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OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE PACIFIC SOT]THWEST RAILWAY MUSEUM ASSOCIATION

-OPERATING 
THE SAN DIEGO RAILROAD MUSEUM AND THE SD&A RAILWAY-

FIRST PASSENGER TRAIN IN CARRIZO GORGE SINCE
January 11, 1951. Shown here with San Di.eqo &

Imnerial Vallev Railroad GP-20 on the point,
this r.ias as far as the train could go. because

of a curve that was too tight for the cars to
'bend' around. Just ahead is Horseshoe
Curve', and a litt1e farther, the burned-out
Tunne1 #8, Photo'Richard Pennick
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MESSAGE f rom the DIBECTOB

PLans are now being finalized to begin
construction of the Museum's first display
building. Phase one wilI consist of a
building 100 feet wide and 180 feet 1ongi,
with the ability to expand the length to as
much as 400 feet as funds become available.
This building will be the ans\.rer to the
question asked b1t many of our non-nember
visitors: ItWhere is the Museum?tr This is
where you, the member, come in. We need your
support now, more than ever before. When we
needed ties to lay track, you supported Buy-
A-Tie; when we needed money to move the RPO
car, you gave. Now f must rrgo to the weIII
again.- We need thi-s new bgilding to store and
exhibit our growing collection, and reduce
the maintenance that weather causes to
equipnent stored outdoors. So I must ask you
to help us with as large a donation as you
can, to make this long held dream a reality.
Send your donations to the san Diego Railroad
Museum Building Fund, 287o - 4th Avenue,
Suite c, San Diego, cA 92103. In the next
issue of the'Report'I will have a floor
plan for phase I, perhaps even an artist's
elevation for you.

NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION

bY Dick Penaick, Eost

New members and prospective members mark your
calendars now foi thL next session of the NEw

MEMBER WELCoME & ORIENTATION, at our Research
Library in the Muir Elementary SchooI
Kinderfarten, 59th & Mohawk, San Diego.

The date is WEDNESDAy, May l-5th, at 7"30 PM'

The Kindergarten building fronts on Mohawk
about l"oo ieet west of 69th. The address is
5840 Mohawk street. Plenty of on-street
parking is available. Sessi-ons end at 9 PM'

If you've been a member of the tluseum for 6

nonths or less and have 'not yet rrtaken the
plungetr to get active, now's your chance to
iina-out whJt it's all about and how to join
in the fun (if you have been a member for
more than 5 months, you are welcome too
come one, come all).

For additional information, call Bobbie
Ringielsma, at the Museum office, 29L-92241
between LO AM and 4 PM, lreekdays-

LA MESA DEPOT NEWS
by uatgaret Barksala].e

F

IIBRARY NEWS
by Roy Pickering

Thanks to all who helped 1n the Library this
ti-me; WayDe Davis, Bruc6 Eemelsberger, Laura
Euery, Bob UnderhiLl, Ricb Borstadt, Randy
Houk, and Richard Diestel. Some of the things
that have been going on are filing of the
Richard V. Dodge slide collection in archivaL
sleeves; organization of the book collection
in preparation of cataloging; inpu-t of those
photos that are cataloged into a database;
sorting of magazines; filing of public
timetables; filing of the Museum 'Report'i
cataloging of the video tape col.lection;
instaLlation of IfV fitters in the overhead
lights; and the installation of a nrai-I box.

The Library now has an address "San Diego
Railroad Museum Libraryr', 6840 Mohawk Street,
San Diego, CA 92115.

We have found that the Library collection of
'Reports'is missing a few issues (numbers
52, 56,93 thru l-17, and 121. If you have any
of these issues please send them to the above
Library address or call Roy Pickering at 462-
3392 evenj-ngs.

Some of the things that the Library needs are
a large size projection screen, a computer
printer (IBM-compatible). Most of all we need
cash donations to purchase the many smal1
things that are needed to keep a Library
golng. Please nark any checks sent that they
are for the Library fund.

We are open Tuesday eveni.ngs, 7 PM to 10 PM,
and Saturdays, L0 AM to 4 PM, so stop by and
say hi, or help out.

In February we had a group called Clark
Brothers, J r,a Jo1la company, pay a visit'
The group spent the whole day in.1920 - l-93o
peri6d ios€u*"=. REAI,LY GREAT!l! The took
ihotographs in and around the Depot' Th:
tia"o -is tal1ed rrHeaven Is Not That Far Awayrr
and we are supposed to receive a copy rdhen it
is ready.

Another plea for help. Three hours on a
Saturday or Sunday. Once a month, twicq I
month.or whatever. We have a few folks that
do it once a month faithfully. Please join
us. Cal1 me at 464-0061.

Docents for Past few months:

Dan Botkin
Dorothy cotton
ilack Ebey
BilI lErans
ceorge Parish
Betty Teaghe

uargaret Collins
Itayne Davis
A1 Ellis
BiIl Niedrich
Russ Stockwell

A special thanks to Betty Teague and
Niedrich for last-minute call for help'

Bil]-
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PAINT CHIPPIN,
bY NolB f,ill, Headl Paint chiPPer

FGEX B-E-EEE-B: Steve Norris and myself
continue to work on our llluseum's wooden
refrigerator car- one half of the car's
=""ond side has now been stripped, sanded and

".i."i"a. A11 side doors are atso stripped'
il;;Jiz--"i tt" car has now been Paint
stripped.

