the news is
published free of charge, advertis-
ers use this publication as a vehi-
cle to inform readers of their
goods and services that are avail-

able at their places of business.
Since we are a business, we
must pay the bills. The best way to
keep the bills paid is to publish the
best possible newspaper for our
audience. If readers can’t depend
on us, neither can the advertisers.

When that happens, we will go out
of business. :
We’re a growing newspaper
with a talented staff in a dynamic
community. We’re a good news-

- paper that is getting better every

week.

Looking for 2 bargain 2

SUBSCRIPTION TYPE
In-Town
Other

\laska Locations .
2nd Class/Lower 4¢

If you're not already a subscriber, order a subscription today, and enjoy the convenience of having the paper delivered to your address each week.
Petersburg residents can save money by subscribing rather than purchasing the paper at the newsstand.

To renew or to erder a subscription, please fill out the form below:

Send Payment to:

pefersourg(..spilot

P.O. Box 930 - Petersburg, Alaska 99833 - 207 N. Nordic Drive (907) 772-9393

RATES
\")’2!!(!
68"
\78””
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Writing a news release

A press release might be the best way to present
news to us for publication. It’s not hard to do. Here
are some tips to follow.

Today, news releases can be sent to the paper by
email.

Keep it short. Space is limited in our small paper;
so brief items have the greatest chance of being pub-
lished. If we want more information, we will get in
touch with the news release writer.

Get to the point. The important information in
your news release should appear at the beginning.
This way editors can shorten news items by cutting
from the bottom of the story, and yet the important
information will be retained in the piece.

Generally, the lead of the inverted pyramid is
contained in the first two paragraphs of the release.
The lead should include the most important infor-
mation.

Subsequent paragraphs are written in descending
order of importance, with less critical information
appearing at the end of the release.

FIvE W’s

All news releases must answer the following:

WHO - Who sponsored the event? Who will
speak? Who is involved in the news event? Give
complete names, spelled correctly.

WHAT - What will take place or what happened?

WHEN - Be exact with the day, date and time.

WHY - Why is the event taking place? Why is
the news important? Background information could
help explain “why” as well.

WHERE — Where is the event taking place?

HOW — Sometimes the five W’s don’t tell all the
information. Sometimes we have. to explam “how”
an event took place.

The five W’s should always appear in the first 2
paragraphs, and sometimes “how” also.

Finally, the person writing the news release or
news information should include their name and
phone number, which need not be printed. Some-
times however, the editor needs to get additional in-

>
@
@

?

e

What
Where
When
Why or How

formation or clarify an item in the release.

Advertising is news from businesses

Advertising is the bread and butter of both newspapers
and makes up about 70% of our annual income. Since we
are a business, it is important that we be profitable. If we
aren’t, the bills would go unpaid and we would be out of
business.

Since both newspapers draw an average readership in ex-
cess of 6,000 people each week, businesses find the papers
to be valuable publications in which to advertise their goods
and services.

We have three major types of advertisements in The Pilot
and Sentinel - classifieds, display and legal notices.

CLASSIFIED ADS -

Published under their own heading, we publish a full
page of ads almost every week. We place ads under different

headings or “classifications,” thus the réason for their name -

is apparent. Classified headings include help wanted, homes
for sale, boats for sale, etc. These classifications become
more detailed as the paper’s circulation increases to cover
its market. The Seattle P1I. for example has many more clas-
sifications than does The Pilot or Sentinel.

LEGAL NOTICES -

The Pilot and Sentinel print public notices from the Pe-
tersburg Borough, the City and Borough of Wrangell, the
Federal government and every government entity in be-
tween. City, state and federal laws mandate that the govern-
ment notify the public of their actions that affect their
constituents. IRS liens, U.S. Marshal’s auctions, Forest Serv-
ice timber sales, bids for purchases of vehicles and equip-
ment, court hearings, election notices and job opportunities
are just a few of the many types of notices that appear in the
papers each week. Changes in almost any type of law require

Announce your
 NEWBUSINESS
or SERVICE

in the LURANGELL SEN

~ = Discounted Display Ad
= 3-Weeks Free Classified Ad
= Photo Announcement
published in the paper

INEL

Call:
874-2301

ms I.

205 Front Street, P.O. Box 798 Wrangell, AK 9992¢
Phone: 907-874-2301 - Fax 907-874-2303
Email: wrgsent@gmail.com

notification to the public.

The public notice section of the paper carry important
news for citizens, and that is why we publish these notices
near the classified ads, which make up one of the more pop-
ular sections of the paper.

