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COD'S WORD IS OUR CREAT HERITAGE

The Word of Cod was the great heritage of the early sett lers in

Trai l l  County. l t  had guided them safely in their Christ ian trek and had

provided l ight for their path. As they buil t  new homes in a new land a

century ago, a foremost concern was the establishment of a ministry of

Word and Sacrament among themselves. This they did as they gathered

into Christ ian congregations and called faithful pastors to serve them.

This l i t t le history provides a testimony to Codrs grace and a tr ibute

to His people in this place who struggled through good and bad years to

remain faithful to His Word. Thev heard the voice of our oracious Father

through the prophet I saiah:

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven.
and do not return to i t  without watering the earth
and  mak ing  i t  bud  and  f l ou r i sh ,
so that i t  yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,
so is my Word that goes out from my mouth:
i t  wil l  not return to me empty,
but wil l  accomolish what I desire
and achieve the purpose for which I sent i t .

The faith of the pioneers was not misdirected, The l ist of souls

brought into the Kingdom through Holy Baptism, of Confirmations and

vleddings, and of burials of saints, bear witness to the working of the

Holy Spir i t  through Word and Sac€ment to create and sustain trust in

Christ alone for forgiveness, I i fe and salvation.

Thanks be to Cod for His indescribable gift !  May His grace continue

to be upon us in the years ahead as we str ive to carry out our Lord's

Creat Commission, bringing the.Cospel to those near ahd those far away.

Cod's Word is our great heritage
And shall  be ours forever;
To spread its l ight from age to age
Shall be our chief endeavor.
Through l i fe i t  guides our way,
In  dea th  i t  i s  ou r  s tay .
Lord, grant, while worlds endure,
We keep its teachings pure
Throughout al l  generations.

Cur t is  A .  O l imb
Pa stor



THE CHURCH COIJNCTL

Back Rowr Errgene Oebich, Ilustee; Rodney Meyer, nder; Ralph Me]€r, Itust4e; fiidlard
Schlichtrmnn, nder; Wiliarn Meyer, Trustee

Ftont Rowr Hamld Rachow, Prrsident; PauI ftnto, nder;Rendal Rust, Seo€t€Iy

I'TIE CB{TENNIAL COMMITTM

Balk lowj Iramg rych9is, R€sident; Donatd Hanson, Jr. , Elrsene Oebich, WilliamMeyer,
Erwin Bohnsad! Watlace Hertwig

FYont Row: Shbley Schulk, Ruth Rrst, F[th Johnson



Our Centennial Celebration

T U E S D A Y ,  D E C E M B E R  3 1 ,  i  9 8 5

New Year rs  Eve  Serv i ce  7 i00  p .m.
The  Rev .  R icha rd  B ibe rdo r f

Ro l l a ,  ND.  P reacher

Potluck supper and fel lowship ushering in the
'rYear of the Centennial"

FRIDAY,  ] \ 4AY 9 ,  1986

Mothe r  -  Daugh te r  Banque t  6 :30  P .m.
Karen  Knudsv ig ,  Bux ton ,  speake r

F R I D A Y ,  J U N E  2 0 ,  I 9 8 6

Fa the r  -  Son  Banque t  6 :30  p .m.
Ra lph  schu r i ch t ,  Be rea ,  oH .  speake r

S A T U R D A Y ,  J U N E  2 I ,  I 9 8 6

Open  House  a t  t he  Parsonage  2 :00 -5100  p .m.

Vesper  Se rv i ce  7  i 30  P .m.
The  Rev .  R icha rd  B ibe rdo r f

Ro l l a ,  ND,  p reacher

Refreshments, reunion and style show

S U N D A Y ,  J U N E  2 2 ,  1 9 8 6

Festival Service
The Rev. Terri l l  Bramstedt

Peoria, lL, preacher

Fe l l owsh lp  u lnne r

Festival Service
The Rev. Elmer Steenbock

Coos BaY, OR, Preacher

Refreshments

1 0 : 3 0  a .  m .

2 ; 0 0  p .  m .



Evangelical lmmanuel Ghurch

St. John Lutheran Ghurch

The history of our congregation is inseParably entwined with the

lmmanue l  cong rega t i on  o f  ru ra l  H i l l sbo ro .  l n  l he  yea r  o f  1871 .  t he

famil ies of Carl l \4erganthal, Carl Hausman, Heinrich Croehnke and Fred-

erich Kuhlman f irst gathered together in their homes for devotions,

readings of scripture and prayers. They were occasionally served by

Pastor Harstad, a Norwegian Evangelical Lutheran Pastor'  This continued

unti l  1875 when this group organized under the name of Evangelical

lmmanue l  Church  U .A .C .  (Una l te red  Augsberg  Con fess ion ) .  They  were

sti l l  served by Pastor Harstad and in the coming years served by Vicar

H ink  and  t rave l i ng  pas to rs  K rueger  and  Enge l '

