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CAR BODY 54 SAVED: T0 BE RESTORED

BY ALLAN

The Railway Historical Society of.
San Diego has recently been made recip-
ient of a most valuable gift---the body
of San Diego Llectric hailway car #54L.
This valuable relic, donated by irs. Dan
E. Clower, will be added to the Society's
growing collection of San Diego railroad
equipment which includes a San Diego &
Arizona lastern 2-8-0 (#104), San Diego
and Arizona private car #050, and 5an
Diego Transit System P.C.C. #523,

This historic car (or is it cars?)

COPFLAND

sent SDIRy's revenues downward. To top
it off the great flocds of 1916 sent
SDILy into the red. As an economy meas-—
ure these four old cars were sold for
scrap.

The body of Number 54 was purchased
by H. H. Himebaugh, lirs, Clower's father,
and taken to Logan Heights, The car has
been there ever since, but it wasn't un-
til 1955 that this momento of days gone
by was "discovered" by RHSof3D member Lyle
Jucdi.

once belonged to the San Diego Cable Rail-

way Company. lihen
this company went
bankrupt in the
depression of
1892, San Diego's
only cable railway
was purchased by
the Citizens!

54, MOYED LiAR, 215

At press
time plans called
for #54 to be
moved on the af-
ternoon of rarls
from its present

Traction Co, This
company electrified
the lire and con-
verted all twelve
of the cable cars
to electricity. In
turn, this line was
purchased by the

backyard location
at 2140 Kearny
Ave, to a tempor-
ary site at the
"Bulifrog Haven,"
near L6th & No-
gal Streets,
RobExrt E,

San Diego rlectric
Railway in 1898,
SLCERy abandoned all
but a small portion
of the line, as it paralled its own ex-
isting lines.

CAR 54 I¥ RUTTREMENT

Staite, ccntrac-
tor will do the
moving Jjob for a
token fee,
Staite reports that he "hauked" newspapers
cn Car 5h..,

PO

Four of the 12 cars of the line were
scrapped cutright by SDFKy, The remain-
ing eight were worked over into four
double-end electric cars, This was done
by cutting away one-third of the old car
and splicing it with the remains of
another car., This rebuilding was done in
1903. These rebuilt cars were numbered
51-54.

By 1914, with the arrival of SDFRy's
new "Exposition cars," the company placed
cars 51-54 in dead storage. In 1915,

San Diego undervent a "jitney blitz" that

PICNEER TRUCLING CCiPANY TRANSPCRIS 528
TO DEL iR EXHIBIT SITE

San Diego Transit System street car
#528 vas moved February 25 by the Pioneer
Trucking Company to a Harvest Hall exhibit
site at the Del lkar Fairgrounds,

Dave DecVol, Allan Copeiand and Tom
l.atson saw to it that the car was cleaned
and polished for the big day.

Jack Stodelle, Lyle Judd, Tommy Nann



.nd Fresident Corky Thomson handled
transit arrangements. Union and Tribune
reporters and photographers covered the
story.

Pioneer Trucking Company billed the
Society only a small token payment. One
flatbed and twio cranes were the equipment
needed,

The track area at the exhibit site
extends four feet at each end of the car.
The 22nd Distriet Agricultural Associat-
ion will blacktop the site, Track is
more of the shipment obtained two years
ago from the Il Cajon American Pipe si-
ding on the SD&AL, Ties for 528's track
came from the SD&AE,

Reporter Joe Stone "ran" a story in
the kvening Tribune relating how Dave De
Vol reported the car as "stolen," or at
least '"missing." Jack Stodelle and
Tommy Lann later found that the car had
been loaded on the flatbed on the after-
noon of February 24 and then taken to the
Pioneer lot for an overnight stay.

In order to avoid underpasses the
truck was routed via Kettner, Old Town,
Clairemont, 395, Miramar Road and 101 to
Del siar. Even so,one telephone cable and
one telephone line were knocked down.