DISPLAY ADS -

Any commercial message with a border around itis a dis-
play ad. It can be as small as one column wide by 1 high to
several pages in size.

The size of the ad depends upon what information the
advertiser needs to include in the ad space and the amount
of money in their ad budget. Generally, larger businesses
can afford larger ads. All of our advertising customers are
important to us and we attempt to call on them regularly.

All advertising is not restricted to the sale of retail items.
Many ads are placed to promote ideas, wish a happy birth-
day, promote political candidates or to make an announce-
ment that will attract attention.

Ads may be printed in color. Color attracts more readers
to the ad, and generally results in additional notice by read-
ers.

The size of the newspaper each week is dependant not
upon the amount of news, but upon the amount of advertis-
ing sold for a given week. Many newspapers devote 60 to
70 percent of their space to advertising and only 30 to 40
percent for news. The Pilot and Sentinel devote about 50%
of our space to both news and advertising allowing us to re-
main in business. Interest payments, paper and labor are our
biggest expenses each month, and without a minimum of
50% ratio of news to advertising, we cannot meet those ob-
ligations.

Advertising assistance is just a phone call away. To place
classified, public notice or display advertising in The Pilot,
just call us (772-9393). Our advertising deadline is Tuesday
at 5 p.m. Wrangell advertisers may call (874-2301) before
5 p.m. on Monday to place an ad.

Sources: We depend upon them for news

stubbom hen ﬁxey‘re trailing a

Our reporters rely upon a vari-
ety of people to talk to them each -
week in order to report the news of
the community. The police chief,
city clerk, city manager, school
principals, parents, children and
many others all give us information
each week that helps us write news

report about this community.

Ourmpone:‘smtmmedtoask

E Wuans:abou; news events that

nt or 1 bkmwabout,

tough Ny \
 Responsible repoxtens seek
sources that will provide them with
news and establish a relationship of
trust ‘and cooperation from these

sources. Reader’s benefit whenre-

porters have good working rela-
tionships with their sources.
Sometimes sources, for a vari-
ety of reasons, ask to go “off the
record,” and in most cases the in-

terview has to stop. Without infor-

mation that can be published,

newspapers have nothmg to glve to
the reader.

Reporters identify themselves
as reporters at the hegmmng of all
_interviews, with the undets&ndmg :

. that they will use information given

to them in a news story. Sources

- cannot, at the conclusion of the in-
mw,tenﬂnmﬂmt&ém-}
formation was given “off the

reemﬁ”ornotforpubhcam If
they do, they have wasted both

 their time and that of the reporter.
Further more, if the “off the

record” comments were not agreed

information from that interview.

Finally, the reporter can only
grant “off the record” privileges in
very limited circumstances. In
most cases the reporter must check
with his editor before granting such
a request. The only time such a re-
quest should be granted is when the

* reporter has no other source for the

information and that information

- provides critical background mate-

rial for an important story.
. “Off the record” information is

often given to reportem to provide .

background information or pro-

vide context to news events they,
§OVSE . i3
Pammpants ata pubhc moenng}

ofthec;tyoouncﬂortheschool_ ‘

hboardeannotexpecttogo“offﬂze

record” since it is a public meeting
and anyone, not just reporters, are

~ present to listen to and view the
~ proceedings. The news media also
to bybothpames prior to the be-
ginning of ‘an interview, the news-

 paper has every right to publish

attends and reports on meetings on
behalf of readers who cannot attend
the meeting, but who want to know
what action was taken.
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Making ne

We start With blank

Y

Following final proofing, the Sentinel pages are formatted and sent to
the CRON-ECRM machine where the images are transfefred to the
printing plates. Prior to that, production employees and the reporter
complete advertisements, stories and photos before they are assem-
bled onto pages digitally.

Last year Pilot Publishing Inc. installed the latest
plate imaging system from CRON-ECRM. Completed
page layouts are sent digitally to the machine, which
produces finished aluminum printing plates ready to
be clamped onto the press cylinders after the edges
are bent.

Ola Richards bends the edges
of the aluminum printing plates
so they can be clamped onto -
the plate cylinder on the press.

Pilot P
pages
begins)
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wSspapers

pages every week...

