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Repainted primer gray, Santa Maria Va11ey #gsits in the carbarn at Campo, awaiting the
next attempt to complete its 25-year
restoration. The boxy, hard-to-work-with

rrBeastrt challenges: I'Send your best workers--
f eat 'em up and burn ,em out! Nobodv
finishes me off !rl
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...from our Executive Director Santa Fe Station Display Space

,

by BaraeY Baruier

f have been asked by members on several
occasions rrHow can I have a say in what goes
on in the Museum?rr The anssrer, is to GET

INVOLVED. Now, that doesn't mean you have to
l ive at the I'Iuseum, or even be a
superintendent. what it does mean is that you
have to be witling to make a cornmitment of
your time to advance the particular cause or
project that you wish to have a say in. The
best way to get involved is to show up at
Campo, or wherever your project is and pitch
in. If you have ideas for something you feel
is a need at the Museum, see that Department
Superintendent and ask how YoU can accomplish
the task or project. If your project is a
rrGrand Plantr, Put your ideas on paper and
drop a note to the office and ask for tirne on
the agenda at the next staff meeting where
YoU can present your ideas to the people that
are able to help YoU make them happen. If you
have p1ans, ideas, or concerns about the
direction of the Museum, now is the time to
speak out. Staff will be doing an update on
the five-year plan soon, and wilI welcorne
YOUR input. A letter or even a note to me at
the office is all it takes for YOUR input to
be heard. Please don't be one of the trsilent
but unhappy". Remember, this is YOUR Museum,
and the Staff, Executive Director, and Board
of Trustees want to know what YOU want and
think. we are working for YOUR best interest
(This is also our best interest).

In the last issue of the Report I promised
you a drawing of the new exhibit building,
but I am unable to keep my word. We are
slightly bogged down in the regulatory
process, and must make some changes to
satisfy the bureaucrats. As soon as I have
the final layout, your Editor promised to
give it space in the very next issue.

By Dan uarnell
President, Board of Trustees

The Museum is drawing nearer to its long-terrn
goaL to join the City's other excellent
downtown transportation museums - the
Maritime, Aerospace, and Automotive, while at
the same time maintaining its operations base
at Campo. Initially focused on Ba1boa Park,
our quest has culminated in the recent
announcement issued by Santa Fe Pacific
Realty that it has extended to the Museum the
opportunity to locate a legitimate railway
history museum in San Diego's historic Santa
Fe Station.
Negotiations are sti11 underway and no final
arrangements have been agreed to. In this
regard, the Museum has engaged the services
of two architectural firms at Santa Fe's
request such that conceptual planning can
proceed.

Members will be pleased to learn that Mr.
tarry Rose (Iong-terrn Museum stalwart and
LIFE Member), of the architectural firm of
Delawie, Bretton & Wilkes, has graciously
accepted the task of working out space
planning utilization with Santa Fe. Mr.
Daniel Quan, of Daniel ouan Desiqn, San
Francisco, who is overseeing that city,s
cable car museum renovation, will be working
on exhibit design development. Mr. Quan is
al-so consultant to the Railroader's Museum in
Altoona, Pennsylvania, and the Horseshoe
Curve Visitors Center.

As negotiations proceed and information
becomes available, it will be disseminated to
the membership. Being better able to attract
new members and market Campo properly will be
only some of the benefits that will eventuate
when this proposal is brought to fruition.

$3o,oo0 construction loan from San Diego
Trust & Savings Bank.

Soils tests have been carried out for the new
building by Benton Engineerinq and the report
was received on June 13. The structuraL steel
drawings and design calculations have also
been received from western Buildino
Structures and these, together with the soils
report, have been forwarded to the civil
Engineer, Derek Ilott Associates for the
foundation design.

The foundation design is anticipated to take
2-3 weeks. When it is complete it and the
structural steeL plans will be forwarded to
the Countv Buildinq Department for plan check
and building permit issuance. This is
anticipated to take a further six weeks.

Upon receipt of the building permit, the
foundatj-ons will be put out to bid. The
foundations are anticipated to be complete by
rnid September, and the building erection
cornpleted by rnid to late october.

campo Display Building May Be Up By october

BY Charles Alban

The County Planning Department has authorized
a building of L6,ooo square feet on1y, so
staff has chosen a design 1OO feet wide by
l-60 feet long by 20 feet to the eaves with
center column-s, 1o contain four tracks. This
building will be expandable, allowing for
extensio-ns in the future as funds permit'

A contract has been signed with Western
Euildinq structures of Et Cajon for a Star
stEEr-Eui-rainq by x.N. Robertson, co.sting
$108,992, incfuaing sales tax and erection'

Total expenditures for this building are
estinated at $140, ooo, including the
structure, erection, soils test, foundation
design, foundations, grading, planning 1nd
building perrnits. rnitially the building will
not have ln electrical suppty or sprinklers'
The grant from the State of Califorlia
arnounls to $98,500 after administration
expenses. The balance of the funds will be
rnade up from the l-990 Facilities budget and a
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Around the Interpretation Department

By Rich Borstaclt

Business Meetiug. The monthly businessmeeting for the Interpretative DJpartrnent i-sat 7:0O PM on the last Friday of the month atthe Museum Library (69th ana Mohawk i-n La
Mesa) , ot, in the months of Mareh, June and
September (1ast month of each quarter) on the1.=i Saturday at 10 AM, at Campo in the
carbarn_ lounge. For the meetings at Campo,car pooling is suggested, normally departing
from the La Mesa Depot at 8:45 AM-. foitowin!the business meeting, a brief tour anddiscussion of the iunction of the newExhibits Lab together with a briefing on therole of the Railway post office lwith achance to examine our new R.p.o. cai; willround out the morning. For those wishing toparticipate, the afternoon will be devote-d toan interpreter,s exploration of Jacumba. Wewill take a field trip to that community toexpand our personal contacts in the town- andgather facts, anecdotes and a sense of theground. This is i-n preparation for }luseumvisitor interpretive acLivities for futureJacumba rail excursions. Any interested
Museum member is.r.relcome to join us in any ora1l- of these activities.
Research. The Museumrs ne$, Director ofResearch, Bruce Semelsberger, lead a fieldtrip into Temecula Canyon on Sunday, June3rd. The party, which included Dale piescott,
Bruce Coons, Charles Alban and OaviaScofield, was concluding an on-the-ground
historical survey of the northern part -of thecanyon, which was.the route of the CaliforniaSouthern, San Dieg:ors first transconEinenlEl
rail link in the 1ast century. An explorationinto another part of the canyon will bemounted with cooler weather i; the fal1.Contact Bruce if you would be interested inhelping man a metal detector on the fal1survey. you should be in good physica)-
condition, as the hiking can be strenuous.
La Mesa Depot. In the aftermath of anautomobile accident in which her husband,Leon r:Dickrr Barksdale, was seriously injured,Margaret is taking some time away fro-m the
Museum to aid in his recovery. we r.risfr him aspeedy one.

about the ti-me you read this. Renewed
activity on the interior restoration of the
caboose in the string at La Mesa is next on
his agenda. Many thanks for a super job,
Norm.

Interpretation In-Town Enrichmeut Briefings.
As part of an effort to improve access and
speed involvement of newly active members,
Dick Ruppert's Training Unit and the
Interpretation Department have come up with
some new in-town evening sessions for
Trainman/Tour Guide Trai-ning course credit.
The topics are such that old timers and
general members may wish to attend some of
them just for general information on
railroading and the lluseum's current
activities. They are held in the Library
(69th and Mohawk) at 7 PyL at the rate of
approxj-mately one per month. Please see the
fnterpretation Departmental Schedule below
for offerings over the next couple months, or
call the business office, Training Director
or Interpretation Superintentent for
schedule, as it has been set for the 1990
through June '9L period. Join Us and get
active, if you're not already

Exhibits Lab. This new faci-lity in the old
carbarn gift shop at campo is beginning
cataloging and preparation activities on the
Museum's small material culture collections,
in anticipati-on of expanded exhibits
development. If you have been storing sorne of
the Museum,s memorabilia, smalI tools and
assorted artifacts. . . or have items you'believe would make useful additions to our
study collections and/or exhibits and would
be interested in donating them, please
contact Rich Borstadt 447-3297 to work out
appropriate handling.

