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San Diegs, 1963
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HAYE YOU SERN TAEM? Long strings of modern
coverad hopper cars, bringing many added
tons te the San Diege water front via thg
steel flanged wheel on Santa Fo & S.D.24.E.

In July and August the railvoads moved
approximately 4,500 tons of alfalfa pellots
to the port terminal and about 37,500 tons of
potash from New Maxico mines to the waiting
ships, The Alfalfa pellets travel west from
the Imperial Vslley via San Diego and Arizona
Eastern (S.P.), and the bulk of the potash is
hauled in by Senta Fe, Some potash from the
mines at Trona, California has come in via
the S.D.&A.E. as well as Santa Fe.

A1l tonnagae to the port facilities is
not for export as there are many carloadings
of lumber and plywood coming into the port
and leaving via the two local railroads.

: Currently some 11,800 tons of potash is
being loaded for export by ship to Japan. A
good amount of cotton is also finding the way
to forelgn ports via S.D.&A.E. rail service
from the Imperizl Valley to our harbor.

Potash is used for agriculture s&s fert-
ilizer. Currently the potash loading at the
port is one of the largest exports for the
Tenth Avenue Terminal. The new bulk loader 1s
responsible for this. Cotton was once the big
item across the docks but potash and pellets
are taking over.

The bulk loading facilities at the port
are designed to handle 2,000 tons psr hour.
Prior to the installatmon of the $2.8 million
dollar bulk loader, the capacity uas & mere
150 tons per hour. Much of the potash that
formerly wae ship loaded at Los Angeles 1s
now finding its way to San Disgo.
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Regular meeting place: Upstairs in the
Senta Fe Raillwey Stotion, 1050 Kettner
Povlevard at Froadwsay, San Diegc.

Nominations commitiss will present

names 1964 effiensrs election. If you
wish 1o nowinate a candidaie from the
floor e gure to heve his or her aparoval

- before you submii the name.

Discussion: Should ws buy soxe land?i?

Program: Chatrles "Toummy" Meon will pre-
sent ecar 54 story. When we first obtainad
the ecar and progress sinca that time.
Color movies of the various movss of car
54, our wonderful oid trolley car.

Bring a friend??? SURE!! Open to the
public, ALWAYS,

Raefreshzents. .. o SURE, the ususl extra
good kind like we always have, thanks to
Radys Skeen aind her helpers.

?? This all takes place on MONDAY,
B BER bth, 1963 = 7:30 to 10:30 P.Mo
RoHoS.0fS.D. mesting place and tiwecoccoo
First Monday of the month, Santa Fe Ry.
stationD up in ye olds Safety Room,
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'NO SAVING THAT WOODEYN OBSERVATION CAR,

SORRY, BUT IT WAS T0 LATE, THE INTERIOR OF
THE CAR HAD BEEN TORN QUT.{Soe pags Threa)
R R R LR
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Published monthly by the Rallway Historical
Society of San Niego, Inc. (A non-profit org=
anization) P.0. Fox 9351, Sam Dlego, Calliornla
Zip codaﬂnn-un921 09a

Sand news items to the editor, Corky
Thomson, not later than tho 20th of wonth.
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PERILS OF CARRISO

Flash floods, torrents of raln and the
clash of lightning over the Laguns Movntains
recently ralsed the very dovil with the high-
ways through ovr east county avea. Eut not 2ll
wag highway damage, these thunder showers and
typlcal desgert flash floods hii railroads to0.

On Saturday, Octobsy 19th the westhound
San Dlego and Axrlgzoma PFastorn freight tralns
was dragging vp into Carriso Corgs from the
lou deszri country, the 8avriso lash had scon
a goodiy share of wmoisturs, ralns had fallea
all through the eastern portion of the county
and flash floods had made a woss of rosde. 43
the SoD.&A.E. train labored up the grads with
full tonaage btehind the diesal locomotives, 1t
lest speed. The engineer had her wide op2n but
his locomotive failed to respond and slowed Lo
a h2lt, Fifteen cars wers dragging along on
cross ties rather than steol raila. H

Fortunately the derailment pulled in on
a curve against the hill rather than pull off
on ths gorge gida. The deraliment happened
near tunnel number twenty.