SANTA FE 1303: The l'luseum's heavywgigl't
i;til*" EE E""t:-nues to be irnproved' A11 the
;;;-'';;d", sills have now been installed'
More metal repairs have been done by Dick
iilr"tit". Jid Earnirl, Paul B-ortel1e Bob
;;;;y; and charles ALban have all worked bn
this car.

U.P. CABOOSE: TED KORNWEIBET ANd FRANK STITES

"o"t:-t,.r" 
t" work on the car's interior' The

;;;;i; woodwork. is now complete' New halr
doors are now installed' Ken Faller' steve
Norris and myself have begun irnproving tl:
L..i" interio-r woodwork' several side wall
panels have been stripped and sanded'

Norm Hill and Steve Norris sanding and
priming the side of our wooden reefer at
Campo during February, l-990.

Photo- J. Rasmussen

Finally got a picture of another recently
acquired car, our 1j-vestock car, shown here
on Museum property at Campo, its new home.

Photo - Bitt lleidrich
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MEETING NOTICE
CALIFORNIA SOUTHERN RAILROAD TO BE EXPIORED

The Spring Quarterly Meeting wiIl be held
Friday evening, ltay 11, at the San Diego Gas
& Electric auditoriuu number two, in that
company's offices at First and Ash, downtown.

The 7 PM meeting will feature a presentation
by the Museum's Assistant Librarian, Bruce
semelsberger, on the rise and fal1 of the
California southern, san Diego's first
transcontinental railroad link to the East
before the turn of the century.

If you haven't attended a quarterly ureeting
before, this will be a good one to cbeck out.
Along with hearing the main speaker, you can
keep abreast of developments and plans for
the l"luseum facilities in La Mesa and at
campo. These include the new exhibits
building, our library facility which is now
open for business even though sti1I settling
into its new home, and the begj-nnings of the
Museum's new Exhibits Lab, for cataloging and
preparing the Museum's extensive holdings in
sma11 railroad material culture for study and
use in exhibits.
There are two brand-new Museum Departments,
Public Beuefit and Interpretation for you to
find out about. Maybe there is an activity
for you, if you have been thinking of
becoming an active volunteer helping to move
the Museum forward. If you are already
active, you may discover some new tasks to
challenge and reward you. Here,s an
opportunity to talk with your Museum officers
and make suggestions for its future growth.
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A DREAM COME TRUE

Edi-tor's Note: Steve Oualline is the editor
of the Museum's Hot Scoop, a monthly
newsletter that is sent to all active
volunteers (and anyone else that reguests).
In the latest issue (April 1990) he included
an article he wrote telling of his
impressions of what he saw at campo, and
later in Carrizo corge during the special
train ride March 3, l-990, and I felt it was
well worth repeating here for the enjoyrnent
of the rest of the Museum's membership.

A DREAU COT{E TRUE

by Steve oualliue

I am writing this aboard #254 on the way
the Carrizo Gorge. Most of my museum work
done in San Diego so I'm only able to get
to Campo about every six months or so. If
rpork at the museum every weekend, you see
small changes, but probably don't realize
they add up to make major improvements.

Steve oua11ine, typewriter in Iap, telling
about, his 'Dream Cbme True. Roy Pickering is
also enjoying the ride- A trestle between
tunnels }s ana #6 is seen in the background.

Photo-steven Fitch
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I noticed the first change as I drove into
the parking lot. No dust. The parking Iot is
paved. No longer will our guests ernerge from
their cars into a choking cloud of dust to
nake their way hacking and coughing over to
the depot so they can get a breath of fresh
air.
The biggest change I noticed was flush
toilets. It nay sound si1Iy, I judge a place
by the quality of the bathrooms. Far too many
organizations put the facilitj-es last on
their list of things to do. Sooner or later a
visitor will have a call of nature and have
to go. Being forced to use prinitive or dirty
facilities can turn a positive experience
.'into a negative one.

As I write this I realize that I have yet to
mention anything about tfiins. - 

Our
restoration and operations departments have
always done excellent jobs. It,s now expected
of them. It's a reflection on the nuseumrs
maturity that it has taken the tirne and
effort to take care of the non-train items.
Our leadership should be commended doing an
excellent job of balancing the needs of the
train fanatics with the needs of the museum
guests,

The carbarn has a new floor. There are more
cars in the yard. Aboard the Carrizo Gorge I
notice a najor change. It used to be just an
unrestored railroad car, dusty and dirty. The
parlor has been transformed into an exhibit
ha11 complete with artifacts, pictures and
other things depicting the history of this
grand old car. It stilt needs a Iot of work,
but our visitors can no$, appreciate how it
once rlas.

