THE SEARCH FOR A HOME

Land Search = Prospects Brighten - But Punds A Problem
By Dave Parkinson
Chairman,Land Committee

PSRMA FIND8 POSSIBLE HOME

The Land Committee continued its active search for a su-—
itable location to house our permanent museum facirlitv.
The Miramar lease 1s onlv temporarv relief for our long-
term problem of finding our own home.Results of the land
search have been encouragingz, Two nossible sites near
the community of Jacumba 1n East San Dieso County are
being seriously examined. Both are adjacent to the San
Diego and Arizona Bastern Hairlway and are owned bv the
same private party.

The Land Committee and Museum Board of Mirectors have
inapected both sites on s recent field trip to Jacumba.
We wers favorably imvressedly the terrain and potentral
for an interesting museum overation, despite some prob—
lems to be overcome. The general membership was ireated
to 8 discussion and vismual tour of the sites via color
slides at the April general meeting, Preliminarv nepa=
tiations with the land owner are underway althourh not—
hing had been formally resolved at this date,

DOWN PATMERT SOURCE

While we actively negotiate to ohtain our own site, the
funding for such a venture remaine a critical oroblem.
Down payment is estimated at about 37500, far 1n excess
of the tr-asury at present.Several alternatives for re-
151ng the moneyam being exploresd i1ncluding private in-
dividuals, loans and contributions.

FINDS DRIVE STARTED

An intensive funds drive to raise all or part of the
§7500 is being initiated Mev 16th on the Puerto Penasco
excursion. For those of you reading the REPORT on this
trip you will notice m poster and dopation contairer in
your car for the purpose of raising furds to help PoRMA
ncquire a home. Since we susmect many of you are rail=-
fens or sympathetie with our causze of preserving vintage
railway equipment,won't vou help make that first impor-
tant step into a permenent museum® A donation of any
amount would be mppraeciated and is, of course,tax de-=
ductible., Por those who wish to mail a contribution,
please send it to; PSRMA Land Fund, P.0.Box 12096, San
Diego, Californmia 92112

Please mark all contributions "land fund".Meanwhile 1n-
tense efforts are planned Aduring the summer to raise the
remainder of the funds nesded for a permanent home.
Hopefully, PSRMA wi1ll have a permanent home by the end
of the year, Won't you help?

The REPORT 1s nublished monthly bv and for the members
of PSRMA, Bditor is Jerry Windle assisted by the REPORT
Committee consisting of Karen tathaway, John Hathaway ,
Boh DNifizoreio, Tom Matson and George Geyer.

TRACTION REPORT

P3AMA's Traction Committes, li1ttie more than a vear old,
was formed 1n an effort to bring torether those persons
in the mussum who have m mutua)l i1nterest in traction,
The proup has adopted for a work nroject,until they are
able to locate a traction niece of emuipment, former San
THego Electric kairlway Car 50B whieh 13 at the Orance
Empire Trolley Museum, In additien, the members hold a
monthly mestine which 1s oriented strictly +to traction
topics, Member Tom Matson heads up the Committee and isa
sager to meet those who have an 1ntereat in traction.He
mav be contacted at 273-8951.

CALENDAR

Mav
16 - Annual Excursion to Puerto Penasco

June
2 - Board leeting,7:30pm,S5an Diego Trust & Savings

July
7 - Board Meeting,7:30pm,S5an Mego Trust & Savings
19 - Gemeral “Membership Meeting, 7:30pm AT&SF Depot

Anpust
4 - Board Meeting,7:30pm,San Mepgo Trust & Savines

NOTE: PSHMA activities Aduring summer varation months
are held to a minumum 1n order not tuo cenflict with
the vacatinan nlans of 1ts members.

