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ENGINE SMOKE IN THE STANISLAUS

~ By UICK PENNICK

Februery, 1968, witnessed the final actions in the ncquisition of the hest
Side Lumber Coupuny by the larger, more modern Picering Lumber Corporation of
standard, Californio, southeast of Sonora., ilow lnown as the liest Side Lumber Co.
division of Piclzering, the tvo ocompunies continue to operate independently

lany railroad enthusiusts are aware of the logging reilroads operated by these
tvo companies, one standard gauge, the other narrow, deep into the tall timber of the
Stonislous Nationul Forest. I.any other fans, hovever, are discovering these fascin-
ating operations for the firet time. The vriter here vishes to present a summary of

operetions on the two lines, primarily the narrow geuge West Side line, as they exlat
et present,

Pickering, symbolized by a plck-on=ring insignia, owns 75 miles of standard
gauge line north from Ralph, Calif., on the Sierra R. R. Tackling grades os steep as

4,7%, the track climbs from 2300 feet at Standard to & moximum of 4767 feet at Soap
Creek Paszs.

The log trains vind across forty-eight bridges and trestlea, one of which, a
long, curving timber trestle, wns recently abandoned in favor of a route across the
earthen Lyons pum,

HERE I8 A SKETCH UHICH\IILL HTLP THE REaDER CaPTURE TH®W FLAVOR
OF THESE MOUNTLIN LOGGING OPERATIONS.

RH30fSD acquires San Francisco "Iron lLionster" street car. See story on page six,
Look for RHSofSD Calendar of Events on page three of this issue,
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During the opercting season, fifty eectlon hands und fourteen bridgemen ore

required to keep thig mountunir networlk in repair,

s rogter since 1957. How-

] ht llow diesels on it
Pickering has had two bright yello S ina oty deep M e wosd

ever, five heavy shays, nos. 6, 7, 8, 11, and 33, ure wor
about thirty miles north of the Standard mill. The diesels operste north as far as
Schoettgen (pron: shotgun), which is the steam and diesel division point. Steam can
also be seen at Beardsley's, on the Niddle Fork of the stanislaus River, near Pine

Crest.

’)

Schoettgen Pugs is sccessible by u winding dirt road, but Beardsley's would
require a bit of hiking. Points accessible by road, or most nearly accessible are:
Schoettgen rass, Grohl, Sour Grass, and Beaver Creek Camp, not including grade
crossings.

It vag understood, eccording to the present schedule, that there is a steam
trein due et Schoettgen Pass about 3:30 P. k. during the vieel:, hovever, a check ¥ith
the Piokering dispatcher would be advisable before going in search of their trains.

Four steam engines, three of vhich, 1, 5, and 10, are Heislers and the fourth
a shay, 12, are rusting out of use at the standurd mill, It ves reported unofficially
that one of the Shays operating in the vioods may soon be sold and has been quoted in
the neighborhood of 33000,

snother Pickering Shay, the tvio-spot, has been on display at Standard City
for obout tvo years. Ho vandalism of any sort is yet apparent and may never be.

On the other side of the fence, at Tuolumne (Pron: tu-walomy) several miles
southeast of Standard, lies Pickering's west Side mill, better known as the ..est Side

Lunber Company. "

It is to this tiny lumber town, high in the Sierras, that an increasing number
of steam narrow-gauge enthusiasts are trekking to marvel at this extremely rare oper-

ation,

Wwest Side operates six three foot gruge Shays over 58 miles of 35-60 pound
rail to the present terminus at Camp 45, In addition, the two-spot, a 60 year old
Heisler, and No. 12, a Shay, are stored in the open ot the mill.

The tuo-spot is one of two Heislers and is the oldest engine on the line. The
other Heisler, Wo. 3, is similar to 2, but is ecuipped vith standard-gouge trucks to
shuttle loaded and empty freight cars between the mill and Sierra Railroad!s Tuolumne
fard. Talk of a dlesel has never been heard in west Side circles.