Barney has already told you how thj-s trip
came about. Di-ck Engle called us and expected
us to perform miracles. This reflects
positively on the operations and maintenance
departments. The rnuseum would not have been
ca11ed if it didn't have an excellent
reputation for reliable and safe operations.

It is noon no\,r. We have stopped in Jacumba for
lunch. It has been a nice trip. The car is
fi1led wtih people who work for the museum
and I've had a chance to talk with sorne of
the people I've written about in the Hot
Scoop.

They are uncoupling one of the engines. It
will foIlo\., us down the gorEJe, then couple on
and pull us back to Jacumba.

It's about 1:45 and we just reached the
gorge. It is a deep valIey. Rocks line it's
steep sides. The tracks run along the side
and you can get a spectacular view by looking
out the window over the sharp drop below.

We've just gone through a tunnel and come to
a stop just in front of one of the trestles
which Wa11y Barber has just rebuilt. There is
a short ribbon cutting ceremony and we are on
our way again.

It's about 2:00 and we've stopped. This is as
far as we can go, the 1509 Cafe car is
pinching the guard car. The curve is just too
tight to go on. It is about a L/2 mile from
the entrance to tunnel #e. IrIe were supposed
to go all the way to the entrance, but the
equipnent won't make it.
f walk down the tracks. They wind around the
mountain and across a sma1l vaI1ey. Behind rne
I can see a large round hole in the mountain.
Thj-s is the east end of tunnel +7. The west
end was completely covered up years ago by a
massive landslide.

Ahead I can see the entrance to tunnel #8. A
pile of rock blocks the entrance. Climbing up
I can see inside. Not, much to see, the light
does not go far. The top of the entrance is
black from the smoke from a tunnel fire.

Continued next page
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Jeanie Jones receives her Railfan of the Year
award from Executive Director Barney Barnj.er
during the Museum's L99O Annual Dinner-

Photo'tl .Doering

by Jeanie Jones

I would like to thank everyone at the Museum
- Staff, Members and Friends, for naking this
past year one of the happiest of my life.

I was caught so off guard at the Annual
Dinner, that I did not hear one single word
that Barney said until he called my name. You
are probably lucki.er than you know, as I
would have for sure had notes and dates on
the palm of both hands, and spent at least 30
minutes telling rny captive audience all about
John D. and the Carriso Gorse, whe€her they
were i"nterested or not.

That rrcharacteristic flawrr in my personality
has developed by leaps and bounds in the past
year. Dick Ruppert only asked me one time if
I would say a rrfer{rt words to the tourists. I
was off and running, when finally I saw him
in the back of the crowd using his finger -
so it seemed - to slice his throat! I just
took it to mean, don,t give so many dates,
and kept right on. After several more
"s1i.ces', he fina11y, very po1iteIy, said
excuse me Jeanie, but we are going to miss
the train, unless we run at a significant
pace. The word got around very quickly and
soon I began seeing this "litt1e signrt from
all the TRAfNMEN, so f cut rny rrli-tt1e speechrl
down from 45 minutes to 30. I still get a few
slices now and then, (more now than then) but
it gives me something to work on during the
week, while we are at home.

I am so lucky to have so many friends, but
without first my husband and all of you, it
would not have been possible for me to
receive the wonderful award of TTRAILFAN OF
THE YEARTT! To each and everyone of you, I
thank you from the bot.tom of. my heart! ! I

The solarium of #050, Carrizo Gorge, made
into a mini museurn of SD&A Railway history by
Jeanie Jones.

,Photo-H.Doering

InOrE 'DREAM'

you
the

Dick Engle 'deserves a great deal of the
credit for making this trip possible. It is
his job to run a railroad. Dealing with
crazy railfans is an added nuisance. Most
railroad executives would have said no and
forgotten us. His willingness to devote histime and energy to work with us has helped
make the museum what it is today.

He deserves a great deal of thanks. Ifwant to write hirn a thank you note,
address is;

Dick Engle
SD&IV
743 Irnperial Ave.
San Diego, CA 921_01

Please don,t call. please donrt go down tohis of f ice. _Please don, t do anything todisrupt the smooth running of the SD&IV.

A simple letter is enough.

When I joined the museum, running into the
corge was just a dream. I really didn,t thinkit would happen in ny lifetime. WeIl it
happened. It took a 1ot of hard work anddedication by a tot of people to make it
happen. True, there was some luck involved,but rt/e were ready with rolling stock and.staff to make use of the opportunity when it
came our hray. So the next time you see an o1dpiece of eguj.pnent that lookl like it is
impossible to fix, realize that we have donethe. impossible, and werre going to do it
agal_n.
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THE tITTtE ENGINE THAT CAN, DOES IT Att
by BiIl scbaeider

In the last 'Report's' article on our new 44-
ton ex-Navy diesel-electric, rnention was made
of our similar---but different---45-ton
centercab ex-Arny #7485. For the benefit of
our newer members, and even soxle long-time
ones, here's the fuII story of the Museum's
amazing and unbeli-evable trlittle engine that
couldrr...and did!...and can!...and does!