Cause of the accldent may hswve been a cex
of alfalfa pelliets improperly loaded, with the
bulk of the lead to one side of ths car, This
car is bsllaved to have just laid over on the |
curve and started tha chain roastion of mors
cars folloving, Ue have been told a good por-
tion of the derallsd care were "heavies" with
pellets or potash.

One car reguired 26 hours to get 1t back |
on the tracks. No through trains wers run on
the S.D.&A.E. from Saturdsy wntil Wednesday.
The service was strictly, "Local Service" to
El Cajon, La Mesa and local areas.

When service was resurod the railroad did
quite a job in bringing in the late freight.

Wo wera told that thrse trains made the trip
on tho first day of resumed servico. A big dls.
play of S.P. powsr could bs seen on Thorstey,
October 24th. It locked like a main line loco-
motive service point, big S.P. dissels all over
the placa. The Thareday eastbound freight had
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' & "units on the point}
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rOTASHE  {continved from page ona@s )

The potesh is mined by several large
companies In Newr Hoxico. Fotash alzo comas
from Trena, Califsrmia, btut pressatly the
ratos malte 3¢ wmore desirabla to ship it to
the los fngeles port alibougn zome hoppars
do come to San Dicgo from Trona. The new
mine at Moab, Utah wili alszo chip to San
Mego when it is fully in operatlon.

Ratas govern itne Trona sihipments. The
mining area is near Ieath Valley, lesa than
150 wlles from 1os Angeles, yot it costs
8 conts per hundred pounds more to sbip 1t
to 3an Diego. Stops are bhaing talen to make
it mere equal for the Sen Dlego port. The
rate from New Mozico iz the same for the two
paris,

Fotash alons hos wade the new bulk loade
ing ayeten worth the inlilal cost of bullding. .
Potash alone will not bs the only item o
kaep the tulls loader in actlen as it nas baen
dogsigned to hendls alfalfa pallets {which are
baing shipped vagulorly) and such items as
flaxgeed and ircn orec. Tho port ostilmates a

ar from potash operations. It
expects to handle 30,000 to 49,000 tons per
zenthe

The potash le carrisd in covered hopper
carg and is vnleaded theough the btottcm of
the caxrp Into the hig Pumels which fesd the
conveyor bslis, Urer the pits it is carvied
up to overhead holis and out o the dock. A
largs mechanlcal wmonster knowa as a trimmer,
dumpg the potash inio the hold of the ship
and shoots the meterial everdy into 21l corne
ers of the ship for balanced loading.

Potash is minsed similarly to ceal and is
found at sbout the 1,000 foot level. The
New Hexdco mines diel it in rock-like loyers
and nindng is quite c¢lean cue to ths lack of
duat in the aluing opsraiion.

Here in Callfornia the Trona potash is

found in ths brine deposits.
The potash is »mun through cortailn graders
to clean 1t of impurltiscs and raeady it for

actugl commercisal noas.

New Meoxico mines produce nearly 90 per-

cont of all poteash nlned in the United States.
1o bulk of tha shipmenis from San DMego are
gent to Japan for szyicultural uwase,

Potash meang 2 1ot to the seonomy of the
pert hore In fan Fegn. ffalfa peliets and
cotton ara big too, Toil e may =9z iron ora
shipped from Son Dlegoy if & market for such
1s foundo The bnarvel roll deviee for unload-
Gaon tov hoppors oy gondola ear may be used
regularly 1€ this comos about.
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SoP, OBSERVATION CAR

The old
We are told.
try and save
car, we f{ind
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D et sk £
wooden ear 1s not worth buying
After a sudden erash program to
this fine old truss rod, oosen end
the baautiful interior has bsen
torn outo. Xt 45 nothing bwt a shall, not the
fine old car ve had hoped to sava.