SOLE FuCTS
aocording to Wiest Side officlals

Construction of the lins began in 1898, and all work on the first 12 miles
was performed by Chinese hand labor, supplies being hauled by puck eanimals, mostly
burros. The next 26 miles were also the product of hend labor, though the Chinese
were replaced by whites. The balance of the construction was done by muchinery,
first the gas shovel and later modern bulldozers ond scrupers.

The rallroad was originaelly incorporated as the Hetoh-Hetshy & Yosemite Vy.
R« R. (not to be confused with the Hetch-Heteny Aailroad operated by the Sierra R,R,

Hovever, this company wes dissolved about 1837, .

_The Feather River Short Line Rail Hoad is planned for the Plumas County Fair at
Quincy. Locomotive would be Hobart Seuthern-Clover Valley Lumber Co, No., 8., It is a
2-6~2 Prairie. Log cars and a caboose were alszo donzted by the Clover Valley outfit,
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AFChER PICKERING-WEST ST UE STGRY

Published four to six times a year as = SOREHAUED
/a ;l;:tgfi‘izjl.a]: p\-xbi.ioution o? the rellway =  Maximum mileage of the line was 72.0
' Soeiéz oggile Y gf San Dlego. ~ miles, beck in 1949. Roadbed is all dirt,
Th N cers lnolude: Corky . “ no rook ballast used, Grades: O to 6%,
omson, president, and Tom Matson, re- = mostly favoruble, for the first 19.0

ocording secretary, Burbara Thomeon is " miles; the next 31.0 miles are level, and

flewsletter editor. Soolety mafling ad- ~ the last 8.0 miles are 2.5%, adverse to
dress 1s Box 9351, San ilego 9, Calif. ~ the loada.

Mispatcher staff includes: . |
Editor angd ® . Curves reach 60°%
Publisher; Eric Senders i

assoclaete Editor: Dougles Duncan =

S8ix foot ties are used, mostly loocal
- asgoclate Editor: Richard podgs . ™

inoense cedar.

Art Editor: Ellen Sanders = f B
Ciroulation; Allan Copeland =  There are four bridges on the line, all
: Typing: .~ dJoe Strapac ~ of which are timber trestles. They are
‘Dlapatcher mailing addreass is 7861 ® located at Miles 7.0, 38.0 (the longest,
Hormal ave., L& Mesa. Phone HO 9-1288. = 320'), 44.0 (the highest, 76'), and 49.0.

Separate subscriptions: 9 lssues for §l. = ;

A 2,00 active or sustaining membership = jetchmen are stationed at each of the
includes a Dispatcher subscription, T bridges during the operating season for
o) S ====;e==m===. fire protection.

There are 18 passing tracks, 10 water statione, and 4 oil stations scattered
along the line.

Four camps are located on the railroad; Camp 24, railrcad maintenanse, Camp
. Clavey, logging, Camp Niagars, logging, and Cemp 45, logging.

The line rises from 2,650 feet elevetion at Tuolumne to a maximum 5,170 feet
at Camp Niagara.

Irain capacity for first 19.0 miles 1s 19 cars loaded with approximately
90,000 board feet of logs. The capacity for the remeining 39 miles ie 38 cars haoul-
ing about 180,000 board feet.

Usually six trains opereate deily except Sunday in two divisions; two trainas
leaving shortly after midnight, and another two at about 7:30 A.M., returning in
eleven or twelve hours. average speed ia 7-8 miles per hour,.

Tiest Side operates roughly from lay 15th to November lst, depending on the
weather,

350,000 board feet of lumber are shipped deily via railroad, end an additional
100,000 board feet by highway, making the totael daily produstion roughly 460,000
board feet. 7Yearly production 1s estimated at approximately 44,000,000 board feet.

For the photographer, there are numerous points along the line which ure
ideally suited for pictures, many of which are .accessible by ocar.