REPORT MISCELLANIA

BXCURSI0AS - The hay Board meeting was hipshlichted by the
apnraval to schedule two more excursions durinc the cur-
rent vear. The first will bhe a Labor Day excursion for
members only to San Francisco to tour the Municinal ita=
1lwav lines.Using a chartered car, all the lines ain the
system willbecovered«The three-dav weekend w111 mermit
members to ?rive, fly or ride the trarn teo San Franeisen,

The second excursion will be via the Unron Preific to
Kelse 1n late Lovember, Highliechts of the trap will be
traveling over California's Cajon Pass an? the heautiful
Afton Canyon. Detaills an bnth excursions will he nubl-
13hed 1n later R POLTSH,

STEAM-UP - When our two locomotives join the enuipment
alreadv located at “iramar,1t will bhe rece=sary to move
them across the base to our leased portiorm of trachk,
Since the railroad will nat switch an havy Pronsriy and
the “avy has na enpine to switch the locos, the only fe=
azihle way tn move them 1n under their own nower, The
Mavvy has arrred to let us ooerate the shay to perform
whatever switchine mav be neces=arv, The Jistance from
the raitlrpat to our stte 18 hetween two and thres milea
a0 this shoild nrovide some real training forour eprine
crews plus & great chance to see the shav under actual
workineg conditions,. As much advance notice as nossible
will he ¢i1ven to members nrior to the steam-up.

CO.DULLACES = PSIIMA extends 1ts condelences tothe parents
of member Floyd M, Noberts. Flovd,18, was a Terular

member and was verv inter-:sted in all asnects of rail-
pording espec:ally model railroads,lle nassed away May 2.

SCOTSMAN — Lateat schedule for the Flying Scotaman's
second tour of the United S3tates shows 1t leavinge 1ts
winter home in Slaton, Texaw on June 14 and heading nor-—
th through Temple; Wacn; Tallas; “uskopee,Uklahoma;
Parsons, Kansas; St, Louisl Chicapo; arrivine at Green
Bay, Wisconsain on July 19th at the Anational Railroad
Museum,Plans ha” been made to b ing the Scotaman to the
West Coast starting in “an Diego, but nroblems with the
railroads prevented this, J. Barrett Gilmer of Coranado
vho enearheaded the efforts to bring the famed Enrlish
locomnfive and trainto San Mego had more than 100,000
1n pledgea, but when the trip was cancelled he found
that he had more than 31500 in bills.To nav these, he
10ld his mndel train cecllection he started when'he was &
years old, 1ncluding the #First encine he recerved in
1936 from his father which atarted him collecting the
modelsa

CONGRATULATIONS — Heartiest congratulations are extended
to the former Karen lLandquist and John liathaway who were
married an Mavy 9th.Both ¥arenand John are avid railfans
and have heen active in the omeration of the museum with
Karen servine this vearas Secretarv and John serving on
the RE’ORT committee writing the SOUTHWEST CORMER,



Work on the railroad besan 1in 1923 and ghbout 10 miles
of track were laid to a point just south of the present
station of Lobo. Thas road was known as the Ferrocarril
Mexicali e Golfo.A 1926 map shows"end of track” 23 mil-
es from Pascualitos, The aperation of werk trains was
started an' small amounts of cotton were hauled.

Subsequently an arreement was concluded with the Colo=-
rade River Land Company, which had obtained possession
of the farm lands and constituted a mononoly which dad
not want the "communacion de Bajas California—nia con al
interior de Mexicol and the route was detoured to cross
the Colorado Hiver.

In 1929, the¢ Ferrocarril Inter=California del Sur took
over the project. The line was extended, through Riito
to just beyond Medancs., The revised railroad map indi-
cates the end of track i1n March 1930 as there, The Sou—
thern Pacific purchased control of the Inter-California
Southern in 1930, end according to 1is record, the line
to Medanos was not onened until Qctober 1931,

The rmil front remained at Medanos until 1937.There was
ng intention oprior to 1935 to connact 1t with Mexico's
national network.

