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Breaking Boundaries assembly
seeks to spark empathy

By AUDREY KIM

Assistant news editor

While immigration and refugee issues
have been highly contentious recently
with reports about migrant caravans, bor-
der walls and detention centers spreading
across news channels, the Poly commu-
nity has rarely discussed the topics with
people who can provide firsthand ac-
counts of the issues.

In order to remedy this gap, on Janu-
ary 14, the Breaking Boundaries club, led

by juniors Saya Desai and Bianca Mur-+

ray, hosted an assembly and follow-up
discussion surrounding immigrant and
refugee rights in the United States and
focusing on providing persona.l perspec-
tives on the subject.

The assembly featured four panelists,
each involved with immigrant and refu-
gee rights in Los Angeles, and included
questions from both Desai and Murray
as well as the student audience.

The panel included Dr. Homa Badi-

Action for Childhood Arriv-
als (DACA) recipient and an
assistant youth coordinator at -
Dolores Mission and a
student at Woodbury
University.

Also fea-
tured  were
Professor
Marissa Montes—
a law professor and co-founder, director
and clinical professor at the Loyola Law
School Immigrant Justice Clinic, a legal
service provider that aids in advancing
rights of immigrants in East Los An-
geles—and Miry Whitehill, the founder
and Executive Director of Miry’s List,
a non profit geared toward connecting
newly arrived refugee families with nec-
essary resources.

The panelists discussed the largest
misconceptions surrounding immigrants
and refugees, how Poly students could
help create change and the costs and
benefits of immigration and asylum to
American society.

While the assembly featured an en-
thusiastic crowd from the Upper School,
with applause after every single response,
it began with  unexpected controversy

when Badihian made a comment about

why she chose to speak.
“I am here today to talk against Islam.
Online, I see that American people think

issues have been painted with a
hian, an Iranian refugee and activist who #AE S t et (G
focuses on women’s rights and m)ustxces“ '
in“Iran; and Fabiola Flores, a Deferred

that Islam is a religion like other religions
and that we should respect their religion
and ideology. When I was a student, I
was the same, but after 40 years, I found
out that it was not true,” said Badihian in
her introduction.

Badihian, who came to the United
States in 1986, left Iran because of her
imprisonment under the Khomeini re-
gime after the Iranian Revolution. As it
was not known to the Breaking Bound-
aries club that she was planning to make
this statement, it was discussed during the
follow-up discussion, and leaders agreed
to denounce the rhetoric but to also treat
the issue with empathy and compassion
for Badihian’s experiences.

Indeed, a large portion of the assembly
emphasized the need for empathy, com-
passion, understanding and connections
with actual people in order to fully un-
derstand immigrant and refugee policies
and experiences.

“I think that immigrant and refugee

Graphic courtesy of Josephine Woodruff

broad brush when really they’re made up
of millions of personal stories. We wanted
to emphasize that the point of the assem-
bly was not to have a political conversa-
tion but rather a human one,” said Desai.

Policy debate team succeeds in Arizona

tournament
By ELENA SAVIANO

Assistant news editor

Poly’a policy debate team continues to
travel around the country arguing over
political and social issues in superspeed,
and they recently saw a successful run at
an Arizona competition.

Poly’s policy debate team participated
in a tournament at Arizona State Univer-
sity in Tempe, Arizona, from January 4 to
January 6. Policy debate is a form of com-
petitive academic debate where teams of
two debaters take either a supporting or
opposing side on a resolution about pub-
lic policy. The affirmative team presents a
policy action that supports the resolution,
and the negative team disagrees with the
proposed policy.

Every year, debaters across the coun-
try take on a new |
resolution. This

USC lecturer talks

about sustainability
By CARSON YU
News editor

Over the last decade, global warming
has become an even more pressing inter-
national issue. Last July in Southern Cali-

- fornia alone, temperatures soared into the

120s in an unprecedented heat wave. As
the issue of climate change continues to
loom, scientists and entrepreneurs have
sought concrete solutions.

On Thursday, January 24, the Poly
Student Science Organization hosted a
sustainability solutions GIP event in the
newly-renovated Garland Theater. The
event featured a presentation and Q&A
session with Aaron Fyke, currently the
managing director at Thin Line Capital.

Fyke has been working on creating sus-
tainable energy solutions for the past 20
years, having founded several companies

year’s topic is “The United States fed-
eral government should substantially re-
duce restrictions on legal immigration to
the United States.” Students on the de-

bate team take information from various © ¢

sources and, according to head coach of
the policy debate team, Dr. Chris Sardo,
complete as much research as a student
completing an undergraduate honors the-
sis.

In order to fully prepare for debates,
the team meets one to two times a week.
During these practices, the team holds
mock debates to prepare new arguments
or experiment with different strategies.
They also focus on researching for their
debates and gathering information for
upcoming competitions.

At the most recent tournament in
Arizona, all three Poly teams moved onto
elimination rounds after achieving the
best records after six preliminary rounds.
A team of seniors Rae Friedman and

See Policy Debate, page 4.

with that focus in mind.
In addition, Fyke also serves
as an adjunct lecturer at the Uni-
versity of Southern California and as

: a pracuemg engmeer

. -At the beginning of the presentatlon, ;
Fyke posed three questions to the audi-

ence: “Must we change? Can we change? -
Will we change?” To answer the first,
Fyke began to discuss many of the de-
structive effects that global warming can
have on various regions.

For example, more than 70 percent of
the Earth’s surface is covered by oceans,
which absorb the excess heat energy
from global warming. Such an energy
buildup in the oceans can lead to dra-
matic weather events, like in August
2015 when four hurricanes were raging
at once in the East Pacific.

Global warming can also be named
the likely culprit of the increasingly in-
tense wildfires that plague California,
including the Camp Fire of November
2018, which is now the deadliest and
most destructive fire in the state’s his-
tory. Even though many of the fires are
caused initially by humans (the camp
fire was caused by a downed power line),
global warming can contribute to the
accumulation of dried brush which can
feed fires once started.

The topic of discussion then shifted
toward the increasing practicality of re-
newable alternatives as reliable sources of
energy. The past few years have seen an
almost exponential decrease in the price

See Sustainability Solutions, page 4.
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Esports team’s first matches.

See page 17.

Winter junior varsi ity feature,

See page 19.
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By MEGAN HA
Staff writer

While many students toiled over their various
tests and projects the week before winter break,
the orchestra and jazz band classes spent their
block periods honing their musical skills.

The orchestra class worked with violinist and
chamber music specialist Elizabeth Hedman,
who teaches at the Pasadena Conservatory of
Music, while the jazz band recorded a number
of pieces that they had been rehearsmg for many
weeks.

The orchestra spent time working with Hed-
man in order to refine their sound as a conduc-
tor-less ensemble. Hedman offered new ideas on
listening and communicating across the group;
she emphasized the importance of looking,
breathing and moving together with the music.

“I love to have guest artists come in,” said or-
chestra conductor Megan Foley. “I think it’s im-
portant to have another perspective to help the
music come alive for students.”

Besides improving communication, Hedman
also helped the orchestra develop their tone and
advised the string players on specific technical
elements. She paired her feedback with helpful
demonstrations on her own violin.

“It was a really unique experience to say the
least. I loved how she shared her view on the
pieces we went over,” freshman violinist Melisa
Luis shared.

Meanwhile, Jazz Band dlrector Rob Hayes
brought recording equipment to Poly for a live
recording session. The band recorded eight dif-
ferent jazz pieces, each featuring a number of
soloists. This was the band’s first time holding a
recording session in a few years.

Hayes remarked that there’s also a difference
between recording live and recording in a studio.
“When the red light goes on, people tend to get
nervous. I thought the kids really rose to the oc-
casion. They learned a lot from the experience.”

Sophomore bassist Simone Cundieff added,
“The jazz band recording was a fun and inter-
esting experience that I wouldn't really get any-
where else.'It was nice to see a variation of how
live recordmg works and to stlll enjoy the-expe-
rience!” : s
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Violin: Melisa Luis and Aleena Bhatti

Céllo: Carrie Hashimoto and Trombone: Catie Bryant

Electric guitar: Liam Unanue, Gilly Denham and Jeremy Ancheta

Trumpet: Rafa Kaye—Le‘iu, Bean Gillam, Miles Krieger.and Eli Grossman
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Poly welcomes back
alumna as new

library intern
By CARSON YU

News editor

After having embarked on an action-packed
career that included hiring future Golden Globe
winners and casting actors for NCIS, Christina
Snider ‘01 returns to Poly after 20 years away
from campus as an intern in the Upper School
Library.

Snider is currently attending graduate school
at the University of Southern California’s Mar-
shall School of Business and is working toward
earning her Master’s of Management in Library
and Information Science. She is on track to
graduate in August of this year.

Under the mentorship of librarians Sarah Pe-
ters and Alejandra Alfaro, Snider is using her
time at Poly as an opportunity to learn the ins
and outs of various library-related duties in or-
der to be as prepared as p0551ble for her ﬁrStJOb

~after graduation.

Snider has not always been involved with 1i- °
braries. In fact, she spent the last 15 years work-
ing in the television industry. After receiving a
degree in Television Production with a minor in
Film Studies from Pepperdine University, Snid-
er worked in a multitude of industry jobs, in-
cluding tape logging for “The Amazmg Race,”
auditioning actors for shows like “Eastwick” and
even serving as'an executive assistant at a top-ti-
er agency.

In her free time, Snider enjoys reading and
watching TV shows or movies. Some of her re-
cent favorite shows include Bad Times at the El

-Royale and The Haunting of Hill House, while

The Library Book by Susan Orlean and Circe by
Madeline Miller are two of her recent favorite
books.

Snider also enjoys watchmg online web se-
ries if they feature the friends that she has made
during her time in the film industry.

Overall, Snider is delighted to see that the li-
brary is frequented by so many students.

She added, “I would love to see more stu-
dents making use of all of the great non-book
stuff that the library has to offer them. As Poly
students, you all get access to e-books and au-
diobooks along with the standard ink-and-paper

‘books-and dccess to online databases.”
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“Lazy Beguine” by David Reffkin.

Leo Smith.

Photos courtesy of Poly Communications
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Upper School musicians perform in annual
Winter Concert |

For a night in celebration of music, Poly’s orchestra, vocal ensemble and jazz band all took to the stage
for the music program’s annual Upper School Winter Concert. The performance took place in the new-
ly-renovated Garland Theater on January 16.

The vocal ensemble began the concert with a variety of songs, including the classical Latin piece “Pie
Jesu” and songs from the modern musical Mamma Mia.

The Upper School orchestra then performed the upbeat “Dance No. 3” by Antonin Dvorak, followed by an
instrumental version of Leonard Bernstein’s “Tonight.” They also played a fun, cabaret-inspired piece entitled
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By SARAH BURKE
Staff writer

The orchestra closed with music from the movie Inception, arranged by senior Lucas Humayun. The group
played alongside the movie by wearing earpieces in order to hear the metronome. Orchestra Director Megan
Foley described Humayun’s arrangement as a highlight of the night.
“I think it worked so well because Lucas was open about the process. He was patient and persistent, listening
to the suggestions from his peers and trying out different things,” Foley remarked.
The newly formed jazz combo, a small group of musicians within the jazz band, kicked off their perfor-
mance with “April Mist” by Tom Harrell. The rest of the jazz band then joined the combo for three addi-
tional songs: “All Blues” by Miles Davis, “Afro Blue” by Mongo Santamaria and the final song of the night,
“Paco’s Canon,” a jazz riff on the classic “Pachelbel Canon in D Major.”

When asked about his experience working with Poly musicians, Jazz Band Director Rob Hayes com-
mented, “I believe the love our students have for jazz creates an environment where you can feel that

Poly has a vibrant jazz culture. The kids love to play and rehearse; at any time of day, you can find kids

grouped around the piano in the band room, jamming in their own free time.”

“I'm proud of us. We worked hard, and our performance was a smash hit,” said freshman drummer

Ethnomusicologist Jonathan Ritter

speaks on importance of Peruvian music
By GIANNINOTARO | Staff writer

On January 10, the traditional rhythms of Peru could be
heard emanating from the Black Box Theater. Pro-
fessor Jonathan Ritter, an ethnomusicologist who
teaches at the University of California, Riverside
(UCR), had come to spread his knowledge on
the music of Peru with Poly students.

Ritter specializes in the Afro-Hispanic
musical cultures of Andean South America and
is also the director of Mayupatapi, the Andean
Music Ensemble at UCR.

Upper School English and World Cultures
teacher Grace Hamilton helped organize the event to teach Poly students about Peruvian
music and its significance. Hamilton will lead a group of students going on the Global Initia-
tives Program’s Peru trip this June. The group plans to hike the Inca Trail and explore other
parts of Peruvian history and culture.

Ritter’s talk offered these students an opportunity to learn more about their future sur-
roundings. Ritter started off by demonstrating a traditional Peruvian song. He encouraged
the audience to hum along to the rhythm of the song’s drumbeat and his melody. He then
spoke about some of the major Peruvian music styles. Ritter has been traveling to Peru to
learn about their musical customs for over 20 years.

“Professor Ritter shared his wealth of knowledge of South American and Andean music
with the group, but he did not simply lecture,” Hamilton said. “He used hands-on experience
for the students so that they could really understand how the instruments work together to
represent both community and culture.”

g T
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“Acting assembly focuses on

unfortunate love stories

By AUDREY KIM | Assistant news editor

With recreations of “Ryan’s Roses,” online dating profiles and
bad date stories, the annual acting assembly held in Garland The-
ater charmed the Poly Upper School. Based on unfortunate love
stories, the asssmbly, entitled “Dating... Disasters, Dilemmas and
Discoveries,” featured both tenth and eleventh graders in the Inter-
mediate Acting class.

Beginning with descriptions of bizarre dating sites, the actors
went on to recount other romance horror stories, including unfaith-
ful husbands, Tinder conversations gone wrong and a date at the
cemetery, before concluding with pick up lines as an ensemble.

While the class is taught by Cynthia Crass, a Performing Arts
teacher, the performance largely depended on student input. After
choosing their topic, students did online research to find real-life
pieces that they could use.

Once they found their material, they divided the parts among
themselves and began preparation for the assembly during the mid-
term block period. They then practiced their scenes twice a week.

‘The assembly was also one of the first Upper School gatherings
in the newly-renovated Garland Theater. While the students were
split up into two groups, it was still an exciting first look at the new
space.

Junior acting student Olivia Kim commented, “It was a lot of
fun creating characters from these crazy things that nonfictional
people put online. I really enjoyed performing in the assembly!”