)

Co-Publishers Ron and Anne Loesch check page proofé before they
are sent to the CRON-ECRM platemaker. -

35mm'FilmiProcessing
Reels]&glanks
Plate e
Exposure Unit

Prior to the new system, printing plates were
sensitive to room lights and had to be processed
using orange “safelights.” Two chemicals (a de-
veloper and a finisher) were required to produce
Printi ng MEVE printing plates. With the new system, no chemi-

Processor _cals are required to make plates and the plates
can be handled under regular room lights. This
. , system replaces the need for the light tables,
Film & Plate : sinks, film processors, process camera, chemi-

Chemist ry cals and plate scrubber pictured in the darkroom
in 1995,

I
i
f

plishing, Inc. operates a 6-unit Goss Community Press to print its newspapers. The press’is gapable of printing up to a 32 -page newspaper wuth full color on up to 4
the paper. Each press-run takes about 25 minutes depending upon how many paper roII changes are necessary. Make- ready (work reqmred before the press-run
akes another 30-40 minutes. Two to 3 people are needed for each press run.
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2017 Alaska Press
Club Awards

F W Best WEeekLY NEWSPAPER

faces on some
stored

2ND PLACE

11
Crisp, clean writing; wonderful
photos that tell stories all by themselves.
Good job.”

-Judge’s Comment

Best Reporting on Science 2nd Place - Dan Rudy
“ALGAE BLOOM STUDY" - April 28, 2016
Judge's Comment:

“A detailed account that makes clear this
project's importance to the community.”

Best Business Reporting 2nd Place - Dan Rudy
“BUSINESSES DOING WELL" - December 1, 2016
Judge's Comment:

"Deep reporting that puts numbers mfo a context
readers care about.”

Best Culture Reporting 2nd Place - Dan Rudy
“NAMES GIVEN TO FACES ON SOME STORED TOTEMS"” - May 26, 2016
Judge's Comment:

“Nice evocative detailed descriptions; good ability to link historical
information in newspaper format."

Club Awards
pefersourq(L)piot

BesT WEEKLY NEWSPAPER
3RrRD PLACE

“W

hat | love about this paper is that a

. handful of reporters crank out stories-lots of
them-that people in the community care about.

That's what a good weekly should do.”
-Judges Comment

Best Editorial or Commentary 3rd Place - Ron Loesch .
“EDITORIAL: PROTECT INDUSTRIAL ZONING” - October 6, 2016
Judges Comment:
“Good, specific, well-argued local editorial,
just what local edit pages are supposed to do.
No question where the page stands.”

Best Business Reporting 1st Place - Jess Field
“LANDLINES AND PHONEBOOKS" - Febmory 4,2016 ~
Judges Comment:

“A well-sourced story giving readers a head's up
on a coming trend that will affect their daily lives.”
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Press switches to offset printing
July, 1964; Sentinel in May, 1965

Taken from: Bent Pins to
Chains

Since 1930, the Petersburg
Press had been printed on a

drum cylinder press manufac-
tured in the 1890s by D.B. Cot-
trell and Sons in Rhode Island.
It printed eight full-size pages.

The PRESS went to the new
photo-offset method of produc-
tion July 1, 1964, with page size
reduced to a tabloid format

Petersbrg Pilot Staff: (Front row left to right) Jessica Owens, Anne Lsch,
Ola Richards, Savann Guthrie. Back row, (Left to right) Debbie Lyons, Karrie
Malcom, Ron Loesch and Ben Muir.

measuring 11x17 inches. Most
weekly newspapers including
the Sentinel and the Pilot are
printed in the same tabloid for-

GENERAL EXCELLENCE

WEEKLY NEWSPAPERS WITH CIRCULATION 3,000 OR LESS

We're proud of the hard work and professional craftsmanship that
our employees bring to the production of the Pilot each week.
Likewise, we’re grateful for the support of our readers and
~advertisers, who make this achievement possible.

pefersourq(..

PETERSBURG, ALASKA

pilotpub@gmail.com 207 N Nordic Drive

772-9393

The Petersburg Press was the
first hot metal Alaska newspaper
to convert to offset. Its new
equipment consisted of a
Chief 22 offset press and a
Kenro vertical camera. Williams
described the process to his
readers:

“In offset, a photograph is
made of the material to be
printed. An aluminum or paper
plate is made from the negative
just as a picture is printed from
a negative. The plate, when put
on the press, transfers an inked
image to a rubber blanket,
which prints or, “offsets,” the
image onto the paper page. In
letterpress, type is set, inked and
the image is transferred directly
to the paper.

The first offset edition fea-
tured an aerial view of Peters-
burg that was later reduced and
included on the front-page flag.”

On May 12, 1965 the
Wrangell Sentinel appeared in a
new format, having switched
from a Campbell drum cylinder
press to a new offset press. In
switching to offset, the paper
page was reduced to a tabloid
size but the number of pages
was doubled. It was the third
Alaskan paper to switch from
hot metal to offset. The
Petersburg Press and the South-
east Alaska Empire in Juneau

had both undergone the
change.
The Williamses sold the Sen-

tinel press equipment to the new
Seward Phoenix Log and began
printing the Sentinel in the Pe-
tersburg plant.

