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Sen Diego Evening Tribune, November 15, 1919

SIX HUNDRED JOYOUS SAN DIEGANS SEE LAST LINK IN LINE
JOINED

"Hail, Hall, the Gang®'s All Here," played the
steam calliope attachment of the San Diego & Aricgona
locomotive this morning, and the whole eclty heard the
music through the crisp morning air.

Then sameone shouted, "Cam" on, we're going out
to nail this transcontinental railroad in place,” and
“the calliops played "Merrily We Reoll Along,” whils
the whesls turned and the 10-coach San Diego & Ariro-
na excursion train pulled cut fram Unicn Depot for
the golden spike driving ceremony.

President John D, Spreekles stood in the rear of
his private car “Coronadc” at the end of ths vanish-
ing train, looking out upon the crowd left behind at
the station. This afternoon, 1in Carlisso gorge, he
1lifted a woriman's maul and drove hame the golden
spike that finished construction of his railroad.

“last Spike Driven, San Diego and Arisena Rail-
way Co, Carisso Gorge, Nov. 15, 1919" read the ins-
eription on one side of the golden spike, and on the
reverse is "Spike Driven by Mr. John D. Spreckles,
President,™

Nearly 600 pasasengers were sboard the train, it
wis estimated, Belated rush for tickets yestsrday af-

ternoon sent the sales to 580, and an extra coach
On November 15, 1919, San Diego financier John D, s &to B0y & £H

Spreckles drove the golden spilkm which signified the
ceompletion of the San Diego & Arizona (Eastern) rail-
road and connected San Diego with the Southern Pacif-
ic and points east, The railroad, which took over 12
years to camplete, remains to this day one of the em-
gineering marvels of the nation. A camplete history
of the construction of the “Impossible Railroad™ ap-
pears in the November, 1969 issue of Pacific News un-
der the byline of museun member Bob DiGlorgic. To
help celebrate the anniversary of the golden spike
we're reprinting hers a few of the articles which ap-
pearsd in the San Diego newspspers when the rail link
east was campleted.

JOHR D, SPRECKELS is seen in the center of this photo of

the spike-driving ceremomy. The crowd consisted of the

first 580 San Diegans to buy tickets at $7.50 each.
-Historical Collection, Title Ins. & Trust Co.

San Diego Union, November 10, 1919

TICKETS FOR DRIVING CEREMONY SELLYRG RAPIDLY
Step lively end avoid the rushl Tickets for the
golden spike-driving in the Carisso Gorge to mark the
actual physical ceompletion of the San Dlego & Arizoma
Railway were selling fast yesterday at the Chamber of
Camerce celebration headquarters, 101 Broadway, and
those who want %o make the trip next Saturday had
better hurry.
The big specisl train will lssve San Dlego for
the gorge at 745 a.m, and will return to San Dlego

at 6100 the same evening, Tickets for the round trip, THE GCOLDEN SFPIKE SPECIAL was pulled by Cmoligltion
to be had at 101 Brosdway, Spreckles butlding, are #102. The three highest-pitched whistles of the "steanm
$7.50 each. They include lunch, which will be served calliope attachment” can be seen on top of the cab.

by the Committes at Jacumbe. ~Historical Collectiom, Title Ins. & Trust Co.



San Diegoe Union, December 1, 1919

S.D.&A. BEGINS OPERATIONS TODAY WITH BIG CELEBERATION
SAN DIEGO REALTIZES TREAM
Now all togethar-three cheers for the 5.D.&A. and

for John D. Spreckles, the man who made it possible.

Marking the turming peint in the city's long
struggle for commercial importance and assuring the
rapid development of the harbor and its environs. the
new San Diego and Arizona railway, San Disgo's direct
transcontinental line to the esast, will be placed in
operation todsy. y

Practically every able-bodisd man, woman, and
child in the Harbor City 1is expected te turn out to
witness the arrival of the firat train and to view
the great parade that will {smediately follow. The
Committes expects everyons to throw dignity to the
four winds and literally dance with joy when the blo-
wing of whistles, the ringing of bells, the Tiring of
carmons and snort of the Yig locamotive erngines an-
nounce that San Dlego is at last the terminus of a
through railrosd from away btack yonder,

HONOR TO THE BUILDER

Today is John D, Spreckles day-a day set .aside
in honor of the man whose perserverance and supreme
confidence, which he backesd with all the financial
power at his command, have, aftsr years of untiring
effort, provided for San Diego the fulfillment of its
most cherishad dream. He is expected to be at the
throttle of the sngine when train #1 comes rolling up
to the station.