Points of special interest wre the four bridges and the numerous balloen
loops. The loop nearest Tuolume is reached by a half-mile hlke from the grade cros=-
® ging, up the right-of-way, c

RAILVAY HISTORICAL 50CIETY o
September 14 Picnic at Travel Town, Griffith Park, Los Angeles
_September’ 16  Board of Directors at Thomscns! home
October 6 General lieeting, Safety Roow, Santa Fe Station
October 12 Grizzly Flats and Pioneer Lill Railroad excursion
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The first bridce, cver the Tuclu-ne Rivzr 2t Hile 7.0, 1s Q°v98512~9 b§5r°ZS'
and is a favorite with photos: aphers., all bridges are built on curvesa. amp 4o ¢

also be reached by the narrow, winding dirt road.

A jeep is about the best conveyance in the logging country, but an ordinary
passenger car, in good condition, would sulfice.

The l.est Side management is most rcceptive to railfans. Arthur H. Ronten
(pron: Ron-teen), Vicods and #ailroad Superintendent, is quite congenial and 1s pre-
pared to answer any questions about the narrov-gauge line.

with reference to funs riding one of the narrow-gauge trains into the woods,
restrictive insurance and the condition of the track makes this virtually impossible.

A trip of that sort would obviously be a ccmplete sellout. The scenery is
indeseribably spectacular, and icy water f1lls the streams and rivers the year !'round.

It appears, however, thut the famed hiest Side narrow-gauge may not be around
for very much longer, according to Neil Vodden, treasurer of the Central Coast Knil-
viay Club, and others familiar with the Viest Side operotion. Realistically, its
demise seems overdue in this age of progress.

Viith this in mind, this writer intends to return to the big woods to capture
again in picture and sound the fascinuting three-foot gauge ruilroading of the Viest
Side Lumber Company.

- -

ROSTER of LOCO:-OTIVES
WosT SIDE LUMBER COMPaMY

Number Type Truzks welght Built Disposition
2 Heisler 2 35 tons 1898 Stored
*3 N 2 In service
7 Shay 2 €6 tons 1911 s
8 u 80 tons 1922 ]
9 il 80 tons 1923 g
*%10 i 80 tons 1928 i
12 s 65 tons 1926 Stored
14 4 2 65 tons 1916 In service
16 " 2 65 tons 1913 L

* On stendard gauge trucksa.

#* One of the heaviest fHarrow-gauge Shays ever built.

Shay type locomotives were bullt by the Lima Lcecomotive Werks, Lima, Ohio,
This company merged viith The Baldwin Locomotive Wworks in 1950,

Leisler type locomotives were built by Heisler Locomotive Co., Erie, Penn-
sylvania, until 1941. 1In that year the patents covering this design of locomotive
vere sold to the H. L.Porter Co. and the Heisler Co. vas dissolved. Porter, however,
never bullt eny Helsler locomotives, as the market for geared logging locomotives
fell through during the depression. Sosttered orders for Shays continued until 1945
when the lust one was built for the l.estern Maryland, --J§

’

FEWS IN BRIEF: Carl Helfin, new owner of the Narrow Gauge liotel, reissued the Narrow

Gauge News, Your editor received Numbexr 80, July, 1958.,...Donald Duke wants informa- .
tiza aboud licKeen cars, An eastern grovp wanhts information on liack rail cars, We'll
forward items submitted,,,,.Orange Empire now owns LATL 1201, BCER 1225, SDTS 508,

ECL 00150 and LCL 00157,,...Tom Sefton wonders if readers have noted the former SDFRy

Class 8 car body to the north of Alverado Parlway?.....Pennick suggests that readers

rote rail news in Arizona Highways: 7=4li; 11--48: 6=L9: 6-503 11-50 amd 5-55,

B e




Pape <15
WEST SILCE LUMBER COMPANY {
PICKERI NG LUMBER CORP.
Calaverss and Tuolumne Counties
(o
K)Beaver Creek /
()j( ' Sour Grﬁs
3 H)/\/\V}\L 5 -}'Bga_r‘-'d_'sleg‘ 5
PICKERING g gl 1 A
LUMBER CORP, AL IR VESTSIDE
R Schoettgen) -~/ LULBER CO.
Pass "/ R.R.
River ) Xg /
Lumber Railrdads i
an Sierra Railroad r pamp Clavey (largest trestle)
0 Ol TNy . am 21.‘{‘ I
/ ‘\ 3% lﬂ
- N
( o
M\r oCamp Niagara
Sonora = !
anor O ."L }5;/ j\' amE hs'
JamestownG¥ Sierra RﬁK 4 EFolumne Gy, ho
Standard Ralph &
f"r.' Rgster of Locomotives