(Technically speaking, an rtenginerr (or two)
is what powers a locomotive, not the
locomotive itself. In practice, however,
people. often refer to locomotives as engines)

Built at General Electrj-c's Schenectady, NY
plant in L941 just prior to the US entry into
World war II, thj-s four-axle B-B centercab
with smal1, square end grilles has two
Curnmins HBI 600 diesel engines rated at l'50
hp each at L,800 rpn. Two of its axles have
G8733 traction motors, with power being
transmitted to the other two axles by means
of si-derods. classed as a 45-ton Industrial
Switcher, its actual weight could be
increased to as much as 5o tons by adding
ballast (usua11y heavier deck ptating), which
would increase its basic tracti-ve effort of
27,00O lbs. It has a three-chime Nathan horn
donated during its Museum ownership.

The locomotive spent the war at the Plum
Brook ordnance P1ant j-n Sandusky, Ohio, where
it was operated by the firm of B.B. Badger &

Sons. Then it was sent to the U.S. Army's

McClellan Field, northeast of sacranento, cA,
where it was painted black with ye1low trim
and numbered USA *7485. When the U.S. Air
Force became a separate service in L947, the
Field became McC1el1an Air Force Base and the
locomotive became USAF #748f, although it may
not have been repainted, possibly even
retaining its Army lettering.

In \969, #7485 was transferred back to the
Army and sent to the Department of Defense
maintenance facility at Hill Air Force Base
near Clearfield, Utah, just south of Ogden.
This facility was actually under the command
of the Army Depot at Tooele (pronounced rrToo-
ellarr), Utah, about 63 highway miles to the
southwest, and was operated by civilian
contactors (It was a Navy Supply Depot in
World War I1). USA +7485 was later placed in
storage at the National Rail Transportation
Group's RaiI Service Division storage yard,
also at Hill AFB.

In January, L972, the PSRMA sought to acguire
USA #7485, but Army regr-rlations at that time
prohibited its donation. The Navy had
different regulations, so with the assistance
of San Diego Congressman Bob Wilson and the
Departrnent of the Navy, #7485 was transferred
on paper to the Navy and immedi-ately donated
to the PSRMA in February, 1973. ft remained
at HilI AFB for four more years, as the
Museum had no place to store it nor need for
it yet.
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more 'LITTLE ENGINE'

Shipped by rai1, UsA #7485 arrived in
February, L977, at San Diego's Miramar Naval
Air Station, where it \rras stored,
rehabilitated, and used by Museum members.
Painted black and siLver and lettered
"Pacific Southwest Railway Museunrr, +7485 was
used in boxcar switching by the Navy in L978,
and later powered the Museum's first "Miramar
Chieftl excursions on base trackage.

The siderodder engaged in some unusual
service f rom 1981 to l-983, vrhen it was
equipped with special couplers and leased to
the Metropolitan Transit District Board to
move San Diego Trolley equipnent on its
initial south county line prior to
electrification. During this period its 4z
engine was burned up, and at the insistance
of Musuem nember Mike Reading, was totalJ.y
overhauled at MTDBs expense in 1983.

Back wi-th "the Museun, #7485 was placed behind
the Shay steam locomotive #f to assist in
pulling the Museum's equipnent from San
Ysidro to Campo on our ( f irst) rrGreat
Freightrron JuIy 30,1983: When the Shay
broke down 7.A miles south' of the border,
PSRM #7485---our only operable locomotive---
was ca1led on to pu1l all 18 pieces of
equipment, a few at a time, from Garcia
station in southeast Tijuana, to carnpo, a
distance of 41.8 miles. This it did in nine
round trips and a finat one-vray run over a
week-Iong periodl The dimunitive little
switcher earned its affectionate nickname of
rlThe Antt' by running over 794 nainline miles,
plus many more j-n switching, over old, unused

tracks in two countries. For half of those
rniles it hauled heavy loads, including
locomotives weighing up to l2O tons, up an
alrnost contj-nuous L/4* grade at about 6 mph
in the summer heat, and performi-ng far beyond
its designed capacity.

I vividly remember PSRM #7485's stacks
glowing cherry red and spouting columns of
fire in the darkness as she struggled slowly
up the grade from Garcia to Tecate that first
night with ex-UP heavyweights #4054 and #575
and sleeper I'Boco Grandetr in tow, nursed and
cajoled by a sweating, grirny, and deternined
engine crew that wouldn't give up and kept
her going. That spirited combination of
dedicated, ti.red, and inspired volunteer
Museum crews and an inddnitable locomotive
that didn't know it was overmatched conti-nued
for a week, wi-th neither quitti.ng.

The rrAntrr back at work, this time pulling a
work train to Miller Creek with workers,
tools and materials for the runaround.