City of Angels class walks to Santa Monica Beach to understand their

role in Los Angeles & mareiiekanc | safwier

Graphic courtesy of Coco Xngelopaula:

During winter break, the AP English Literature: City of Angels class decided to skip the LA traffic and set out for the beach...

on foot.

City of Angels is a year-long, interdisciplinary urban studies course that bridges English, science and history. The class
takes up a double block period, providing time for field work to become a major part of the curricu-

lum.

In celebration of the fifth year that the class has been offered at Poly, a group of ten seniors,
alumni of the class, teachers and parents trekked across Los Angeles in order to find new con-
nections with the city’s geography as well as create new bonds with each other and prior City
of Angels students. The group, led by City of Angels teachers Nathan Stogdill and J.D. Glad-
den, left Garland Theater at 6:30 AM. By 5:30 PM, they had completed their 27-mile journey
to Santa Monica, passing through Pasadena, the Arroyo, Highland Park, Glassell Park, Eagle
Rock, Atwater, Silver Lake, Hollywood, Beverly Hills, Ccntury City and Santa Monica.

Stogdill expressed appreciation for the trip, noting, “You have this challenging experience
with people, and it changes the relatlonshlp you have with those people. The walk, for me,
became so much about relationships.”

“Los Angeles is such a car-oriented city, and sometimes, Angelenos tend to ignore what
they drive by,” Cole Swanson, a student in the course, added. “By walking from Pasadena, traversing

~ through Los Angeles and arriving in Santa Monica, I got to see Los Angeles from a different
perspective.”

.....
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Frozen in Time

By CHANEL SHEN
Staff writer

February 8, 2019

This past weekend, Poly Upper School students were “Frozen in Time” at the
annual Winter Formal dance. Held at the Hilton Pasadena, the dance marked
the end of the first semester, and students happily took the opportunity to sit

back, relax and enjoy the company of their friends.

Senior Harry Liddi Brown commented, “It’s always nice to just have fun for

a night while hanging out with friends.”

Hosted by the Junior Class Cabinet to raise money for prom, the formal
featured a refreshments table in addition to a full-on dance floor with music
DJed by juniors Sam Salvati and Walter Corngold. There was also a photo setup
where students posed for pictures, and photographers Laura Chin and Michael

Yen helped make the night a memorable one for everyone.

POlicy Deb ate I Continued from page 1

Alberto Checcone made it to the quarterfinals, and another team of seniors Jack Deschenes and Ako
Ndefo-Haven moved onto the semifinals. The third team, seniors Eli Grossman and Lily Maechling, made
it to the finals.

Moreover, all three Poly teams earned one bid to the exclusive Tournament of Champions hosted at the
end of the year by the University of Kentucky. Bids are given to teams that reach certain stages of elim-
ination rounds at large tournaments. Once a team receives two bids, they are eligible to compete in the
tournament.

Sardo said, “Our debaters bring unique and creative arguments and strategies to bear on the resolution.
This not only demonstrates their academic prowess and research acumen but also gives them a strategic
edge in their debates.”

Unfortunately, Poly’s team was unable to compete in the final round against the group from Green Valley
High School in Nevada because they had to catch a flight back to California; as a result, Grossman and
Maechling were named co-champions of the tournament. 5

Junior debater Oge Ogbogu said, “I really enjoy policy debate because it allows me to find the missing
link between today’s politics and effective change.”

Sustainability solutions

Continued from page 1

of producing and installing different forms of
sustainable energy, especially in the realm of
solar energy. In 2017, 54% of all new grid-scale
storage capacity in China was dedicated to.solar
power.

Fyke also introduced the concept of “grid
parity,” which means that if the price of solar
power dips below that of receiving electricity
from fossil fuels, people will simply make the
shift to solar energy. If prices continue to fall
like they have been, grid parity is definitely
achievable in the coming years.
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Conversation continued: immigration and refugee issues

By SAYA DESAI
’ Life editor

Saya Desai: Please restate what you do, how you got into
your work and how your personal story reflects how you
got there.

Marissa Montes: I am the clinical co-director and profes-
sor for the Loyola Law School Immigration Justice Clinic.
I actually was able to step into this role right after I gradu-
ated from law school because I was awarded the Loyola

Public Interest Fellowship, which is also a teaching fellow- -

ship that allowed me to create the clinic that exists today
and the program that we have. Through the fellowship, I
was able to jump into teaching.

My passion for doing immigrant rights work stemmed
from my experience and that of my family. I am an im-
migrant myself. I was born in Jalisco, Mexico, and I im-
migrated to the United States at the age of two. My dad
was a Mexican-American US citizen, and he was basically
able to petition my mother and I over and then grant me
derivative citizenship. I do feel that I was pretty privileged
in my ability to come to the United States legally because
many people don't have access to that.

Regardless of actually being able to enter the United
States with legal status, we nonetheless faced many obsta-
cles. I actually walked out my junior year [of high school]
in protest of a bill. It was the first time California had
failed to allow licenses for undocumented immigrants. My
parents didn't agree with that decision because we came
to this country to continue with my dreams and educa-
tion and ditching was not in line with that. Nonetheless,
teachers took an interest in what I did, and one teacher
gave me the opportunity to present what I did before my
classmates. But my presentation wasn’t necessarily well re-
ceived, and it ran over two class periods, which is what
made me realize that my own friends and colleagues view
me, [my family and my comunity] differently. That’s what
motivated me to continue this work.

Saya Desai: What frequent obstacles do you face in your
line of work?

Marissa Montes: 1 do face a variety of obstacles. Right
now the biggest obstacle that we are facing is this current
presidential administration. I represent individuals who
have been victims of crime, victims of human trafficking,
asylum seekers. These are people whom our immigration
law was designed to protect, and even though these are the
people whom we claim in the media to want to offer legal
status and accept, especially when it comes'to family unity,
there are a lot of obstacles in’getting ‘these ‘applications
approved. The government is denying [applications] and
causing applications to be delayed. Even regardless of the
current sentiment that may exist against the immigrant
community, especially the rhetoric, I also have been in-
credibly surptised by'the amount of support that we have
received, even from people we didn't really think would be
our allies, people who didn’t previously share an interest in
immigration issues. I know that is kind of the opposite of
what your question is asking, but it kind of demonstrates
that even though this is a difficult time, it has caused peo-
ple to have an interest in the subject matter and vouch for
those individuals despite what the administration is say-

ing.

Saya Desai: Please restate what you do, how you got into
your work and how your personal story reflects how you
got there.

Fabiola Flores: 1 currently work at Dolores Mission
School in Boyle Heights where I serve as assistant youth
coordinator. I have been in this country for about 19 years
now, and I am currently a DACA student, meaning I was
granted deferred action as childhood arrival. President
Obama started this program, and it pretty much allows
undocumented students to either go to school or join the
military. The whole system of applying allows us to find
work legally in the United States. Through the program,
I am able to work, go to school and make a living in this

country.

Saya Desai: What frequent obstacles do you face in your
line of work?

Fabiola Flores: I am pretty lucky because I am able to
work in an environment where nobody causes me trou-
ble because of my legal status in this country. I work at a
Catholic school and a Catholic church where they are very
adamant about talking about immigration issues, so luck-

ily I haven't faced any troubles in my work. But every day I

face a lot of simple struggles. Sometimes I go to different
places and start speaking Spanish, and I get weird faces. I
also face the everyday struggle of my parents’ legal status
in this country and whether or not they are coming home
at the end of the day. It is a struggle for me, my brother
and the rest of my family. I think it is a bigger struggle for
my parents than it is for me. But we all face our struggles
dlfferently At the end of the day, it is one whole fight that
we are fighting for.

Saya Desai: What would you consider a marker of prog-
ress in 2019?

Fabiola Flores: I think for me, there are political issues
even though I am not an expert on policies and law. But
I think in terms of the human race, the biggest thing is
showing empathy and compassion and really hearing the
stories of immigrants who come to the States. It is not to
steal jobs, and it is not to take advantage of the many ben-
efits that this country offers. It is because people are facing
horrible things in their home countries. Starvation, death
and war are really bad and scary. Therefore, the biggest
thing we need to do is learn the stories of the people who
come here because it is not that they want to leave their

‘home country: It is’a necessity to leave their home coun-

try. Hearing their stories and their words will eventually
lead to some sort of compromise in policy that will allow

migration to continue, as it is a natural thing for humans.

Saya Desai: Why do you think these immigrant and ref-
ugee issues are important and relevant to Poly students?

Fabiola Flores: [In] one way, or another, we are all con-

nected to the issue. We all have ancestors who migrated to
this country, whether it was 200,100 or 10 years ago. Even

though it is not our personal story, it happens within our

lives, within our family trees. It is not a Republican and

- Democratic issue but a human issue. Overall, we need to

take the time to be educated on these topics.
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Saya Desai: Please restate what you do, how you got into
your work and how your personal story reflects how you
got there.

Miry Whitehill: I am the founder and executive director
of Miry’s List, a non-profit organization serving families
resettling as refugees here in Southern California and be-
yond. We have seven programs for families arriving in the
U.S. through our federal refugee resettlement program.
Our programming begins the day the plane lands, and
it goes all the way through the third phase of resettling,
which is usually between two and three years after they
arrive. I am a mom, and I have a three- and a six-year-old.
'The first family that I met was a Syrian family in Azusa
who had a baby the same age as mine. I wasn't setting out
to start a non-profit organization, but I could really re-
late to the mom because she was the same age as me and
her baby was the same age as mine. Overall, the idea for
my nonprofit comes from a place of motherly instinct and
love.

Saya Desai: What would you consider a marker of prog-
ress in 2019?

Miry Whitehill: There are so many ways to measure im-
pact.I would say my best measure of impact is the feedback
that we get from our families, which are generally testi-
monials (i.e. Facebook reviews)—hearing from them and
knowing that this organization is filling a void for them
and made their first days in America more comfortable
and more beautiful and more memorable in a good way.
In terms of numbers, last vear we exceeded our fundrais-
ing goal. I just looked at the financial report and learned
that our “New Arrival Supper Club” program paid out
over $50,000 in wages last year. That is a huge benchmark
for success because we began with one backyard dinner,
and now it has grown into an enterprise of its own. We
are booked months in advance and have so many events
coming up just this year. We are also hoping to host a cu-
linary event at your school. These experiences that we have
hosted throughout Los Angeles allow people to experi-
ence new cultures and try new food. It is honestly amaz-
ing. Efforts like these are not just about having events. It
is about creating economic opportunity for families who
don't necessarily speak English. It is for people who come
here with a lot of skills and a lot of love to share.

Saya Desai: Why do you think these immigrant/refugee
issues are important and relevant to Poly students?

Miry Whitehill: T would say it is important to every sin-
gle student at Poly because every single family in America
has an immigration story. You do not have to be a refugee

- to understand what it feels like to be an outsider. If you

have gone through high school, you definitely know what
it feels like to:be:an outsider. Multiply that feeling by a
thousand, and ‘that is how our families feel all the time.
You students are the next generation of voters. I think it
is so important that even though some of you might be
years away from voting, or super close to voting, that you
get informed and educated. It is beyond what is on the
news; it is about learning through personal experiences
and seeking education on what these issues are and why
they matter.
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Artist of the issue: senior vocalist Katherine Polyzoides

Growing up alongside architects, photographers and
music producers, senior Kat Polyzoides was born to be
an artist. By the age of seven, she had begun mastering
almost every instrument sold at standard music stores
including the piano, violin, guitar, cello and clarinet.
“You name it, I played it,” Polyzoides joked.

Despite her musical prowess with instruments,
Polyzoides never felt as happy as she did
when she sang in the All Saints Church Chil-
dren’s Choir, Mastersingers from 2008-2012.
Polyzoides continued to develop her passion
for music in this program, starring in around
three to four concerts per year and performing
on Sundays.

Singing quickly integrated itself into all
facets of Polyzoides’ life as she decided to join
the Los Angeles Children’s Chorus (LACC)
in 2011. The combination of the church choir
and LACC required her utmost attention,
forcing Polyzoides to give up her abundance of
instruments. Polyzoides added, “I found that I
just cherished the time I spent in choir more,
and I vividly remember telling my mom my
voice is my favorite instrument.”

Polyzoides has been a part of LACC for
eight years now, traveling from Canada to
Norway to Iceland and even Japan. She ex-
claims, “LACC is the greatest thing I have
ever been a part of because I get to travel the
world with some of my closest friends doing
the thing I love more than anything: singing.”

Aside from venturing the globe, LACC has
allowed Polyzoides to sing with the Los Ange-
les Philharmonic under famous composers like
Gustavo Dudamel and John Williams, in addition to
performing at the Hollywood Bowl and in Walt Disney
Concert Hall. :

Polyzoides is currently a member of LACC’s three
top choirs: Concert Choir, the main touring ensemble;
Chamber Singers, the selective all-female choir and
Soprano Alto Tenor Bass (SATB), the co-ed advanced

Y

choir. She is also part of the select few chosen from
Concert Choir to sing in LACC’s 2019 February per-
formance of “Buddha Passion” at the Walt Disney Con-
cert Hall.

Chinese composer Tan Dun developed “Buddha Pas-
sion”in an attempt to highlight traditional Chinese song
with accents of western style. Polyzoides described this

composition as “one of the hardest yet most beautiful”
she has ever worked on. “I have sung in more languages
than I can count, but I have come to understand that
music is an almighty language within itself. I love that
when I sing, I possess the ability to communicate with
entire audiences of people, regardless of their mother
tongue,” Polyzoides continued.
NN

Movie review: Alfonso Cuar(')n’s autobiographical Roma

In his autobiographical film Roma, Mexican director
Alfonso Cuarén expresses the depths of a small, ordi-
nary narrative on a panoramic scale, using both magical
realism and monumentality to create an intensely per-
sonal recollection of his childhood.

Cuarén returns to the intimate realism seen in his
breakthrough film Y 7u Mamd También (2001); both are
large-scale stories told with a unique sensitivity and at-
tention to characters’ relatable, day-to-day routines. The
film—whose title references the Upper middle class
Colonial Roma neighborhood where Cuarén grew up—
is set in 1970s Mexico City.

Posters for the 1970 World Cup line the
walls of the children’s bedrooms, and
long, sweeping shots of Roma’s
streetscape are reminiscent of
those in Martin Scorcese’s 70s-
era films. y4

Shot exclusively in black
and white, Roma is a por-

trait of two women. /
The first is Cleo /~ k
(first-time actress el
Yalitza Aparicio), a2
young  indigenous o

woman who works
as a housekeeper
and nanny and is
an all-present (but quiet)

figure for a middle-class family that’s falling apart. Her
employer and matriarch of the family, Sofia (played by
Marina De Tavira), is entirely reliant on Cleo as she
copes with the infidelities of her husband and the literal
decay of her household, which Cuarén uses to represent
the collapse of Sofia’s marriage.