The Southern Pacifiec had acquired the Soncra Hailway fr-
om the Santa Fe from hogales to Guayamas in 1911. Using
the name Perrocarril Sur Pacifico de Mexico, it has ext-—
ended the raute te¢ Guadalajara to connect with the hat-
ional Reilways of Mexico,

¥ith the development of the Mexicali Valley, the urcent
need for an all-Mexican rail routs was now acknowledged.
Shivments to the interior had to be made "in bond" with
customs inspections at Cantu &nd Nogales, The creation
of a railroad, which was deatined to vitalize the nor=
thern part of Bajea, through the Secretaria de Communi_
caciones y Obras Publicax, S5.C.0.P. ~ or the denartment
or Ministry of Communications and Public Works,in 1935.
This was the origin of the Perrocaril Se¢nora-Baja Cal-
ifornia, & wholly government-owned railway but not ine-
luded in the Parrocarriles ihacionales Ae Mexico.

Beginning at Medanos,location surveys were atarted,hea-
ding for Puerto Penazco,on the eastern shore of the Gulf
of California, The project was carried to completion in
November 1936.When the town of El Toctor,about 58 miles
from Pascualitos, the edpge of the Desierto de Altar was
reached amd the task became & formidable one,

The ra1l head advanced to #1 Dector and then plunged 1n-
to the Adesanlate repiron nf smand Adunes, heat and wind, At
Kilomater 132 a camp,called E1 Alame, was setun. Tt was
falt that nos=ahly the oripinal survev couldbe 1mnroved
by atraichtenine snd shortenming the staked line.d wmrty
headed hy a voung ensrineer Jor e Lenez fellado started
out nn July 2, 1937.The men never returned, falline vic—
tims to the erunel desert, Todayv four stations hetween
£1 Doetor and Pernto “enasro  have bheen named n thear
honort Sanchez [alas, Torres fi., Lonez Coliado and fFus-
tavo dotela, 1In 1940, the rai1ls reached Pu rto Penasco
and the transnortation of freicht an? pas=eqrers hesan
om Mav 5, 1940,
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NATURAL STEAM,...Natural steam wells are seen nlong the
tracks as our special FSRMA train moves briefly inlend.

Following the war, orenaratians were hapun to romplete
the connection with the Southern ’acific of “exien, The
forbi'ding Altar Desert sti1tl ha? to be connuered bet—
weenPuerto Penasco and Caborca,annroximatelv 248 miles,
Steam eneines renquire wa'er an' this would have to he
carried into the desert, (lowever, hv now the diesel el-
ectrie locomatives had been su”Ticiently nerfected and
ware ranidly replacing the steamers.

The desert hel” true ta its history, the work had +r be
dove nnly in the earlv mornine an® late everine hours.
However improved ricthods and ineressed mechanization
methods snveded the job of conquerine the desert.

Oririnal nlans called for a junetion with the Southern
Pacific of Mexico at SJanta Ana, in oconora, ahout 65 mi=
les sguth of speales.A later line chroge determined the
meeting nownt to be at the uacienda de San Farnando, not
even a Tlap stop on the SPdeM.T e junctron was paven the
name Nenjamin :111.The railroad's shops have heen huilt
the and Renjarin hi1ll is the"new flower of the desert".

Finellv came the lonp mwaited day, amid wild jubilation

of the workmen, at nilometer 327 of 207 miles from Pas—

cualitos, in t'e nrofunditvy of the awful desierto de Al-
tar, the ends of tue two tracks were joinnd together on

December 16, 1947. For the first time tlie neninsula of

Baja valiforama wes unaited dirictlv bv rail witl the na-
tiomal network,

The Sonora-Baja California has broken the harrier of the
Desert of Altar by bindine 1t wit: two bands of plis—
tening steel but 1t st11]1 bows to the torrid heat hy
coerating its bassenger service by nirht, Adesnite the
modern Air-conditioned eawinment

{(This history of the FSBC wes condensed from an article
by Richard V.Dedge which anneared in the March 20, 1960
adition of the DISPATCH_R, & publication of the Rerilwav
Historical Scciety of San Diepo.)

3BA OF CORTEZ...Wave breaks on the rocky shore at the
sdge of Puerto Penasco. The villepe lies on the coast,



PACIFIC
RAILWA

The Pacific Southwest Kairlway Museum Assacistion
active group of railfans dedicated tg the establishment
of an cperating railroead museum for the peonle of the
erty and county of San Diepo.