And at Del kar the truck driver learned
that the "Southern California Exposition'
sign didn't allow sufficient clearance,
However, the Pioneer crew (plus accompa-
nying RHSofSD members Thomson, lann and
DeVol) made it and the car was unloaded
safely,

508 IS NOW AT PEKRRIS

Ex-San Diego Transit System street
car #508 is now at the Southern Califor-
nia kuseum site at Perris. Owner Crange
Empire Traction Co., with the help of Jack
Stodelle made arrangements for its move
on February 28, Pioneer Trucking Co.
cranes loaded the car on to a flat-
bed . which came down from Los Angeles.

Ambitious plans are being formulated
for the operating museum at Perris.
RHSofSD has been invited to participate.
Dispatcher will carry the story in a
future issue.

DISPATCHER EDITOR INTERVIEWS MRS.CLGWER

Your Dispatcher editor felt that
RHSofSD members and friends would like
to become better acquainted with kirs,
Nellie Clower , donor of Car 5.

DISPATCHER Page o

It would appear that Mrs, Dan E,
(Nellie) Clower and street car #5L have
one thing in common. They both have been
a part of the San Diego scene for many
years., Trolley #54 dates its origin to
1890 but Mrs, Clower states that she came
to San Diego in 1886,

lrs. Clower's family, the H. H. Hime~
baugh family, on arriving at San Diego
first lived with relatives at 1llth & Is-
land, At the time Mrs.Clower was 10 years
0ld. The Himebaugh's then established
themselves in a 1é6th Street home located
between G and H (ifarket) Streets. MNr. H.
H, Himebaugh went into the real estate at
a downtown location.

In about a year the family moved to
the new promising residential area of
Logan Heights. At 2140 Kearny Ave, they
liked the level land and the'protected!
location. (The Coronado Strand helped keep
the wind away.) Lr. Himebaugh joined
prominent San Diegans in becoming a char-
ter member of the Logan Heights lLiethodist
Church,

Mrs, Clower graduated from the Uni-
versity of California with a Bachelor of
Letters degree and with teaching credent
tials, Off and on during the years she
taught as a regular teacher and as a sub=~
stitute teacher. Although her chief
interest was in the primary grades her
experience included teaching Fnglish and
history in the secondary schools. lirs.
Clower also did developmental work with
liexican children who were physically han-
dicapped or mentally deficient. She
tavght in Los Angeles, San Fernando, Al-
pine, Helix (later Spring Valley) and Na-
tional City.

lthile teaching in the Los Angeles
area she met and married ir, Dan E, Clower,
a lecturer in psychology ana related

fields, Lir, Clower also taught agriculture,

krs, Clower returned to San Diegdo in
1926 where she again took up residence at
2140 Kearny. (Her husband had passed away
in 1921.)

The Kearny Ave., house was originally
intended to be a barn built for a car-
riage and a horse. But it was immediately
used as a residence and it was soon moved
from the back of the lot, turned around
and placed in its present location.

kr, Himebaugh had observed the body
of street car #54 at the Adams Avenue car
barn, Sometime in the period 1914-16 he
purchased it and located it on the west
side of the 2100 block on nearby Logan




ave. lle ard )
le boarded vp khe clog o

B el sections
(e 1 B
ad used the car 45 a real estate office,

_— Three years later (1917-19 2) the

Was moved to its present backyard lo-
cation at 2140 Kearny. For a time, until
his health failed lir, Himebaugh continued
to use i@ for real estate purposes.

During recent years members of Iirs.
Clowert's family have used the car as
sleeping quarters,

In 1928 Dispatcher Editor Eric San-
ders who then lived across the alley,
remem?ers peering over the fence at an
old-time street car. pnd KHSofSD liember -
@ylmer Keith, who then lived at 2240
Kearny, remembers seeing the car at its

tvio Logan Heights locations.
lMrs, Clower states that she is very

happy to donate car 54 to RHSofSD and
she also said that she will be very in-
terested in the restoration project.
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Junior members will pay $1,50 dues.,
Included will be all privileges except
the right to vote and hold office,

A family membership will be given
@embers of an active member!s family for
$1 additional dues. Family members will
be granted membership cards and partici-
pation privileges but will not receive
the Dispatcher or have the right to vote
or hold office,

Forms for incorporation have been
sent to Sacramento, In a few weeks after
incorporation has been granted appli-
cation will be made to the Bureau of In-
ternal Revenue for tax exemption.

