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RHSofSD  PLANS

An unusual excursion, planned for
uway 17, will include a train that is
unique, station stops that are different,
and travel in a foreign country,

Ixcursion Director lially Duthie an-
nounced that 1HSofSD Excursion ;10 will
be on the Sonora-Baja California lailroad
(Ferrocarril Sonora-Baja California) with
a special train operating from uexicali
dovin the main line to ftiito (K76) or Ll
Doctor (K107). Plans now call for a con-
sist which includes a diesel-electric
(formerly gas-electric)motor , a German-
built coach, and a conventional coach,
lzotor was possibly the Tonopah & Tidewater
wotor #99 which once served Ludlow, Cru-
cero, Death Valley Junction and Beatty;
the German-built car is one of a series
of modern first and second class coaches
used on the overnight passenger train;
and the conventional coach is one of sey-
eral former Southern Pacific coaches now
otined by the Sonora~-Baja California
(known also as 5. C. 0. P,),

Duthie is awaiting confirmation of
the equipment assigned and the fares to
be charged,

Ficture stops will probably be sched-
uled in the SCOP hexicali yard, at the
quaint toun of Victoria, at the one-lane
rail-highizay bridge which crosses the
Colorado, and at Liiito or El1 Doctor.
Cther stops may be added. Duthie has rc-
aguested that the railrcad consider having
the train load at the Inter-California
station just across the border. If the
request is not granted the train will de-
part fron the new modern SCOP terminal
vhich is located in southeast iiexicali.

Pacific Greyhound provides the only
public transportation to Calexico-iiexi-
cali, but patrons may use private cars
or poscibly ride a chartered bus if a
sufficient number are interested.

RIISofSD members will receive an ex-
cursion notice as socen as trip details
are .available, Hon-members should write
to liallace Duthie, 3360 Cranada Avenue,
San Diecgo 4, for infowrmation.

NIQUE FXC'JRQIOM

REVIIk OF RATIL NE'S

Imperial and liexicali Valleys
I'or several months Southern Pacific

has been routing all U,S, freight to Yuma

via Niland rather than via the Inter-Cal.
The San Diego train, knovn as the Side-
winder on the Tl Centro-Yuma section, is
routed via Hilond, Cther Imperial Valley
trains include the Los Lngeles freight
via Miland to Los Angeles, the Perichable
via liiland to Yuma, and the irrcgular
local serviceto the Imperial Valley
towns. Add to this service the @ainline
trains vhich by-pass the Valley vnroper.

The Inter-Cal (Compmania del Ferro-
carril Inter-California), except ior Tex-
icali switching service,is all but dead.
No trains other than _nternatlon 1 switeh-
ing opecrate across the border. The sole
mainline run is the .iexicali-Algodones
mixed freipht which runs only once a week
— on liednesdays. That'!s all! 4An old
SP coach sits at the Inter-Cal station
at the border awaibing its one weekly
run, No trains operate throuzh to Yuma,
Inter-Cal apparently continues to lease
SP locomotives for its remaining service,

Cn the Ferrocarril Sonora-Baja Cal-
ifornia it's a diffcrent sto“y. “THers we
find an overnight passenger train, iiexi-
czli to Benjamin Hill. Consist incluces
one diesel cab unit, several first and
second class modern German-built coaches,
perhaps an old conventional (SP) coach
or two and one former Southern Pacific
Pullman. The latter car operates thraugh
to Guadalajara and may soon run through
to ilexico City., Cther cars operate only
to Benjamin Hill,  Ferrozarril del Pa-
cificocars are used on the train from
time to time. Also on a daily overnight
$8C (or SCOP) run is the regular freizht,
The "Ranchera! train (whatever that u:as)
has been discontinued., Track is not the
Lest and top speed is /15 mph.