Photo-L.Rose

The most dramatic event occurred when a
lightning-set brushfire raged within a few
feet of the tracks east of Matanuca just as
PSRM #7485 approached on a downhill run
around 1 AM, August 6th. The tough litt1e
engine and its gutsy crew of Roa Eyatt, Larry
Rose, and Shann Eriksen blasted through---and
somebody upstairs Yras watching! As they
started back up the hill at 2:3O AM with 1,08-
ton steam locomotive #104, its 28-ton tender,
and 55-ton GATX tank car #79923, a tremendous
thunder-and-lightning storm (unheard of in
this area in August) sent a torrent of rain
down, extinguishing the brushfire and cool-ing
down the locomotive as it crawled s1owly up
the hill with its heaviest train of the week.
A miracle, you say? Even the windshield
wipers worked perfectly!
Fittingly, PSRM #7485 was the first piece of
our equipment to roll onto the Museum grounds
on its own wheels---a1so under its own power!
Had this been the Soviet Uniln, it would have
been designated a rtHero Enginet'!

j

WHO AM I? Dusty, dented, unlettered, and
unnumbered---but not unloved---ex-Army #7485
takes a well-deserved break in the Museum
yards on April 13, 1990, after cornpleting its
work assignment in the Carriso corge with the
WaIter H. Barber Construction Companv. The
litt1e siaeroaa"r- i= pai"tea Ufact, witt
silver hood ends and vertical rails, red hood
stripes, and black and red diagonal stripes
on its deck sides and end plates-. tn its army
days it was black with yellow stripes and
lettering,. as see on ex-Army MRS-1 #1920 on
the adjacent track' photo-*.schneider
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more 'Little Engine'
Since then this Industrial Switcher
(trindustriousrr might be a better word) has
been living up to its title by regularly
switching cars and locomotives around at the
Museum. It has also been called out at times
for mainline service on Museum excursion and
work trains. Most recently, *7485 was used by
Board of Trustee member Watly Barberrs
construction company during its rebuilding
work in the Carriio corge, thus becoming
(with #1809) one of the first two Museun-
owned locomotives to enter the awesome gorge.

What new adventure awaits this doughty little
veteran? How about an rridentity crisisrr? Back
in L987, after it had been rehabilitated
again, it was repainted. But although it's
listed as part of the |tMuseumlr collection and
not on the sD&A demonstration railroad's
roster, it was not repainted in its former
Army colors, but in black, silver, and red
trim reminiscent of SP diesel-electrics. And
it still hasn't been relettered, or even had
its number apptied! mWho am I?t', it seems to
sdy, looking very forlorn and uncared for.
Conducting a tour of ttie restoration area
several months d9o, I referred to +7485 as
rt . . . the litt1e engine that coul-dtr . A young
boy in the group ca1Ied me on it: 'llsn't 'thelittle engine that could' a steam engine he
asked. rrYesrr, I replied, ttin the book it is,
but here at our Museum we love this litt1e
diesel-electric as much as if it were a steam
locornotive. It

That says it a1l---even if it doesn't have
its number to proudly tear.
Acknowledgement and special thanks for
information used in the preparation of this
article go to Museum members Larry Rose, P.
Al1en CopeIand, and BiII Niertrich. Thanks
guys---couldn't have done it without you.

Help Support The 'BEPOBT'-
Become a Sponsor

At present prices, it is going to cost our
Museum around $12rOOO this year to bring you
this newsletter. This includes the printing
itself, plus mailing and photo processing,
and is no smaIl financial consideration. As a
matter-of-fact it represents about 308 of the
amount of money lle are presently short of in
putting up the new Display Building at CamPo.

We ni11 not make any 'adjustments' in present
publishing policies that would affect the
guatity of the publication - if anything we
will continue to try to improve it any way we
can, including the use of color at some time
in the (hopefully-not-too-distant) future.

Do you ov/n your own business? or, do you work
for a company that night like to see its name
appear in our 'Report'? In either case, we
are looking for Companies and corporations to
sponsor each issue of our 'Report'. Two
thousand dollars would defrey the cost of one
issue. For his donation, the donor would have
a display advertisernent in that issue, and be
identified as the sponsor of that issue.

Format is still being considered, but it
would in most instances be canera-ready
artwork supplied by the donor.

If you own your own business you already know
what our'Report'looks like. on the other
hand, if you are going to talk to your
ernployer, you nay want a few extra copies to
use for 'bait'. Call me and I'11 send thern to
you (f,arry Doering, 465-726L evenings). Also,
if you are asked, our newsletter is maileC to
over 1,600 households bi-monthly, mostly
within san Diego County. Considering that
other farnily nembers probably read it as
we1I, actual readership is probably at least
double that figure.

Please give this sorne thought before the next
'Report'goes to press, and if you arej.nterested, leave a message with Bobbie
Ring:ersma, our Office Manaqer, at 29L-922O.

#7485 seems dwarfed by SD&AE #L04, as it
pul1s into the campo Depot area foLlowing its
1ong, slow trip up the hill from Garcia, one
of many trips made during Great Freight II.

hoto-L.Rose

Late News on the 'GOBGE'
by Charles Alban

Dick Engle, General Manag:er of the San Dieqo
& fmperial Vallev Railroad, says that a
settlement has been reached with the
insurance companies for Tunnel 8. Tunnel l_6
has al-ready been settled. Morrison-Knudson,
who are Iike1y to get the contract for the
reconstruction, estimate that it will take
them 10 to L5 months to cornplete the work. An
eleven-car train will be reguired for all the
contractor's equiprnent, and a spur wiJ_1 be
laid in the corge near Tunnel 7 to
accommodate this eguipment.
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MAINTENANCE of WAY

by irames RasmusgeD, Roadnaster

These past two months have been productive
ones with reconstruction of the east end of
our Museum main track, overhaul of the A-5
motor car. and the sorting of track hardware
in the trback-40rr.

