
Jack Dudley 

A Legacy in the Language of the Wild Turkey 

In the pine ridges and hardwood bottoms of Kemper County, Mississippi, Jack Dudley 

developed a gift that would eventually shape the culture of modern turkey hunting. Long before 

instructional videos, online forums, or televised competitions, Dudley mastered the language of 

the wild turkey using nothing more than his own voice. His ability to mimic the yelps, clucks, 

and purrs of a turkey was so authentic that it captivated hunters and audiences alike, helping 

elevate turkey calling from a woodsman’s skill to a respected competitive art. 

During the late 1960s, Dudley became one of the most recognized figures in competitive turkey 

calling. Competing entirely with natural voice—without the aid of manufactured calls—he won 

multiple state and national championships and earned the admiration of hunters across the 

country. His performances were not only technically impressive but deeply rooted in an intimate 

understanding of the wild turkey’s behavior and communication. 

Yet for Dudley, the true reward of the sport was never the trophies. It was the opportunity to 

teach others. Wherever he went, Dudley naturally drew a crowd. His larger-than-life personality 

and welcoming nature made him both a performer and a mentor. Young hunters, seasoned 

woodsmen, and aspiring callers all found themselves learning from his stories, demonstrations, 

and advice. Many of today’s most respected turkey hunters trace their inspiration back to 

moments spent listening to Jack Dudley. 

Among them is renowned turkey hunter and calling champion Preston Pittman, who has often 

spoken about the profound impact Dudley had on his life. 

“Jack is the man that was my inspiration,” Pittman once said. “I will never forget the first time I 

saw him in competition. His yelps, clucks, and purrs flowed effortlessly from his mouth. From 

that moment on, I deemed him my hero—and he still is today.” 

Recognizing the importance of preserving knowledge, Dudley also became one of the earliest 

voices in turkey hunting education. His instructional recording, Instructions on Calling the Wild 

Turkey, released on a 45-RPM record, introduced hunters across America to the vocabulary of 

the wild turkey. The recording explained not only how to make each call, but when and why to 

use them in the woods—lessons that many hunters were hearing for the first time. 

Later, Dudley captured many of his experiences and philosophies in his book, The Greatest 

Moments of My Life. The book reflected his belief that successful turkey hunting was about far 

more than calling. It required patience, respect for the woods, careful listening, and a deep 

understanding of the bird itself. 

Dudley’s influence extended into the written heritage of turkey hunting as well. He contributed 

both the Foreword and the dust-cover text for Gene Nunnery’s 1980 classic The Old Pro 

Turkey Hunter, a foundational work in Southern turkey-hunting literature. His life and legacy 

were also featured in several notable publications, including Charlie Elliott’s Turkey Hunting 



with Charlie Elliott (1979); the chapter “Not All Turkey Hunters Are Liars” on pages 239–

244 in Earl Mickel’s Turkey Callmakers Past and Present: Mick’s Picks (1994); Jim Casada’s 

Remembering the Greats (2012); and Otha Barham’s Spring Beckonings (2013). These works 

collectively document Dudley’s standing as one of the most influential figures in the history of 

American turkey hunting. 

Dudley’s influence also reached into the development of turkey hunting equipment. He 

supported innovations that helped hunters become more effective and comfortable in the field, 

including the Sidney Vaughn box call and one of the earliest patented turkey vests with a 

fold-down seat designed by Albert McMillan. These contributions helped shape many of the 

tools that hunters rely on today. 

In recognition of his lasting impact on the sport and its traditions, Dudley was inducted into the 

Mississippi Outdoor Hall of Fame in 2015. 

But perhaps Dudley’s greatest accomplishment cannot be measured by championships, books, or 

recognition. It lives on in the hunters he mentored and the traditions he helped preserve. His 

voice—once echoing across calling stages and through the woods—still carries forward each 

spring through the generations of hunters who learned to listen carefully, call respectfully, and 

honor the heritage of the wild turkey. 

For those who knew him, Jack Dudley was more than a champion caller. He was a storyteller, a 

teacher, and a keeper of a uniquely American hunting tradition. His legacy remains woven into 

the history of turkey hunting and continues to inspire those who cherish the language of the wild 

turkey. 

 