Much of the film takes place inside the family’s gated
home (a recreation of Cuarén’s childhood house), set-
ting a tiled, open-roofed corridor as the focal point of
both Cleo’s relationship with the family’s four children
and the parents’ increasing turmoil and dysfunction:

Graphic Eaurlesy of Charlotte Holder

Roma opens with Cleo’s washing away the ever-present
dog poop from the passage, which, at one point, Sofia
points to as the cause of her husband’s abandoning of
their family.

Also serving as the film’s director of photography,
Cuarén’s camerawork is as dynamic as Cleo. The camera
follows her faithfully as she completes her duties, which,
to Sofia, seem to all carry equal weight, from waking the
children in the morning and tucking them into bed at
night to preparing tea and washing the corridor.

.~ It seems that Cuaréns camerawork and
"N rainbow gradients of pellucid grey, black
~and white attempt to illuminate and speak
Ny for a silent Cleo, who, despite being
the film's protagonist and muse, has
few lines and, as a character, remains
unknown throughout the film to an
audience awaiting details about her
life.
It becomes clear that, to
Cuarén, perhaps, the
narrative of Cleo—who
is based on a woman
\ named Libo Rodri-
3 guez, who played a
similar role in his
childhood (and
to whom the film is
dedicated)—is still inac-
cessible to him. He portrays her as strong, stoic and all-
loving.

After the success of previous films Grawvity (2013) and
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban (2004), Cuarén
had his pick of directing high-grossing blockbusters. He
instead returned to his childhood to patiently illustrate
his home and those who influenced his youth in Roma.
'The film is nominated for eight Academy Awards in-
cluding Best Picture, Best Original Screenplay and Best
Cinematography and is still available in select theaters.

-Sophia Duncan
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| by Megan Kelleher
] Assistant life editor

As a Poly student, Polyzoides has strengthened her
love for music by participating in Choristers in lower
school, Contatori in middle school and the past spring
musical. Furthermore, Polyzoides has created the Mu-
sic Appreciation Club alongside senior Miles Krieger,
sophomore Ian Unterseher and their advisor Christo-
pher Schmoke to foster a community-wide interest in
the art.

One of her most impactful experiences
as a music student happened to be on Poly’s
campus in her first semester Music Theory
class. Polyzoides studied alongside her fellow
LACC member and dear friend Rory Xan-
ders to explore music composition and the
foundation of songs.

Dubbing the class “the best class [she] has
taken at Poly,” Polyzoides explained her de-
sire for more music-focused courses. “I wish
Poly placed more of an emphasis on the art
requirements. We require six seasons of sports
yet only two arts credits, and I want everyone
to experience the positive effects music can
have on one’s life.”

For the class’s final project, her instructor,
Ms. Foley, tasked Xanders and Polyzoides
with developing their very own composition.
Polyzoides chose to transpose the melody
of the Bee Gees’s “Island in The Streams,”
in which she created a SATB bass line and
harmonies as well as adjusted the melody to
ensure solid chord progressions. Polyzoides’
experience in Music Theory completely al-
tered her mindset going into the college pro-
cess, making schools with a music component
a necessity.

Polyzoides elaborates, “Over the last few years, music
has become a form of therapy for me; it has the ability
to entirely alter my state of mind. Music is by far the
most powerful form of love, support and, above all, con-
nection to others, and I truly hope to carry my love for
music with me for the rest of my life.”
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Editorial analysis: sports culture at Poly

During this winter season alone, the boys and girls
varsity soccer and basketball teams went a combined 1-7
against Flintridge Prep, Poly’s historic rival. This losing
trend, however, isn’t unique to this season. In the past five
years, Poly’s boys and girls varsity basketball and soccer
squads are a combined 11-27-2 against Prep.

What makes this statistic even more noteworthy is the
fact that the Panthers fared much better against the Reb-
els in these sports prior to the aforementioned five-year
period. From 2009-2014, our boys and girls varsity bas-
ketball and soccer teams combined for a 21-14-5 record
against Prep.

Part of this stark contrast may simply be attributed to
the fact that high school sports tend to be cyclical—where
some classes happen to have more athletes than others—

and there is little to nothing that Poly’s athletics depart-

My teammates might be
the only reason why I'm still
on the team.

rather than intensive training for re-
cruitment, the numbers. suggest
that the basketball and soccer
programs are falling short of this
goal.

A surprising number of stu-
dent-athletes named teammates as
a big reason to join or continue to play
on one of these four teams. However,
the atmosphere of the entire team—in-
cluding the coaches—is a different story.
Of the 34 respondents, 88.3 percent (all
but four athletes) rated their experiences
with teammates as “good” (four out of five)
or “excellent” (five out of five). On the other
hand, just 35.3 percent of respondents gave simi-
lar scores to their coaches.

“My teammates might be the only reason why I'm
still on the team,”a member of the boys var51ty basket-
ball team said.

Another respondent from the gitls vars1ty basketball
squad added, “My teammates ultimately are what make
me want to come back every year to this team. My §
teammates are my main support system, and I always
know they will support me in the long run.”

A member of the girls varsity soccer team noted, “I
have connected with teammates from all dlfferent grades

-and skill levels, and 1 have grown to love and trust them
on and off the field.” e

Several respondents also voiced concerns about their-

team’s practice env1ronment One respondent on the glrls

L

£

-ment can do to mediate this, as we will explain later. -

‘However, cons1der1ng our historic success alongs1de ,
our recent struggles against Prep in soccer and basketball,
the question must be asked: why has Prep been outplay— '
ing'us?

One possible explanatlon could be the' dynamic of each
team. In order to explore the experiences of Poly’s
basketball and soccer players, The Paw Print re--
cently sent out a survey to members of the var-
sity boys and girls basketball and soccer teams.
One hundred percent of the 34 respondents
(of the 58 total athletes on the teams) had
played their respective sport before play-
ing for Poly, and 82.4 percent had played
on a club team. Exactly half said that
they were serious about playing at
a high level when they entered
high school, and 32.4 percent
said they were “sort of” seri-
ous.

However, once they
had started playing at
the varsity level for Poly,
52.9 percent of respon-
dents reported that
they had considered
switching to the JV
team for reasons such
as lack of playing time
on varsity, wanting to
play with friends on
JV and preferring the lower levels of
commitment and pressure on JV.

Of those respondents who had
considered dropping to the JV team,
38.7 percent of them noted a star-
tling level of discontentment with
their varsity teams, claiming either “I
wasn't happy on varsity” or “I wanted
to prove a point to the coach.”

Moreover, 26.5 percent said that
they dread practice, and 5.9 percent
said they feel nervous when going to
practice. Conversely, only 29.4 percent
said they are happy and excited to
play a sport they love when they go
to practice. The rest
indicated that they
either are indifferent
or feel mixed emotions. This surprising range of senti-
ments is important to note: At a school like Poly, where
the focus of the athletics is on the experience of students

am not able to ask questions because some-
time the answers I receive from my head

I am honestly afraid to speak up, and
sometimes I have tried to speak up and
defend myself, but I have been immediately shut
down.” '

said, “The absurdly difficult and confusing
drills combined with the constant negative
remarks about our attitude creates a practice
environment that can only hurt our love for
the game.”

“[Our coach]

only looks at the cup half empty but ex-
pects us to look at the cup half full,”said a mem-
ber of the boys varsity basketball team.

Practice is not only where athletes develop
skills but also where teams build chemistry, a key
component to winning games. A subpar practice
environment can easily compromise a team’s per-

formance.
However, this isn't to say that our basketball and
soccer programs are doing it all wrong. At a small
school like Poly, with an Upper School student popu-
lation of only 377 (which would be just a fraction of an
incoming freshman class at some high schools), athlet-
ics can be difficult to run. The small class sizes make
the cyclical nature of high school athletics even more
discernible because less students generally means less
athletes, especially at schools like ours that don't actively
recruit potential athletes. The general lack of contentment
and regressing performance on these teams can partially
be ascribed to the unique nature of Poly’s athletic depart-
ment.

Poly’s athletics have long embodied the philosophy of
allowing any and all students to play
multiple sports, but this allowance
has come at the cost of year-round
training—forcing Poly to suffer a slight competitive dis-
advantage—as our teams aren’t able to spend nearly as
much time together in trainings and games as teams at

Courtesy of Poly
Communications

Senior midfielder Catalina Alonso dribbles down Babcock
Field as she looks to counter against Mark Keppel.

varsity basketball team commen!ted “I'feel tha: T

coach make me sound and feel stupid.

Another from the boys varsity soccer team -

other schools where playing multiple sports is prohibited.

Athletic Director Steve Beerman commented, “We do
things so differently here. We don't go year-round, [but]
other schools are going year-round ... So how do we stay
competitive while supporting our multi-sport athletes? If
we start looking at recruiting specialized athletes, then we
can't support all programs because we don't have enough
admitted students every year.”

“Without a doubt I'm losing sleep over
[this issue]... I feel like many schools don't
know their identity; I feel like we know who
we are, but I'm not sure in today’s age that
we can continue to be who we are... Because
if we do change, then we’ll be down to a ten
sport school, and then we might be taking
- away some of the sports students love,”
Beerman added.

Beerman also noted that when hiring
coaches, he ensures that they understand
they must share multi-sport athletes with
fellow coaches. Furthermore, the no-cut
+ policy—an integral part of Poly’s athletic
identity for years—leaves the coaches less
freedom in forming teams. Many other .
. schools don't allow seniors to play if
they’re not on varsity, but Poly refuses
\ to cut any player completely from the
| sport, so seniors may join aJV team.
Beerman said, “I think it's much

~ more dn‘ﬁcult to be a coach [at
. Poly than at similar schools] be-,
" cause of what our expectations of
‘them are. I talk to coaches about
that all the time. When we bring
new coaches in, I'm always talk-
ing about how Poly’s different
and more difficult because we
strive to give every kid an ex-
perience as best we can. We
try to care about every one
of them, and that’s a hard
. thing to do because the
numbers can get out of
hand.”

'The most significant fac-

tor for Poly’s sports pro-

Courtesy of Poly

Communications

Senior guard Nicholas Tu drives into the lane for an easy grams, however, is simple:
layup against Bellflower.

Poly is not, and has never
been, an athletic power-
house Rather, athletics are an extracurricular—an auxil-
iary, but valuable, experience. .

Beerman concluded, “We’re an academic school. We
understand our role in athletics as an important part of

! ! s
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The absurdly difficult and confus-
ing drills combined with the constant
negative remarks about our attitude
- creates a practice environment that can
only hurt our love for the game.
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the school and an important part of the kids’ experiences,
but the kids are coming here for academics.”

Our athletics department isn’t perfect, nor should we
expect it to be. However, in order to improve our athletics
programs and ensure. that student-athletes are enjoying
their athletic experience at Poly, communication between
players and coaches is necessary. Negative experiences are
valid, but nothing will be changed if they are not voiced.

1f students have had problems with a team, whether it
be with coaches or teammates, Beerman highly encour-
ages them to answer the end-of-season evaluations hon-
estly or meet with him in person.

-MJK & ABL
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It’'s What
. (Dexter Renick)
is releasing his
debut album
It Lofi
on February 15,
12:00 AM EST
on all streaming

platforms.
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Feature: students reflect on new midterm schedule

Since the administration imple- et in from December 11-21, students were
mented the new semester Block Day "¢ Dec V7 Dec 1§ Dec 14 Pee 70 Dee 2\ DeL 274 unsure whether they should dedicate
exam schedule last year, condensing 2 6i6 A APAv ¥ | more time to preparing for Block Days
exams into fewer days and encouraging 'é‘ = A B HD < . Wintey | or working on college applications.
teachers to replace tests with non-as- . . ‘® One student commented, “As I was
sessment “experiences,” midterms have Presentationy = and Englisy \ Breay! waiting to receive my college decision, I
become an even greater source of con- o e MaEcr:i s Blors e %% o not only had the pressure of s'tudying _for
troversy on the UPRer Sch(?ol campus. PAY 4t Dt 4%' Voot my exams, I also had to finish writing

Under the original mid-year and A bt =C ) the majority of my college essays before
final exam schedule—which was in P the Block Day schedule began.”

27 : . B

place through the end of the 2016- JDez 2% Dec 24 yec 2_6 - Haidds v e et While some students looked for
2017 school year—students sat for one | XMAS XMAS 4 ways to balance both Block Days and
three-hour exam period per day for a | Evg EVE Mervy college applications, others chose to fo-
villeek in mifd—]am'larg. Most classes useg EVE... - Chvistmas! cus 0011 the l.atter..d - S

that time for a sit-down exam, grade & ne senior said, “I completely prior-
presentation or practice AP test. Ad- A iti?ed my college applications over my
ditionally, tests were scheduled by sub- l L L mldterrr}s. However, 1 was lucky that
ject: all students would have math ex- i my 3 midterms were practice AP tests

ams one day, for example, then history
the next, then language after that.

Last year, a few major changes under the Block Day
schedule were introduced: students took two exams a day,
but teachers were encouraged to lower the stakes of their
assessments by replacing them with field trips, practice
exams worth few points or prcsentatlons While ;
some teachers adopted some of these “expe- _
riences” in place of traditional tests, many
classes—especially AP courses—con- 4
tinued to require conventional exams.

If students had two particularly
demanding exams on one day, they
were allowed to reschedule one of
them to an open make-up exam
period at the end of the week.
Many students, especially upper-
classmen, used the make-up day
to ensure that they did not have
two mentally draining tests in a row
(such as AP Biology and AP Calcu-
lus).

This year, four new changes were in-
stituted. First, midterms were held in late
December—before winter break—instead of
mid-January. Second, exams were organized by
period rather than subject. Students took exams for A and
B period courses the first day, C and D period courses
the second day, E and F period courses the third day and
G period course on the last day. Third, students were not
allowed to reschedule or move exams unless they had pre-
arranged testing accommodations. Lastly, the assessment-
free week before midterms (previously known as “dead
week”) was shortened to three “review days,” which were
the Thursday, Friday and Monday preceding exams.

Most students responded that the three “review days”
did not provide enough time to study for midterms with-
out worrying about other non-midterm assessments. 31.3
percent of ninth, tenth and eleventh graders and 65.8 per-

- cent of 12th graders answered that the review days did not
provide enough time to prepare for midterms. Further,
49.7 percent of ninth, tenth and eleventh graders and 10.5
percent of 12th graders said review days provided “almost

Neutral

enough” time to prepare. Only 15.6 percent of o

non-seniors and 23.7 percent of seniors said
the review days gave them enough time to
study for their exams.

“The ‘assessment-free days’ were
not long enough, and I would have £
tests/quizzes or projects lead-
ing up to those days because the
teachers knew things couldn’t
be due after that, so I didn’t get
to take as much time to review
and study as I had hoped,” one
sophomore commented.