The enthusiasm of those working on track has
been cverwhelrning. We're talking about o1d
members as well as ne\r, including those from
the Freedom Ranch and the McCain Va1lev
Prison, who volunteer their time on Tuesdays-

To begin with, all 50-pound rail on the east
end of the Museum main was pulled upr-ties
and all,-to be relaid in 9O-pound rail. Earl-y
Sunday morning following the Carrizo Gorge
trip, Bob llaney commenced pulling spikes and
was later joined by l{ike Reneau, Ray
Lethbridge, Paul Bortell, and ilack O'Lexey on
the forklift. Chris teenkaecht and Dave
Boerner joined in after completing a
surfacing job out on the mainline. Dave
Slater, Conductor, arrived on site after his
last train puIled in and operated the second
forklift as we stacked ties and noved rail
and hardware until well into dark that
evening. This all cleared the way for the
grader to level off the site later in the
week.

A few weeks later, Track Foreman Paul
I{estover, raLlied the troups in the
construction of the new track which will lead
to the east switch, tying back into the
mainline, giving us a second entrance into
our Museum yard. one hundred fifty feet of
this project lras conpleted in time for
switching out rolJ.ing stock used in the
Japanese TV commercial. Those who have worked
hardest so far on this arei Paul Westover,
Kelly llurphy, PauI Bortelli Ouaue teal, Bob
anderson, Terry Durkin, Etl DueIi.ng, Ray
Lethbridge, Dave Boerner, Chris Leenknecbt,
Larrence Leenknecbt, ilames LundquLst, and .fiu
Eauill directing the Eedgn Ranch and McCain
Valley Prison volunteers on Tuesdays.

I{e'd especially like to recognize and thank
our friends from cameron corners, the
uccuffiesi Troy, chuck and if.n€sr for the
donation of their time and eguipment (skip
loader and dqmp truck) which they used to
ballast our new track. They arrived first
thing Sunday morn5.ng, March 25th, forfeiting
a paying job in Lakeside, to work for us.
Their service was invaluable. Itle couldn't
have done it without them.

Newly appointed Motor Car Poreman, Chris
Leenknecbt, and Dave BoerDer have reassembled
the engine on the A-5. An all new electrical
system is being engineered by nike Reneau and
irohu uercer. Though originally a 6-volt
system, it is being converted to L2 volts
because it wilt be in continuous use for
maintenance of way (a11 6-volt eguiprnent is
being preserved for the day the car is taken
out of service and converted back into a
l.luseum piece)

FinaIly, we in the Track Department would
like tL'extend our most sj-ncere gratitude to
Don sanborn for aII he has done for us' His
!enerosity, kindness and dedication are
irnmeasurable. Few will rniss.him more than we

*iif . Best wishes to you and l'{axine in your
new home in Arizona. God Bless You and Happv
Rails to vou! ! !

Anyone interested in helping with track work
sh-ould contact ilim Rasmussen at 112-OLO2'
Track work schedules for Apri1, MaY and June,
are available also fron Jim-

our newest acquisition, a Railroad Post
office car, is unloaded at camPo. PauL
GoLdstein BgE-bg, which has done rnany hauls
for us in the past, went back to Houston,
Texas, and brought the car to CamPo.

?

L

I

Unloading was accomplished using our ex-Navy
self-propelled railioad crane, with Vern Cook
at the controls. our crane's most recent work
was during the trestle replacement in Carrizo
Gofge Photos - Al' Keevil
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TRACKWORK PHOTO PAGE Photos - Jim Rasmussen

Track Foreman Paul westover, 1eft, supervises
construction of new track to the east switch'
Helping are Ray Lethbridge, Chris Leenl<necht,
Larience LeenkDecht, and Xelly Uurphy.

Troy uccuffie donated his loader and labor to
ballast our new track early Sunday morning.

Don sanborn asks Dave slater rrAre you sure
you are gualifi-ed to run this?!t, while Jack
6,Lexey Jperates the other forkli'ft, pulling
up and stacking o1d ties.

chris Leenknecht, and Dave BoslDe! surfacing
track the old-fashioned way, at I.IP 71.35.

l{ike ReDeau, Ray Lethbridge, Dave Boeraer,
Chris Leenknecht and PauI Bortell pulling up
6O-pound rai-I at the east end of the Museum
mainline, to be reconstructed in gO-pound.

!:,

Duane LeaI talking
the construction
Museuft mainline.

down at those sPikes in
of the east end of the

10

vr'/

/"

awl :w ;
;7-@..; w:uW

,+tfrni

ffi



*/

BUY A TIE MAKES TRACKS
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Several more,PauI Bunyon Toothpicks, have
been added to the stockpile this month as
noted on the chart above.