Needs. We are in need of a 4x5 view or press
camera for documentation and archive vrork and
a printer for the library,s DOS computer
(Epson FX courpatible dot mattrix or daisy
wheel). If you have either of these items
that you would be willing to donate to the
Museuu, call Roy rickering or Ricb Borstadt.

.fuly/Lugust ScheduIe. Library work days
continue to be Tuesday eveni-ngs and
Saturdays. ?he seasonrs foreign road
excursions to Mexico and Europe are listed
elsewhere in this issue of the Report.The dedicated staffers at the La Mesa Depot

Museum have been covering admirably.
Recognition and thanks for services rendered
in April and May are due to DaD Botkin,
l.{argaret Collins, Dorothy Cotton, WayDe
Davis, ilack Ebey, AI E1lis, Sill Nidedtricb,
George Parish, Ilelen Russell, Eric ganders,
and Russ Stockwell. Any schedule, security or
other problems...or questions about the Depot
operation should be directed to
Superintendent, Rich Borstaalt (447-3298)
while \^re are short a functioning La Mesa
Depot Museum Director.

Our Restoration Superintendent, Norm UiII,
himself recovering from a recent stay in the
hospital, has concluded some sprucing up of
the Depot, including a generaL scrub down and
new floor paint and sea1. Installation of new
window shades should wrap the refurbishment
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Thursday, July 12, 1990 e 7 pM

in the Museum Library

Enrichment briefing - An Introduction to
Railroad Motive Power, Robin Becker (stearn)

and Uike neadtiug (Diesel
Trainman/Guide Course Cred t

)
1

;Wednesday, July 18, 1990 e
in the Museum Library

PM

New Member Orientation
Dick pennick

Every member should have attended
or plan to attend one of these meetings.

(offered every other month, third Wednesday)

see more Interpretatiou-page 1b



Excursion Committee News

BY Ann lilcveagh

The spring trip to Puerto Penasco was enjoyed
by 3oo passengers on March 3l-. It was a cool
day, there was lots of shrinp to eat and many
trlvelers took the opportunity to bring some
home too.

The hard-working staff that goes down to
Mexicali on Friday and stays over on Sunday
to clean up and bring home the supplies,
deserve a Biq Thank You! They were; Rita
Cloud, Bill Groya, Nancy Uercer, ilack
orlJexeY, Norn EilI, I'tike Reading, caroeD and
Betty bonavon (who sell souvenirs during the
trip, and can seIl anything to anybody and
entertain them as they take their noney, a
special THANKS to them), CarI and Fran
Pfetziug (who always show up to staff all the
way from Buena Park), Andrea Hill and Bob
Collins, Rich Feiser (from Long Beach), Uary
rooBey, xathy Foote, Katie Wa1ker and our
ever faithful staffers and all around good
heIp, Bob and llargie Provost, who besides
their other duties, always have the trophy
made for the PITTS AWARD, given to the
staffer who experienced the most problems or
performed an outstanding feat of
staffmanship. Nancy Mercer and Rich Reiser
shared the award this year.

All of the staff does an outstanding job
dealing with all types of Passengers with
grace and good humor, cleaning up the cars
(and bathrooms) before the trip with such
enthusiasm and elbow grease that it boggles
the mind, considering the state some of the
cars are in when theY arrive from
Guadalaj ara.

When the clean-up is done it's time to go to
the border and pick up the passengers waiting
there. It is generally a nadhouse getting
people oh, in their seats, stow'i.ng their
coolers, Iunches and day packs, which is
accomplished by the time we return to the
station. Then they have to get the passengers
off the train again to go through the
imrnigration line. They have to help filL out
their tourist cards, check their proofs of
citizenship and try to get the ones through
that have forgotten to bring anything with
thern! once the trip is underway they must
collect the tickets, give instructions,
answer a battery of questions, point out the
sights, settle the unruly, and see that
everyone in their car has a good time.

At Puerto Penasco, they help the passengers
of f the train, head them i.n the right
directions for food, the beach, shrirnp and
shopping. Then they get a chance to rush off
and eat something themselves before the
return trip. This is always fun as the staff
usually go together to the same pJ-ace and has
an hilarious lunch and time to unwind a bit
before the trip back. Then it's time for
teaving and all of the above in reverse.

By the tirne we get back to the hotel or the
bus, hosts have their flock on board for the
journey back to San Diego. It's late and
everyone is tired. There's just enough energy

Ieft for all to go to the coffee shop for a
bite of dinner. On Sunday the trip directors
return to the station to clean the private
car and gather up all the supplies taken for
the trip. Then it's home to San Diego and a
brief respite before it is time to start
setting up for the next trip.
A very special Thanks and recognition should
go to Rita Cloud, who has been my right arm
now for more years than either of us care to
admit, getting these trips on the road. AIso
to Bill croya who started his Museum life as
a passenger, as did several others of the
staff, who were such help as passengers that
we recruited them as staff. It has worked out
very well. I think the Excursion staff is one
of the best groups in the Museum. Muchas
Gracias a Todo!

Our spring Copper Canyon trip was a success
despite setbacks on the way down when we lost
a day having the car checked for a hot wheel
bearing. Fortunately we were in ErnpaIme,
which has the extensive RR shops built in
1904 by Southern Pacific, and thus we had a
battery of mechanics to check the car white
the passengers toured Quaymas, a popular
resort area. After this delay the trip went
as usual-, swimmingly, with the worldrs best
passengers and travelers. This is an eleven
day trip into very rugged country, with
rustic accomodations. The staff is superb and
carries out a variety of duties, starting way
ahead for the trip.

The staff cooks the meaLs for three days of
the trip, when we are in Batopilas at the
bottorn of the canyon. That means shopping for
and packing all the food and ice before we
leave. The trip supplies are awesome and
include medicines, first aid equipment, a
generator, a library of material for the
passengers to read during the trip, gifts for
the people at the other end and supplies
donated for the school in Batopilas and other
places. Lanterns, cooking gear and anything
else we can think of goes alongi, including
our universal repair kit, duct tape and
baling wire.

The staff is the best, and they have to be;
Corrine Gallagher, world-traveIler, is an o1d
hand in Copper canyon, having many years of
experience iru the Creel area and the canyon.
She does all of the shopping and packing of
the meals that we takei BiIl croya banker by
trade andl fine railroad mechanic by
necessity, sees that we have lights, water,
diesel, -and that everything nins, and is
keeper of the universal repair kit.

Our newest staffer, Sally Anderson, who began
as a passenger, as did Bi1I, is our all
around live wire who helps on all fronts and
especially passenger services during the
trip. She is also the bus hostess for the
ride to the bottom of the canyon which is no
smal1 task in itself; and me, Arn McVeagh,
whose contri-bution is to make the
arrangements for the trip, process the
reservations and get materials out to the
passengers. I also deal wj.th all the

see more Excursions-page 15
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As I See It Preservation:

Or Is It Too Far Gone?