One junior remarked, “The Y
fact that midterms started on a
Tuesday and we still had normal
school/classes on that Monday made
me have less time to study for/priori-
tize the midterms since I still had normal
homework and assignments to finish first. It also
threw off the rest of the week.”

In addition, in the weeks leading up to exams, students

had mixed reactions to the new exam dates. The change
was popular among non-seniors; 72.5 percent of fresh-

experience
with block

~ days was:

Which do you prefer:
the subject-based
scheduling system or
the period-based
scheduling system?

Graphic courtesy of Aasha Turner
men, sophomores and juniors supported having midterm
exams before break, and 11.6 percent had no preference
between before or after break. Some students preferred
earlier exams so that the prospect of midterms did not

loom over winter break and so that the material
was still fresh in their minds.
Within the senior class, however,.
the decision was more contro-
versial. 57.5 percent of seniors
liked having midterms before
break, and 5.3 percent were
indifferent; the other 36.8
b percent preferred having
midterms later.

Among the factors
that may have led some
seniors to oppose pre-
winter break exams, one
stands out as a source of
significant stress that many
students noted in their sur-
vey response: the college pro-
cess.

Most college applications that
will be considered during the regular

decision round were due on January 1, but
two of Poly’s three college counselors were un-
available to provide essay feedback over win-
ter break, so any students wanting to run
their essays by their counselors needed to J

graded on the AP curve. Thus, the fact
that I didn’t study much for midterms wasn't really a big
deal, and I ended up doing fine on my midterms.”

Another student commented, “I decided to spend the
week doing college apps. I probably spent two hours total
studying for midterms.”

Several students expressed frustration that the resched—
uling placed midterms just before application deadlines.

“The fact that mid-to-late December is probably the
worst time for seniors college-wise should have been con-
sidered before deciding to shift midterms to before winter
break,” remarked one.

“For a school so focused on preparing students for col-
lege, it is surprising that the administration would not
give more importance to the stress seniors undergo during
the application time period,” another added.

Of the senior respondents who answered that they
were working on applications during December 11-21,
only 10.7 percent said that they were able to thoroughly

‘prepare for their exams while working on applications.

Conversely, 42.9 percent expressed that they were over-
whelmed trying to prepare for exams while working on
applications, and the rest (46.4 percent) were able to pre-
pare just enough for exams while working on applications.
One respondent noted, “Because my most
_difficult tests were frontloaded in the
first few days, and I had two per
day (and thus less study time at
home), I just had less avail-
. able time to study. The
two-day assessment-free

Seniors:

finish them before December 21. Of the were you working eriod made no mean-
. you working P

38 seniors who responded to the separate | o college apps ingful difference to pro-

senior survey, 73.7 percent were working Lt : Ikt vide more time, and I

on college applications during the weeks E ore.:lin e _ was also v'vorl.dng on

leading up to and during midterms (De- mdterms college applications the

cember 11-21). week before midterms,

For many, the combination of Block

Days and college applications proved to be
difficult to manage. 76.3 percent of senior
respondents reported that they spent less time
studying this year than they did last year, and 65.8
percent said that the three assessment-free days before
Block Days did not provide enough time to
prepare for their mid-year exams.
When asked why they studied less,
some students mentioned having
.. less difficult, less high-stakes
tests to study for.

“I studied less than last year
mostly because I had fewer
major tests (I think). I also
received a positive college
decision, so I felt less mo-
tivated to earn the highest
score possible,” one respon-
dent said.

On that topic, 81.6 percent
of senior respondents reported
that they received an admissions
decision from at least one college
from December 11-21. As a result, many
were stuck in an awkward situation. If they got

into their early decision or early action school as their
top choice, they wouldn’t have to write any more college
essays, and those they had already written would never be
sent anywhere. However, as many decisions were coming

(Dec11-21)

_ which took away study
- time.”

For other seniors, the na-

ture of their mid-year exams

this year made their Block Day ex-

perience manageable.

“Last year was full of very fact-based subjects
such as U.S. History and Bio, whereas this year’s exams
really relied more on my critical thinking skills. Also, the
curves this year eliminated a lot of the stress surrounding
most of my exams,” said one respondent.

Another one of the changes—switching to a midterm
schedule based on periods rather than subjects—was also
met with mixed reviews across all grades. Of the ninth
through eleventh graders, the reactions were pretty even-
ly split, with 38 percent of respondents indicating they
would rather have a subject-based schedule while 40.8
percent preferred the midterms to be period-based.

However, this change in schedule also caused a lot of
unintended consequences, including forcing many stu-
dents to cram a few difficult tests on one day. When asked
whether the student felt that their “most difficult exams
were evenly distributed through the week,” exactly half of
the respondents replied no. Furthermore, 52.6 percent of
them indicated that they had “two particularly difficult
exams on the same day.”

The senior class, on the other hand, met this specific
change with less enthusiasm. About 50 percent of the stu-
dents preferred the subject-based schedule compared to
only 31.6 percent supporting the period-based schedule.



A surprising 60.5 percent felt that their most dif-
ficult exams were not evenly distributed throughout
the week while only 28.9 percent felt otherwise. Finally,
52.6 percent of senior respondents noted that they were
crammed with two difficult exams on the same day.

0

It felt almost as if I took
midterms twice.”

| AN/

An even bigger controversy that arose due to the new
Block Day schedule was the awkwardly timed three-
week transition after winter break (and mid-year ex-
ams) and before the start of the second semester, when

- most classes tended to pile on extra projects, essays,

tests or quizzes. Regardless of whether or not the class
had a formal sit-down mid-year exam before winter
‘break, many classes—especially senior-level courses—
assigned additional major assessments, and many stu-
dents deemed the added workload unfair.

One senior respondent noted, “I would rather have
midterms in December. That being said, however, I'd
also rather take one set of midterms. The prevailing
trend among my teachers was to give a formal ‘midterm’

SENIORS: NUMBER OF EXAMS

Out of 38 respondents

S exams
5.3%

4 exams
- 36.8% 5
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exam in the week before Winter Break and then give an-
other project or essay due this last week in the end of
January (which, coincidentally, is when Block Days were
last year). It felt almost as if I took midterms twice.”

This sentiment, however, was not limited to the senior
class. Many underclassmen and juniors, especially those
in non-AP courses, experienced similar added stress due
to extra assessments.

“I think the main problem with the Block Day sched-
ule is that some teachers will often have an ‘experience’
for the midterm and then give a cumulative test at the
end of the semester. So rather than having the extra days
to study for the test as we would fora normal midterm,
we have a big cumulative test during the time that most
teachers are giving out a regular homework load,” said
one junior.

Only 30.5 percent of ninth, tenth and eleventh graders
and 42.1 percent of twelfth graders had four or more sit-
down exams, but several underclassmen commented that
they had more exams this year than in past years.

“I had quite a few more traditional exams this year in
comparison to last year, which made it necessary to spend
more time preparing,” one underclassman said.

However, several seniors replied that they had fewer
sit-down exams this year than in the past. One said they
had “barely any traditional exams,” while another added

Out of 98 respondents
5 exams
12.6%

T

4 exams
17.9%
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that they “only had two classes [with exams].” See below
graphs for related data.

Students had a myriad of suggestions to help improve
the Block Day experience for all of those involved.

One underclassman commented, “Go back to the sub-
ject-based exams. We saved one day of class by switching
to a period-based exam, which is quite a meager benefit
considering the amount of stress a lot of my peers and I
e

“Possibly a few more study days with more review ses-
sions because those review days felt rushed,” added an-
other underclassmen.

Several students also suggested that students with
two of their most difficult or draining exams in one day
should be allowed to switch one to the make-up day.

Another commented, “Students should be able to shift
their schedule as was promised when the Block Days
were first introduced.”

Ultimately, the respondents indicated that their Block
Day experiences ranged from manageable and pleasant
to stressful and overwhelming; as seen in accompanying
graphics, different students had different responses to the
new schedule. However, many hope that the administra-
tion will consider their suggestions as they move forward

and refine the schedule.

-MJK, ABL & HRO

9, 10, 11th GRADERS: NUMBER OF EXAMS

1 exam
3.2%

2 exams
25.3%

3 exams
41.1%
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Feature: meet 7he Paw Prints staft photographers

By MIA PATZAKIS and MADDIE KWEI
Assistant life editors

Austin Wuthrich

Austin Wathrich was first introduced to photography as
a freshman looking to fulfill his art credit in Minto’s Begin-
ning to Photography class. He initially wasn’t fond of the art
but grew to enjoy it as he continued to Intermediate Photog-
raphy in sophomore year.

Wiathrich notes that in taking the Intermediate course,
he became particularly drawn to night-time photography;
the concept of controlling light in darkness “opened a new
world” to him.

Now, as a junior, Wuthrich is taking Advanced Photogra-
phy and has his own website to display his photos. He prefers
to shoot on a digital camera, particularly his Sony A6000, as
the minimal amount of features the camera possesses forces
him to perfect the process in which he takes his photos.

Wiathrich took the photo that he chose to submit as a
sophomore. He recalls leaving his house at 10:30 at night
and climbing a hill near the Rose Bowl to get this shot of the
134 Freeway’s “Suicide Bridge,” using the rule of thirds and
capturing the juxtaposition of hght from the cars and dark-
ness of the surroundings. -

In the future, Wuthrich plans to continue shooting and
using photography as an artistic outlet for himself.

Barker Thompson

]umor Barker Thompson has been contmuously
exposed to photography throughout his life and
notes that his dad’s photography likely inspired his
original interest in the art.

He prefers to shoot on film, as he has a limited
number of shots to work with on each film roll and
thus must take special care to set up each photo. He

loves the anticipation between shooting photos on

film and seeing the finished pictures once they’re
developed, and he finds the process rcwarding when
they turn out well.

. Thompson enjoys photography both as a stand-
alone art form and an accompaniment to other
forms of art like creative writing.

He took this photograph last year in a Montreal
neighborhood named Mild End. He notes, “I think
this picture, specifically the juxtaposition of the
light blue Mini Cooper against the old townhouse,

says a lot about this up-and-coming neighborhood.”

Ian Chadwick

Emma Cadogan

In his free time, sophomore Ian Chadwick stops.by
his favorite places to seek out inspiration for his photog-
raphy projects.

As a freshman, he took Studio Art with Mr. Bieltvedt
and Photography Fundamentals. Chadwick found him-
self drawn to photography because he appreciated that,
when taking pictures, he does not have to manipulate

his surroundings in order to create art; the art is already ~

in front of him. Once he sees beauty in his surroundings
worth capturing, all he has to do is ﬁnd the right angle
and take the shot. %~

Chadwick prefers his dlgltal Sony 3A7 over film
since digital cameras are easier to work-withtand have
unlimited storage. \

He chose this partlcular photo of skateboarders he

met at Caltech because, “they got some air off of that _

jump, and the white auditorium and the trees really con-
trasted with the blue sky.”

This coming semester, he has plans to take advanced
photography and to join Zhe Paw Prints’ photography
team. In the future, we hope to see more of Chadwick’s
artwork.

Before embarking on the France trip with Poly’s
Global Initiatives Program (GIP) as a rising junior, se-
nior Diego Jaime made the spontaneous decision to buy
a camera. While in France, he ended up taking numer-
ous photos of his classmates and his surroundings.

Currently, Jaime is a photographer for 7he Paw Print;
GIP Scholars and out-of-school events. His favorite
medium is digital photography, with which he typically
shoots portraits.

The photo above features junior Lucy Liversidge
posing for senior Dexter Renick’s new album cover.
Jaime comments, “It’s weird that one of the best photos
I've taken came from me not necessarily even trying my
hardest.”

Instead of staging the photo like he usually does, the
lighting naturally found him.

Jaime enjoys photography because it’s a hobby that
anyone can perform,; all he needs is a camera. “You don't
necessarily have to have the best gear, you don't neces-
sarily have to be a professional photographer; it’s just
something everyone can get into,” he notes.

In the future, Jaime hopes to take his craft to a new
level of sophistication and buy his very own equipment.

Sophomore Emma Cadogan loves photography be-
cause it offers an artistic outlet that she can practice
when traveling or hanging out with friends and family.
“I can create something beautiful and artistic while also
experiencing it at the same time,” Cadogan says.

She was introduced to photography as a freshman in
Poly’s photography class, taught by Jennifer Godwin-
Minto. Before then, she used to think of photography as
simply snapping a photo of something she liked. “There
is a lot more to it than meets the eye,” she explains.

The photo she chose to submit depicts:Altadena after
a rainstorm. Cadogan loves this photo because of how
disorganized it is; the jumbled colors, shapes and tex-
tures create a dramatic yet still balanced scene.
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Living in Israel: reflections leading up to studying abroad

Two years ago, I found out about a program called
Tichon Ramah Yerushalayim (TRY), through which
American kids could spend a semester living in Israel.
I was immediately enamored. Throughout the process
of making my participation in the program a reality,
I've confronted issues raised by my family, the Poly ad-
ministration and my friends, and I have tried to con-
vince my community of the meaningful impact this
trip would have on my life. However, beginning two
years ago, I've struggled personally with what the true
meaning behind my trip to Israel would be
and the effect it could have on my community.
Through these internal conflicts, I've grown
immensely, and I believe that going to Israel
next week will lead to many amazing experi-
ences and discoveries.

Since its inception but especially in recent
years, Israel has been a source of political con-
flict, partially due to its complex history as a
state. Before 1948, Israel didn’t formally exist.
'The land it stands on was previously part of a
British mandate named Palestine, which was
home to Palestinians with a national identity.
However, in the wake of the Holocaust and
the atrocities perpetrated against Jews in Eu-
rope, the need for a safe Jewish state became
more urgent and popular among Jews around
the world. In 1948, Israel was established as an
independent state on land previously belong-
ing to Palestine. Although Israel and Palestine origi-
nally claimed equal sections of the land, Israel eventu-
ally expanded into many Palestinian regions and took
over a majority of the territory.

As a Jewish-American and an outsider to this con-
flict, I have been able to recognize the inequalities
and injustices caused by the Israeli government, and
I disagree with the Knesset (Israeli parliament) on the
apartheid-esque nature of the state. This conflict rep-
resented a dichotomy I deeply struggled with because I
also truly wanted to spend four months living in Israel

L ]f:‘ E February 8, 2019

and learn about my relationship to Judaism there. This
conflict between my Jewish learning and my opposi-
tion to Israeli politics plagued me through much of
the process of applying to TRY. I wanted to embody
my values through the way I lived, but I thought that
either direction I leaned toward would compromise an
important aspect of the other direction.