SCCPis Mexicali statiun is about
five miles southeast of the border gate,
Track runs fiom the Inter-Cal station a®




the border southcact tc e Sniora-Exjs Srlifoiria DICPATOHIR Papge 2
terminsl, FEatire terminal - headquarters building,

passengszr stacion, freight station, shops, ctc, - is fenced in, Inter-Cal track runs
through the terminal area and then both 1lines sharc the track (Inter-Calls
track??) nine kilometers to Pascualitos, (SCOP's station is 5.78 K., frem the bor-
der.) 4t Pascualitos the Inter-Cal line veers to the northeast while SCOP goes dir-
ectly ahead, SCOP!'s liexicali plant is large and modern and the buildings are
scavtered over considerable acreage, Inter-Cal's station - well, it needs paint}

San Diego & Arizona Fastern Lailvway Company

Three car bodies, located at Tierra del 5ol (formerly Hipass), end until
recently used as living quarters, are to be sold or demolished, Old Hipass station
is still there, Car body at Tl Cajon is also to be removed.......Cbserved: Rousta-
bout , San Diego-bound, on the Silver Strand on Jan. 19. Ccnsist included locome-—
tives 5101-5102, a flat car, a box car, and SDAE caboose 402, Cn a recent Sunday
your editor also spotted a 40 car train eastbound through Tierra del Sol,.....SD&AE
105 was scrapped at Purdy, Los Angeles, in February; 106 was scrapped same place
10-7-58; 103 is retired and is rusting away at Bayshore. (Strapac).

The La Mesa Industrial Area siding may be relocated on the North side of the
tract in order to facilitate highway interchange construction. Present location is
poor because truck loading ofteh interferes with traffic/;.....Former SDEAE
richt—-of-way between Santee and lakeside, acquired some years ago by the state, may
become part of a Lakeside Freeway, Route is to be adopted and other necessary right-
of-way purchased, Roadbed about 100 yards north of the liagon ‘’heel to the Lakeside
station is involved.

The City Council of Chula Vista in January directed City Administrator F. Syl-
van Fulwiler to negotiate with users of the SD&AE branch along Third Avenue to move
their operations,,....SD&AE trains for some time now have been using the new bridge
over a four lane section of U,S, Highway 80 near Coyote Wells,

AT&SF Escondido Branch News, Bob Weaver, reporter

Stakes are now in for a new Santa Fe spur in San karcos which will serve Buy and
Save Larket's new warchcuse. The new building will be a distributing point for Buy
and Save!s five large supermarkets (in Carlsbad, Oceanside, Fallbrook, Vista and
Escondido) and will probably add much inbound traffic to the branch.

The '"Tscondido Switch Run! now serves as shippers four packing plants (Calavo's
is the largest avocado packing plant in the world) in Escondido and the Crystal Si-
lica Company'!s plant at Talica.

Eight lumber yards and builders! supply houses, two cement plants, six feed
mills and stores, three warehouses plus team tracks in Vista, San isarcos, and Escon-
dido furnish plenty of inbound traffic, It isn't a rare day when one can find s=zver-
al cars spotted at each industry., Of course all this means shiny rails and a veiy
busy train crew,

Depot at Vista, built in 1913, was originally painted red. The semaphore order
board was vrenroved in the ate thirties and clearance cards were used, Order board
now in use was installed in 1953. The station was remodeled in 1941 when the office
space was enlarged and the waiting room almost eliminated. Until 1949 when the Gal-
avo plant burnt down and then was rebuilt in Escondido there viere two men in the de-
pot with at third man at times, The train stopped hauling express in 1946 when the
cciho was replaced by a caboose., Coal stove was replaced with a modern gas hcater
in 1955, The coal, stored under the station platforin, was then used by the train
crew for a stove in the caboose,

Ap 8-car bridge and building crew was recently in Vista replacing the red tin
roof on the depot with red slate and also working on pile trestle near Buena. On
conasion the crew of the San Bernardino-San Diego freight also make a run on
the branch., 3100 class engines were used on the branch. Station figent Robert Dhob-

bett has a picture of #3140 at the depot.