Publisher Glenn Luckie
closed the Petersburg Press in
January 1974 and took the print-
ing press to Juneau to begin a
commercial printing operation.
The Wrangell Sentinel, and
months later, the new Petersburg
Pilot were both printed at the
Ketchikan Daily News offset
plant.

The Daily news continued
printing the Sentinel until the
Loeschs purchased the Sentinel
in December 2003. The Pilot
was printed in Ketchikan until
1985, when Loesch, a former
pressman at the Ketchikan Daily
News, purchased a two-unit
Goss Community Offset Press
and folder and began printing
the paper in Petersburg.

The move improved on-time
delivery of the Pilot to news-
stands and readers because
weather sometimes delayed ar-
rival of page layouts to
Ketchikan or finished papers
back to Petersburg. Scheduled
and chartered air carriers pro-
vided shipping services between
the two communities.

Today the Petersburg plant
operates six Goss Community
printing units and a folder, en-
abling the production of up to a
32-page newspaper with full
color photos on up to 4 pages of
the publication.
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Pilot Publishing,
Inc. provides all
types of printing

The publishers operate one the best-equipped weekly
newspaper plants in Alaska. While other newspapers
rely on larger newspapers or commercial printers to pro-
duce their finished product, Pilot Publishing produces
its weekly editions entirely in its own plant. :

In addition to the Pilot and Sentinel, we also print the
Chilkat Valley News in Haines each week

The three publications are printed on our 6-unit Goss
Community press, which is capable of printing 12,000
papers per hour. The papers are delivered trimmed and
folded as they come off the press on a conveyor belt.

The press can print up to 32 tabloid-size pages with
full-color photos on up to 4 common pages, in a single
press-run. z

In addition to printing the Pilot, the Chilkat Valley
News and the Wrangell Sentinel each week, we also.
provide extensive commercial printing and copy serv-
ices to the community.

Rubber stamps, plastic signs, business forms, letter-
heads, envelopes, raffle tickets, flyers, magazines,
Pilotfile photo  hooks, business cards, labels, posters and notary seals

The company occasionally provides printing services for other newspapers or customers. Here pallets of a visitor guide ~ are just a few of the items we can deliver. If it involves
press run is prepared for shipping to another newspaper. type and ink, we can deliver just about anything.

All Your
Printing
Needs...

When it's your business, you demand materials that look and feel professional.
When you need printing services done right, demand our expertise.

Specializing in business printing needs:
copying ¢ brochures ¢ binders ¢ reports ¢ signs
displays ¢ posters and more

- CALL

DURING OFFicE HOURS

874-2301
" oR Fax Us
874-2303
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for the scouts.

The Pilot and Sentinel welcomes groups
who wish to tour our facilities. We’re proud ~ 2301 in Wrangell, to arrange the time of the
of our employees, our plants and our his-
tory and we’d like to share it with you.

Tours are available -

Please phone us at 772-9393 or at 874-

~

tour. The publishers or a staff member will
provide a guided tour of our operation, and

Some of Petersburg’s Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts tour the Pilot’s pﬁntmg facility to get an inside perspective on the work that
goes into producing a weekly newspaper. Press Asslstant Ola Richards demonstrates printing plate preparatlon and press operatlon

Pilot File Photo

explain how we publish the paper each
week. We will also explain how the equip-
ment works and contributes to our publish-
ing effort. ‘

News tips & photos welcomed

Our news staff at both news-
papers are accustomed to dig-
ging out the news that appears
on our pages every week. That
doesn’t mean that we don’t ap-
preciate and respond to “news
tips” from anyone in the com-
munity.

If you see or know of a news
event, let us know. Our recep-
tionists will pass the item along

to a reporter in the news depart-
ment and we will attempt to
cover newsworthy events to the
best of our ability.

We have a small staff at both
the Pilot and Sentinel, and we
can’t be everywhere at once. If
you see news happening, give us
a call.

The Pilot phone number is
772-9393 and the Sentinel num-

We love your
pictures but.

We need photos:

* In focus

» With no watermarks
- With resolution of

: 300 dp/ or-more

Illm you for providing inages
 for us to use sach week/

For more information, contact:us at
pilotpub@gmail.com or wrgsent@gmail.com

ber is 872-2301.