At first, I couldn’t understand how these two deeply
contrasting ideas could coexist within me. Although
I recognized the actions of the Knesset, I separated

that disagreement from my semester abroad and told
myself that they were each isolated parts of my life. I
settled on the fact that my semester abroad wasn’t a
political trip; the trip would be solely for the purpose
of deepening my Jewish identity—not for the purpose
of political discovery.

However, in the midst of my excitement about both
going to Israel and all the growth I anticipated in my
future, the distinct violence around the time of the
U.S.s relocation of its embassy to Jerusalem provoked
me to reconsider my relationship with Israel. I was so

by MADY BURKE
Student contributor

taken aback by the actions of the Israeli Defense Force
and Hamas (a Palestinian terror group) that I started
to overlook my genuine connection to Israel. These
concerns proved extremely dangerous; I had painted
an incomplete picture of Israel in my mind by focusing
only on the things I disliked about it, which made me
uncomfortable about joining the program at all.

What I understand now, having wrestled with my
Jewish identity and attachment to Israel thoroughly
over the past two years, is the opposite of what I origi-
nally thought. This internal conflict between
my cultural connection to Israel and my dis-
approval of the forces that allow it to survive
as a state can certainly exist together without
one compromising the validity of the other. In
fact, I believe that it’s an important dichotomy
to maintain. At one point, I was ready to can-
cel my application to TRY because of my per-
sonal contempt for aspects of Israel as a coun-
try. Now, I believe that developing firsthand
experiences with the people and atmosphere
of Israel in order to understand the political
conflicts is more valuable than speaking from
the sidelines without truly understanding the
complex nature of said conflicts.

This seamless weaving of the two elements
I thought couldn’t be more different from each
other really surprised me, but looking back on
my journey, it makes sense. The two seemingly
opposite aspects of Israel work to enhance and com-
plexify each other: in order to completely understand
the politics of Israel (which is most of what the west-
ern world sees of the country), one has to truly un-
derstand the reason it is a state at all—the profound
connection of many people to the land and the culture.
I'm so grateful to be able to go on this journey; I look
forward to exercising my personal connection to the
state by learning more about the human nature of the
political conflicts because now I know they work best
in tandem with each other.
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Teacher feature: Upper School math teacher and department head Jack Prater

“Pick a fixed point on the earth and stand with
your shoulder so that your eye lines up the edge of
a star or the moon with a lampost. Don’t move, and
then watch the star or the moon move away from the
post. That movement is evidence that we live in this
huge void of space,” Upper School Mathematics Chair
Jack Prater recalled of the first scientific experiment
he conducted in third grade.

Prater’s interest in engineering originated from
his childhood fascination with astronomy. While
growing up in Houston, Texas, Prater monitored
and recorded the trajectories of the moon and stars,
dreaming of a career in astronomy. However, he soon
realized that astronomy alone consisted largely of
theorizing and analyzing the data collected by other
people. Wanting to be more involved in manufac-
turing the technology used for data collection and
analysis, Prater decided to focus on astrophysics at
Caltech as he felt that the subject offered challenges
and opportunities unique to his skill set.

Moving from Houston to Pasadena to study astro-
physics at Caltech required him to immediately ad-
just to a new environment and workload. Immersing
himself in his studies, he noted that studying astro-
physics “put me in challenging situations very quickly,
so I didn't have time to deal with anything else.”

After college, Prater traveled to Wisconsin to
study space physics for a year. He then returned to
Pasadena to work at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory
(JPL), the nation’s leading research and development
center for the construction and operation of plane-
tary robotic spacecraft. At JPL, he worked on air-
borne radar missions to image faultlines and glacier
movement as well as developed radios that allowed
spacecraft to communicate with Earth. Prater loved
his work with space technology, but he preferred his
projects involving airborne imaging, which included
trips to Iceland and excursions along California’s
coast. After ten years at JPL, Prater moved to the Bay
Area, where he worked for several startup companies
including a short stint at Jeff Bezos’s Blue Origin.

At Blue Origin, he worked on a variety of projects,
including generating microwave frequencies to power
spacecrafts into orbit and using helium balloons to
lift launch platforms up to heights of 40,000 feet so
that they could launch spacecraft from airplane cruise
altitudes.

Prater defined his work at Blue Origin as “finding
ways to implement all those science fiction ideas to

tesy of Emma Cm'rzm

see if there was any new technology that would make
ideas that weren't feasible 50 years ago work.”
‘Through his many experiences, Prater has realized
that he thrives most in work environments that facili-
tate disagreement and, subsequently, problem-solving.
“Those were the best groups—people who were
really smart and respectful of each other, who did not
care if they were right or not. They just wanted the

By MIA PATZAKIS
Assistant life editor

right solution to the problem,” Prater said. “I enjoyed
the aspect of having discussions about building ideas
and defending technical solutions and finding the
weaknesses in a proposal. Approach with an open
mind; learn how to accept criticism. I think that fits
my personality.”

The collaborative, problem-solving environments he
described are why Prater loves teaching. Before join-
ing the Upper School Mathematics Department in
2005, he taught summer school courses at Caltech and
coached volleyball at Poly. Just as he was preparing to
change departments at JPL, Poly Athletics Director
Steve Beerman told him that the Upper School was
looking to hire a new math teacher. Interested in the
idea of teaching full time, Prater took the job and im-
mediately knew he had made the right decision.

Prater has taught almost every math and engineer-
ing class Poly’s Upper School has offered. He’s discov-
ered that teaching and coaching share the same skills
required to work as an astrophysicist.

“You can try to interact with a student, and at the
end of the day, looking back on that interpersonal rela-
tionship, you’re never quite sure if it was right. Dealing
with young people in a coaching or a classroom situa-
tion is invigorating. You're always navigating, negotiat-
ing how to solve something and do it well, and that
changes so much from class to class, from student to
student, from day to day; it keeps you on your toes,” he
said.

From astrophysicist to coach to Poly math teacher,
Jack Prater seeks to illuminate every universe he
inhabits. “Anything you can do
that fosters curiosity about
the world around us is
important. Curious people
solve problems.
'The world becomes =

a better place if

Graphic courtesy of
Charlotte Holder

people want to learn
about the things
around them.”
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Ocasio-Cortez bucks establishment politics and the status quo

By MILO WOODS
Staff writer

To the dismay of members of Congress on the left
and the right, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez’s progres-
sive platform has challenged the conservative ideol-
ogy of Republicans along with the centrism of many
incumbent Democrats.

As a working class 29-year-old Puerto Rican
Bronx native, Ocasio-Cortez boldy prefaced her cam-
paign ad, “The Courage to Change,” by asserting that
“women like me aren’t supposed to run for office.”

Now that she has been elected as the youngest
congresswomen in United States history, the hostile
opposition she faces from establishment politicians
on both sides of the aisle only proves her argument
that a radical shift from the status quo is necessary.

Since her election in June of 2018, Ocasio-Cor-
tez has faced skepticism about her working class
background and criticism of her disruptive agenda.
The first challenge to Ocasio-Cortez’s background
came from a conservative talk show host on News-
max’s America Talk Live, John Cardillo, who shared
a Google Maps image of Ocasio-Cortez’s childhood
home.

He tweeted that the house was too nice for some-
one who claimed to be from the “Bronx hood” and
blatantly lied about her attending Brown University.
In reality, she went to Boston University, and her
mother worked as a housekeeper to pay the rent for
her nice, yet modest, home.

Ocasio-Cortez’s social status was also called into
question on Twitter by Eddie Scarry, a Washington
Examiner writer with a history of misogynistic posts,
who shared a picture of Ocasio-Cortez walking down
a hallway for a congressional meeting. He claimed
that the jacket she wore in the, picture looked too
expensive for “a girl who struggles.”

Fox and Friends picked up on the trend and lam-
basted Ocasio-Cortez over an outfit she wore for a

photoshoot in Interview magazine, saying she had
“expensive tastes for a socialist.” Not only does this
claim reveal these critics’ ignorance of how photo-
shoots work but it also shows how superficial criti-
cisms aimed at Ocasio-Cortez have been.
Ocasio-Cortez is no social media slouch. In re-
sponse to these attacks, she boldly asserted that her
critics’ attempts to “strip [her] of [her] family, story,
home, and identity [are] exemplary of how scared
[they] are of the power of all four of those things.”
Her fellow Democrats have not been much kind-
er. In a CNN interview this past December, former
Missouri Senator Claire McCaskill discussed the

behavior of so-called “crazy Democrats” but stopped

short of calling Ocasio-Cortez crazy. Instead, she

called her a “bright shiny new object” who had not
done anything to merit attention.

While some incumbent Democrats have kept their
criticisms private, others like Representative Bill
Pascrell (D-New Jersey) want to
reign in Ocasio-Cortez’s at-
tacks on moderate Demo-
crats, which he thinks
undermine party unity.
He even went so far as to
say that Ocasio-Cortez
“doesn’t know what the
hell she’s talking about”

when she critiques other

Graphic courtesy of
Josephine Woodruff

Democrats.

Additionally, Ocasio-Cortez’s aggressive opposi-
tional politics led Representative Lacy Clay (D-Mis-
souri) to describe her as “petty” and Representative
Alcee Hastings (D-Florida) to say that “meteors {12z
out.” Rather than aim for party reform, these incum-
bents would prefer a submissive junior congre:s-
women that would continue business as usual.

However, Ocasio-Cortez is the frontwoman for a
movement among young progressives that is big;
than any individual person.

This year’s historic blue wave of diverse and ' y-
namic junior congresswomen included the first-cver
Muslim congresswomen Rashida Tlaib (D-Mich-
igan) and Ilhan Omar (D-Minnesota), first-cver
Native American congresswomen Sharice Davids
(D-Kansas) and Deb Haaland (D-New Mexico), the
first ever black congresswoman from Massachusetts,
Ayanna Pressley and Texas’s first Latina congress-
women Sylvia Garcia and Veronica Escobar, reflect
ing the people’s desire for representatives that
truly represent their respective constituencies.

The real reason, as Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
first affirmed, that junior congresswomen are un-
der attack from both the right and the left is tha
they truly represent the working class and the
working poor.

Democratic incumbents are also finally being
held accountable from within for their decades-
long neglect of the working class.

However, the top Democratic leadership now
recognizes the asset of the new pro-
gressives to the party, which is why
they appointed Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, Rashida Tlaib and Ayanna
Pressley to the House Oversight
.Committee, the primary investiga-

tive body in Congress. These shifts
make one thing clear: time’s up for
the status quo.

The border wall is a terrible solution to our immigration woes

By DESMOND MANTLE
Opinion editor

Thankfully, it’s beginning to look like Donald
Trump’s wall will never be built. Though many of his
proposals are rejected by our community, I feel that
Trump and his policies are often attacked from an
emotional perspective, a strategy that doesn’t usually
convince anybody of anything they didn’t already be-
lieve. My goal here is to explain why the wall along

the southern border is a terrible idea from a practical,

logistical perspective.

First of all, the wall would be an egregious waste
of public money. As a libertarian, that’s a very serious
issue for me. I've believed in downsizing the federal
government for a long time, namely by shrinking the
military budget and eliminating certain departments.
Building the wall would have the opposite effect,
hemorrhaging public money toward the always-in-
creasing cost of construction.

That’s why the wall immediately set off “waste-of-
money” alarm bells for me. I never believed Trump’s
promise that Mexico would pay for it, and his recent

grants and smugglers also likely have access to lad-
ders or other basic ways of climbing a wall. Border

_enforcement really can’t be effectively imposed by a

physical barrier. The Border Patrol actually matters
much more when it comes down to whether people
can cross or not.

The wall also doesn’t make any sense along the Rio
Grande, where a very high percentage of immigrants
cross illegally into Texas. It’s hard to see how Border
Patrol agents could gain a significant advantage from
an extra barrier between Mexico and Texas when they
already patrol the Rio Grande regularly to catch il-
legal crossings.

My second significant qualm with the border wall
is the use of eminent domain to build it. In my opin-
ion, taking private land through eminent domain,
more than almost any other seizure or expenditure by
the government, violates individual property rights
without providing a significant benefit.

It doesn’t matter whether your ethical system in-
volves honoring individual rights, doing the greatest
good for the greatest number of people or doing to
others what you would want done to you. Eminent

option” to avoid needing congressional approval for
the wall, would leave property owners with no timely
recourse. By the time their lawsuits were heard, the
wall could already be halfway built.

The final reason I oppose the wall is that it dis-
tracts from a much more effective way to reform our
immigration system: make legal immigration easier.

I've written about my views on that subject before,
and I continue to believe, even in an era of Trumpian
nationalism, that we should be helping more people
become Americans. As a Mexican-American person
myself, I would like to see more Mexican-American
citizens, Honduran-American citizens and others
welcomed into our nation on the condition that they
are committed to it.

Though I do believe that people have the right to
leave their countries (which is why I oppose a penalty
or tax on people renouncing their US citizenship), I
believe the receiving country has the right—indeed,
the responsibility to its own citizens—to know who
enters its territory.

The easier we make it to become documented, the
less incentive people will have to cross illegally, and
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“statement that “the wall will also be paid for indi-
rectly by the great new trade deal we have made with
Mexico” was a sad new low for his attempts to save
political face. ;

Since Mexico is clearly not paying, and will never
pay, for the wall, it would have to be built with several
billion dollars worth of public funding.

The wall would be a very blunt instrument for
border control, where more precise tools are needed.
Tunnels already exist under the border, and immi-

Graphic courtesy of Desmond Mantle

domain fails all three tests.

According to Representative Will Hurd (R-Texas),
who opposes the border wall, eminent domain would
affect 1,000 property owners in Texas, resulting in the
cession of as much as 1.1 million acres to Mexico.
Many Texans have built their livelihoods on that land.

Lest you think they might be able to sue the gov-
ernment in court for that damage and stop the wall,
think again. The military version of eminent domain,
which Trump threatened to use as a sort of “nuclear

the more obsolete a border wall would be.

You might ask why I'm writing this now, when the
wall appears dead. I write it because dead ideas can
come back to life in an even more horrifying way than
they arose the first time.

Trumpian nationalism is one of those zombie po-
litical movements, having been mostly dead since
World War II. At the risk of getting another bitter
nationalist as our president, we need to remember the
logical reasons why these policies don’t work.

-~
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LAUSD teacher strike: gains and why Poly students should engage

RACHEL TOKOFSKY
Student contributor

Last week, teachers across Los Angeles left behind
their classrooms for the picket line, striking in support
of smaller class sizes, more school resources and better
pay. The Los Angeles teachers union, United Teach-
ers Los Angeles (UTLA), after months of failed nego-
tiation with the Los Angeles Unified School District
(LAUSD), endured the rainy weather to stand strong at
the picket lines for six days, effectively closing down LA
public schools.