Cther Santa Fe News o '
T Saxkta Fe's proposal to discontinue Carlsbad and Encinitas agency stations as
cf January 22 has becn held in abeyance due to community protests., Santa Fe also
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ISanta I'e news continued

planned to discontinue the lLiailway Express
agency at Encinitas,

l Santa Fe's Oakland-Bakersfield main
iline was blocked all day Janvary 1l be-
icause of a nine car dcerailment caused by
ran automobile running into the side of the
!train. Fog obscured the wig wag.

The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Rail-

SHOP TALK

The Dispatcher would appreciate
readers mailing in any information they
have on the Sonora-Baja California,
inaterial will be used for an excursion
brochure and for a special edition of the
Dispatcher,

Dispatcher would like to mention
the nemes of subscribers who have taken
out a Society membership. They include:
John Vi, Barriger III, Tom Eastlick, Ross
Fry, Rev. Thomas P, Garrett, J. W. Gros-
didier, Robert Kubach, E, J, Lupien, S.C.
hickler, and Paul @i, Uilson. Velcome to
you fellows who have taken out a 1959
menbership. iiiss anyone?

Thanks to ERA's Headlights which
also gave us a plug for Issue 19.

Kind comments have come from J. L.
Wiatson, Vaughan Sanders, Henry Alvarado,
and Everett Edwards, Personal (San Diego)
recollections received from lilliam T.
Newman and Bill Garner will be run when
space permits. Randolph L. Kulp, 602
St. John St., Allentown, Penna., wants
pictures of lack rail cars and locomo-
tives for a forthcoming publication. Can
anyone help him?

Good book order lists are available
from Owen Davies, 121 No. La Salle St,,
Chicago 10.

Look in Feb,1959 Popular izechanics
for a good UP turbine story,

Dick Pennick says look for rail
items (large or small) in Arizona Highways
1148, 6-50, 7-L&, 6-L9, 11-5C and 5-55.

! has been announced,

,Way Company sold 19 Gas-Llectric lLotor
|Cars to Luria Bros., Chicago, during Sept-
rerber and October, 1958. The numbers were
1.-117, L-121, 1i-123, 1~-12k, 1i-125, 1.-130,
'M—l3l, 1:-152, =153, 1.-154, 17-155, L-156,
k=157, L=175, =178, 1~180, 1182 and
i1i-187, according to list furnished by Prof.
1S, K. tood, Even the flying skunks are
being de-scented., Therec were no changes
I'in the steam and diesel motive power,
| (Richard V. Dodge news item.)
! A high note of optimism for the rail
~travel future characterized the 103rd an-
‘nual meeting of the American Association
. of Passenger Traific Officers in Santa Fe.
| Numerous innovations in merchandising and
service were discussed by the group as
possible avenues to stem the downward
| trend in rail passenger traffic to in-
c¢rease revenues and to adequately compete
for the travel dollar. Among the travel
' incentives being tested on some railrcads
| are slumber coaches, package tickets
‘which include rail, Pullman, meals, etc.,

! American plan travel, organized tours,

show trains, tray meals, numerous specitl
fare arrengements, rail travel credit

. cards and the travel now-pay later plan,

Addition of lightweight Duplex-type
sleeping cars to the Grand Canyon of Santa
Fe Railway between Los fAngeles and Chigago
This type of car
finds favor with many travelers because.
it costs only ten per cent more than a
lovier berth and yet affords private room
convenience for single occupancy.

Dining Club meal coupon books on
Santa Fe Lailway's Hi-Level chair car

FEWSIETTER COVERED THCESE ITENS BUT,
FOR THE RICORD.o...

42 attended the January Installa-
tion dinner. President Corky won the
bicycle, In the next room was the annual
gathering of the San Diego kodel Railrcad
Club, Rex Cuttell covered both dinaers.

strearliner starting Feb.lé will be avail-
able. Books are good for all meals and
offer a saving of about 20% under top menu
prices., (Santa Fe Public Relations Dept.)