By Rene, Scheuerman

The last article about preserving the Jacumba
cars was thankfully not an ignored jeremaid:
Dick Penuick heads up the Jacumba car
Committee, assisted by cliff Peanick, wa1ly
Barber, BilJ. Niedrich, and Vern Cook.
Permission has been obtained from the MTDB
and SD&IV for the Museum to acguire these
cars, and a work party has removed a1l- the
rernaining metal and wood trim. Studies have
been made to move some or all of these cars
to Museum property. If interested in
attending future meetings on preserving these
historical and 1ocaI1y relevant cars (as we1-l
as the box car behind the Campo Depot) ,
contact Dick Pennick at 463-2276.

ceoffrey Scheuorman and I first started
restoring o1d automobiles for operation, and
we tend to apply the philosophy we used there
for railroad restoration as we1l. This tenet
is that 'nothing is so far gone that it
cannot be restored with enough time and
money'; the interest of the owner being the
third factor in the equation. For example, a
friend bought a 1-937 Maserati rolling
chassis, one of three built to run at the
Indianapolis 500. This rolling chassis has
only the chassis, axle, transaxle, and four
wheels, but he is having an engine block
cast, and a body made. Because of the rarity
of this car, and its historical value, he
feels the expenditure is worth it.
Locomotive & Railwav Preservation Magazine
recently had an article about a museurn that
acquired an EMD F-7 sheII, then cannibalized
mechanicals from a Cf-7. This is the auto
restoration concept of the rrparts cartr. To
draw a rail-road restoration paraIlel: IF a
car could be had inexpensively, and the cost
of transporting it to Campo were not be
excessive, we could take it for its trucks,
air brake parts and hardware, even if the
body were completely rusted. Class f
railroads often make crane tenders out of old
passenger cars that are too far gone. OId
diesel- locomotives, though, may cost more to
restore than the purchase price of a good,
running l-ocornotive ($30,000 and up) .

whi-Ie it is true that PSRMA/SDRM can't
preserve everything, -historical and
iegionally signiiicant candidates should not
be-autorniticiffy rejected because of poor
appearance or condition. Most of us hope that
s'omeaav everything the Museum owns will be
restorea and operational, but we will always
be getting more acquisitions before that
'som-eday' irrives. Hopefully, someone will
.trn. ftrward to adoPt a car. Even in
automobile restoration, replicas frequently
cost more than do restored originals.

Operations-First Quarter 1990

By Rene, Scheuerman

The first guarter of l_990 actually showed
fewer riders than the same peri-od in 1989
(3793 | compared to 4249) , although the tripsto Carriso Gorge and to Jacumba added about
500 more riders to the total. It may be tooearly to evaluate the impact of our newadvertising program, but kudos to Charles
Alban for placing ads for our Museun in
Locomotive & Railwav preservation magazine;
one nore step in putting SDRM in the major
leagues !

The big operations news in March, of course,
was the trip into Carriso Gorge. Although
some feel that it was an SD&IV functionrather than the Museum,s, SERIt-b"nef ittedfrom a percentage of the ticket sales, andsupplied the passenger cars. We also foundout that one curve was not negotiable by an80' car coupled to a 40' car. Future trips
may have to be with SD&A coaches which aie'71' long, and if they don,t work we may haveto locate a fleet of 60, Harriman carsexclusively for Carriso Gorge service.
The St. Patrick,s Day tri-p to Jacumba may beour last for a whi_Ie, as the Califoinia
Departnent of Forestry demands a defoliationof the entire right-of-way from Campo to
Jacumba. This also highlighes the dire needOperations has for speeder operators andcrews, so please call George Boggg at 7gg_4210, and volunteer during this especiallydry sumrner. Next year, when the line-is ope-n
to_ Plaster City, the SD&IV will probably doall track maintenance from Division east.Tlris year, however, the only SD&IV trafficwill be an l-1-car Morrison-Knudsen traj-n, andpossibly some rail cars futl of lupplies torebuild the tunnels. An agreement must be
reached NOW with the CDF, as ONE Jacurnba trip
can bring in as much revenue to all parts oithe Museum as a rnonth of Campo-to-Mi11er
Creek operations.

A1so, we should not forget the media coveraqeof these special trips that help us inestablishing a Museun in the classic sense inthe San Diego/Santa Fe Depot.

ffil]"'l ,.*"*.*"^--'**
459a Nebo Drive, La Mesa, Californra 920.11

EDITOR: Harry E. Doering
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Railbus Restoration Hits 'Quarter-Century' Mark

tr

By Bill Schneider

After 25 years of Museum ownership, the first
piece of rolling stock acquired by our Museum
--Santa Maria valley Railroad #9, a Railbus--
may possibly be nearly about to conceivably
enter what miqht be the final phase of its
long-sought restoration! ! !

If that sounds a bit cynical, keep in mind
that in November, 1965 the Report stated
that rr...car #9 ought to be in operating
condition six rnonths from now.rr The October,
tg66 issue reported the application of the
rr...fi-nal sbaler coat to the roof ,rr and the
August, l-967 Report told members that rr...the
Railbus has been painted orange with a silver
roof .tr Yet the work is stj-11 inconplete,

Why? The answer was best given in the March-
April, 1986 Report by Norrn Hil1, who wrote:
trThe bus...to the uninitiated, may seem like
a relatively easy restoration project. Wrong!
The remanufacturing of many long-lost parts
and extensj-ve body work make this a tough
project.rr Remember too, that our Museum must
set restoration priorities, and that our
volunteer workers also have their own
personal work preferences for their lirnited
tirne. Difficulties in obtaining parts, lack
of funds, and the need to concentrate on
other projects has delayed--but has not
ended--the Raj-Ibus restoration. Now, once
again, there seems to be tt...light at the end
of the tunnel ,t'---we hope!

Santa Maria Va1ley #S is a type A-2332A
Rail-bus built by Fairmont Railwav Motors,
fnc., based on Fairmont's A-6 model 233A
utility railcoach design. It was built in
Fairmont, Minnesota, in 1,932 as builder's
#137425. The boxy 2O-gage steel body with
arch-type roof was build by Eckland'Brothers
companv of Mj-nneapolis as their #829. The
Railbus is 15 feet long and weighs 6,000
poinds. It has a 4-cylinder 40-hp Ford Model
A gasoline engine (#AA3383663), a 94-L/2r
wheelbase, Rincrwald-Bower axle bearings, four
7/L6u x 2orr demountable wheels, and six coil
springs---two above the front axle and four
above the rear ax1e. The Ford AA truck
transmissj-on has four forward speeds and a
two-speed giearbox on the rear end. For
flexibility, the car has a center-nounted
jack on which it can be raised and turned
around quickly to elirninate wyeing. It has
single doors on each side (forward) and a
double door at the rear.

Designed to carry twelve passengers on two
six-seat padded benches mounted along its
side we1ls, plus an operator in a single
seat, this Railbus was later rnodified to
carry only seven in forward-facing seats. It
was purchased by the Santa Marj-a Va1ley
Railroad mainly for mail and express service,
and an iron safe was placed in the car. The
safe was so heavy that if it was not in the
center of the car when the Railbus was turned
on its jack screw, there was danger of the
car toppling over!

SMV #9's smalI 4-cylinder, 40 hp engine
doesn't need much more work to make it
operable again. or does it?