By-laws were adopted by the member-
ship at the i.arch 3 meeting.

The Society decided to meet the first
Londay. at the Santa Fe station,

DATA BY DODGE

51-54 - Built 1902 in SDIRy shops. L 33!,
wgt. 24,0003 B 27G trucks; 2 E-67 mo-
tors; K 10 control; 36! wheels.
Wooden cable car bodies acquired from
Citizens Traction Co.; rebuilt to
double truck California type cars,
#51 & 53 retired 1913; {52 & 54 re-
tired 1914,

SOCIETY ACTION

DUES COLIFCTION AUTHORIZED
JCORPORAT ION APPLIED FJR

TAX EXELPTICN SOUGHT

BY-LALS URITTEN

MEETING PLACE - AND SO CN

The Railway Historical Society has
come of age, Dating back to 1949 the
Society operated in an informal manner
for nine years. 'ith a program which in-
cluded rail excursions and the solicita-
tion of public funds it became necessary
for the Society to apply for incorpora=-
tion and for tax exemption,

Because of the growing member-
ship and inecreased attendance at and in-
terest in meetings it became necessary
for the Society to formalize its program,
The keynote continues, however, to be on
informality.

Letive members, age 18 and over, will
pay annual dues of $2.50. Included will
be full menbership privileges and receipt
of all publications including the Dispa-
tcher. kiembers will receive refunds from

1958 RHSo{SD OFFICERS ARE -

After acceptance of the offices list-
ed in the new | By-laws the membership
accepted the slate of officers presented
by the Nominations Committee, Fred Finke,
chairman, Officers are:

Corky Thomson, president

Jack Stodelle, first vice president

Tommy liann, second vice president

Roy iiller, third vice president

Tom Matson, recording secretary

Barbara Thomson, corresponding secy.

Fred Finke, treasurer

L. . HcCleary, excursion director

Eric Sanders, historian
Past President Lyle Judd and two members-—
at-iarge will serve on the Board of Dir-
ectors along with the officers.

"CARRISO GORGE, THE AGNIFICENT"
PREVIEWED AT THE CCRONET THEATER

UCarriso Gorge, the hagnificent,"
an SD&A 1920 publicity film given recently
to the Society by Carl Eichenlaub, super-
intendent of the San Diego & Arizona East-
ern Railway, was previewed at the Coronet
Theater in Logan Heights,

The theater manager gave the film a
two month "treatment" prior to the show-
ing, The first portion of the film could
not be used.

Scenas in the Carriso Corge area
show train operation and also scenery,

A four car and a five car train are shoun
operating through the Corge. Locomotives
20 and 27 are featured, Also observed
(Cont inued page L, column 2)

present subscriptions.


EXEI.PT

HOLTON

Additional data relative to the Hol-
ton Interurban has been forwarded the
Dispatcher by contributors Dick Dedge and
Joe Strapac,

From this material the Dispatcher
offers the following roster:

Locomotives

#1  2-4-LT Rhode Island, 1892. Forney
type from NYNH&H #not known. Pur-
chased?? Sold to LA&SDB
as #4. Scr. 1918,

#2 = - - No data, Probably similar
to #1

#3 L4=4=0  Schen.#1223, 1880, Origi-
nally SP of Arizona #8; then SP #88;
then SP #1310, Sold to HI 1-27-11

#I,  L4~4-0  Schen,#1224, 1880. Origi-
nally SP of Arizona #9; then SP #89;
then SP #1319. Sold to HI 1-21-13

Then this unknown...

29

4~4-0 CP., Sacto,,#42. Ex-SP #42;
then SP #1412, Sold to Holton

INTER-URBAN  ROSTER  ETCS

Ruling grade westward: 0.347%

Ruling grade eastward: 0.,263%
haximum curve: 12030!