PROGRAM FOR OPENING DAY OF CELEBRATION

JOHN D, SPRECKIES DAY, DECEMEER 1

1:30-2 p.m, Band Concert, union station, by Tcmmasi-
no’s exposition band, \

2 pun, Arrival of first train over San Dlego & Ari-
tona Railway with John D. Spreckles, Governor
Campbel]l of Arisona, Governor Larrakols of New
Mexico and Governor Cantu of Lower California,
Mexico and other distinqulshed guests, together
with a delegation of leading citisens of the
great Imperisl Valley, Aricona, and New Mexico,

2115 p.m, Parade, union station to Balboa Park,

3-4130 p.m., Formal exercises; Spreckles orgsn pavil-
ion, Balboa Park.

3-5 pm. Open houss and reception, Women's board,
California building, Balboa Park,

7130 (sharp) -9:30 p.m. Banqust in honor of John D.
Spreckles, governors amd other distinguished
guests, Hotel del Coromsdo.

9130 p.m. Reception and ball, Hotel del Coronado,

8130 p,m. Informal dancing at leading San Disgo hot-
.1!.

8:30 p.m. Street dancing.

San Diego Evening Tribume, Decembar 1, 1319

m DIEGC & ARIZONA PASSENGER SERVICE INAUGURATED TO-

San Diego & Arizona railway pagsenger service
was inaugurated today on & schedule of one train a
day each way between San Diego and E] Centro, The
first regular train to pass over the road was that
which left Union depot here at 7115 this morning.

Leaving time for the regular dally from Imperial
Valley is from Calexico at 2415 p,m. end El Centro at
2""'5 p.m-

The really first train was that of yestsrdey,
which carried President John D. Spreckles and members
of the Celsbration Committees to El Centro, to thers
welcame the throng of guests who are to arrive on the
spacial train of two sections this aftsrnoon.

5an Diego Union, December 2, 191%

MR. JOHN D, SPRECKLES TAKES PARTY TO EL CENTRO CN
FIRST SPECIAL TRAIR

The first through train from Ssn Diego to Imper-
ial Valley -a passenger train- went sastward, leaving
here at 10 a.m, Sunday (Nov, 30 -ed.} and arriving at
El Centro at 7 o’clock at night. The traill-blaser
spacial was & privata train, really, and 1t bore Pre-
sident John D. Spreckles and 60 of his invited guests

Because 1t was not travelling on a schedule, and
because a large mumber of the guests on board were
railroad officisls who were directly interestsd in
the newly campleted railway, the spscial +train of
mne coaches went slowly., Through Carriso Gorge, the
marvel land of the line, it barely crept along, for
every passerger on board was keenly interestsd in the
mammoth enginesring task that has so lately been cam.
pleted,

Tha apecial train entered Carriso Gorge as the
sun was Talling low, The light waa still strong en-
ough +to show the craggy, rocky mountains in their
natural colors of mauve, tan and marcon. The many
tunnels, bridges, roek cuts and mammoth fills on the
roadbed were subject to clome inspsction and mwch
gamment.

Before entsring Carisso Gorge, and after lsaving
it, the spsclal train travelled at full spsed moat of
the way, aslowing down only at points of particular
interest. Long stretches of roadway traversed at
high speed had been constructed and ballasted for a
long time, “Rides like the New York Central,” was
the camment of one of the visiting reilroad officials

HELP YOUR MUSELM

As a result of the request in the October Report
$19.08 was received for the Geperal Fund and $32,00
for U.P. Car #576. Regular dues amounting to $50.00
were received along with $24,00 in contributing dues,
All figures wers as of October 31, 1969. Donors wers
the followingi Louise Leesman, Terry Durkin, Vernon
Mardock Jr., Amdrew Proctor, and Rindge Shima. We're
very grateful to those who have helped. Can you help
this time? As of October 3tst we had $615.83 in the
treasury, but we have $1650.00 in outstanding loans,
The general fund has a balance of $148.95 {overdrawn)
while the Car #5756 Fund has $764.78. Thers were no
contributions to the Report Fund. The Report Fund do-
nations would be used to improve the Report (more pa-
ges, more plctures, etc.), and in December to finance
% new information brochure showing all the Museun's
equipnent, There were no contributions to the Line
Truck and Traction Fund. Restoration of this truck
48 in progress and abeout $20,00 has besen spent so fan