Photo-!l'schneider

SMV #g ran on the railroad's 15-rnile line
from an SP connection at Guadelupe to Santa
Maria and Gates Station, CA- It never ran
faster than 35 mph. The Railbus crew
reportedly never flagged crossings, and on
onl o"c.=ion tote the bumper and fender off a
Model A Ford auto that failed to heed its
warning horn! officially, SMV #g never
carried revenue passengers, although it
reportedly was used to transport undocumented
aliens to- pick fruits and vegetables in the
agricuJ-turil fietds. During the strawberry
hirvest season, SI'IV +9 often pu11ed one or
two sma1l four-wheel flatbed trailers
attached to its coupling' It also served
occasionally as an inspection car and
auxiliary section car. After 1936 it was
apparently retired from its other duties and
,riLo only in occasional maintenance-of-way
service -unti1 :-g62. 1t was then reti'red
because the cost of engine repairs had become
excessive, and there was insufficient need to
justify the cost of a new engine-

Sl,fV +9 was sold to the Va1lev Pipe e SaIvAge
companv of Santa Maria for scrap. Its drj've
=n.ft, rudiator, and other parts were removed
and sol-d.. In l-965, PSRMA Life charter menber,
Terry Durkin saw the Railbus, and sought it
for the Museum (Terry has a soft spot for
gang cars, speeders, hrgh-rait equipment,
iailbuses, etc. ) . InitiaIly the company
wanted $5O for the Railbus, but on learning
we were a Museum, owner Sam Berkowitz donated
it to the PSRMA in May/ 1965--our first piece
of rolling stock.

SMV #g was taken to the property of member

i.. ea"t" on Beaumont Drive in La Mesa'
i."xi"ilgnition 

-ptrt", radiator' headlights'
drive shaf t, di'=ttif t'tot cdP ' and other
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...more Bailbug...
r'

items, it was a challenge to the then-very
smal1 fledgling Museum. Work parties of
Museum volunteers set to work and in November
(1955) the Report, somewhat prematurely,
stated rrSoon the blast of No. 9rs horn will
be heard on the slopes of Mt, Helix!" In
October, ?-966 the Report noted thattr...National Steel & Shipbuildi.ng is to make
a radiator she1l for us. Now we need a
radiator ! I'

And so it went. Despite all the efforts of
most of our pioneer members, there were
always unobtai-nab1e missing parts. On
December 3, 1966 the Railbus was moved to the
property of Life Uember Walter Xayward on
Riverside Drive in Lakeside. Work continued
on it, including its painting in August,
L967. In September, 1-967 it was vandalized,
and some parts were stolen, Meanwhile, the
PSRMA had acguirted its first two steam
locomotives (E.J.Lavino #10 and SWPC #3), and
the Museum's interest and restoration efforts
became focused on these two, stored and
operated in Perris, CA. other equipment,
needed to establish the Museum as a viable
entity, was obtained, restored, and operated.
The work done on the Shay, #1509, the Robert
Perry, #1413, the Up cars, #7495, the Guard
car, and others---not to mention the La Mesa
Depot restoration---were vital to our self-
esteem and public reputation as artreal
train" Museum in the 1970s. Although our
membership grew rapidly, the core of actj_ve
workers lias spread thin, and there just
weren't enough hands---and never enough
money---to spare for this odd-tooking vehj-cle
that seemed more bus than trai-n. Eventually
it was moved to the property of Museum
officer Dick Pennick on Upland Street in
Spring Valley, where it remained until Ju1y,
1981 when it was trucked to Campo. Fittingly,
it was the first pi-ece of rolling stock at
our new Museum site.

Work on restoring SMV #s again began in
January, 1984 and continued for four more
years. Sparkplugs, coils, wiring, turningjack, drive shaft, radiator, seats and much
more were repaired, replaced, or built by a
host of Museum volunteers. Jim Rasmussen (therrmystery workertr) , Dale Prescott, .fin Enos,'and llalter Vaughan were the principal
contributors, but others were iIitr f,amiII,
scott ThompsoD, Uarry Doering, Dick Uclntyre,
Bill Barbour, steve Norris, llorm 8i11, Tom
Travis, ceorge l{innett, XeD tr'a11er, Dave
I'lathens, and more.

Some parts, such as front griIle and radiator
she1l of a type no longer available, were
custom-designed and/or fabricated by some of
these workers, and often cost hundreds of
do11ars. Walt Vaughan kept a tin can 'rkittynnear the Railbus in the Campo carbarn, and
sought extra donations to help him complete
the car's restoration. Hov/ever, he had to
stop in 1988, as the Museum wanted to
concentrate all of its fundraising efforts
and financial resources on Railfair ,88. That
brought his work to a ha1t, and no further
progress has been made on restoring SMV #g.

Now there's renewed interest, and more
important, financing, which wilI enable
Muieurn members to resume work on this most
unusual rail vehicle. It does have a useful
future with the Museum, as an example of a
type of railroad equipment; as a unigue
diiplay piece; as a means of transporting
elderly or infirm visitors between depot and
carbarn at Campo; possibl-y as a money-earner
in short, high-priced srna11-group rrcharter
tripsrr i and perhaps most importantly as a
traveling P.R. exhibit for our Museum, as its
light weight makes it fairly easy to truck to
various fairs, exhibitions, and shows.
Wouldn't it be great to see it uP at
Sacramento at the california State Railroad
Museum's Tenth Anniversary Railfair in 1991?
And at the Del Mar and Imperial County Fairs?

Let's celebrate the 25th anniversary of the
acquisition of this 1itt1e Railbus by
encouraging, financing, and working on its
restoration until it is CO}'IPLETELY RESTORED! !

And, then, 1et's have a ttrol1-outrt party to
which a1t those who've worked on it since
1965 would be invitedl That would sure crowd
the carbarn! After all, this is the car on
which our Restoration and Mechanical
Departments first cut their teeth---and then
moved on to bigger things, with terrific
results !

Thanks are given to Museum Librarian Roy
Pickeriag for his help in tracking down the
Museum's o1d records on this car, and to
Terry Durkin and Dict , Penuick for their
assistance.

Interior view of the Railbus, showing its
black vinyl-covered operator's seat. The
plastic bag usually covers the chair to
protect it from the ever-present dust in the
carbarn. But where's the steering wheel?

Ph o t o'!J . s c h n e i d e r
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Santa Maria Valley Bailbus

Will Represent Our Museum

At RAITFAIB '91 At Sacramento

By charles AlbaD

Staff has voted to cornplete the restoration
of the Santa Maria Valley Railbus as the
Museum's contribution to the 1991 Railfair at
the California State Railroad }luseum in
Sacramento next May. walter Gray, Curator of
Operations, has accepted the SI'{V as a
suitable item for the fair.

Earry Hurry and Charles A1bau have conducted
a feasibility study on the project. Total
expenditures are estimated at $6r700, and 450
manhours spread over the life of the project,
scheduled for compJ-etion by the end of March
L991. This project will be completed to the
highest standards of historical accuracy and
guality of workmanship and materials.

Arnongst the major items scheduled are:

o Remove and'replace floorboards with T&G
Douglas Fj-r as specified.

o Remove and replace roof canvas, and
replace broken basswood s1ats.

o Remove 12-vo1t electrics and replace
with authentic 6-vo1t system.

o Fabri-cate new radiator cowling.
o Prepare and paint exterior with Dupont

Imron. This will be contracted to a
specialist high quality finish painter.
The colors will be those originally
specified: Beaver Brown with Desert Sand
above the belt 1ine. The paint will be
protected with a clear coat, for a high
gloss finish, and wax polished.

Regarding the removal of the -recently
installed 12-vo1t electrical system, which
has caused some disrnay in some quarters, the
philosophy behind this restoration is one of
historical accuracy first and foremost.
Actual operation of the Railbus is a
secondary consideration, although it is
intended that the Railbus will be available
for moderate use. While the installation of
the L2-volt system r.rith alternator was well
intentioned and would certainly be a more
reliable and efficient system, alt the
original 6-vo1t electrical parts are
available. Most of the Model A and AA
components as used in the original
construction of the Railbus are obtainable as
new iterns from the several specialist
suppliers of Model A parts. The 6-vo1t
electripal system, when reinstalled, will be
composed entirely of new or rebuilt
components, and as such will be a reliable
system for moderate use.