Southern Pacific News

Having been refused permission by
the California P,U.C. to discontinue
eight trains the Southern Pacific Co,

30 attended the United States Gypsum
Plaster City excursion., many also toolk

an informative tour through the plant, !

has now petitioned the Interstate Commerce
Commission for authority to take thc con-
templated action, Trains are the Los




Angeles-Szeramento Hest Coact, & Zan Iran-
¢isco-San Josa round trip, and two Cakland-
Sacramento round trips. (L4 Times)

Shasta Daylight continues on a daily

schedule,

Cn January 20 steam service ended on i

the F, C, de Nacozari,

Union Pacific News

Union Pacific Gas Turbine j#61 coupled
in multiple with geeps 300-301 came into
the Los Angeles area in January, Re-
turned the ncxt dey. (PRS)

Union Pacific used steam until about
Thanksgiving Day. (PRS) Ilost of Cajon
Pass now has welded rail. (liore is to be
laid on Santa Fe betwecn San Bernardinoc
and Fullerton) (FRS)

Pacific Fruit Ixpress plans to move
its car shops from Colton to Tucson next
sumner.,

FERSONALITY PROFIIF #1

4 JAGGD PROFILE OF

RICHARD V. LODGE

4 descendent of the "Damn Yankees",
the Block Island, Rhode Island, branch
of the Dodge family and of Sir Francis
Drake on the mother!s side,

A Native Son of San Diego, having
arrived January 2, 1889, at the northwest
corner of State and Ash Streets,

The first recollection of riding in
the cab of a steam locomotive was on one
of the Coronado kailrcad's dumies from
the ferry landing to the race track on
Fifth Street.

Cbtained primary and secondary edu-
cations in i.iddletown School and Russ
(San Diego) High School,

Began railrcading in 1900 on the
Southern California Railway now Santa Fe
as a grespasser,

Graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic

Institute of Troy, New York, in 1912,
with a degree of lechanical Tngineer.

iiorked on the Baltimore & Ohio Rail-
road, out of hLt. Clare Shops, Baltimore,
in charge of the Dynamometer Car and as a
material Inspector, in 1916 and 1917.

Employed by Southern Pacific Company
in 1920 at Stockton, California, in the
l.aintenance of ijay and Structures Depart-
meat, transferring in 1924 to the kain
Office in San Francisco,

Returned in that year and was tolera-

ted by the San Diego Gas and Electric
Company for 29 years.
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Retired in December 1953 to devote
more time and energy in riding the rails,
photographing steam locomotives and del-
ving into local railroading history,

! A4d finis,
| (Tditor's note: Dick sent us an addition
vhich we proceeded to lose....50mething
about working during Viorld War II - part-
time, that was - in the San Diego & Ari-
zona Lastern Roundhouse generally gelting
messed up while trying to keep the steams
ers all shined up. The above profile was
prepared by Dick Dodge at the request of
the editor. Cne loyal reader, noss rry,
to be exact, suggested that brief biog-
raphies be included in our copy.)

AMQUNCTI.LNT

| The Railway Historical Society
(of San Diego authorized the

!Dispatcher to again change its
subscription rate. |

Effective immediately the

Society will allocate 331 per !
| year per member to the Dispatcher%
| The Dispatcher was also author-
ized to institute a new rate of |
w1 per year Lo non-mcrbers,

For this rate the Dispatcher
will publish four quarterly

i feature issues which will in-
clude at least two pages of
[multilithed copy with a picture
Ior two, Usually the feature

i issue will be accompanied by i
ga mimeographed news issue, i
|

| 01d subscriptions will be hon- |
| ored without additional charge.

i

: The Dispatcher editors feel

j that the new plan will provide

i readers mith an improved service,
[

SAN DIFGO AHTA NIAS FLASHFS.....Pacific
Alr Lines has applied for a San Diego -
Catalina run, two round trips sunmmers,
one round trip winters. PBY's will make
the 48 ninute one way trip.....Pressure
bailding up for SDTS bus service to Bos~
tonia and also to North La ilesa, Bos-
tonia area is presently served by the Il
Cajon Valley Lines.
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BRTEF HISTORY AND DTSCRIDTION