Things are improving but we are & long way fraom
having & black cash balance. Fleaszs send your dona-
tions and dues to the Pacific Seouthwest Rallwvay Muse-
m, Post Offics Bax 12096, San Diego, California
92112, Make checks payable to P.S5.R.M.,A., Inc. 41l
donations are Stats and Federal incame tax deducta-
ble.

U.P. COACH EXCURSION CANCELLED

The fantrip to Los Angeles on Decembesr 6, 1969,
has bsen cancelled, Ome reason was for lack of bat-
teries to assure lights in the ecar at night while the
train was in stations on the return trip. Another
reason was the necessity to get a new air braks ins-
pection at the cost of $120,00, Air brakes inspections
are good for 15 months and then must be ranewsd, The
Board postponed the trip until early next ysar. Help
pay for the batteries and the air brake inspection by
donating to the Car #576 fund and, of eocurse, supper-
ting the next excursion with the car.



southwest cormner

This month we're golng to take & quick tour of a
few of the more active locales for trainwatching in
the Southern California area. 41l of these locations
are within half a day’s drive from San Diego and make
good one day trips. Same of them are in fairly scen-
ic areas.

COLTON: This major Southern Pacific yard is lo-
cated just south of San Bernardine on Highway 395. It
is here the Southern Pacific rail mainline ezst out
of Los Angeles crosses Santa Fe's Third District line
between LA and San Bernardino, and here also the
Espse cutoff betwesen Palmdals and Colton terminates.
You can follow the Eapee tracks sast out of Colton to
more scenlc areas and watch the fairly rapid progresr
sion of trains, The yard snd mainline pass directly
undar 395.

SAN BERNARDINO: Hers Santa Fe's Third and Sec-
ond DMatricta from LA come together. From the Santa
Fs passsngsr despot here you can ses that railroad's
large engine repair facilities, Union Pacifie track-
age out of LA Jjoins the Santa Fe line here for the
trip over ths rugged Cajon Mountains on joint track-

LT

= CAJON PASS: Espes's Colton-Palmdale cutoff and
the Santa Fe-UP mainline both run through Cajorr Fass
out of Los Angeles. Out of San Bernardino the tracks
can bs followed by taking the Mount Vernon Avenus off
rsmp at the north end of the elty .and getting on Ca-
jon Valley Road, which follows the tracks es far as
the amall settlement of Devore, After returning to
Interstate 15 at Devors, you can rejoin the tracks at
the town of Cajon. Take the Highwy 138 off ramp,
but instead of heading west on 138 turn esast and fol-
low Swmit Valley Road., Tou can make your way via a
paved road to the small railroad ssttlement of Summit
located at the crest of Cajon Pass., Here both lines
are within yards of each other snd offer almost con-
tinuous activity for the railfan., If you're the ad-
venturocus type, there is a labrynth of dirt service
apd fire roads througheut the entire ares which go
into isclated, and scenie, sections of both lines as
they pass through the high desert area. You can also
follow the Swmmit Valley Road t¢o the flat area sur-
rounding the desert cammunity of Hesperis before re-
turning to the freeway. Here you can see Santa Fe=UP
trains picking up = good clip across the flatlands,.
The Espes route north of Summit turns westwerdly tow-
ards Palmdale and is fairly inacessablse,

BARSTOW: A major division point on the Santa Fe
as well as the site of a major looamotive terminus.

by John Hathaway

Santa Fe's Omkland route through the valley ard the
LA division come together at Barstow, If you're a
diesel-slectric fan, Barstow is the place. The huge
repair facilities are constantly servicing all types,
and any new equipment acquired by Sants Fe is ssen
almost immediately in Barstow,