This Railbus is an historically significant
itern to PSRMA, in that it was the first piece
of equipment acquired by the fledgling
organization 25 years ago in L965. The
restoration work was reported as being gO?
complete in 1966, and it has been worked on
intermittentty ever since.

The project managers of thi-s important and
worthwhile project, Ilarry Eurry and Charles
Alban, are appealing for volunteers to help
on the restoration. Those of you members who
checked the restoration box on your
rnembership application and haven,t been up to
Campo in a while, here's an opportunity to
become involved. The railbus is inside the
carbarn, so we hre not vorking outside in the
hot sun. We wiII need help to reinstall the
floorboards, to recover the roof, to clean
and paint the undercarriage, to rebuild
windows, to prepare the exterior for
painting. CaI1 Harry at 697-8040 (h) or 543-
8615 (w), or Charles Alban at 941-1397 (h) or
291--9220 (Museum office) .
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Several more timbers to add to the pile;
ceorge Beidler bought one in memory of his
brother, PauI; Ilarion slater sent a Father's
Day tie to her son, Dave glater; and Robert
Larrrence Stauberry, 8r., received four
Father's Day ties, one frorn his wife Dorothy,
and one each from his daughter Suzanne, and
sons Robert Jr., and irobn. These will
probably be used to connect our yard throat
to the newly-installed east entrance from the
mainline. Many thanks to all of you.

Ties are not appropriate just for Father's
Day, by-the-way. There are also Fourth-of-
July Ties, Labor Day Ties, Thanksgiving Tj-es,
christrnas Ties, Easter Ties, Birthday Ties,
we11, you get the idea. Let's get the ladies
into this too next year and pass out a few
Mother's Day Ties!

BUY.A-TIE
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You Too Can Be An Interpreter As I See It Bailroad Classics

By Rich Borstadt By Rene, Scheuerman

Itsince we are
Nations, why
Interpretation
You wouldn,t
guesti-on.

not an agency of the United
does the Museun need an

Departnent and Interpreters?tl
be the first to ask such a

To continue a para11el with automotive
restoration, are there raj-1road classics we
should be seeking for acguisitj-on?

Examples from SD&AE,/SP, ATSF & UP (esPecially
Harrirnan design), are a given if we are to
have a collection truly representative of the
Pacific Southwest, but for the U.S. as a
who1e, I nominate USRA designs, followed by
Pullman-Standard, both freight and passenger
cars. Museums for most of their history have
displayed the rare, unusual, or what is
consj-dered to be the best examples of their
kind, but the trend late1y has been to
display the more common objects which most
people remember; after all, there are more
Fords and Chevrolets in most people's past
than Bugattis and Duesenbergs. The
commonplace becomes rare through &9€,
diminishing numbers, and increasing dernand.

A TALE OF TWO STOCK CARS

In September t :-989, I attended the Union
Pacific Histori-cal- Society meeting in Omaha,
where I distributed SDRM literature to Nen
Longe, head of UP Public Relations, Ricbard
Kindig, and llilliarn Kratville, among othersi
it never hurts to advertise!

September 22 featured an all-day ride behind
UP 4-8-4 #844, out to Rogers, Nebraska, where
some of us spotted two stockcars. The
following day, we rented a car and retraced
the path of #844, and discovered stockcars
l-0000 and 43009, which were thoroughly
photographed in thej-r native habitat. Imagine
my surprise when 43009 appeared at the SD&IV
San Ysidro shops early this year! Since UF
has a policy of onl-y donating to groups which
are on 1ine, this stockcar is a real find,
and my congratulations to Roger Garrett for
his hard work in acquiring it. Now, what
happened to class car L0000?

of course, the answer is inherent in our
being a museum. Museums are the only
institutions of man that are dedicated to the
idea that preservation of objects is
important. Why? Not because of an object,sphysical properties or economic worth, but
because of its rol-e in respect to humanattitude and behavior, and the value in
passing on an understanding of that role tofuture generations. . . in other words, theeducational vaLue of the obj ect. Mostobjects, however, are not self-explanatory...except, perhaps, in physical
function. As .a simple example, -show 

arailroad spike to someone who has never
encountered one before. They rnight guess itto be some kind of heavy-duty fastener, but
beyond that an explanation is required. Itsphysical properties must be translated into
human terms of fabrication, use and meaning.It must be interpreted. That is why the teimrrlnterpretationtt has been adopted in museumsfor this vital function of providing context
and understanding. . .of reconstituting meaning
and value of these objects for our visitoritoday and in the future. We, re notinterpreting from another language, we'reinterpreting from the objects of an'earliertime, objects that lose their value rvithoutir.
So then, Preservation is one side of the
museun coin and Interpretation is the other.
We have always had some degree of
interpretive activity in the Museum *throughour exhibits and programs under the ota
Public Benefits Department. But that
department also included many other
promotional and survival functions that made
it difficult to concentrate and organize this
aspect of the Museum. To do the job better,
it was decided to divide the department and
create two. Interpretation (Event prog.rams
and Exhibits) and Public Services.

If any member is a UP fan, I strongly
recommend membership in the Up Historical
Society, as the railroad rea1Iy rolIs out the
red carpet for this group; Salt Lake City in
'BB, Omaha in'89 and PocateIlo in r90.
Another worthwhile organization is the
Southern pacific Historical & Technicalsociety, which meets every "prinj- 

-i"
G1enda1e, and whil-e it. does not slern [o besupported by Sp, it is an excellentopportunity to meet the name photographersand authors of this RR. The color- siidessh9w1 have, for the most part, never beenpublished for either Up or 5p, and are worththe cost of transportation a1one. Thepublications issued bt both groups are easilyworth the cost of membership. Sante Fe ha-sboth an historical group and a model buildersgroup. More j-nformation can be found onmembershj.p in Mainline Modeler magaz.j.ne.

TIRE$;#i###;{L}",'#
I

The folks that are involved in interpretive
activities include those volunteering their
time on behalf of the Museum as collections
workers and researchers in our new Library,
station agents in the La Mesa Depot Museum,
as trainmen on the dernonstration train and
ground tour guides at Campo, East Line
Trolley tour guides r ds hosts on our
international excursions and as curatorial
assistants in the new Exhibits Lab at
Campo...everyone who takes a few moments to
explain something in our collections or about
railroads to a visitor. See, you may already
be an interpreter and didnrt realize it.
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Paint Chippin'

By NorE 8i11, Head Paint Chipper

our menbers have rea11y been doing some super
volunteer work in the last few months. I am
always amazed horrr much work, imnortant
effort, gets done. Some of these members have
worked many years. when you look at all the
work needed it's amazing anyone comes back!

There is no pay, usually terrible weather
too hot or too co1d. They are hard workers,
and do little or no griping. The main reason
I hang in here is primarily because these
fantastic people have an idea that preserving
our railroad history is something important.
Thank you for not quiting. Thank you for a1I
your work. In my opinion the Museum Volunteer
Worker is the verv best railfan. This applies
to ALL areas of our Museum.

Before I set out to talk about what we are
trying to save now, I want to talk about some
rea1ly special people. I have written a l-ot
about most of them before, but they stiIl
amaze me in their determination to build a
Museum.

Tom Travis: Tom is sti1I half a world away
working in Southern ltaly but thinks enough
of us to send our Museum another $100.00, for
new siding for our oldest caboose, S.P. #644.
He is so far away, yet he still is itactivett.
This is such a great way of helping all of us
to do our work. Someone so far away cares.
Fantastic, Tom, and Thank You so very much.
Hope to see you soon; you have been missed.
If any of you reading this want to help save
a really neat caboose, please help us by
donating to our caboose restoration fund.