Total curvature: 13802

Date first operated: October, 1504,

Joe Strapac concludes, '"This company
also constructed 3,616 miles of the Puente
Branch, from Studebaker to a point near
Los Nietos, which was subsequently pur-
chased by the Southern Pacific Company.
This trackage was first operated June 11,
1954,

And Richard Dodge queries, 'Have you
any record of when "Terminal' was added?!

As usual it takes two issues to pre-
sent a story, OCne for the coriginal pre-
sentation and one for corrections, At
least the Dispatcher staff knows that the
publication is read!

That's that for the Holton Inter-
Hmban---at least until we produce an HI

icture issue.

Interurban Terminal Ry. in August
3. 1920,

‘(hdditional data coming from Roy
Miller,)

Dick Dodge and Joe Strapac state that
the data presented above and as follows
comes from SP files, Equipment Register
and R&LHS Bulletin #71.

Dodge writes, "Your story does not
agree with the article on the San Diego
& Arizona Eastern as given in the SP Bul-
letin for October 1957, page 29. It
states that the Southern Pacific built
the line from El Centro to Seeley, which
was opened Aug. 29, 1910, It was leased
to the B I-U from Jan,l, 1916 to April 4,
1917, and was leased to the SD&A December
1, 1919, It doesn't sound right. Who
knows?

Strapac offers the following present
day data, PHI" is the reporting mark and
Railway Express Agency operates over the
line, A.B.,West of Riverside is president.

The Southern Pacific has trackage
rights over the entire line. Mileposts
run 1 to 10, independent of SP practice
wast to east.

Strapac lists the following data:
lst main track: 10.42 miles., Yard track

and sidings 5.82 miles,

Net income year ended 12-31-56 $24,639.74.
Junction with Calexico line: MP 0.054.
Junniction with Sandia branch: MP 9.755.
End of line: kP 10.439. Total mileage
by this data is 10,385. This is 1942

UCARRISO GORGEYM Continued from Page 3
were combo 175, SD&A Coach 210 and one of
the three cafe-parlor-observation cars.

Tracks were "broad and secure as a
city street." And scenes included the
International Tunnel, Tecate and Tijuana.
Seen also was the old Tijuana race track,
Not shown was the Campc viaduct and
the famous curved trestle,

San Diego scenes included the Hotel
Del Coronado, Broadway (class 2's and pos-
sibly a Birney), Balboa Park and Sunset
Cliffs,

The seven minute film was better than
expected, Members discussed the possibil-
ity of converting it into lémm.

Approximately 25 were present,

Thanks to the owner-operator of the
Coronet theater who donated his services,

CITY OF SAN DI&EGO MAY ESTABLISH SITE
FOR A RAIINAY LUSEUM

San Diego may yet provide a site for
a railroad museum. At least one city of-
ficial has expressed interest in a rail
museum project. Vice Presidents Jack
Stodelle and Tommy Mann will join with
this official in a search for a museum
location., Ol Town will be one area to
be surveyed.

RHSofSD members have discussed sug-
gesting to the City that the abandoned
SDERy~SDTS Balboa Park station would be a
suitable site for a rail museun,

data. Take your choicel .
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Published four to gix times a year
as th? official publication of the Rail-
way Historical Society of San Diego.

. Society officers include: Corky
--omson, nresident, and Tom liatson, re~
eorcing secretery, Society mailing ad-
aress is Box 9351, San Diego 9, Calif.
Dispatcher staff includes:

Editor: Tric Sanders

Associate Iditor: Douglas Duican

Associate Editor: Richard Dodge

Art RFditor: Ellen Sanders

Circulation: lan Copeland
Dispatcher maiiing address is: 7861 Nor-
mal Ave,, La Lesa., Phone HO 9-12g8,
Separate subscriptions: 10 issues for 31.

A $2,50 active or sustaining membership
includes a Dispatcher subscription.