UTLA, a branch of the National Education Associa-
tion (the largest union in the United States), represents
some 30,000 teachers across around 900 public elemen-
tary, middle and high schools throughout the Los Ange-
les area. LAUSD, which is the second largest employer in
Los Angeles County, and the Union have clashed before.

In 1970 and again in 1989, Los Angeles teachers (in-
cluding my dad, aunt and both of my grandmothers)
went on strike demanding better pay, and, although they
were short lived, the protests did result in raises of around
five percent. Thirty years later, today’s strike reflects both
the history of union activism as well as the tension over
spending within the current L.A. School Board, where
the majority of members back charter schools.

This time around, though, it is unclear who the win-
ner is. Teachers, who asked for a 6.5 percent raise, got six
percent in two three percent payments. But they also lost
about three percent of their annual salaries while striking.

They asked for smaller class sizes, and the compro-

mise was a reduction of only about four students per class
over the next three years. They pushed for a cap on char-

ter schools—privately managed public schools—but the

demand was misdirected since charter regulatlons quahﬁr
schools - :

Wlth a newly elected Caltforma ‘governor who esti=
tplus: of $21 Bllhon,the most important

-under state, not city, law. They negotiated for mére.full

time nurses, counselors and librarians and the creation 6f
“-mates a budget su

200 community schools, all of which have potential to be

good for the learning and well-being of students.
As a former LAUSD student myself, I was in full
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support of the teacher strike. Knowing from experience
what it’s like to be in a classroom of 30 or more kids and
to have parents with full-time jobs who relied on having
a school nurse when they could not pick me up, UTLA’s
demands for reducing class sizes and increasing school
staff feel personal to me.

Without a doubt, though, the most successful aspect
of the strike was the community support it generated.
The usually disengaged public came out of the shadows
last week to support their city’s teachers: parents, stu-
dents, community members and teachers filled Grand
Park on Friday afternoon.

Teacher rally in Denver, Colorado, courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Neighbors brought striking - teachers coffee and
opened up their homes to strikers in the rain, and taco
trucks even showed up to feed the crowds. Teachers, after
years of feeling deprived by the district, have been re-en-

ergized by the recognition that they are not alone in their
fight for education. Movlng forward, it'is imperative to

capltahze on that community support ‘and put pressure
on the

Way to support our
prlontlzmg pubhc

s to continue financially
he‘state level. -

/////// ///// /W

distrlct city and sgate. to invest. more in‘our pubhc :

////////////////////////////////// W%,

The district, much to UTLA and the public’s frustra-
tion, can only promise reforms if they have the means to
back them up. Of course, on a city level, there are steps to
be taken, first and foremost electing school board mem-
bers who are focused on our district schools.

For years, charter schools have been diverting money
and higher-income students, who provide much needed
funding, away from district schools. The fight over char-
ters, although UTLA might disagree, is not black and
white.

The district should be trying to understand the as-
pects of charter schools that appeal to parents and stu-
dents. Often times it is their focus on arts or science that
parents feel district schools aren’t providing.

With the pressure from the public demonstrated last
week, there can and should be more municipal ballot
measures to support the arts, sciences and overall devel-
opment of district schools. In the last election, L.A. vot-
ers supported increasing taxes to build more sewers for
capturing rainwater. There was nothing about education
on the ballot.

While I was excited about the community engage-
ment that the strike generated, I was nonetheless disap-
pointed by the seeming lack of interest, or even acknowl-
edgement, that I saw from the Poly community.

Poly students are quick to complain about grades
and block days but are quieter about the advantages our
school provides: going to school everyday and sitting
in classes with 16 other students, having an extremely

_personalized college counselor for every 30 kids (while

the average in LAUSD is 1 to 378) and a school envi-

rorimént where we have the resources that ensure every

“student will graduate.

Going to a private school does not exempt you from

caring about what happens to our public schools. ‘The

e prospenty of our public schools determines the prosper-

ity of our city and all the people who make up our city. I

“encourage Poly students to engage with their local public

school district, which. means supporting teachers when
they strike-and voting with our public schools in mind.
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Activism has lost its hlStOl‘lC Value in the age of social media

By KAREEM ANSARI

Assistant opinion editor

When Rosa Parks, the civil rights activist, refused to
give up her seat to a white man, she was promptly arrested,
fined ten dollars and charged another four for her court
fees, a sum equivalent to 200 dollars today.

A few days after Parks’ arrest, Martin Luther King,
Jr. formed the Montgomery Improvement Association,
which persisted until 1956, when the Montgomery Fed-
eral Court finally ruled that racially segregated buses were
unconstitutional.

The Civil Rights Movement and others like it have
defined what activism is and what it can
achieve. But as our society becomes
more influenced by social media, we
have to question what activism has be-
come today.

Just last week, a nationwide contro-
versy arose when a video clip of a group
of high school students from Kentucky
appearing to mock a Native American
Vietnam War veteran at a Washington
DC rally went viral. The video quickly
‘incited outrage from social media users
across the country. |

However, as different videos of the
incident showing other adults taunting
and insulting the students emerged,
support for the students began to in-
crease. Within just a few days, the story
became a topic of heated discussion across

party lines.

Even the White House commented on the incident
during the government shutdown, perhaps predictably in
support of the aforementioned students, who were wear-
ing “Make America Great Again” hats. In light of MLK
Day, this event is a stark reminder of how superficial our
ideas of activism have become.

King and the activists of his era understood that, in or-
der to achieve real change, organized movements and per-

sistent individuals who are willing to endure the hardships
that come with creating change are necessary. .

The events led by activists like Parks and King were
high-risk attempts at challenging the status quo and ad-
vancing the condition of black people in America. Fur-
thermore, the individuals participating in. the boycotts
themselves deliberately sacrificed their well-being to
achieve their goals. They were true activists who under-
stood that progress comes at a cost.

Today, activism is too often a shallow and slogan-driv-
en endeavor that is used to make people feel better about
their engagement in society. The reality of social media
activism is that it is low-effort and low-gain.

lu‘ s

Graphic courtesy of Kareem Ansari

In the case of the Kentucky high school students, it was
far too easy for Twitter users to either denounce or support
the kids, sometimes in a vitriolic manner. So many people
participate in online activism because nothmgb is lost by
doing so.

It takes a few minutes to write a comment, apply a filter
or like a Facebook page. Often, people have not fully given
thought to what they are supporting and the implications
of the changes they wish to make. Moreover, since getting

strong reactions and likes is the goal of social media activ-
ism, misinformation spreads more easily.

Shocking stories and claims receive attention on social
media, while nuance and moderation are ignored. This
shock value leads to brash comments, one-sided thinking
and ill-spirited debate. But we must ask ourselves what
we are hoping to achieve and what the causes truly mean
to us. ’

That is not to say that support for organizations or
causes on social media is wholly ineffective. Widespread
hashtags for political and social change are in fact effective
at supplementing the work of individuals or institutions.

In the case of the #MeToo movement, social media
helped push forward the cause because it
supported the women who spoke out
about their experiences in Hollywood
and other industries. It gave many
women the space and opportunity to

speak out about traumatic incidents
they faced.

However, the movement really
depended on the women who risked
and sometimes sacrificed their careers
and reputations to expose powerful
executives abusing their privileges.
Social media played a supportive but
not unique role in amplifying the
woman’s voices.

As we look to engage in society
and make a positive impact on our

communities, we should remember

what true activism looks like. It is not
knee-jerk reactions, Twitter storms or uninformed out-
rage.

Rather, activism today should involve support for orga-
nizations that build true consensus and coalitions. Activ-
ism should involve the thoughtful use of all the tools that
social media affords us. Activism today may require us to
listen and talk to others who disagree with us. Most im-
portantly, we should constantly remind ourselves that true
activism will require us to sacrifice and persist.

1



Poly needs to stop drowning out conservative opinions

By ALICIA ZHANG
Staff writer

At Poly, we pride ourselves on independent think-
ing and fostering inclusion. In-class discussions expand
on the curriculum, and students often ask questions
that challenge others’ views. However, even though our
teachers attempt to promote diversity of thought with-
in the classroom, our school has a culture of political
homogeneity.

As somewhat of a centrist torn on politics, I have
found that students at Poly, including myself at times,
tend to be closed-minded about certain beliefs.

We sarcastically comment about parties or people
with whom we do not agree in order to distance our-
selves from them. Memes that mock the right-wing are
texted to group chats and directly messaged to peers.
Some dismiss our forty-fifth president as a “Cheeto
Puff” or “potato.” Such ad hominem attacks, while ef-
fective at channeling emotion, are not as useful in mak-
ing a point.

Essentially, it’s easier to blame, make fun of or ignore
the opposition than it is to listen to the minority. Here
at Poly, that political minority consists of |
those who subscribe to conservative be- %
liefs. '

Humans are creatures of habit. We would
much rather converse about abortion or
immigration or freedom of speech with
people with whom we agree than with oth-
ers who may challenge—or even change—
our opinions. After all, why seek out an
opposing argument when we can just
gather a group of people who share the
same ideas?

Our fear of being seen as indecisive
discourages debate and conversation. But
discourse is vital. Without it, how can one
learn?

Politics is a way for us to express our
personal morals and thoughts concerning
our nation. Maybe, if we talk with one an-
other instead of bad-mouthing and gen-
eralizing the “other side,” we can further
our knowledge.

Poly’s ideological monolithism dis-

courages free thought. There will always be a majority
and a minority of something. That will never change.

Where we can develop as a community is in ac-
knowledging that other people may disagree with
something we've said. Instead of tuning that voice out,
we should listen.

My experience with politics at Poly began when I
was first asked about my political alignment. It would
have been easy—almost too easy—to throw my hands
up in the air and call myself a Democrat because that is
the party with which most Poly students identify.

I would have been comfortable calling myself a
Democrat because I knew I would have others support-
ing me. I knew I would not have to defend myself and
my beliefs as steadfastly as conservatives do when they
are criticized and attacked over and over again.

Last year, students at Poly took part in the nation-
wide walkout after the Parkland shooting. I chose not
to participate due to the fuzzy reasoning behind it:
some students claimed to walk out in order to honor
the lives of those who died; others said that they

were advocating for
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harsher gun laws and more restrictions on firearms.

In my eyes, the walkout seemed like more of a pro-
test than a memorial—a protest for legislation in which
I do not believe. However, more than four-fifths of the
class I was in at the time of the walkout, including the
teacher, left.

After the walkout, I was asked by my peers why I,
along with others, had stayed behind. I had to defend
my stance on gun control while others who walked out
gave unclear reasons as to why they had.

Participating in the walkout was the default. I am
sure that at least a few students who walked out had left
solely because the majority did. Instead of the walkout
being a choice, it had become an obligation. I could ei-
ther walk out or stay in the classroom and be labeled by
my peers as pro-gun violence.

Our ominous yet navigable plight stems from the
echoing nature of Poly’s political atmosphere. When
people in the majority consistently repeat each other’s

points, we reduce the possibility of contrasting
perspectives.

Those with opposing viewpoints are not only
ignored but also shamed and shunted into
stereotypes, discouraging others from ex-
ploring those minority opinions. Over and
over we hear name-calling from both sides:
“bigot,” “snowflake,” “heartless individual.”

In our world, politics has become more
polarized than ever, like a baseball game
between the Yankees and the Red Sox, two
notorious long-time rivals. Both teams’fans
boo the others, focusing more on emotion-
al grappling than the playing field below.

Let’s keep the rooting to sports. I en-
courage you all to do a bit more research
on the “other side” and stop generalizing
people or beliefs. Politics isn't a two-sided
issue: it’s a world of different people who,
as a function of their distinct personal ex-
periences, subscribe to diverging thoughts
on any number of topics :

In order to correct our school’s political
redundancies, let’s reject party-affiliated
stereotypes and imbue our dialogues with
acknowledgement, so we can listen to what
others have to say.
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How the communities we belong to shape who we are

By MICHAEL DESCHENES

Opinion editor

In my life, I have enjoyed the immense privilege of hav-
ing people and structures that have cleared the path on which
I now walk. The immense freedom they have afforded me,
however, has not made me a wholly independent citizen.

All humans begin life entirely reliant on another being. It
seems to me that this reliance does not fade during maturation
but is rather transmuted by the world and itself into innumer-
able other forms of support. I am no exception to this process.

I rely on my family to both emotionally and physically
guide me through life, receive my love and radiate it back, nur-
ture my investment in the world around me, help me in my
journey of becoming a young man and provide for me the
things I could not otherwise obtain.

I rely on my closest friends to pick me up when I am down,
remagnetize my moral compass when the needle wavers,
laugh with me, let me know my outfit isn’t up to par and steer
me back down if T ever fly too close to the sun.

I rely on my fellow staff members on this newspaper to act
as a focus group for my ideas, temper my ideological discon-
tentment and point out blunders as they inevitably infiltrate
my prose.

I rely on the members of my basketball team to catch me
on bad days and keep me up on good ones, push me to my
limit as I push them to theirs, put in the necessary work to
reach our goals and share their relative expertise in areas where
I'am behind.

I rely on my school to build the foundation for my future
academic and social lives, force me to reconsider my assump-
tions and presuppositions, inform my decisions and perspec-
tives and facilitate—not architect—my growth. -

I rely on my city, Los Angeles, to bring the world to my

backyard; document history as it passes; filter that narrative
and tuck it away in parks, museums, coffee shops, neighbor-
hoods; harbor people from the world over; and put up a home
for those who need it most.

I rely on the world to moderate those dealing in excess, do
right for those who have been wronged, show me the great
expanse, keep in check wreckless human expansion and be
generous with what it bears: complexity, grandeur and life.

The idea of community is an odd thing. Some insist on
individualism as an accurate, and some-
times the only, framework for humanity. In
considering my dependence on the various
communities of which I am a part, I imagine
I would quickly find myself lost without the
people and institutions surrounding me.

Our school, Poly, is a prime example of this \‘._. J

sort of community. I do not believe very many

of us students have earned the money to pay our
tuition or even the unquestionable right to attend. et
Similarly, we have not created the wealth that has =
allowed this school to exist, built these walls or
maintained the school since its establishment.

‘We have not driven ourselves to school everyday, picked up
the trash that we are so confoundingly hesitant to place in the
conveniently marked bins or groomed Arden lawn for
lunch-goers and study breaks.

And yet, we all find ourselves here. Our presence is
not because of some individual instinct but because of an in-
conceivably long chain of events to which only the cosmos
has borne witness. Our behavior within this community is
also largely a product of circumstance.