OF SOUTHTRN PACIFIC KWLCIEL BRANCH NARROW CAUGE LIVE

- th£h§e70:h7mlle narrov gauge line in Owens Valley between Keeler and Laws, Calif,,
e | iﬁglglng part of the original 300-mile narrow gauge Carson & Colorado Rail-
g Y’ wilt E?Ween iay 10, 1880, and August 1, 1883, from riound House, Nev,, south

o xeele?, Calif. It was an offspring of the now-defunct Virginia & Truckee Railrecad
and was intended by its builders, U.S. Sen. William Sharon and Banker D, O. liills,
eventgally to run from the Carson Liver to the Colorado Liiver and to handle a mining
traffic which actually never reached expectations,

Originally there was no southern rail connection for the line and all freight and
passenger service moved to and from the north and east by llevada connections, Sou-
thern Pacific purchased the entire line in l.arch, 1900, when traffic was at low ebb.
Soon aftervard, a new mining boom developed along the line in Wevada (but not in
California) and SP soon broad-gauged some 116 miles of the route within ilevada,

A decade later, at the southern end of the line the building of the great Los
Angeles Aqueduct required new railroad facilities to handle construction materials in
volume, In 1910 SP finished its sbtandard gauge line from liojave to Lone FPine and on
beyond for four miles to intercept the narrow gauge rails at a transfer point named
Ouwenyo. Through traffic on the narrow gauge now could move in and out via l.ojave to
the south instead of via Reno to the north. As Nevada mining traffic again dwindled
one portion after another of the northern end of the narrow pgauge was abandoned, The
last section to be taken up was the 30.7-mile strip from Laws to Benton, Celif., in
February, 1943, the rails going to the war effort. The present line, Laws to Keeler,
is unchanged since that date,

Except for an occasional railfan excursion, there hes been no passenger service
on the line since 1932, Complection of a good road (U.S. Highuay 6~395) through the
Cwens Valley paralleling the railroad had brought a sharp decline in passenger pat-
ronage after 1925. Today the railroad has no passenger ecuipment, Open gondola
freight cars formerly used for the infrequent railroad club excursions have been re-
built into flatcars with the former wooden benches removed and the company no longer
runs railfan excursions due to lack of safe passenger-carrying equipment.

At one time there were 16,000 miles of narrow gauge railroad track in 42 states
of the nation, and in Western states alone there were more than 100 narrow gauge
roads. Today the Keeler Branch is the last narrow gauge common carrier west of the
Rockies. Its less than 200 tiny freight cars (box, flat, gondola and cattle cars)
heve wooden floors and frames Jdifficult to keep in repair, These cars cre able to
carry less than a third the weirht handled by a modern standard gauge, steel freighs
car, or about the same as a large highway van. Since October 16, 1954, motive power
has been furnished by L50~horsepower SP Narrow Gauge Diesel Locomotive No. 1, the
rost modern thing on the historic line, while Steam Locomotive Mo. 9 (built in 1909)
is kept ready for standby service, :ost of the rail is the original 35-pound~per-
yard (as compared to modern mainline 136-pound) rail made in 1830 in England. The
traffic is about 85% talc in its various grades, either bagged or bulk, from three
principal shippers at Laws, Keeler and Zurich, OCn a 5-day week operating basis,
traffic presently averages only about three standard gauge boxcar loads per day--a
far cry from the peak year of 1929 vhen G0 men viorked on the transfer docks at
Cuenyo. The ratio is about 7 to 1 in favor of the outbound traffie,

The branch line is part of Southern Pacifie's San Joaquin Division; headquartered
at Bakersfield, IBowever, due to its historical connections with the Fevada lines,
agreements with the railroad brotherhcods still require that erews be assipned fron
Selt Lake Division personnel. This mesens that relief personnel usually must cone
almost 300 miles by bus from Sparls, Neve




F w JUPEY B o b & i e
Kacler Stetion waoe clccod in Augueh,

1957, oad SP presently is awaiting a de-
cision from the California Public Utili-
ties Commission on an application to close
the Laws Agency and to handle all business
on the line from the Gwenyo Agency,