DISPATCHER RECOLLTINDS~--
Volume 2 #5 $1.CO
ANCEL'S FLIGHT RAILWAY--Los Angeles
A complete illustrated history of a unique
cable railway which daily glides up and
down Bunker Hill in the heart of downtown
| Los Angeles. This line is a remnant of
| the early transportation of the Los Angel-
€5 area, l, Order from: Pacific Railway
Journal, 2304 lelville Drive, San Larino 9
Aiso from PRJ: Lt ,Lowe,50¢; Cen.Cal Elec
' lines., ¢R: Deaver, vl. Ask for list.

LOCAL NEWS

The name, "Can Diego & Arizona Eas-
tern Railway" will agein be a familiar
name to most San Diegans if railway offi-

cials intend to letter overpasses as they

EDITOR'S NOTE

Of necessity, Issue #16 is another
Society-oriented issue, Read this issue
for a svmmary of the many RHSofSD projects

Now being mimeographed! Issue #17
(San Diego & Fhoenix) and Issue #18 (The
Fallbrook branch) will be mailed within
the month, Hope you like them.

Dispatcher subscribers are urged to
participate in RHSofSD activities by tak-
ing out an active or a sustaining member-
ship. Dues will cover the Dispatcher and
will help defray museum costs. HMost
operating experses will conitinue to be
paid for out of the "izitty." So sign up
for a RiSofSD menbership,

Dispatcihier will refund unused sub-
scripticns to RES0fSD members.

For the record, The Dispatcher will
operate withir the RHSofSD framszwerk as
the official publication, but it will al-
so continue to maintain a separate organ-
izational status,

have the one over Highway 94 in Lemon
Grove., The structure bears the name and

| 2 revised insignia, "San Diego Short Line!
Look for it as you drive eastbound.

Older overpasses at Fairmount Ave.,
,Palm City and Old 101 near Sean Ysidro
still carry the old paint jcb 3dentifying
the name and the slogan, "Shortest Line
Fast M

Southern Pacific-SDRAE has closed
down its Spreckei s building offices.
Passenger ticket sales are being handled
at the Santa Fe stelion, Traveling Pas-
senger Ageat Ed Lezhy has been transferred
to Los Angeles., Obther olfices have been
moved to the SD&AE Freight House at 12th
and N, The Spreckels Building has housed
railroad offices for many m=ny a year,

The SD&AL Chula Vista station build-
ing has been moved to lloss and Industrial
Sts. £gent Al Benson reported, however,
tiiat he's still located in temporazxy head-
guarters at the old location.

01d Lemon Grove packing plant has
been leased (?) to several new occupants.

CORRLCT ION TOC THE CCRRICTICNS - nETRO

Dear Editor:

On page 10 under "“additions and cor-
rections" in the Jacnary issue (3-2/change
Butte St. Yd. to 8th St, Yd.) actually
there is a transfer track here between the
5.P. and P.E. off the S.P. on Alameda St.
where cars are shoved in to be picked up
by the P.E. in 8th St. Yard.

R. E. Younghans
ATéSF Ry. Switchman

i'lany carloadings at this SD&RAE lceation,

Effective Larch 1 radic control was
installed in the Santa Fe San Diego yard,
Transmitter is at 22nd St. yard office,
Four radio equipped engines, 2311, 2321,
2335 and 2348, werc sent doun from Los
ingeles, All the old 600 hp. engines are
gone,

Track laying at the 10th Avenue Ter-
minal has begun or is about to.

Effective this month Pacific West-
bound Freight (Shipping) Conference has
made San Diego a terminal port. Zhis

QUESTICI? Whe is interested in joining
with the Dispatcher staff in disoussing
Wthe future of the Dispatcher?d

means vessels may come to San Diego for
any size shipment. Also San Diego rail
}traffic rates for freight originating




s2ast of El Paso will be same as those for
other west coast ports,

However, San Diego lost its first
cctton shipment to Ensenada,

Star & Crescent Beat Co, has asked
for increase in price of tokens. Fare
raise has also been asked for by the bus
company and the ferry coupany.