TEHACHAPI MOUNTAINS: The rugged Tehachapis of-
fer the Southern Pacifie and Santa Fe, which share
trackage through them, even more of a challenge than
the Cajons. One result of the stesp gredes through
this scenic, and very sctive, area is the famous Ts-
hachapi Loop, wheres the mainline loops over itself in
order to gain elevation. The loop can bs reached
fran the offramp to Keens on Highway 58 following the
vaved county road about s mile back inte the mount-
;1ns. A roadside plague cammemorates the engineering

sat,

All of these areaszs offer busy, heavy mainline
railroading., For thoss of you more interested 4n
large, active yards, Les Angeles 1as a geed area to
explore, We haven't had a chance to go looking a-
round the LA area latsly, but when we do, wa'1ll let
you kmow what's happening railroad-wise in a future
edition of Southwsst Corner.

MISCELIANIA = A CORNER TO COLLECT TIDBITS

We plan in December to have only the Information
Brochure instead of the Report., There may be a small
ditto insert with late news.

Don't forget the Shay loco steamup on December 31
and January 1.

In future Report editions we'll have details of
the January 18 installation banqust in the January
issus, a featurs traction articls by your editor 1n
February, and a full-length article by Jerry Windle
on Northern Californis steam railroading in the mear
future, John Hathsway will be continuing his "South-
west Cornar” reports, and of course cur other regular
features will still bs here. Remember, feature ar-
ticles by any member are slways welcome. Pert of the
function of the Report is allowing members to share
their common interests, If you've got an interesting
insight into any facet of railroading write the edi-
tor,Thomas W, Matsen, 4282 Taos Drive, San Diego, Ca-
lifornia 92117, or hpons him at (714} 273-8951.

Save February 19, March 5 and 19, and April 2,
1970 for the PSFMA Film Festival which Chop Kerr 1is
managing, Four outstanding filmes ranging from the
1920's through the 1960's will be featured and all
feature and rallroad angle.



PSRMA ACQUIRES THREE FREIGHT CARS

PSRMA was donated three freight cars during the
week of November 3, 1969, North American Car Corpor-
ation donated 1ts MCAX #3024 outside trussed wooden
bax car. The car 4is freshly painted a dark tuscan
red, was butlt in June 1941, and can carry 41 tons of
cargo. The car was completely renovated and has an
air brake test of 9-9-69 which will allow it to be
intarchanged until December 1970, The car has inter-
nal dimensions as follows: width 9'2%; height 10'3")
ard length 40'6”, Dick Pennick made the arrangements
to obtain the car,

Ganeral American Transportation Corporation don-
ated two tank cars. Both cars are pressure type tank
cars with the capability of carrying slightly more
than 10,000 gallons apiecs, Both cars had a brake
test of 11-69, so they will be in interline condition
until February 1971. The numbers of the cars are GA™X
479923 end  $65648. The cars wers built during the
1920"s, Both cars are freshly painted black. Terry
Durkin made the arrangements to obtain these two new
additions to the Museum's rolling stock collection.

All three cars are located near our atesm loco-
motives at Crosby Street and Harbor Drive, The two
tank cars wlll be used t6 store fuel and water for
our sgteam locamotives as it will probably be much
more sconamical to buy water and fuel in large quant-
ities and store it for future use. The box ear will
be used, to store Museum property ard be able to maove
freight for the Museum should the occasion arise.
Also the box car may be used as a tamporary passenger
car for Shay loeco stesmups.

PSRMA is very grateful for the donation of the
bax car and two tank cars, and we are espscially
thankful for their outstanding condition upon deljve=
ry. All three cars look liks they are brand newl
Suitable recognition of the donors will be placed on
the cars concerned in the near future and the donora
will be mentioned inm future publications and bro-
chuires of PSRMA.

ROBERTS HEALTH TMPROVING

Floyd Mike Roberts 1is home improving after a
string of serious operations, If you still have not
dropped him a card or note please do. His address is
2227 Polk Avenue, San Diego, California 92104, Blood
donations in his name would still be appreciated.