]T. imeg Xornweibel: James has been coming out
either to Campo or La Mesa for several years.
He is seven years oId, but you would never
bel-ieve it when you watch him work. He works
a lot with his dad, Ted Kornweibel. He really
likes trains, cabooses, big railroading. What
i-s so special is he does a 1ot of very
rradultrr things without being to1d. Recently
he cleaned up all the trash around our La
Mesa Depot disp)-ay. He always does vrhatever
tasks we give him. He is very bright,
cheerful, and it wilt be fun watching hirn
grow over the years. Thank You James for
trlready belng an inspiration for a lot of us.

found the exact wire screening the car had at
one time in a wa1l. He then built a new
screen frame and installed it where the
original had been. Dick also reinstalled all
new water tank fill piping. Ted installed
some new waII and ceiling molding. Nice work,
guys. Jirn and Ted reinstalled all the very
complicated pturnbing for the car's toilet,
this being quite a task sj-nce many plumbing
pipes were broken or missing. Some rear wa11
plywood panels were stripped. An interior
handrail was also installed. I again want to
thank Roger and Barbara Garrett, for buying
this caboose for us.

Santa Fe #1303: Dick Mclntyre and Jiur Hanill
have completed all the metal repairs on one
side. Ted Xornweibel, charles Alban and
myself recently primered all the car's new
windows. Hope to have the windows fuIly
painted soon.

open-Air Cars #350 and #351! A 1ot of very
hard work has been going on inside our former
military wW II HospLtal Cars. Special thanks
to PauI Borte1I, Jim IramilI, Bob IIaneY and
Dick Mclntyre. Paul has paid for a lot of the
car's new materials for the repairs and
conversion. New window I'barsrr or handrails
have been installed in every open window. Bad
floor concrete has been removed and new
pllrwood flooring has been installed. A large
ceiling hole has been covered over. Many waII
screw holes have been fil1ed with pop rivets.
Thanks to these men, we will have our
Museum's first open-air car soon.

S.D & A. Boxcar: I want to thank restoration
workers Ted Kornlreibel and Frank stites for
their very professional efforts in preparing
this car for preservation. AlL the doors and
wi-ndows had been covered up when it was
converted into a storage shed many years ago.
Ted and Frank did the wood work to restore
the openings to their original
confiEurations. The car body lras then painted
by the following members: Bob Eikel, Denby
Jones, Bobbie Ringersma, Lou WoIfgang, paul
Westover, and myself, Norm IIilI.

La Mesa Depot: Ted Kornteibel repaired some
facia. Dick Uclntyre and myself repainted the
Depot floor. A lot of cleanup has occurred
and new shades are being made. The Citv of La
Mesa has done some very ni,ce landscaping and
irrigation work.

NOISELESS STEAM MOTORS,
For City and Suburban Railways.

Projects receiving recent work have been:

Ffuit Growgrs Express Reefer: Ken Faller,Steve Norris and myself continue to work orrthe Museums only wooden reefer. The sidedoors are now stripped, sanded and primered.
This rneans we have stripped, sanded andprimered one whole side, eiictly one-half ofthe second side, one end, and both sets ofside doors. We stilI have one-hatf of oneside and one end to go, but werll do it.
U.P. Caboose: Ted Kornireibel and tr'rank Stiteshave completed a1I the inside woodwork. DickUcIDtyre, Jim HaroilI, Ted and Frankrej.nstalled al_1 the cupola area hardware.
Dick went over to IValIy Barber,s yard and

BtJBi,iilAM, PARRY, IYIII.IAtllS & CO.,
PFIILADELPHIA\ PA'
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Museum's RPO Car

A Bare Gem

By Dick Pennick

After a couple of false starLs, the Musuem's
beautiful o1d Santa Fe Railway Post office
car #'74 finally arrived at Campo, Wednesday,
April 4th on the back of a Goldstein
Ecruipment lowbed truck. The sky-blue car was
due in on the 2nd, but an Arj.zona State
Trooper took exception to an oversize load
being transported on the weekend!

After many thousands of track miles serving
R.P.o. routes in the South and Midwest, this
car spent its final years as an gift and
antigue shop in Houston, Texas.

The Museurn learned about the car through an
ad placed in a national magazine by the car's
former owner. Last year, after prolonged
negotiations which threatened to break down
several times, an agreement v/as reached in
late September and the car was purchased for
S7,5oo. Arrangements were made for trucking
the car - minus its trucks - to campo. Both
former and current Huseum Executive Di.rectors
- Jin Lundquist and BarneY Barnier
traveled to Houston at various times to
finalize the loading and moving arrangements.

Paul Goldstein, a local freight hauler (and
member of our Museun) has been used by wally
Barber (Museum Trustee) many times in his
contracting work, and lras selected to make
the run to the Lone Star state to pick up the
car. at a special Museum rate. The trucks
were removed from the car to reduce the
highway weight and overall height, and were
set aside for }ater shipment.

l{hen the car arrived at Campo about 9 a.m.,
waiting to unload it from the trudk was a
motley crew of dedi-cated Museum volunteers
consisting of veru cook, cliff Penuick, Ilerb
Kehr, Jim llamj.LI, Dick Pennick and a young
fellow by the name of Jonathan, whose last
name l/as unfortunately forgotten in the
exciternent (sorry Jonathan!). Vern operated
the old Navy rail crane with his usual
finesse, and the rest pitched in to retrieve
and set the cribbing to receive the car.
Members A1 Keevil and Charles Alban stopped
by .briefly during the activities to take
pictures, some of which we saw in the last
issue of the Report.

Eerb Xehr, a retired Railway Postal Clerk and
long-time Museum member, provided the spark
that ignited this project several years ago
when he and his wife donated $10,000 to a
special fund set up for this purpose. A
suit.able car had not been found until the ad
appeared for +74.

The car is intact, complete with a swing-out
mailbag hook and the wood counters, pigeon
holes, and sorting bins inside. The oak
woodwork carried the pati-na of 60-plus years
of mail workers' hands as hundreds of pounds
of postal matter were soried enroute.

The wheels arrived in San Diego via Santa Fe
during the week of June 1lth, and the SD&fV
trundled them to Campo on Saturday, the 16th.
Santa Fe deserves a rrHigh-Fivetr and a heart-
f elt ttThank Yourr f or its generous
contribution of Free transportation for the
trucks from Houston to San Diego. Nor did
Santa Fe charge demurragie on the car the
trucks were loaded on during the car's stay
in San Diego.

After restoration, there are plans to use the
car for not only mail pickup and sorting
demonstrations., but for special collectors,
postal cancellations from tirne-to-tirne while
the car is enroute to Miller Creek, Carrizo
Gorge, or who knows where?

This rare old car is one of the most exciting
in the Museum,s growing collection. Even
today, its original PuIIman creen livery
peeks from behind the faded blue paint in
tiny areas here and there, if you look for
them. When it's completely restored, it,s
going to knock your socks off! We encourage
members to inspect it up close and get
involved in its restoration to a Iiving
monument to American railway postal history.
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Post card from 1,943 bearing an
cancellation (note the amount of postage).

From Dick Pennick,s private cottection
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Many Thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Kehr for helpinq to
rnake this all possible.



RPO Interior photos-W.Schneider Royal Canadian Adventure

Interior view of the RPo shows it is
excel-1ent shape. Note the screened
fans and light fixtures. At the far
the air-conditioner installed when
was used as a gift shoP.

Member Doraine Offerman sent in the following
article from the June-JuIy 1990 Modeg!
Maturitv magazi-ne she thought might be of
interest to other railfans (reprj-nted here
without permission from the magazine, but
purely for the interest of museum members).