Wallly Inthle went to inspuct the car and
was greatly diseppointed to f£ind it nothing
1iko it had been. AL of the Tine inlay and
nahogeny were gone, partitlons tern ovt, eic.

My money collocted thus far to pave the
2ar will be returned to the donor if requested
and if no ona spsaks up, the small awcunt we
had raised will be placed in the Egqulprent
Fund which we have for this tyope of thing. IT
no one wlshes thelr doaatlion back, they can bs
sure it will still be used for a good causa.
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Should the =ociety buy some mwuseun laond?
Its getting late, land 1s getting harder to
find 211 the time. Conslder: a few acres of
lend on the Santa Fe rignht of way up around
Vista, San Marcos or Escondido.

Our membzr in Vista, Mr. Pollard, has =
dandy little steam locomotlve and is bulldiug
passengar cars. -Where can this bz sat uvp and
put to a good use? Thls equipment is ready,

it needs a homs, it should hs run and cnjoyed.
Anyone with any goed ideas let us knotw.
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PRIVATE CARS 0

The big marsoon "Cyrus K. Holliday" was in
service to Los #ngeles for a group going to thz
beseball game last month. This car-is always an
impresslve sight on the rear of the Saanta Fe
San Diegan® strsamliners.

The big blue and white M,P. privaie car is
in ths Santa Fe sghops for painting. It will be
a solid blue when repainted and ecarry the samo
nunber, less the M.Po Namec... HUMBER i1,

The old Harriman coach which was sold to
young member Jonathon Saap was put to the scrap
dealers torch some time back. Jon moved from
San Diepo to Hawaii and s6ld the car to a loeal
scrap company. Jt was cut up on the spot, right
on the spur track by the old Cudshy plant.
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4964 RAILROAD CALTNDARS READY  Got yours nows

Ssnd $1.25 to Mt. Mabidoux Chapier, P.R.S.,

180 "J" St., San Pernardino, Calif. 22410.
(Calif. wesidents, add 4% taxs= 5¢ extra)
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WHATS HAPPENING LATELY???

The derailment on the S.D.&fi.F. made
for some changes in local motive powar with
tuo lone and forlern GP-8Ys astandiang around
for several days with no whers to go. These
tuo unlts stood idle for several days and
when the line was sgain open there was more
disgel power to be geen ¢ the S.0.&A-E. RR.
than orowably at any time in the history of
the line, Tisre were S.P. "goeps’, cabs, "8Y

: units all over the nplace.

The El Cajon=la Meas frelesht used a big
road switeher on Thuwsday, Oct. 24th with a
1little G.E, diesel im tow. The 5383 was on the
point, low hood to the rear, the 5119 was in
tow it not runnlng? Safety first? We figured
the 1itile diesel was there as a spare in case
the blg 5853 went on ths ground somgvhsere. Tne
1ittle dicgel cowld then pull the big ona back
on the traek. Thisz may not te the reason for
taking the 5119 alony but 1t is known that the
GP-7 and CP=Q pouer is a 1lttile hesavy for the
Bl Cajom linc, thers is s5tlll scme very light
rail out by Grogmment. Tae {railn was ten cars
in length, the rrebleme getting started ware
normat, Celag up the Commarcial Street grade
from 16th Strect e lavge semi-iruck and traller
were parked on the tracks. A stop was mads to
locate the driver and move ths rig. The trailier
hng up on the donr of the varshouse and that
caused wore delay. Bast of H0th Strest the cltey
had a water pipe crew digging ln the sirset,
all of the ecuipment was on the tracks, trucks,
comprossni', hoses, aic. After moving, the train

¢ h
continved on iis

4 nase move of diesel pruwer headed east
on Thurgday. Cur count may have been off btut it
das 9 or 10 vnits, geeps. cabs, "B units and
Hors geeps. Tvain was approsdmately L5 care.
This was to return the added power required to
bring exira treilas vest arter opening the line.