Nearly everyone carries a
phone that is capable of
taking photos. Everyday people
have the opportunity to take and
send photos of events we are not
able to cover. Take some shots
and send them to us. They
will be considered for publica-
tion based upon their news
value and our space limitations.
Please include names and infor-

.mation about the subject of the

photo.

What Makes News?

Webster’s dictionary defines
news as “new information or re-
ports of recent happenings.”

Other things that may help
you identify news are:

Impact —does your news af-

fect our readers?
Human interest — Colorful

eyents about people.
Oddity — The biggest or

‘smallest of anything is usually

newsworthy.

Progress — Accomplishments
from graduation to completion
of a construction project are
news.

Prominence — Famous, pow-
erful or wealthy people interest
most of us.

Locality — Some things are

newsworthy just because they"

happen around here.

Public - Is it open to the pub-
lic? It might be news.

Unusual — Information about
the unusual or the uncommon
should be in the paper.

When you see news,
please give us a call. We will
cover events as our limits if time
and space in the paper will per-
mit.

We donate to the
community

The publishers support the community with both cash and in-kind
donations. They also volunteer time to community organizations,

. boards and commlss1ons and committees. We encourage our employ-
“ees to do the saime..

Our largest contnbutlons are in the form of free or discounted ad-
vertising to various non-profit organizations, schools and charities.

Several advertisers contribute their newspaper space to non-profit
organizations to be used for advertising publlc events, concerts and

school sporting events.

- bookkeeping

Figures
in 2017
400 1Ibs. ink
9.5 tons newsprint
(Equivalent to 3800 reams
of 8.5x11 paper)

928 Pilot pages printed
544 Sentinel
pages printed
9 Full-time employees
43 Years O1d, Pilot
116 Years Old, Sentinel

6,720 Average
weekly readership

3 Office puppies
8 State & National Awards

Our
Equipment

PRESSROOM

+ 6-Unit, Goss*Commu-
nity Press w/ Folder

+ Ternes Plate bender

+ Lincoln Ink Barrel
pump

+ 5,000 Ib. Forkhft with

forks

+ 2,000 Ib. Forklift with

paper roll clamp

- PRODUCTION/
LAYOUT ;
+ 3 = Mac Pro Computers
+ 3 — Apple Laptops
+ 1 Power Mac
-+ Konica Minolta Magi-
color 7450 printer
+ HP Color Laserjet CP
5225 printer
+ HP Color Laserjet 8550
N printer
+ Epson Stylus Pro 3800
printer
+ Software: Quark Ex-
press, Photoshop

PHOTOGRAPHY

+ 4 Canon EOS Rebel
SLR cameras

+ 4 Canon telephoto &
. wide-angle lenses

+ 1' Canon Mark II cam-
era /

+ 1 Canon 100-400mm
Telephoto ;

BINDERY

+ Challenge paper drill

+ Challenge 30” paper
cutter

+ Interlake sutcher

+ Bostitich stitchér

+4,000 Ib. Pallet jack

‘+ Rollem Numbenng ma-
chine '

+ 2 — Padding présses

+ 11x17” Paper Folder

e Stahl 3-kmfe tnmmer ,

' cmwmonna

2 - RIChO Aficlo MP’
" C4501 ¢ copie '

+ Savin. (23535 copier ~‘~§i'
"% Uline 11” laminator %
uo- Ibu&o Plastic coizl bmderi

BUSINESS OFFICE

-+ Isus computer — c:rcula- o
“tion z
+3-PCs,2 Isus,,rl Dell -

+ Software: (Busmess)
. Quickbooks,, ..
Quickbooks POS
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Both the Petersburg Pilot and Wrangell Sentinel rely on local companies to provide transportation for our newspapers and other freight every week. Occasionally, on
sunny days accompanied by calm seas we load up the boat and make our own freight run. Former employees Beth Comstock and Beth Loesch were on-hand to off-load

Visitor Guides a few years ago. Alaska Airlines, Pac Wings, Sunrise Aviation, Breakaway Adventures and Alaska Marine Lines regularly provide freight service for both
newspapers. .

Over 9.5 tons of newsprint is used each year to produce both the Petersburg Pilot and-Wrangell
Sentinel. The newsprint comes from our Canadian supplier Catalyst Paper aboard container vans
shipped from Seattle. Here, the press crew off-loads 1,000 Ib. rolls of paper from the van to the ware-
house, where the rolls are stacked on their sides, three-rolls high, using a forklift with a special hy-
draulic paper roll clamp. -

Newsprint is stored in the warehouse, where 1,000 Ib. rolis are

stacked 3-high. Rolls are moved into the adjoining pressroom with
forklifts.