Pastor Engel then began serving a grouP of christ ians in the

vicinity of the homestead of John Bohnsack who arrived in 1879. This

continued unti l  1882 when this grorjp of pioneers ioined with lmmanuel

Congrega t i on  i n  ex tend ing  a  ca l l  t o  Cand ida te  J .  F r i ck ,  who  se rved  as

pastor to both groups. He received a cal l  to another congregation and

a vacancy occurred which lasted about a year. We can relate to the

feelings of these people as we are in the midst of a vacancy and hoping

p raye r fu l l y  t ha t  by  the  t ime  these  words  a re  i n  p r i n t  t ha t  we  sha l l  once

aoa in  have  a  res iden t  pas to r .

l n  1885 ,  a  ca l l  was  i ssued  to  Rev .  E .  S t roe l i n  f o r  t he  same du t i es

as were required of Pastor Frick. l t  is diff icult for us to imagine the

hardships these f irst shepherds had to endure in those primit ive con-

dit ions. My father used to show me where they had buil t  a sod barn

to protect the catt le and horses in the winter. l t  was a far cry from

our oi l  and electr ical ly heated homes and buildings of the present day'

Pas to r  S t roe l i n  se rved  us  un t i l  t he  sp r ing  o f  1888 '  A t  t h i s  t ime ,

there were 9 voting members in the congregation. At this t ime, a



constitution was drawn up and Pastor Potratz was called to serve the

two congregations. Then followed years of steady growth as Pastor

Potratz served us for fourteen vears,

At the beginning of Pastor Potratz's ministry, August Ponto and

Herman Ponto were chairmen. lvly uncle, Charles Bohnsack, was secre-

tary, Christ Lindemann was treasurer, and the building committee con-

s i s ted  o f  Char les  Bohnsack ,  Chr i s t  L indemann  and"Wi l l i am Hausmann .

The congregation grew to nineteen voting members.

ln 1889, the congregation applied for, and was received into,

membership with the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of l \4issouri,  Ohio, and

other states. At that t ime it  numbered eighteen voting members and

their famil ies. Services were held in the local school.

Soon the congregation laid plans to build a church on a corner of

the Bohnsack homestead, This was accomplished in the year of 1890, on

May  1 l t h .  Th i s  r / as  roga te  Sunday .  l t  was  a  ra the r  impress i ve

ceremony and the words of an original document describe it  in this

manner, rrUnder the wall of the altar we are burying this short history

of our congregation, i ts constitut ion, as well as several rel igious and

polit ical tracts from this present period of t ime with the hope that i f

the walls of our church should fal l  before the great day of our Lord

has come, our chi ldren and our chi ldrenrs chi ldren may recognize from

documents such as these what their forefathers believed in, that Cod's

Word was proclaimed loudly and clearly in this place, and the Holy

Sacraments, as set forth by Christ, were duly performed here.rr This

is surely a f irm and uncompromising statement from the founders of

our local congregation.

The church at this location continued to serve us unti l  the year of

1930, During the period of t ime between Reverend Potratzrs death in

October, 1902, and the afore-mentioned date of 1930, we were serveo

by  the  fo l ' ow in9  pas io rs :  1903-1908  C .  Seba ld  ( lM t .  C lemens ,  l \ i ch igan ) ,

1 9 0 8 - l 9 l l  C ,  H .  B u r m a s t e r ,  l 9 1 l - 1 9 1 2  E .  R i e s s .  1 9 1 2 - 1 9 1 8  W .  C ,  H i t z e -

mann ,  1918-1920  F .  H ,  Ro te rmund ,  1920-1924  P .  T .  Schumm (se rved

Sab in ,  M inneso ta ,  a f te r  l eav ing  he re )  1925-1929  l \ 4 .  T .  Jank  ( se rved

Fredericksburg, lowa, after leaving here).



During the t ime these pastors served us was a period of calm and
relatively slow growth.

Pastor R. T, Schuricht was instal led by C. Ed l\4ix of Hope, on
November  17 ,  i 929 .  Th i s  marks  the  beg inn ing  o f  change  in  the  makeup
of St, John and lmmanuel congregations. As many of us know, i t  marked
the beginning of economic stress among the members of both congregations.
Upon Pastor Schurichtts arrival, both Cerman and English services were
held in both congregations on alternate Sundays, but in January of the
fol lowing year a schedule of double service on each Sunday in eacn
congregation was begun,