Need a Father's Day gift. srrggestion? Buy Dad
a 'tie'; not the usual one he probably
woul.dn't wear to a pit bull,s funeral, but
somethi-ng much more useful, more practical.
Ihey only cost $l-5 each, one size fits all,

Buy Dad A 'TIE' For Father's Day

)

:-, 1'-.-1

Father's Day is getting close now, June l-7th
to be exact, so get your order in today while
supplies last (Dads are allowed to buy ti-esfor themselves too).

i
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and you don,t even have to go to the store.
Just send $15 for each gift tie desired to
the Museum's business office, and werll_ do
the rest.
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RAILFAIR - ,91

(The following is a reprint of an article
from the CaLifornia State Railroad Museumts
new publication, &-!!E.ai! News '91, First
Edition 1990. )

Railfair r91 - A craDd Exposition

RaiLfair r91 will be the greatest gathering
of significant railroad equipment of the
modern era, a showcase for both the history
and the future of the railroad industry,

, placed in the setting of a grand exposition.
Comnemorating the tenth anniversary of the
California State Raitroad Museum with
pageantry and celebration built around a
venerable theme: Railroads ou Parade: The
Evolution of the Iron Norse, Railfair r91
will'be the definitive railroad event of the
second half of the 20th Century.

Railfair I 91 will take place in oId
Sacramento, California, May 3-12, 1991.
Dozens of preserved steam and diesel
locomotives, historic cars, and examples of
current and future railroad technologies will
be exhibited in and around the facilities of
the California State Railroad Museum.
Cornplimenting the equipment will be acres of
displays sponsored by railroad organizations.
Railfair r91 is intended to appeal to the
broadest possible audience - over a guarter
million visitors are expected - and will be a
tangible expression of the tradition and
significance of railroading.

This mammoth undertaking is supported by
representatives of the Museum, the Sacranento
communityr- western railroads and preservation
groups. Invitations have been sent to over 50
equipment owners and operators, and planning
is underway for exhi.bits, Erograms, public
activities, entertainment. and a grand
historical pageant. The goal of Railfair r91
is to ensure something for everyone, and that
each visitor leaves the event instilled with
a renewed appreciation for the vitality and
diversity of Arnericars railroads.
So, make your plans now to join us in 1991!
Railfair | 91, Sacramento, l.Iay 3-12, 1991.

Editor's Note: If You wish to
the Railfair r 91 N.ew,S., send
Canadian and International to:

subscribe to
S10 ($r: for

Railfair r91 News SubscriPtions
L11 rrltr Street
Sacramento, California 95814
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Licenses to Build Railroad Cars Granted uPor

The RidgYyay Patent Refrigerator Co. ttimited.l

1518 Chestlut Street,-PEIIAD!IPEIA.-713 & ?15 N. Itoad St'

ta!9ro

PITTSBURCH
LOCOMOTIYE AND CAR

WORKS,

PITTSBURGE, PA.
0ffice at Works, 396 Beaver Ave., Allegheny City, Pa.
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aecording to SPcci6cations' to Suit Pur.hascrs.
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ANNUAL DINNER

r couldn't believe it - ErLc SaDders,
speechless. Poor Eric; he thought he just
clrne to rub elbows with his urany friends and
railroad fanatics, and have a nice dinner,
but what happened? Our Executive Director,
Barney narai-i, dropped a Silver Spike Award
on hirn and absolutely tied his tongue in a
big knot. Nice touch, BarneY.

The event was our Museum's Annual Dinner,
held Saturday evening, March 17th at the
noliday Inn by Montgomery Field, and was
attended by over 1Oo nembers and guests-

The Silver Spike Award that Eric received is
relatively new and is a\.Iarded to menbers 'by
our Executive Director, for services and
dedication to our l{useum rr. . . above and
beyond...tt as the saying goes, and Eric was
recognized for the many years he has
dediCated to the preservation of railroading
J.n general, and to the recording of railroad
history within san Diego county in
particular.
Eric was one of the founders and writer of
the by-Iaws for the San Diego Railroad
Historical Society, (PSRI{A's predecessor)
then helped found, and wrote the by-laws for
the Pacific Southwest Railway l{useum, our
parent organization (Eric is one of only four
surviving charter members of PSRMA), and more
recently helped found and write by-Iaws for
the San Diego Electric Raitway Society.

other awards presented included Railfan of
the Decade to ilin Lundquist (this award was
for last )rear, but Jim was unable to attend) -

Jirn was recognized for his rnany and tireless
efforts to build what is guickly becorning the
finest railroad museum in the southwest
United States. The Railfan of the Dgde for
this year rras presented to a very surprised
and gracious oick trtclntyr€ ( our Metal
Magician), without whom our many bent, dented
or otherwise out-of-shape metal car parts
would still be bent, dented, or otherwise
out-of-shape. And saving the best for Last,
our Be!-LEeJl of the Year award was given to
Jeanne irones who has led the crusade (and the
restoration work as well) to restore one of
our nust cherished pieces of railroad rolling
stock, John D. Sprecktes'personal business
car, #05O, the Carrizo corge. In addition,
Jeanne has been like a second right hand to
our Office Manager, Bobbie Ringersna, i.n
helping with the seemingly insurnountable
workload that has inundated the ltuseum,s
business office since it was opened.