PICKERING LUMBER CORPORATION

No. Type Trucks Driv. Cyl., Weight Boiler Tractive Builder, Disposit.,

Press. Effort Date
1 Heisler 3 40 18x16 170000 180 32500 Heis. 1813 Retired
2 " 3 38 16x16 150000 180 26000 n 1917 Trav, Town
3 Shey 2 36 12x12 125000 180 24000 Lima 1910 Blaplay
6 Helsler 3 40 18x16 172000 180 32500 Heis. 1912 Retired
6 Shay 3 36 13%xl5 198200 200 35100 Lima 1921 In Serv.
7 a 3 36 la?xlﬁ 196900 200 35100 " 1925 "
8 il 3 36 143xld 209800 200 2200 i 1924 i
10 Heisler 3 40 18x16 168000 180 30000 Heis. 1912 Retired
11 Shay 3 38 13x16 193300 200 38200 Lima 1929 In gerv,
12 i 3 386 14%x12 159600 180 29100 t 1903 Retired
33 " 3 36 14gx1b 202600 200 40400 b 1922 In serv.
NOTES ¢

1 Ex Sunget Timber Co. 1, Dempsey Lbr. Co. 1
2 Ex Hetch Hetchy R. R. 2
3 Ex Sugar Pine Ky. 3, Standard Lbr. Co. 3; both lines vere predecessors of Plckering.
b Ex Sugar Pine Ry. 5, standard Lbr. Co. 6; last used on CCR Club excursion 10/57.
8 Ex Hetch Hetehy H. R. 6
7 Ex Fruit Growers Supply Co, 6, Standard Logging Co. 80
8 Ex Cascade Timber Co. 108, Long-Bell Lbr. Co. 1008
! 10 Ex Blue Jay Lumber Co. 10
' 11 Ex Forest Lumber Co. b
12 Ex Sierra Ry. of Calif. (Orig. name of Sierra R. R.) 12, purchased 1924,
33 apparently built neu.




Page 21-6

1OGGI¥G RAILRUADS

Operating in California
1968

COLLINS PINE CO., Chester, operating oommon earrier almenor Reilroad

DIAMOND MATCH €O., Sterling City, Chico

FEATHER RIVER PINE LILLS, INC., Feather Falls, operating common carrier Feather

River Railroad
FRULIT GROWLERS SUPPLY CO,, Hilts
HAMMOND LUMBER CO., Samos

LONG~-BELL LUMBER CO., Weed, Tennant

MeCLOUD RIVER LULBEL CO., MeCloud, operating common cerrier MeCloud River R.R. Co.

MICHIGAN=-CALIFORNIA LUMBER CO,, Cemino, operating common carrier Cemino, Placerville

and Lake Tehoe Railroad

PICKERING LUMBER CORP., Stendard, Tuolumne (n.g.).

Lumber Company

Harrow-gauge formerly West Side

QWINCY LUMBER CO., Quincy, operating common carrier Quiney Reilroad

RALPH L. SEHITH LUMBER CO., Canby

SIMPSON REINMOOD CO., Korbel, operating common carrier Arcatae & lind River R. R.

THE PACIFIC LUMBER CO., Scotia

WINTON LUMBER CO., Martell, operating common earrier Amador Central Railroad

++this information may not be wholly vp to date, but is as complete es present

information allows.

op

FLASH=RHSotSD TO ACQUIRE SF STREET (AR

At press time (Sep.20) it appeared
certain that the Railway Historical
Society of San Diego would acquire a San
Francisco street car, Car would be one
of the remaining "Iron iionsters" (170,
171, 176, 181, 184 and 186).