During the fall season, when I do not play a sport, I return
home immediately after school and begin homework before
some of my peers have even begun to head home. Before at-

tending Poly, I went to after-school programs for math, stud-
ied cello under a remarkably knowledgeable instructor and
studied at a wonderful elementary school in Boston, all expe-
riences that have surely affected who I am today.

So what motivates people to deny the fundamental nature
of community in their lives? Perhaps steely, pull-yourself-up-
by-the-bootstraps determination, a legitimate belief in the
separation of humans from one another or a repudiation of
any sort of communal aid drives people to negate the role of
community in their lives.

But to me, a subscription to individualism turns a blind

eye to all forms of community and, consequently, threatens to

intoxicate people with the notion that personal achieve-
ment can somehow be separated from community.

In my life, nearly the opposite has been true: my com-
munity has produced what I am today and probably will
continue to do the same. All I can hope to do is to give
back. Graphic courtesy of Michael Deschenes




Toeing the line: when does protecting ourselves strengthen rape culture?

By EMMA WENNBERG
Copy Editor

A few months ago, I was lying in bed and scrolling
through Instagram when an ad appeared on my feed for
Flare Jewelry. “A bracelet with a secret button to get you
out of any sitch,” the post read, stylized to catch the at-
tention of any Millenial or Gen-Z'er with its minimalist
cutesiness, soft pink and all. Like a good new-age con-
sumer, I succumbed to the algorithm, clicked on the post
and proceeded to read its website. On the surface, the
Flare bracelet seemed like a good idea: a normal-looking
silver bracelet with a button on the side that will send a
fake call to your phone.

But something about this product felt different from
similar products that have popped up in the news inter-
mittently over the past few years: nail polish that will de-
tect roofies in a drink, apps that will track your location
while walking home. Those products were designed for
situations much more sinister, when perpetrators are ac-
tively seeking to assault others.

By contrast, Flare provides an out for a familiar situ-
ation for most women: you're at a party or bar, talking to
a guy that doesn’t want to leave you alone — not even
aggressive, just persistent, and maybe a little creepy. With
Flare, if you're uncomfortable, you can press the little but-
ton and your phone will ring, providing a perfect white
lie: “Sorry, my mom wants to talk to me,” or “my friend
needs me.” Roofie-detectors or safeguards from strang-
ers on your walk home seems
to ward against a threat of vio-
lence that’s nearly impossible to
change through an interpersonal
interaction. Flare, however, pro-
tects women against their peers,
acquaintances and friends.

At a certain point, people
who go so far as to roofie drinks
to rape women will continue to
do so regardless of social norms.

Your Way Out™

Flare ts your escape button to get out
of ony owkword situotion.

. taking

The uneasiness and inklings of fear posed by creepy men
in bars, however, are not inevitable but stem from the cul-
ture we live in. Men are taught that women exist for their
pleasure, and this idea leads to negative male reactions
when women reject them. Hence, Flare seeks to circum-
vent those rejections.

Rather than teaching men to learn how to take “no” for
an answer, with Flare, we can continue to conduct our-
selves in a way that makes men feel more comfortable,
less rejected. With this device, we :

are con- inuing to
walk on eggshells
as we re- > ject  the
advances of men: its
like giving a fake number,
but more ex- treme. It’s a white
lie we plan ahead of time to give.

I want to be _ careful here because
women deserve _to feel safe and take

gadget that might
do so. But at a
we have to stop
onus for men’s
and  using

advantage of any
allow them to }
certain point,

the
feelings,

No One Xnows

Our tech is hidden inside jewelry. it is super subtie

50 no one has ta know when you are wearing it or

when you use it. No need to moke o scene or foke
polite, just exit grasefutly.

When someone s giving you welrd
vibes, don't stick around or fet it rain

interruptions ond get back to doing

devices like Flare does nothing to change rape culture.
The concept of this bracelet is predicated on the idea
that women rejecting men will put us in danger, forget-
ting that if women never communicate their wishes as-
sertively, men will continue to be upset when they do
encounter a rejection. We all need to learn to have more
honest and respectful conversations about dating and in-
timacy, and Flare prevents this necessary communication.

Furthermore, not everyone can own a Flare. While
the price is not yet listed on the website (the product is
still in development phase), it will likely not be cheap and
so will be out of reach for many women.

One testimonial on Flare’s website showcases the
problem with this marketplace pretty perfectly: “When
I get unwanted attention from guys I don’t want to rock
the boat or be rude. But that means I get trapped a lot.
This has changed my life,” says Kaila, age 22.

As women, we need to start rocking the boat or be
okay with the idea that rejecting someone isn't rocking
the boat in the first place. Let’s start telling ourselves
that we are entitled to reject the advances of men and
that men are not entitled to our bodies. Men will never
learn to be okay with rejection if we resort to white lies
every time we wish to let someone know that we’re not
interested. Women using Flare actually perpetuates rape
culture: it implies that women are responsible for plan-
ning each part of any possible interaction with men so
that we are safe, rather than teaching men to listen and
communicate respectfully with us.

Flare says something powerful
and profoundly sad about the soci-
ety in which we live today — that
women feel so uncomfortable in
public spaces and so scared of the
need to tell a man “no” that we
fashion intricate escape routes far
ahead of time. I long for a world
in which this is not the case, so
let’s start practicing that “no”in the
mirror.

Good Vibes Only

your night. interrupt your

you.

Images courtesy of the Flare website. Bottom image is marketing material listed on the site’s front page.
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The private space industry is creating great opportunities

By GIANNI NOTARO
Staff writer

Space science technology has advanced relentlessly
since the organization of the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA) and the advent of the
Space Age in the late 1950s, but only recently have en-
gineers and businesspeople realized the profit potential
of this new industry and formed companies focused on
space travel.

NASA was established in 1958, three years before
President Kennedy’s famous goal of “landing a man on
the moon and returning him safely to Earth within a de-
cade.” Now, over half a century later,
private companies are step-
ping in and helping
to propel the space
industry for-

ward.
Elon Musk and his company SpaceX made headlines
on April 8, 2017 after successfully landing a reusable
_rocket on a barge after delivering 7,000 tons of supplies
to the International Space Station for NASA. This was
an unprecedented achievement that stream-
lined the rocket launch and recovery
process enormously. SpaceX is hugely
important because of its low oper-
ating cost compared to that _
of NASA. .-
: Jeff Bezos, the = i
richest man in the world and
CEO of Blue Origin, another
company that develops rocket bodies and engines, is cur-
rently contracting with the government for things like
satellite installation. The entry of billionaires into the
field of space science indicates how lucrative this industry
can be for relatively new companies. The obvious impact
Bezos and Musk have had illustrate why people need to °
pdy more attention to private space travel, and some are
certainly starting to do so. :

The influx of huge sums of money into the space in-
dustry has sparked competition between the various com-
panies vying for the government contracts that keep these
businesses afloat. Traditional aerospace companies like
Boeing, Lockheed Martin and Northrop Grumman have
dominated the market for years. But these companies oc-
cupy distinct parts of the industry, opening up other areas
of the field to less traditional companies.
jack Prater, the Upper School math chair here

at Poly, was an engineer at the Jet Propulsion

t Laboratory (JPL) for almost 20 years. He

.+ worked on numerous: projects during his tenure at JPL,

including several antennas onboard the rover, Curiosity,

‘which is currently exploring Mars. : ,
.+ ‘With regards to the industry, VIr. Prater said, “We can

do things we wanted to in the past but never could be-;
cause of the technology. There aren’t many new ideas, but
old ones have become more viable because development
of technology over the years.”

For instance, just last week, SpaceX announced the

construction of a Big Falcon Rocket in Texas using

stainless steel instead of carbon composite. Mr. Prater
explained that older rockets used stainless steel, but the
computer modeling wasnt advanced enough to deter-
mine the correct ratio between the thickness and weight
of the steel. With new advanced computer modeling, old
ideas are being revisited as the space industry marches on,
now headed both by private companies and government
organizations.

Recent space exploration— + and the emergence
of the new companies that came  with it—have also
created more job opportunities in an expanding field. Ac-
cording to Deloitte consultant Jeff Mathews, the av-

erage age of a given person in the space industry
is growing older. Yet this age gap may

be changing: the private sector

\ of the space industry draws
heavily from engineers

~ straight out of college

because it needs fresh
ideas and techniques to
push the industry forward
through the different challenges it
faces. ,
Despite the demand, there is still
a relative lack of aerospace engineering
. graduates. In the 2016-2017 academic year,
~.the American Society for Engineering Education
reports that a total of 124,477 engineering bachelor’s de-

Graphic courtesy of Josephine Woodruff” grees were obtained by college students across all Ameri-

can universities. Of those, only about 4,000 degrees were
in, aerospace engineering, meaning that there is room in

- the workforce for these ever-expanding companies.

As Poly students, many of us have either forgotten our

.childhood interest in becoming an astronaut or recently
_.been intrigued by this developing industry. The private
. sector for space exploration is experiencing growing pains

as it matures, meaning you or one of your peers could be

critical.Poly graduates who do go on to work in or lead

this, industry must not forget their parents’ assurances
that, they can achieve anything. Now, even the sky is not
the limit.



After defeating rival Flintridge Prep, boys basketball to make a CIF showing

By ANDREW DESCHENES
Staff writer
‘The boys basketball program is

currently in a transition year after losing
four key seniors, three of whom were post
players. Although the loss impacts the
amount of leaders and forwards, players
have stepped up into leadership roles. The
team has adapted to a guard-focused, fast
playing, 3-point shooting style of play in
order to make up for their lack of size.
So far, the team has been successful in
this transition as they are 14-4 outside of
league and 4-4 in league games, achieving
an overall record of 18-8.

The leaders for the team have been
junior co-captain Nicholas Richard-
Craven and senior co-captain Nicholas
L

'The two guards lead on the court with
their sharpshooting and play-making
abilities.

Outside of games, Richard-Craven
and Tu work hard to improve and lead
by example, which is critical with an

inexperienced team.

‘The skill that sets Poly’s team apart is
their ability to shoot. As a team full of
guards, Poly must heavily rely on their
ability to consistently sink outside shots. So

far, they have not disappointed. The team
boasts a wide range of skilled shooters who
have performed at a high level this season,
and the numbers back it up. Poly had three
consecutive wins in the Huntington Park
tournament
in which they
shot over forty
percent  from
the three-
point line. For
reference, - that
is five percent
better than the
NBA  average.
The  Panthers
went on to win
the tournament
Also important
to the Panthers’
development
this season is the
addition of two
freshmen, Jack
Williamson

. Junior Nicholas Richard-Craven goes up strong over the defense. and Trevor Shin.

Having played together with the Gabriel
Valley Basketball Club since second grade,
Williamson and Shin have developed
chemistry together as well as individual
skills off the Poly court, allowing them
to seamlessly transition into high school
basketball. :

Richard-Craven praised their play in a
recent Flintridge Prep match, saying, “Our
two freshmen played very well in our last
game. It’s a big stage, which made it even
more impressive.”

This season, however, hasn’t been free
from struggles. At one point in the team’s
season, they lost four games in a row.

Head coach Brad Hall commented on
how to come back from a rut and gain the
edge in upcoming games, saying, “We just
worry about ourselves and work hard to
get better every day. Sometimes you play
good teams, and youre not going to beat
every team you play.”

As league play has ended, the Panthers
hard work paid off as they will have
already played their first CIF playoff game.
this past Wednesday.
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Senior leadership leads fencing to success

By MARC PANOSSIAN

Assistant sports editor

With the end of the winter season
near, the Panthers have one final
tournament left to prove themselves as
a legitimate and competitive fencing
team.

Senior Ian Kim said, “Right now
we are getting ready for our final
tournament with more conditioning
and drills, as well as more bouting
(fencing).” : _

After a full season of play, the
Panthers currently have two rated
fencers for the United States Fencing
Association  (USFA). Sophomore
Rufus Marcussen is currently rated as
E18 in foil and senior Ian Kim is rated
as E18 in saber—the rankings go from
“E”to “A.” These two fencers compete
in different events due to the weapons
they use.

A key component to the Panthers’
success this season has come from the
leadership of the upperclassmen. Kim
said, “Majid Bhatti and Desmond
Mantle have been instrumental in
teaching the underclassmen patience
as well as perseverence through each
and every match. To add, they are

friendly and helpful with those who
struggle—they contribute a lot to the
team in those ways.” :

Unfortunately, however, the
most recent tournament was not as
promising as the team had hoped.
“It was a high difficulty tournament
because there were many USFA-rated
fencers. None of us performed quite
aswell as we had wished for since
the competition. was immensely
difficult. Some of our competitors
came in from other states, including
Arizona,” Kim recalled.

With only one tournament left for
the Panthers, their season soon comes
to an end. Many seniors will be dearly
missed as they have been pillars of the

team’s success for the last four years,

but they understand that they must put

all their effort into their matches in

the Team Foil Challenge at Gryphon

High School.

Senior Desmond Mantle said,

“As a seven-season fencer, I've really

shaped my high school experience

around the team. It’s helped me form ‘

amazing friendships and develop
myself personally. I'll really miss the
Poly fencing team, but I am incredibly
thankful for the wonderful memories.’

START/PAUSE
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Girls basketball finishes league play with four consecutive victories

By BECKETT NEWTON
Staff writer

Though they advanced to CIF
semifinals last year, Poly’s girls varsity
basketball team has struggled to
maintain the same momentum this
season.

Having only eight players on the
roster has presented many challenges,
with perhaps the most significant
being that the girls have to play for

much longer periods of time than-

they are used to. With very few subs
on the bench, there are not many
opportunities for them to take breaks
during games.

Freshman Taryn Chadwick said,
“Having only two subs for most of
the season has been difficult. Players

rarely get to come off the court to
catch their breath, so playing full
games can be challenging. Other
teams we have played have 5 or more
subs, so their players are not as tired.”

Although the team’s small number
has posed a challenge at times, it has
also created an extremely supportive
environment, with close connections
among teammates.

Junior Keara Caragher said, “We
are a very close team, and we get along
really well, so our team chemistry is
great. We're also an unselfish team, so
passing the ball and finding the open
player works well for us.”

In a recent game against rival
Flintridge Prep, the Panthers fell to
the Rebels with a final score of 50-
31. Ultimately, the team attributes

the loss to their offensive game.
Caragher said, “I believe we were able
to shut down their offense; however,
our shots weren’t falling, and we
weren’t grabbing as many offensive
rebounds as we could have. The Prep
team is really fast, so their ability to
grab our missed shots and run down
the court on fastbreaks allowed them
to pull away.”

Another blow to the Panthers’
already-short roster came when the
Panthers faced Providence, a new
addition to the Prep League. Junior
Shannon Dilbeck, who had just come
back from a concussion she suffered
before the winter season began, re-
dislocated the shoulder she injured
last year, forcing the Panthers to have
to play the rest of their season with

just seven players.