10

The ultimate ponl of the ad8sociation 1f a permanent site
far & museum which wi1l include a mile or more of track
to anerate trains and trolleys on,other tracks for dim—
pley of eguipment not anerating at the moment,an indoor
museum For historieal and technical d1splays, and main-
tenance shoss for the upkeap of enuipment.

Since 138 Founding nine ¥ears apo,the PSRMA has acquired
geveral historic pietes of rallway equinment, Included

are Pour siteam locoratives:a 1923 0=6-0T saddletank en—
gine from the E. J. Lavineo Coa.ja 1923 0-6-0T snddletank
enrine Pfram the Mojave horthern Cou; a 1923 ¥
enrine and a 1929 2-8~2T sadllgtank enrine,hoth from the
faoresa~Yucy fig Corporation,

-

PoRMA'S CuACH 576 - 4 "modernt zad"

former
Union Pacific coach. Now used for museum excursions,

heavyweicht

) Sk
PSRMA'S SHAY #3 - Donated by the Georgia-Pacific Co.,ths
1923 vintage laco in excellent mechanieal shapeis stpam-
ed up for membar operation during the YeAT,

In additien to the motive power the museum own

of railroad equlpment includ1;g & Santa Mnr;:nvgigzy
Tailbus,a former Union Pacifye Passenger coach.a woodeﬁ
S1ded boxear, twq vintape tank carg and twg ;ruas rod
flatears, Gther 1temy such as depot Sipna lanterns,

bacrnge cartg 1
PLUS fiume rous rolated TAllroad jte
¥eitiog for digplay in the museum, ne mre

SSRMA'S #11 — Lutest acquisition from tis Georgia-Pacific
Co.xs this 1929 saddletank a1l-burner which vill be op-
eratione] after minor repairs fo the hoiler,

PoliMA 158 an active group. Yearly events include periode-
1ical steam—ups of the operating locomotives and the
trainine of members in overating the equipment. Monthly
board meetings plua quarterly general membership mest.
1ngs are held. Kail excursiohs are held emch VEe&T using
musaUn equlnment or specially chartered cars or trains,
A railroad film fesatival 1s an annual event.,

Membership in PSRMA alse entitles the member to receive
& monthly newsletter which nnt only provides un to Aate

features high quality photorranhs and feature storiesis
well worth the nrice of membership,

Two classes of membership are availgble. The regular
membership 18 $10 a year and includes all privileges,the
monthly newsletter plug the right to vote and hold office.
The contributing membership at $3 a year 13 1dentical to
the regular with the exception of voting and office hol-
dine rights. All members are eligible to particinate 1in
the equipment operating classes held during the year.

1f you are interested 1a trains of any form or powar, If
You want to hecome 1nvolved in an  active group., Then
PSRMA 13 designed for you vwhatever your interests. From
clerks to steam mechanics,we can use everybody, Why not
Joln today aad be eligible to participate in this years
activities?
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PSRMA'S #10 - Former &£. J, Lavene Co. 1923 saddle—tank

c¢cal burning enpineg in eperating condition 1s1m storage
at the Urance Empire Trelley “useum in Perris,California,
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SAN DIEGO,

CALIFORNIA May, 1970

PUERTO PENASCO -~ On the Gulf of California, the village
13 headqrarters for both commercaal and snort fishing.

NILES FROM K. P.

MEXICALI  STATION REMARKE
0.00 Mexicall Line from the Internationsl Border past the

atation to Pawcualites is the old "Inter-Cal"

5.59 Pascualiton Former junction of FSBC and tha Inter-Cal,

Paeeualitos 18 n maintenance-gf~wey facility

17,40 Cerro Prieto

18.02 Caral Crossing

25,17 Delta

32,31 Victoris Look to your lefti. It's a numint town

1;.49 - - = = Curve to left, then right for pictures

36.04 Rio Colorsdo Colerads River ane—lane rail-hishway bridge

41.07 Coahuile Harkst town - inclu?ed on whort trips am a
stop

42.87 Baja~California State Line

44,4% Riito Short excursions turn bach here

63,2 El Bactor Ratlroad vhistle atop

80.30 Kilom, 121 Railrond facility

85.07 Sanchez Islas Railroad fmcility

? The Crosaes No station, but crosses bewide right—of-way

mark the graves of surveyors who last thear
lives during construction of the railromd