John A, uocn, former superintendent
of the San Diepo Electric Railway Co.,
died Feb, 20, He began his street rail-
way career in 1912 as a conducter. In
recent years he contributed historical
data to Transit Topics,

Cnly downtown rail ticket office is
the Union Pacific facility at the US Grant

San Diego Transit System has ordered
two more charter buses. Five SDTS buses
have not been repainted in the two-tone
green and white color scheme of the Wes-
tern Transit Systems. They are two of the
old Yellow Coaches (GiC) of the 130 ser-
ies and three of the five remaining ACF-
Brill buses. These last three have been
converted into charter coaches but are
seldom used. During the Los Angeles
strike HCL buses 228 and 230 (@iC,1954)
were stored at Imperial,
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new industries were located along the San-~
ta Fe in San Diego during 1957. The rail-
road provided an additional 16,000 feet of
trackage including 8,870 feet constructed
at the City Of San Diego'!'s expense for the
new 10th Avenue pier and spur tracks for
four industries in Pacific Beaph and Na-
tional City.

NSL&AL added no trackage in 1957, but
| excavation began last month for a new spur
Ito serve the Continental Baking Co,"

' Santa Fe officials report an expect-
ed 200,000 saving in 1958 from the pas-
. senger service reduction effected Sep.29.

The San Diego Union states that 1iil-
lard Keller credits SD&AE's increase in
cotton carlcadings to the reduction from
25 to 23 cents a hundredweight on cotton
shipments from the Imperial Valley.

In the Union's business review a
realtor advertises "Santa Fe Trackage
Available in a 600 Acre Planned Develop-
ment in 'Beautiful Sorrento Valley,!"

The Union also mentions preliminary steps
made by Santa Fe for its own 60 acre in-
dustrial tract on National City's water-

£ xcerpts 1-6-58
FROl: SAN DIEGO UNION!'S
BUSINESS & FINANCIAL REVITy

Railroad passenger traffic and
freight carloadings of San Diego's two
railroads declined an estimated 10% in
1957.

The Union quotes Santa Fe as report-
ing a decrease of more than 1l% in passen-
ger traffic on San Diego trains in the
first eleven monthos of 1957 as compared
to a similar period in 1956, Cne million
plus passengers in 1947 declined to
824,407 in 1956.

Santa Fe'!s freight carloadings for
the first 11 months totalled 18,496, a
decline of 14% as compared to a similar
pericd in 1956.

On the other hand the San Diego &
Arizcna Eastern reported 7,132 freight
carloadings for the first eleven months
of 1957, an increase of 6% over a similar
pericd in 1956.

Nevertheless, \iillard D. Keller,
traffic manager for SD&AE, expects a
slight decline in freight revenues for
1957. He stated that 1958!s revenues
will be about the same as 1957.

Santa Fe expects a slight rise in 158

The Union's report conbtinues, '"Three

front,

Not included in the report is the
Tijuana & Tecate's passenger revenue
which must have taken a slight upturn as
a result of summer excursion activity!

Lindberg Field!'s 1957 report includes
a 47% increase in air freight and 17 per
cent increase in air passengers as com-
pared to 1956, Freight increased from
186,987 to 275,137 tons, Air passengers
increased from 582,300 te 679,803, Air
Express increased from 56,930 to 57,113
tons; air mail from 96,250 to 110,085 t.

The San Diego Union quotes Harbor of-
ficials as estimating a seasont's total of
coctton bales at 220,000; an expected 20%
over last season's 160,401 bales. Seven
additional shipping lines are now calling
at San Diego.

AS SPACE PIRLIITS

CAB Ixaminer recommended that Contin-
ental Airlines include San Diego in a new
Los Angeles-Dallas run, CAL would be the
sixth regular airline to serve San Diego.

FCR TRACTION FANS. Portland has
closed down....Vancouver!s last inter-
urban probably has closed...Key System is
s$ill operating-with some 15mph speed re-
strictions,..No changes in LA...Except
that lietropolitan Transit Authority on
larch 3 did take over IMCL and LATL, Cnlg
action to date is a dispute with the city

about payment of franchises fees,
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