Given the small team, it has been
crucial that all players be flexible
and willing to make adjustments
when necessary. The juniors and
sophomores of the team have
particularly impressed, stepping up to
fill leadership roles on the team.

Head coach Kim Weber said, “I've
asked a lot out of them. They’ve had
to mature, so to speak, more quickly
than other programs could ask of
their sophomores and juniors.”

To finish Prep League play, the
girls team downed Rio Hondo,
Mayfield twice and Westridge. Their
strong last four games gave them the
boost they needed to make the cut to
return to CIF playoffs, with hopes to
replicate last year’s run.
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JV: an alternative experience

By THOMAS MCCONNELL
Sports editor

“IV sports: the pinnacle of athletic suc-
cess”. This was the much-quoted motto of
the 2017-2018 JV Boys Soccer team. While
many student athletes strive to compete at the
varsity level, for some, this is not a possibility.
Many other athletes aim simply to fulfill their
sports credit requirement, and others want to
play sports to have a good time or get exercise
while avoiding the significant time and en-
ergy commitment required of varsity sports.
Regardless of motivation, JV sports serve as a,
haven for all student athletes not looking for
a varsity experience but still seeking competi-
tion and camaraderie.

Although the original purpose of JV pro-
grams was to provide a space for underclass-
men not yet ready to play for varsity to de-
velop, JV also offers upperclassmen a space to
have a fun season with far less pressure and

time commitment and than that of a varsity
team.

As a freshman on the JV football team,
I was able to gain valuable experience play-
ing football at the high school level, with-
out having to go against kids three years
my superior and, at the time, what seemed
like four times my size. As a junior on the
JV basketball team this year, I saw the other
side of the JV experience. Now being one of
the upperclassmen who had once intimidat-
ed me as a freshman, I was able to have a
fun and competitive season, without having
to worry about being on the varsity team,
where I would have been one of the worst
players and most likely would not have seen
the court much.

We wanted to highlight the importance
of JV sports in the Poly sports community,
so we've included quotes from five different
players from some of this year’s JV teams, as
well as pictures from each team’s season.

Graphic courtesy of Jojo Woodruff

Girl JV Soccer

Senior Rory Xanders goes for a fifty-fifty ball against Mayfield Senior School.
Freshman Eleanor Veitch: “My favorite part about JV soccer was definite-
ly the laid back atmosphere of the team. We definitely had some skilled

players and were a competitive team, but we still had a lot of fun and didn’t
take ourselves too seriously.”

Boys JV Soccer

The Panthers celebrate scoring a oal against Salesian High School.

Junior Harry Foy: “I play JV because I love the game and being on the
field. I like winning but not being too competitive, like on varsity. On JV,
you don’t have to worry about messing up and losing playing time because
everyone gets to play regardless of skill.”

Girls JV Basketball

S
Freshman Sarah Burke takes the ball up the court against Flintridge Prep.

Junior Olivia Jessner: “Though we never found success in the traditional manner by
winning any games, we took our losses lightly and found ways to be happy with how
we improved. From the beggining of the season to the end our growth was tremen-
dous and maybe next year the JV girls basketball team will get one or two wins.”

”Fresbn‘ian.Cor;nac Mdrrdn snags a rebound against Buckley High School.

Boys JV Basketball

Junior Henry D’Amico: I think the good part of being on JV is just having fun with
it. As an upperclassmen who will probably never play competitive basketball again, I
appreciated the opportunity to play a game that I have always enjoyed. Also, being
able to get to know some underclassmen that I wouldn’t know otherwise was cool.”

Girls JV Water Polo

Sophomore Lena Oldfield drives by a Westridge defender.
Sophomore Lena Oldfield: “We had a really weird JV water polo season because
we didn’t have a full roster, but I personally prefer playing JV sports because the
practices and games are usually less stressful and more laid back. It’s really fun be-
cause we still practice with varsity, so we all bonded— the varsity and JV teams.”
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Girls soccer enters first round of CIF; boys play wild card game

By ANNA MCCONNELL
Staff writer

After a 7-1 loss against Flintridge Prep
and a 2-2 tie against Mayfield, the Poly girls
varsity soccer team has rebounded with three
decisive victories against Westridge, Chad-
wick and Providence. The team defeated
Westridge 2-1, Chadwick 7-0 and Provi-
dence 7-0, bringing their league record to
6-1-1 and overall record to 10-3-2.

In the recent game against rival Flintridge
Prep, the Panthers, despite losing 7-1,ended
the first half of play down only 1-0.
This high level of play continued
during the first ten minutes of
the second half, which ended
with the Panthers down
just 2-1. However, the
Panthers struggled to
keep up with Preps
skilled offense as the
game went on, giving
up five more goals by
the end.

While the game
ended as a blowout,
given the talent of the
Prep team, the Pan-
ther’s ability to compete
with the Rebels to some
extent bodes well for the
rest of the season. This
year, Prep’s varsity soc-
cer team is extremely

skilled, holding

but I think we had a chance if we had played
the second half like we played the first one.”
The team’s recent struggles can also be
attributed to, in part, the heavy rain and two
week winter break that came just before both
games.
Head coach Pat Gray said, “Be-
cause this rain has lasted as
long as it has as well as the
two week winter break,
we havent had much
time to practice on the
field, so we’re a little
bit out of rhythm. The
biggest thing we are
working on now is
continuing to con-
nect on the field and
get back into our

thythm.”

Inmid-
Decem-
ber, the team
also  suffered
the loss of junior
outside defender
Regan Gray dur-
ing a home game. Gray
tore her ACL, a severe
injury to the knee, taking her out
for the rest of the season. With Gray
out, the team’s depth and versatility
have helped them fill the void left in
the defense. :
Freshman Ella Wu-Ancipink said,

an impressive
20-0-1 over- “Regan was an important part of our de-
all  record. fense, and we really relied on her
They are also speed and strength down
ranked 18th Pl oy the side to help stop
in .California, : Poly Communications the other teams
44th nation- offense. It was a
ally and first in tough adjustment
CIF Division II. having her gone, but
Freshman Ella McDon- we are all working hard
ald said, “In the first half, we all were playing to fill in the hole she left”.

hard, connecting passes well. We were defi-
nitely playing to the Rebels’level, but then in
the second half, we started to lose momentum
as Prep started to play harder, and we just kind
of fell apart after that. Prep was a good team,

Despite losing to Flintridge Prep twice,
the girls maintained their second place rank-
ing in the Prep League.

"This past Wednesdsay, the Panthers played
their first CIF game.

By THOMAS MCCONNELL
Sports editor

Panthers.

Heading into their last three league
games, the varsity boys’ soccer team
was unsure if they would qualify for
CIF playoffs.

After a 2-0 loss to rival Flintridge
Prep in a rare under-the-lights night
game, the Panthers needed a strong
finish to qualify for playoffs for the
first time since the 2015-2016
season.

After a dominant
4-1 win against
Providence,
the Pan-

thers Photo courtesy of

went Poly Communication.
it

their

last game

of the season against

Chadwick needing a
win or a tie to qualify. In
a close game, the Pan-
thers tied the Dolphins
0-0, giving the program
its first playoff berth in
three years.

Along with being the
program’s first playoff ap-
pearance in three years,
this year is also first-
year head coach Dan
Sheridan’s first playoff
showing at Poly, an im-
pressive feat in his first
season coaching the

The Panthers fin-
ished 10-6-3 overall
and 3-2-1- 11 Prep
League play.

However, while the
team did finish the season with a

playoff bid, as with any team with a

new coach, it took some time for the
players and coach to acclimate to each
other. At the end of the Panthers’ first
five games, they were 2-3—a playoff
showing did not seem likely.

This year’s squad is also one of the
best Poly has had in years. The team,
despite losing two-time captain and
defensive star Evan Hayes, who decid-
ed to focus on training for cross coun-
try, has a strong core
b of upperclass-
L men, backed by
- underclassmen
such as sopho-
more  Connor
Boyle, who is

starting on the
varsity squad for the
second year in a row.
~ Junior Josh Ca-
lichman, who has
started on varsity

since his freshman
year, said, “We have
good players across
the board this year.
L Our seniors, our juniors,
L our- sophomores and
our freshmen all have
brought  something

to the table, which
B, hasn’t been the case
in the past. Com-
ing into the sea-
son, we knew we
had good players, and
} we were hoping that
would translate into
winning games.”

However, it has tak-
en more than just talent
for the team to succeed.
Calichman added, “This
year, everyone was close and
the atmosphere was great. Not
only did we play well together, but
k. we are all compatible with each
b other off the field as well, which
helped us form bonds that are
impossible to form just through
soccer. This chemistry combined with
our skill on the field helped us a lot
this season.”

The boys played Lighthouse Chris-
tian at home in a Divison VI wildcard
game this past Tuesday.
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Girls water polo seeded third in Divison IV after falling in recent tournament

By BECKETT NEWTON
Staff writer

The girls water polo team started their

season nothing short of perfect, winning’

all of their first seventeen games, before
dropping their next 4 games. The 17-win
start, however, was the team’s best start in
over a decade. The girls’ dominating sea-
son includes an immaculate 11-0 record
in league, with wins against Flintridge
Prep, Westridge and Brentwood as' they
outscored their opponents 54-13 over the
three games.

After having their season cut short in
the first round of the CIF playoffs last

year, the team is determined to end this

season with a different outcome. Despite
losing three seniors, including captains
Kate McInerny and Natalie Clark, junior
and leading goal-scorer Talie Wilmans
says the transition into this season has
been positive. :

“We’re a lot more focused on CIF and
our captains are doing a great job of ensur-
ing that our team is close and that we are
getting better as a whole instead of players
improving individually,” said Wilmans.

This dynamic of team chemistry along

with the players'hard work and dedication

are the driving forces behind the team’s
success.

“I think the fact that our team is very
close helps us play very coherently,” Wil-

“mans added.

Alongside team chemistry, the team's
level of focus in the pool as CIF approach-
es has been vital to their success.

Sophomore Caroline “Boo” Kelleher

Sopb’omofeg’a'alie Liguren Kidman; in'her -first year on Poly’s varsity team,

said, “In practice we're implementing new
plays, building our defense and improving
fundamentally.”

Kelleher is a part of a talented group of
underclassmen that also includes sopho-
mores Audrey Kim, Katie Hoffman, Lau-
ren Kidman and Sarah Ryan. Last year,
Kelleher finished with 57 ‘goals scored,
second to only Wilmans, who scored 134.

reaches to save a ball: -

Both Wilmans and Kelleher were signifi-
cant contributors to last year’s goal total of
370, a number this year’s team is on track
to surpass by nearly one hundred. This
year, the play from the underclassman has
softened the impact of losing three seniors
and has given the upperclassman the nec-

" essary support for the incredible run the

team is enjoying.

In terms of CIF, every member of the
team experienced last year’s loss and un-
derstands what is needed to move past the
first round and make a serious push to the
finals. However before they officially move
onto CIF, the girls must first win league.

While the team qualified for CIF
ranked third in Division IV, the Panthers
struggled in the recent Los Altos tourna-
ment. The girls lost all four matches, large-
ly because of the absence of Wilmans and
Kim. Additionally, senior Lily Maechling
missed the majority of the games due to
an injury. While two of the teams they lost
to are in higher divisions, they also lost to
Downey High School, who is also in CIF
Division IV and whom they may face
again in CIF. :

This past Tuesday, the Panthers played
their first CIF match against Rancho Cu-

" camonga.
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Athlete of the Issue
Alec Walsh

Senior Alec Walsh |

and leadership, wh

has consistently shown his athleticism
ether it be on Poly’s varsity water polo or
VArsity soccer teams.

Walshs varsity career for the Panthers started when he was
a freshman—his clear talent earned him a starting spot among
a team of pum arily up}krdnwmm Obviously, W falshs ski ll
didn't come from just anywhere. His passion for the game be-
gan vears before sports were given even an nkling of focus in
most children's minds.

Starting with an AYSO team at the age of three, Walsh
learned the basics of the came and soon fell in love with it. Just
five vears later, he joined an extremely competitive club team
where he continued to develop his game.

Walsh’s varsity soccer career began his freshman year where
he faced opponents that were often two or even three years his
senior. Nonetheless, he managed to start in every single game
that season and in every game since. Walsh has also proven his
versatility by plaving as both a right back on defense and a cen-
ter midfielder, the latter of which is his current position on the
Panthers squad.

This season, Walsh has been a key contributor in many of

Poly's matchups, helping them to their 4-3-1 league record.

Im or Renzo Soatto said, “He gets to practice early and
leaves practice late. If vou cant find him on campus, its pmb~
ably because hes xh\mrm" ‘This incredible work ethic creates
an absolute rock in our midfield, unrivaled by anyone in recent
historv. Surely, Alec is one of the most dedicated and consistent
plavers Poly soccer has ever seen.’

As a senior this vear, Poly's soccer team looks to him for
leadership. While the Panthers don't have assigned captains for
the saccer team, the upperclassmen are n mlmll\ seen as leaders,
a role which Walsh has done an excellent job of filling.

- Kvlie Kishi
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Athlete of the Issue

Simone Robinson

Senior Simone Robinson's ability to control the de-
fensive side has made her a key player on Poly’s varsity
soceer team for four years. Her dominance and poise have
helped the team succeed through all her seasons of play.

Robinson has become a reliable teammate and incred-
ible friend to all of her teammates. Junior Regan Gray
said, “I've learned so much and had so much fun playing
with Simone for the past three years. Simone is a strong
and extremely reliable teammate on and off the field. She
has really stepped up as a leader for the team this sea-
son and has become someone the entire team can always
count on.”

As Robinson demonstrates her admirable control
and movement of the ball, she embodies the definition
of a captain, encouraging underclassmen as their play
develops. She brightens everyone's day at practice, and
her quick decision-making and calculated passes during
games prove that she leads by example.

Head coach Patrick Gray commented, “It has been
such a jov to watch Simone grow over the past four years.
Her jo

now being one of the key

ey from a more quiet member of the team to
leaders both on and off the
field has been truly amazing. Simone is one of our most
c\pu iericed and best dcfcndux with a nice combination

speed, toughness and intelligence.”

R »binson is an impacttul pla\u, a natural leader and
a supportive teammate. Her growth over her four vears
has made her a confident, approachable senior, and this
growth has not gone unnoticed by her coaches and team-
mates.

As the Panthers head toward the end of the season, the
team will rely on Robinson's character and talent to lead

them to another playoft berth.

e

- Luisa Breen
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Points for freshman
Jack Williamson against

Fillmore

Number of blocks by
Keara Caragher against
Mayfield Senior

Varsity boys basketball defeats rival Flintridge Prep with a score of 55-40.