93.07 Torres B. Railrosd Pacility

113,97 Lopez Collmda Railrosd Facilaity

113,86 Gustavo Sotelo Railroad Facility

153.46 Pusrto Penascop Passengere will disembark st the station mnd

board busses for s mhort ride to the town

EXCURSION
EDITION

Por more than 67 yaars, the crusl and forbidding Altar
Desert had prevented man from establishing vitel linas
of land communicetion between the Territories af Bajs
Califarnia ani the Interior of the Republic of Mexico.
Not until the advent of the diesel-electric locomotive
would the building of such a railroad be practical and
air conditioning to make the journey fairly comfortable.

On April 7, 1948, Mexican President Migual Aleman drove
the final apike +to complete the 325-mile Sonora-Haja
Californis Railroad to join Mexicali via Puerto Penasesn
to Benjeamin Hill, the northern terminus of Mexiean rail
traffic.For the first time the veninsula of Baja Calif-
ornim was united directlylyrail with the national net—
vorks The building of the Ferrocaril Sonora—Baja Calif-
ornila Hailroad, the FSBC, was ne easv task.

In 1881-2, the first railroad was proposed from San Th-
sgo via Tijuana, Port Isabel in the state of Sonora, a-
cross the Altar Nesert to a connection with the Sonora
Railway, which the Santa Fe was building north from Guay-
amas. This ovlan died on naper.

Pirst rai1ls were laid 1n 1887 when an Enpglish Cornoratien

the Mexico Land and Coronization Company planned rail

lines from S8an Quintin,a Pacific Coast Harbor about 195
miles south of San Miego, to San Felipe on the Gulf of
California; to Tijvuana and San Diego and to Yuma, The
Peninsular Hailroad was actually built for about 18 mi-
les from San {uintin i1n 1892, There the railroad ended.

Then came & bold plan of the California Development Co,
to irrigate the valley south of the Salton Sink in Cal=-
1fornia with Coloredo River water and the Imperiml Val-
ley came 1nto beine with i1rrisation in mid=19C1. Towns
sprang up, Calexico and Mexicali, among others. Thia
caused the i1mportance of the northern nart of Baje Cal=-
ifornia to increase.

E. H, Harriman, President of tne Southern Pacific Co.,

sensed the future value of the valley and a rail connec-
tion was built from 0ld Beach,now Miland, junetion with

the main line between Los Angeles and Yuma to Calexico,.

Reguler service began on June 29,1904. In December 199%,
the Southern Pacifie placed a box car ona side track at

El Centro to be used as a station,

In the meantime, the San Diego and Arizona Eastern rail-
road had been formed by San Diegan John D.Spreckels and
E, H, Harriman {0 build from San Diego via Tijuana,Campo
Carriso Gorge,; El Centro, Mexicali to Yuma. However the
SP organized the"Campania del FPerrocarril Inter—Calif-
ornia” end constiructed the railroad from Mexicali vis
Pascualitos to Algodones, Baja Californim., There the
track crossed back into the United States with an
extension to the SP main line. Completed in 1909, this
road formed & more direct route for shipments from Mex—
icali Valley tv points on the Mexican mainland but round
about via Tuscon and hogales or E)l Paso. This relisved
the SD&AE from building from Bl Bentro to Yuwa. The SD&
AE opened Necember 1st,1919, providine service from San
Diego and the Tijuane area to cities in the interior of
Mexico,

A saries of revolutions broke out in 1910 and A new re—

vime took over, In 1917 the construction of hirhwavs

from Ensenade to Tijuanm and to Mexicali and & railroad

from Pascualitos, the junction point with the Inter—Cal-
ifornia Heilway to San Felipe, on the pulf, connecting

with the steamer lines.