The Board of Directors which had
prior approval to arrange for purchase of
a Los Angeles Transit Lines narrow gauge
street car upon hearing of the availabil-
ity of a San Francisco car decided to ar-
range for the purchase of the latter type
car, The San Francisco cars are standard
geuge and are in operating condition., At
a previous meeting RHSofSD members al-
though deciding not to spread themselves

too thin did decide to authorize Society
officers to search for one piece of op-

erating equipment which would remain in

Society hands,

Location for the car is as yet unde-
termined, Being considered are sites at
Del. liar and the United Railway linseum
at Perris, and a rental location at the
Orange Empire layout, a subsidiary group
at Perris,

The Sccisty also has ownership of
SDERy car body #54 and a degree of con-
trol of SDES 528 which was placed on per-
manent display at the Del Lar Fairgrounds,

The project will be discussed at the
October 6 peneral meecting.
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RIS DH3SK: sapplemsnt o Issue 21
Th@ Qiﬁpatcéarﬁn?s N3G to buke 4 buck seat tiais summer Dick Dodgz
ngaﬁgmijoﬁb'ﬁéu°ow“’ Loug Dqg;an naz been working overtime or tra-
babi® and 35J£ﬂ'?’ d?i your edltor Lias been busy holping tend a new
S8 ) oo o sSLing T ‘a 13w school }ob But, somehow, Issues 20 and
hova i Pt together., usnd weril bagin vorkan on issue 22.

o v

r sl val reacders. whoit 13 your answer
Bres Qo you want o Tind in the Dispuatchexr?®
ur likes and dislilkes?

low herefs some homeworl for ell lov
to Ghe question, "What feat

in other words, what ave yo
e ral oY) ed the Vegt 353 : Fompany~~nuha sun-
Jecz (o th;m Jssug of qc Wi dence, dut sort ot
wn interesiing coincildenca. ¥e the Train
Eaéuzihc stx i, had not10wd ’Qcomlno morﬁ and
more interssted in the loggl paw Dick Pennlck
i3 noted fox his iaterest in ch se m

ifornic Yublic Utilities Commisaslon has anproved szata Fefsg
discontin.ﬂ: the morning novithbound Colden CGate and the southbound

ei vniber G---subject to cervain coanditions. iore clarifi-
cation 1a 4“_ {Weatsin Rallroadsei)

to'Pe;"’“" X cha :

fication, " - - -~ avandoned Lrackage.”

Tatest issue of the Pacific Railway Journal, 2 @&
Egldwin WMagezine on the “illwouXkee Road: ig nocw & !
e operationg on this trnpscovt qcntal road prior to world War II
ETE horourn1v coverad, and dluioaal pictures have been addeéd to the
work tc bring it up-tvo- datec iz ,N,OO % copy freowm ths Pacific
Railway Journ&l, 2304 Melville Drive, San Marino. Pyocseds from the
cale of this issue will be used in »art to finance Ricihard Dodge's
"One ¥en'ts Towa Elecsric Haﬁlwaya"

For sale! 1. 3cisaco of Pallways., World Ruilway Publighing Gou. 1902.
T5~el, "File conditio: hip (fifveen dollar

4 -

2. 9lin O. whuelOﬂ,xgg_Eﬂjggg, Lliustrated with photographs.
Worthazn Pacitic Railvoad, St. Pawl, 1006. Paper covered
pamenlet, 75 p., very fine condition, “_ 50

3. Wall Wap of the Unlon Paciiic Syvsten, 35°
About 1910.

-

Yor the above pleass contact ©the Dispatehes

g
=

The Naticnaul Rallway Historical Socisty, Inc., Lehign Valley Chunter,
will s=id: 1, "The Liba"ty Bell Route’'s 700 3eries Interuvrbans.® 16
pp., 1k photo S, cte. ’Q .50, 2., "Railroads 1n the Leiign Vallsy, sSteam
Dperation Ju,o_loq), $1.25. 3. "The Liberiy EBell Routs’'s 800 Serles
Interurbans." $1.00

Coming up in the Dlspatuhe Fritz Schumachey dascribes the Disneyland
Failrozd., WNews about the Fogue River Valley and Dale Centry s Rallroad
Also story of Charles Gerdes? work on SDERy caw body i#54. Help neededI