There are surely others that deserve awards
but those selected certainly represent the
cream of that crop - a most heartfelt thank
you, and a job well done, fron the Museumrs
membership, staff and board.

Let's Hear It For The NAVY!!!

by Bill Schueidler

In our story on the Museum's new 44-ton
locomotive, USN #65-0o608, in the last
'Report' issue, we thanked just about
everyone rrho helped obtain the locomotive or
information on it for the Museum, except the
biggest donor of a1l--Ehe United States Naw!

New Display Building Is A Go!
by charles llbaD

Staff has approved the expenditure of the
grant fron the State of California Parks and
Recreation Departnent on a nee, display
building/car barn. The building will. be
steel framed with steel cladding, 10O feet
wide by L80 feet long. It will be put up in
the lower yard area at Canpo.

This building wiIl provide sorely needed
display and storage 6pace for some of our
most valuable pieces of equipment. The wooden
cars currently stored in the existing
building will be moved to the new one,
freeing up space for maintenance and
restoration.

developed between our Museum and the SD&IV,
and the many instances of help given our
Museum by SD&IV that rnade possible many of
the seemingly irnpossible 'stunts' we have
pulled off over the past several years,
inctuding passenger trains to Jacumba,
numerous movements of rolling stock to Carnpo,
other special trains using SD&IV motive power
and completely volunteer SD&IV crews. Dick
then took us through an abbreviated but very
interesting history of railroading in San
Diego County, including slides, then added
a few items of interest about future plans,
including the reopening of carrizo Gorge.

our other speaker came down from Sacramento.
He lras Walter cray III, curator for the
California State Railroad l{useum. I{aIter
spoke nainly about the upconing Rail Fair, to
be held in Sacramento on the CSRM's TENTH
anniversary next year. He assured us that the
opening of the museum in 1981 would be
outdone by a magnitude of order. He tofd us
there would be at least 25 steam locomotives
on display under stean, and'nany would be put
into actual service in thb planned train
rides rather thanri...just sitting around
boiling water.rr Attendees wilI be abLe to
ride behind their favorite steam engine
during the Fair, which will run May 3-L2,
L991 in old Sacramento, site of the CSRM.

l.

We were fortunate to have not just one, but
TWO speakers on the dias that evening. First
lras Dick EugIe, Vice President and General
Manage.r of the San Dieqo and fmperial Valley
Railroad. In introducing uick, Barney Barnier
recognized the mutual friendship that has
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This is the same outfit that has given us
many of our hardest-working Denbers, a
self-propelled crane, two flatcars, two
heaqn'reight sightseeing cars, and many other
items as well as #65-00608. It was also thertoffic.ialI donor of our hard-working 45-ton
#7485! We apologize for -the oversight, and
give a big ttThank Youtr and salute to the U.S.
Navy for this terrific donation, which we
promise to make good use of.



CARRTZO GORGE PHOTO PAGE

Special train to cari.zo
what e1se, a photo runby,
Viaduct.

Photo-llarry Doering

Dick Engle, Vice President and ceneral
Manager of the San Diego ! Inperial Va11ey
RaiLroad, had the best 'seat' in the house,
but was more concerned with a safe operation
than with the scenery. This area vras just
north of Tunnel #5. photo-xarry Doerins

These are'before, and rafter, shots of
a burned-out tunnel. Unfortunately, this shot
representing ,before, is Tunnel #0.

Photo-Jim Rasmussen

One car \ras reserved for Museum workers. It
was by invitation on1y, with zero no-shows.
Needless to say, a good tirne was had by a1I.

photo-llarry Ooering

Gorge stopped for,
on the Campo Creek

our train approaches Tunnel #e. The two
trestles that were burned several years ago
and just recentty rebuilt by wa1ly Barber are
at the north exit of this tunnel.

Photo-Harry Doering

This is Tunnel #8, which should look more
like #5 in to to 12 months, as negotiations are
apparently completed with the insurance
company for repair' photo-steven Fitch
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CARRTZO GORGE PHOTO PAGE

Just north of Tunnel #A and across the
trestle repair area, railfans get their first
Iook at the awesome Carrizo Gorge.

Photo-Steven Fitch

Enroute to Carrizo Gorge, Ray Lethbridge
watches the high desert go by, probably
reminiscing of railroading days gone by.

Photo-SteYen f itch

on the way into Carrizo
approaches Tunnel #6.

corge, the train
Photo-Steven Fitch
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Having just left Tunnel. fl6, the train clinbs
out of Carrizo Gorge on its -*ay back to
Canpo. In spite of the train having to stop a
half-uile sooner than planned and passengers

having to hike if they
burned-out TunneI *8,
obviously had by all.

uanted to see the
a good tine was
Photo-Richard Pennick
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