Also, at this t ime, Pastor Schuricht once more began preaching in
the  Grand in  Aud i to r i um and  on  June  1 ,  1931 ,  C race  Lu the ran  Churcn
was formally organized. In accordance with the Words of Jesus rrWhere

two or three are gathered together in My Name, there am I in the midst
o f  t hem. . . r '  asma l l  9 roup ,  some o f  whom o r ig ina l l y  had  the i r  member -
ship in St. John Congregation, gathered together at the home of August
Gro thmann .  S r .  and  es tab l i shed  themse lves  as  a  Chr i s t i an  Congrega t i on
with the power of the off ice of the keys. Pastor Schuricht met with
this group and counseled it  into an orderly organization with the name,

"Crace  Evange l i ca l  Lu the ran  Church  U .A .C . "

On  Thanksg iv ing  Day ,  November  Z '1 ,  1930 ,  j o in t  se rv i ces  o f  S t .  John
and lmmanuel congregations were begun. This continued unti l  Apri l ,
1935 .  A t  t h i s  t ime  p lans  were  made  to  re loca te  S t ,  John  Church  i n  t he
c i t y  o f  H i l l sbo ro .  I n  Ju l y  o f  t ha t  same yea r ,  t he  f i r s t  s teps  were  taken
to purchase the church building of the Lutheran Free Church in the
c i t y  o f  H i l l sbo ro .

In the fol lowing year, 1936, these negotiat ions were completed and
October 4, 1936, the new church home was dedicated and the 50th
anniversary of the congregation was celebrated. l t  was certainly a ful l-
packed day with Pastor Schuricht dedicating the building. Following
that, the congregation, led by pastor Schuricht, entered the church for
the  Eng l i sh  morn ing  se rv i ce ,  i n  wh ich  pas to r  C ,  Seeba ld  de l i ve red  the
sermon. He had served as Pastor for both lmmanuel and St. John



congregations in the years 1903-1908. In the afternoon service, Pastor

P .  T .  Schumm ( fo rmer  pas to r  f rom 1929-1930)  spoke  i n  German  and

Pastor J. P. Klausler of Hankinson, who was president of the North

Dakota-Montana Distr ict at that t ime. spoke in the English language. In

the evening service, a program was presented by the organizations of

the church -- the Walther League, the Menrs CIub and the Ladies Cuild,

Now that a church home had been established, plan were made for

a parsonage, In 1940, the congregation purchased a parsonage, the

former residence of A, C. Foogman, a jeweler and owner of a drug

store in down town Hil lsboro.

It does seem that under the leadership of Pastor Schuricht, con-

t inuous challenges were placed before the congregation to accomplish

such as a blanket subscript ion to the Lutheran Witness, st i l l  a practice

of the congregation today. In the same year, 1940, the new Lutheran

Hymna l  was  i n t roduced .  I n  1940 .  a  Gu lb ranson  o rgan  was  i ns ta l l ed  i n

the  chu rch  and  was  rep laced  i n  January ,  1957 ,  w i th  a  two  manua l

A l l en  o rgan .

In 1947, lmmanuel Congregation on the Coose River east of Hil lsboro

was disbanded and its members received into St. John congregation by

transfer. lmmanuel's cemetery is st i l l  supported and maintained by our

congregation.

In  1949 .  t he  congrega t i on  bu i l t  a  22 ' x  2Sradd i t i on  to  the  chu rch

in which there was an off ice and meeting room on the main f loor and

rest rooms and an entry way into the basement. The kitchen was also

remodeled.

The church f loor was t i led and new l ighting instal led in the base-

ment in 1956. Three years later the interior of the church was redec-

o ra ted  and  a  new l i gh t i ng  sys tem ins ta l l ed .  I n  1961 ,  t he  congrega t i on

celebrated its 75th anniversary, st i l l  under the leadership of Pastor R.

T. Schuricht, The fol lowing year, 1962, he retired from the ministry

and moved to Cleveland, Ohio, where his son Ralph l ived. Recognit ion

must be made of this talented man and of the many arduous years he

served our congregations. He was t ireless in his endeavors to help



us become good ste\,!ards of the blesslngs that Cod had bestowec

us. He not only left his mark upon the congregation as a whole,

a l so  upon  many  i nd i v idua ls .  He  w i l l  be  l ong  remembered  by  many

upon

but

o f  u s .

Upon Pastor Schurichtrs retirement in 1952, Pastor Biberdorf of

Victor, lowa, accepted a cal l  to serve us, He was the f irst pastor to

occupy our present parsonage at 322 Third Avenue Southeast. He

sd rved  us  fa i t h fu l l y  and  we l l  un t i l  h i s  dea th  i n  Oc tobe r ,  1969 .  H is  w i fe ,

Helen, and her chi ldren Ann, Richard, David and Nancy continued to

make their home in Hil lsboro for a number of years. l \4rs, Biberdorf

served in various capacit ies in the church in those years. She is

especial ly remembered as director of the church choir. At present,

she is serving as a secretary in the Distr ict Off ice in Fargo and is a

mehber of lmmanuel Congregation. One of her !ons, Richard, entered

the ministry and is presently serving as pastor at lmmanuel congregation

a t  Ro l l a ,  No r th  Dako ta .