We heard of a2 recont westbound train on
the deasert slde of iha hill requiring some
extra power for the hill o they proupily sau
to bomwmwing one unli from the down hill easti-
bound train. RNothing wrong with that, the dls=
patehor and everyoune 2grecd it was the thing to
do. Latero...the locomotivo foveman in L.A., was
quite at a loss, cne of his dlosel locomotlives
was missingll He anpavently rolsed quite e fuss
over the disappearing locomotlye.

The supll of weathound feeight after the
derellment on Szivwdgy coussd a shortage of
vard tracks in fan Pisgo. The pori had a call
foom the SoDL.&A,T, 1o CPLIASE TAYY SOME CARSILE
One M,¥.C. bex car got accidantly pushed te far

on ohe GEliTesco. Thht over the dlrt bumpereceso

irhogneh the coo it e esomanr Pareall
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STEN LOCOIOTIVE. & 5021
Last word from the Redlvay & Ioconotive

Historigzl Socletys lo dates set for ths vory
much hoped for trims on SoPu, UoPo & Santa Feo

He repoat, thare is no dafinite dates or
actual agresmont by sny of the three wnajor ra
zorpanies to operata the blg Be10-2 type. A}
we can do is hopo for gn okay from the rails
voads to &ilow the 5021 to gperate.

The request 15 in the hands of a2ll thyree
rall lines, it is up to the top brass to glyve
the green light to the steam ex aursionso
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The Pacific Railroad ¢ ﬁciehy will operats
a speeial Southern Paeific excursicn train to

Pals Springs for a ride on the new aerial iram-

vay upnthe side of Mi. fan Jacinto.

The excursion will lsave Los Angeles at
8:30 A.M., return at 10:45 P.i., SUNDAT, N0V,
10th, 1963, S.P, ®Daylight" sgtreaamiined cars,

including the 3-upit diner=kitchen=lounge car.

Fare includas train, chartcr bus and the
ride o the 3,200 foot serlal tramway up ths
slope of lt. San Jacinto to the 8.516 foot lev-
elo. Aduit fare is $18.00, children $13.00,

Write: PACIFIC RATLROAD SOCIETY, Ince,
P.0. Box 5279, Metropolitan Staticn, Los Angele
es3, California, %0055,
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Painting and windous ave the items which

ars curreatly making cur old car 54 come to
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Tourlist operations on Sunday afternocons,
vhere ¢ise can you ride siroetcars these days
in this part of the coup*"J?

Workers, vicitors and donatlons are as
wgaeal needed at Ferris. Cash donations for
the tirucks from Toronto, {esdsr wire and the
RR statlon moving projoct are nseded. There
iz alzo nead for denatlons to the mater fund
and the new soptlc tank. Send a few $$55853 to
ORANGE TMPIRE Lﬁx¢&T MUSER,

v IN J..r,.

o

ORANGE EMPIRE TROLLJ fgﬂ]SLsI‘b

P00, Box 501,

PERRIS, CALIFORMIA, 9237C.
R T T S R T A e i e i T
EXCURSTONS : Your encursive divzcior has noil

wade ony definito rjans thig fall due to the
sorious illusss of his father since dly. On
Octobor 1st Yy, Thouson pagsed 2uay.

Corky and Fovbara Thomson wish to thank
evaryone for thelr ldundness and the many nlce
eardg. Thenks to Parle Swelne for the moment
of prayor at the last mastlng. It is difficult
w0 see a loved ons 111 and at tiipes rally and
apwear to be on the reoad to racovery, only to
Tinally slip eway forever.

Mro Thomson wes in his ssveniles and had
a full and hesithy 1life, oae of his last big
outings was on cur Hay 5th Escondido excursion.
Once again, for Herbave ond myself, thanks to
all of you for your thovghifviness.

Sceth L. Thomson
BRI IR S N T S A L ]
hue) VEZBER MERT] ’“C___ DTL"JE: Eﬁn t for get I1tccoaaoa

mondavg November %, 1963 ~ 7:30 P.M. at our
wstol meoting place, wpstalrs in the Sanig Fe
aiiway stolion in dovmtorn San Dlego. Why not
bviup a friend elong to the meeulng???

15.fe. {Next door to the Whaley House.)
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