1970 OFFICERS ELECTED

PSRMA elected its 1970 officers st the October 19
Gensral Meeting. Elscted president was Dick Pennick
with 22 votes and no opposition, Elected vice-prasi=-
dent was Deve Paridnson with 13 votes while Terry
Durkin received 9 votes. Secretary Karen Lindquist
was elected with 22 votes and no opposition, Our
treasurer, Dave Hobson, won with 22 votes and no op-
position. H, C. Kerr won the directorship with 11
votes while Tam Matson received 8 votes and Wally Bam
ber recoived 2 votes. Since Pennick wlll remain as
president Eric Sanders will hold onto the position of
challyman of the board for another year, Filling out
the 1970 Board of Directors will be Bob DiGiorgio who
has snother year as director at large and John Hatha-
way, presently serving as Advisory Board repressnta-
tive to the Board, Hathaway will be reconsidered for
the same post in the near future,

Officers may only serve for a maximmm of two
years in one posltion. Perhaps next ysar you will
consider running for one of the offices so that all
offices may have competing candidates.

LINE TRUCK RIDES AGAIN

Our ex-San Disgo Electric Railway line truck, 2
1922 or 1923 White, is running again, and surprising-
ly well. The old four eylinder motor was found to be
in excellent condition, and only the most minor re-
pairs were needed to get it purring again., Each work
party 18 now highlighted by a wild ride ;arcund the
fisld behind Bob DiGiorgio's place.

Work has begun on preserving and restoring the
wood body, but so far attendance at the work parties
has been toc poor to get much done. Pleass come out
and help., A concentrated effort is needed to protect
the wood before the weather damsge becames more seri-
cus, and it's now at the stage where continued weath-
aring will cause rapid deterioration, No mechanical
skills &are required..... Just a "1111"‘!'-88 to piteh
in with paintbrush and scraper, The next work party
is November 22 at ten a.m, at DiGiorgio's. Phone him
at L4B-6161 for more information,

SHAY OPERATION AND WORE PARTY

Dus to the smmooth running of the Shay at our last
operation not much work on it seemed needed, so we've
had & vacation from Shay work partiss. But with the
New Year's cpsration coming up a work party is called
for Decembsr 13, atarting at tem a.m., Main order of
busimess is clesaning and painting. This 1s especial-
1y important, since it seems the New Year's ppstetien
will be public, and we can expect a crowd out to ses
her. It has been two years sincs her black has been
painted, and she's getting to look a 1ittle shabby.

The Rew Yesar's Shay opsration, now an annual ev-
ent. 15 scheduled as usual, A working agresment with
Santa Fe to use ths parking lot adjoining the apur
seems to have been worked out, so it looks like we'll
be able to invite the general public, Arrangements “to
use the track up to Dewey street erossing appear pro-
mising, and if they go through we'll probably run our
whole “freight train” consisting of ocur now box car
and twe tank cars, So the opsration this year should
be a lot more interesting and all members, of courss,
are urged to attend,

MEMBERS ARE RENEWING

John Hathawsy reperts the following Regulsr mem-
bers have renswed, or just joined us, for 15701 Dom=
ald Carr, Mr. and Mrs. Russell H‘dl‘,n Alan Kill. An=-
drew Proctor, and John Swenson.

John also reports we have the following Contribu-
ting membsrs aboard for next yesr: David Armstromg,
Charles Briar, dJohn Cranston, Petsr Duncen, Arthur
Gomez, Ed Herftsr, Mra. Louise lessman, H.W. rat-
rick, Thomes Sandlin, Rimdge Shime, John Webeyg, Art-
hur Wilson, Frank Wismer, and Mrs. Ben Woody.

FSHMA CALENDAR
DECEMEER
& = TRACTION COMMITTEE MEETING, at Tam Matson's,
700 Pl
7 = LOCOS OPEN, Crosby and Harbor, i-4 p.m,, hostad
by Swanson,

13 - SHAY LOCO WORK PARTY, Croshy and Harbor with Di-
Glorglio, 10100 a.m,

i4 - LOCOS OFEN, Crosby and Harbor, 14 p.m,, hosted
by Hobson,

21 - LOCOS OPEN, Croshy and Harbor, 1-4 p.m., hosted
by Geyer.

25-MERRY CHRISTMASLE L

28 - 1LOCOS OPEN, Crosby and Harbor, 1-4 p.m,, hosted
I'v !J'I‘ll-o

3t - NEW YEAR'S EVE SHAY LOCO STEAMUP,Crosby and Har-
bor, all invited,