Pastor Steenbock of Bott ineau, North Dakota, was called and served

un t i l  1975 .  Dur ing  h i s  pas to ra te ,  l ong - t ime  p lans  fo r  a  new chu rch  came

to  f ru i t i on .  Beg inn ing  i n  January ,  1972 ,  p lann ing  fo r  a  new chu rch

began in earnest and a formal resolution lo that end was passed by the

voter's assembly in l \ ,4ay, A building committee was formed with the

fol lowing members: i \ , ' landley Johnson, Art Crothmann, Harold Meyer,

Es the r  Ludw ig ,  Dona ld  R iemer  and  Wa l te r  Sch l i ch tmann .  C round-b reak ing

ceremonies were held on June 25, 1972. Foundation construction began

in August and with the whole-hearted cooperation of Pastor Steenbock

and  the  congrega t i on ,  t he  bu i l d ing  was  comp le ted  i n  May ,  1973 .

The dedication took place on l\ ,4ay 27, 1973, with the president of

the  Nor th  Dako ta  D is t r i c t ,  A l v in  tu I .  Re imn i t z ,  g i v ing  the  morn ing  add ress

and Rev. Alfred E. Thiem giving the afternoon sermon. l t  was truly an

auspicious event in the history of our church. The remaining debt on

the church was quickly paid off and the church assumed a debt free

pos i t i on .

ln 1975, Pastor Steenbock accepted a cal l  to Coos Bay, Oregon, and

Pastor Terri l l  Bramstedt assumed the pastoral care of our churcn and

se rved  us  un t i l  Eas te r  Sunday  o f  t he  yea r ' 1985 .  A t  p resen t  we  a re  w i th



out a resident pastor, Pastor Thiem of lmmanuel, Fargo. serves as our

vacancy pastor. He is assisted by Pastor Sincebaugh, the secretary of

the North Dakota Distr ict.

In retrospect, let us not look back on our f irst hundred years of

existence as an historical event but rather as a true account of Codrs

care and love for His people. ln our anxieties, He comforted us, in our

perplexit ies, He guided us and our sins He has forgiven us for Jesus'

saKe .

Soli Deo cloria !

William A. l\4eyer

Erwin Bohnsack

THE
LUTIIERAN CIIL 'RCII
MrssouRr sYNoo



I1B L
Present Membership

330  Sou ls 243 Communicants 55 Voters

A history of the church is not only charters, and buildings, and

called ministers of the Word, l t  is also the people of the church, and

for this reason we are including a l ist ing of the baptisms, confirmdtions,

wedd ings  and  bu r ia l s  o I  lmmanue l  and  S t ,  John  Congrega t i ons .

This information was taken from old church records and is as accu-

rate as possible, There appears to be some duplication. Apparently, in

some instances an event was entered in the records of both congregations

but i t  is not for us to make changes in these records. Because of this

apparent duplication we are unable to give an exact number of off icial

ac ts  pe r fo rmed  in  th i s  cong rega t i on .

We also found several instances of different spell ings of some sur-

names but have used the spell ing as recorded. This was hampered to

some extent by the diff iculty we had in reading some of the records.

Bu t  whe the r  o r  no t  t he re  a re  e r ro rs  i n  t h i s  l i s t .  ou r  pu rpose  i s  t o

inc lude  a  h i s to ry  o f  t he  peop le  who  have  b rough t  us  to  th i s  l 00 th

ann ive rsa ry .  We f i nd  i n  i t  no t  on l y  t he  g randparen ts ,  aun ts .  unc les ,

and other relative who have gone before us, but also those brothers

and sisters in Christ who have moved from our midst. l \ , , lay i t  hold a

special memory for each one of us,

CHURCH isfor
IheINHOL! FAMILY



FINANCE COMMIIIM

Back Rowr Robert Kuhle, Wayne DicPJoff, Harold Mel€l Janes

Ftont Row: Hamtd McDonald, Herbert Schlichtnrann

LWML OITICERS

Tracy Bohnsack, Bea M€yer,
Ina Schlichhnann

BOAR.D OF EDUCATION

Darrel Rotvold, Jim Lileb€rg,
Robert lxdwig

STJN'DAY SCHOOLSTAFF

FEXIOWSHIP CIIJB

Back Rowr Pat Ochsner, Unda Stevens, Jim Lileberg, Brian
Bohnsack, Dian Sdrlichhnann

Flont Rowr Melissa Henn, Jam€s Johnson

W iliam Chrisiopher, Usher
Bdan Bohnsack, SS Supt

Danel Rotrcld, KayRotvold,
Fichad Scblichhnann