Railroad Enthusj-asts-especially those with
deep pockets-here's the latest on a super-
luxury train, The Royal Canadian, that 1s
scheduled to begln service March 1991 and
follow the spectacularly scenic route of the
original Canadian Pacific Railwav between
Toronto and Vancouver (2,900 rniles). The trip
wiII take three days/nights in either
direction-passing through such places as
Kicking Horse Pass, Medicine Hat and Moose
Jaw. Makeup of the train will be seven
bilevel glass-domed Pullman cars-fj-ve
sleepers with twin lower beds, one dining
car, one lounge car with an outside
observation platforrn; and two single-1eve1
utility cars. (What, no gym?) AlI are newly
refurbished l-970s equipment, not antiques.
Meals wilt be prepared in what is claimed to
be the largest railroad kitchen in the world;
chefs and cuisine said to be under the
direction of a Michelin three-star restaurant
in Alsace; complimentary wines from Europe
and an open bar from 1la.rn. daily. Each of 94
rooms wilL be equipped with ce11ular phone,
TV and VCR and private bath; some have their
own dome so you can fa11 asleep under the
stars. It's expensive, all right, but j_trs
fun reading about anyway-and for more
detaited information, call BJ_yth & Company at
800-228-77L2 or write the firm at One
Rockefeller Plaza, Suite L7l2-It New york, Ny
l_002 0 .

City/town names on the mailbox Iabels show
that #74 was l-ast used on the Kansas city-
Albuguerque run. one of the boxes j-s labeled
rrlamesarr, the end of a freight-only branch
off Santa Fe's Clovis-Lubbock-Ternple-Houston
line in Texasl We can't wait to see Ilerb Kehr
and his feLlow ex-RPo clerks standing here
and rrworking the mail" againl

Opposite end of the car, looking toward
I'pigeonhole[ mailboxes. The car's j.nterior
unbelievably clean!

ceiling
end is

the car

the
is

This view of the clerestory near one of the
car's side doors shows its classic 192os
construction. And how many cars has our
Museum acqui-red in this great of condition,
with even the light fixtures intact???
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Committee Works To Preserve

Old SD&A Coach Bodies

At Jacumba

By Dick Pennick

The Jacumba Coach Bodv Feasibilitv Studv
Committee, under the guidance of chairman
Oick Pennick, spent Saturday, Uay 19th
helping to preserve the o1d open-platform
wooden coach bodies at Jacumba, on the SD&fV
nainline to Plaster City.

The five antigue cars, authentic remnants of
the San Dieqo & Arizona Railwav,s original
roster of wooden cars, have been landmarks at
this remote mountain town since 1940. The
cars were roIled into their present positions
on their ot/n wheels, over two temporary
tracks laid for that purpose. The cars were
then jacked up, the trucks, couplers and
other underbody gear removed (except for the
truss rods), the tracks were removed, and the
bodies lowered onto wood blocks. Electric and
plumbing Iines were installed, and other
facilities add€;d to convert then to housing
for the D&AE section crews and their
families, a function they provided until the
early 1980s.

The committee was forrned at the direction of
Museum staff to studv the feasibilitv of
acquiring and moving some or all of the cars
to the Museum grounds at Campo. The
committee's first task was to secure the
permission of MTDB and the SD&Mailway to
remove the remaining original doors, marker
lamp brackets, and other hardware to prevent
their loss through theft or vandalism. Some
original i-tems have already been lost to
theft over the years, including a complete
set of cast bronze rtlion, s headtt match
scratchers from the waIls of one of the cars.
On May l-9th, committee members sutcessfully
accornplished this task, and the removed parts
are safely stored awaiting an eventual
decision by the Museum's Board of Trustees on
the feasibility of obtaining the cars.

Two of the five wooden SD&A car bodies
sitting on blocks and rotting near the
Jacumba Depot. photo-R.scheuerman

Another task accomplished on May 1-9th was
additional paint removal on several of the
cars to determine both the original sD&A
Railway numbers as vell as their early owners
and numbers. Most of these cars were acguired
second-hand from the Southern Pacific
Railroad in early 1916, and lrere used in
passenger service to Agua caliente, Mexico,
campo, California, and other points on the
line as needed. Some hauled passengers as
Iate as L939, according to Bob f,anft in his
book, SD&A - The fmpossible Railroad. One or
more of these cars may have been in the
consist when S.P. inaugurated service on the
neh, Southern transcontinental railroad to
Tucson in March, 1880, or to New Orleans a
year later.
The oldest of the five cars so far researched
by Museum member Blaine [rnrr In the archives
of the California State Railroad Musuem at
Sacramenta is SD&A *239, ex-southern Pacific
R.R. #L375, originally S. P. #51. This 11-5-
year-old car, as originally built in June,
L875t lras very ornate inside and out, and was
one of hundreds hand-crafted by the Gilbert
Car .Works in Troy, N.Y. Gilbert was one of
this nation's (and the world's for that
matter) oldest rail car builders, dating back
to L83o. The remaining cars date from the
187Os and 1880s, and carried SD&A numbers
232, 234, 24O ahd ZaZ.

A heart-fe1t flThank Youtr to the following
committee folk who hetped get this project
off to a good start: t{ike Reneau, Cliff
Peunick, Dick Pennick, and new member Xeviu
Kennedy, hrho chose this particular project to
initiate his active association with the
Museum. A very speciaL thanks also to member
ReDe, scheuerman, who offered to kick in a
sizeable cash donation to help see these
venerable, historic cars preserved. If any
other Museum members would Like to be
involved in this exciting project, or would
be interested in contributing money at a
future tirne to offset moving costs to Campo
(if the cars are eventually acguired), they
are encouraged to call or write Dick Pennick
in care of the Museum Office, 287O Fourth
Avenue, Suite C, San Diego, 921-03.

Car number of ,

above the door
one of the Jacumba coach bod
, Southern Pacific #l-375'

Photo-D'Pennick
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Library News

By Roy Pickeriag

We have had another busy couple of months at
the Library. Several- projects have been
worked on, such as; sorting and organizing of
the rnagazine colLection; inserting aI1 of the
R.v. Doclge slide collection into hanging
slide holders that take up two file drawers;
making acidfree file folders for the many
public tine tables in the collection and
organizing then into file drawers; final
organization of the book collection-next step
is rnaking cataLog cards for each booki the
continued input of the photographic card
catalog into a data base-we are up to over
2OO entries; the inventory of those boxes
containj-ng'San Diego & Arizona Railroad
files-there are over 5o boxes to be
inventoried.

Over the Memorial Day holidays we sold hot
dogs and lemonade at Campo and cleared over
$400. Thank you to ilohn and NorBa Abbott,
Bruce Semelsberger, and lIayne Davis who sold
instant photos of visitors at Campo.

we are sti1l looking for money to buy a copy
machine. About $2,800 is needed to purchase a
machine that will print 11trx1-7n and reduce
and enlarge copies. Also still needed is a
printer that is compatible with an IBM clone
computer.

The following people have spent many hours on
the above projects: Bruce SeneJ.sberger, Itayne
Davis, Bob UnderhiLl, Randy Eouck, Laura
Emery, Richard Diestel, and Eric Eauders.
Special thanks to alI of you for your
continued he1p. If any of the above projects
look interesting to you and you would like to
help give me a call (Roy Pickering, evenings,
452-3392) or stop by Tuesday evenings between
7 and 10PM or Saturdays L0 AM to 4 pM. So why
not join the growing crowd and sort through
history with us as we build the best*railroad
library in the southwest.

New Member Welcome

By Dick Pennick

The continuing series of New Member WeLcome &
Orientation sessions will be held on the
third Wednesday of July (18th), September
(19th), and November (21st). Location for
these get-togethers will remain the same:
John Muir Elementary School, 69th and Mohawk,
San Diego (one block northwest of 70th and E1
Cajon Blvd. park on Mohawk. We are the second
building from the corner. Watch for the rrNew
Memberrr sign at the corner.

These sessions are designed to be trone-shotrr
gatherings to provide useful information to
new members, to help them become happy and
active participants in the Museum,s many and
varied activities. Information packets are
provided to each new member attending. A11
sessions begin at 7:30 PM and wi-nd up by 9.

44-Tonner Colors

Remember in the j-ssue-before-1ast, at the end
of Bill Schneider's super article on the
newly-acquired 44-ton switcher, you were
asked to send your ideas on how this engine
should be painted? We11, I want to thank
those of you who responded. A11 four of you.

Responding were, Alfred A. Lingo of Stockton,'
Robert A. Ramsey of Arcadia; l,targaret Stahl
(a Life member) of La Mesai and Gary P. Sugg
of Glendora-

The votes were split right down the rniddle;
two favored Bilf's suggestion of a red-white-
blue scheme; one suggested SP Tiger-striping
but lettered for the SD&A; and the last was
either to paint it back to the original
owner's colors or something cornpatible with
the SD&A scheme.

Letter of Appreciation

In addition to our train rides, tours of the
Campo p1ant, gi-ft shop operation and a lot
more, members of SDRM also make presentations
to interested organj,zations around town, and
we freguently receive very nice leLters from
these groups expressing their appreciatlon.
It is not the intent to start a 'letters-to-
the-editor'column, because this would take
up too much space in our newsletter. This is
just to 1et you know that l,Iuseum members are
involved in community activities, promoting
our Museum. The following letter is typical
of the response we receive.

Dear Jim (r,undquist) ;

We want to thank you again
presentation to our Cllpper gtroup
at Trinity Presbyterian Church.

for your
last month

we all learned a 1ot about trains and the
history of the development of rail travel in
the San Diego area. You are a good
representative of the Hj-storical Society.

My wj-fe, June, is a train fanatic, so our
group will be visiting your Campo facilities
in the near future (we11, maybe in the fall
when it is not so hot), and hope to see you
there.

t4

We are glad you brought Belinda and Justin.
Justin stole the shor+! He is quite a
character and we all enjoyed hirn.

S incerely,

/s/Lew & June Ruback
Trinity Clippers

The Museum's Speaker/s Bureau is always in
need of members who enjoy telling others
about railroad h j.story j.n general and SDRM
specifically. I f ycu are interested in
helping, cal.!. Rene, Scheuerman at 466-6500,
or Charles Alban, 94l--l.397.



...more Interpretation...

Friday, July 27, 1990 e 7 PM
in the La Mesa Depot

Interpretation Department Business Meetinq
Monthly update, Planning, Debate and Video

Screening from the Collections

Friday, August 10, 1990 e 7 PM
in the SDG&E Auditorium, downtown

Museum ouarterlv Business Meetinq
Guest speaker not yet Confirmed

More Information Will Be Forthcoming
Trainman/Guide Course Credit

...more Excursions...
officiatdom al6ng the way that reguires
Spanish. The staf f enj qys their work,-
needless to say, and looks fonrard to goinf
every time. The continuity of the staff is a
big plus on this trip, as everyone along the
way is a friend.
The Excursion Committee is putting the
finishing touches on two big trips this fall.
BRITRAIL 90 is set to gio, the reservations
are made, the hotels are ready, our BritRail
passes are waiting to be used, and we have
room for a few more passengiers. The trip will
take us to London, York, Ed.inburgh, Inverness
and Chester and many points in between. We
will ride many major lines in England,
Scotland and Wales, plus special steam train
excursions. our hotels are all first class,
lre have first class rail passes, and our
airline is British Air, direct from San
Diego. It's three fun-filled weeks of train
riding, sightseeing, shopping and soaking up
the culture of the British Isles.
We will leave on Septenrber 1st and return the
22r.d. we are also offering a one-week
extension which includes the Orient Express
to Paris for a couple of days and return to
England for more visiting. The three-week
trip includes air fare, hotels, breakfasts,
BritRail pass, transfers, special excursions
and tours, and a guide. The cost is $3,200per person, double occupancyi the one-week
extension to Paris will cost another $1,000.
So, please join us. You will have a rea11y
wonderful time.

our other big tour is a nelr one for us; our
Museum's first lfex-Uex tour - thd Alamo to
Mexico. Ttre tour will leave San Diego
September 28th by air to San Antonio. From
San Antonio \.re will transf er to Piedras
Negras to board the first class Pullnan to
Mexico City. The tour will travel out of
Mexico City to San Miguel De Allende for a
look at colonial Mexico, return to Mexico
city and return by air to San Diego on
October 8th. There siIl be lots of tours and
sightseeing with opportunities to visit
Taxco, Cuernavaca, or Puebla. The fare is
$L,395 per person, double occupancy, which
includes air fare, rail fares, hotels, some
meals and. some tours. See the flyer for
further details.

Wednesday, August .J-5, 1990 e 7 pM
in +-he }luseumrs Library

En:rj.c:hrnenb. tsrjef. j_ng - .S_A.n .OjeSA Bai_l:cgg
MgSCUA g__fS6rr1-i3 stjg.n anSX !_l_-ensBarney tsarnier and Staff
Trainman/Guide Coul:se Creclib

Friday. August 31, 1990 e .7 pl"l
in the Museumrs Library

I4lelPrela-Lt-en Delnrlncl1.E Bus ine-ss Me_rjtirrsMonthly update, planning, Debate ina Viaeo
Screening from the Collections.

Passenger Car Safety Inspection

On Saturday, June 9th, Steve conducted a
field classroom discussj-on concerning the air
brake systems, inspection of trucks and
running gear, and conditioning systems. and a
general overview on passengier car repairs and
inspection, to ten Museum volunteers of the
Mechanical Department. Steve, s expert
opinions and actual field examinations proved
to be very valuable to us. The Museum started
a conversion to a modern brake system (ABDW)
for the SD&A coaches, and expects to be able
to continue this work now. Steve also told us
hor+ to keep our other brake systems up to
date.

On Sunday, with Mike Reneau and Charles
Alban, Steve undertook a car-by-car
inspection. He found several items nebding
irnmedj-ate a'---ention, and many more on an ,asl
available' tasi-s. He wilI file a written
report to t:e iI'lsuen,

We are most -"hanl.:fui to Steve for taking tine
out from his busy schedule to visit our
Musuem and help make sure we can do the
appropriate necessary work to run a safe and
up-to-code operation. 1!trrsNUrU touoxortrE lru(f,s
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By .finr Lundquist

On June 9 & 10, the Museum hi_red gteve
Zuiderveen of the DL&i^I Car Companv of
Scranton, Pennsylvania, to give us anj-ndependent report on our passenger coaches.
Steve has worked as a private contractor for
the National Park Service at Steamtown,
Californi-a, the California State Parks at
Sacramento Railroad Museum, and r-Va11ey
Railroad in Connecticut.



ATSF #7 4 RPO Arrives At Its New Home Photos by Dick Peunick

Unloading ATSF
Museum's rai.I cra

+74 at CamPo, using t
ne operated bY Vern Cook'

Ilerb Kehr giving ATSF #74 a 'Welcome to Campo
kiss' just after it arrived Aprj.I 4, 1990.

Unloading ATsF #74 at Campo, usi-ng the
Museum's rail crane operated by vern cook.
The truck belongs to Paul coldsteiD",. who went
to Houston, Texas, and brought this treasure
back for us.

The Museum crew that unloaded ATSF RPo Car
#74 at campo April 4t 1990. Left to right,
ionathau (one of these days we're just going
to have to get this fellow's last name), Vern
cook, Herb Kehr, C]-iff Pennick, iIiD Ea&i11
and Dick Pennick.
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