Hellywood has made numerous Vestern
movies on the line, Exarples of the rail-
road!s old-time rolling stock are widely
preserved and on display in Bakersfield,
Los Angeles, Independence, Carson City and
Reno, Railfans come hundreds of miles to
see the narrow pauge in operation,

The narrow gauge was built along the
east side of Cwens Valley, nearest the
greatest potential of mining traffic,
vhile the parallel highway and population
developed several miles away on the west
side., Fven today as the tiny train runs
from Keeler to Laws-~through 70 miles of
drifting sand in desert terrain ranging
from 3605 to 4105 feet elevation--its
crew sees only a couple oi paved road
crossings and not a single retail store.
(Editor!'s note: Aibove story was released
by the Southern Pacific Public Lielations
Department. lote should be iiade of the
fact that the Bishop Chamber of Comuerce
has appealed far and wide for help in
retaining the line in part because of its
increasing importance in attracting tour-
ists to the resion.)

VERDE VALLEY HOLIDaY
by Richard V, Dodge

Railroad fans are unpredictablel!

The Central Coast Railway Club set
up an onusual excursion, using three forms
of power, A special train was to operate
on lLiarch 8, 1958 from San Jose to Chico,
Calif., via Vlestern Pacific Railroad to
liarysville using the remaining steam en-—
gine No. 94 and via Sacramento Northern
Railway from lLarysville to Chico using an
electric freight motor and finally a
diesel, This diversity looked like a win-
ner but the trip had to be cancelled due
to lack of patronage,

Cn the same week end the Verde Valley
Holiday, one of the John i., Ferris Tours,
wias scheduled and the response was
amazing. This excursion, leaving Los
angeles on Friday, barch 7, was operated
over the Santa Fe via Ashfork, Drake and
up the Verde Valley branch to the ter-
minus at Clarkdale, Ariz., The special
train of 12 cars, including six Pulimans
and two chair cars, headed by 4-unit pas-
senger diesel number 29, covered the en-
tire route, Probably this was the first

i bonuood,

\..
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such passenger train to run over the
branch line,

liany stops for the taking of photo-
graphs were made at scenic points, includ-
ing one at Hell's Canyon Bridze at Drake.

The nines at Jerome and the smelter
at Clarkdale, now ouned by the Phelps-

! Dodge Company, have bcen shut dovm for

several years. At Clarkdale, the Chamber
of Commerce had arranged for transporta-
tion by school buses and private cars to
take the tour members to see Jerome, now
advertised as the country's largest ghost
town, Tuzigoot Naticnal :ionument and Cot-
The d eparture from Clarkdale 1:as
made at 6 p.a. 1i.S.T. on Saturday the 8th.

About midnight, there was a young
blizzard at Seligman.

V/henever Dick Dodge is aboard, some-
thing always happend. So, about 11:15
Sunday morning, the trein i:ade a hurried
stop in the midst of no place. Then it
was discovered that the Pulliran, :iamed
Choctaw Tribe, in which he was riding, had
developed a hot box.

In air conditioned cers you centt al-
ways smell the "stinkers", The Choctaw
Tribe was exiled into a siding in Siberia,
the next station west., '"Curley" Emerson,
Santa Fe Passenger Traffic Depertment,
played the part of the brave fireiran and
doused the smouldering waste with a bucks
etful of water. The Choctaws surrendered
and were interned with the Comanches for
the remainder of the journcy.

Cn arriving at the Los Angeles Union
Passenger Terminal, Bill Henry, Santa Fe
Fireman, accomodatingly, said to Dick
Dodge: "ie have a ride coming up, Can ve
drop you off somevhere?" Quick-as-a-
flash Curley chirped in: "There's a high
bridge right over there.® 3-22-58
THE LAST VORD: Yes, Southern Pacific
has petitioned to abandon the Cwens Valley
line,...Sometime a sheet of corrections in-
cluding Al Rosels comments about Pennick's
Pickering-Wiest Side story...PE wants to
abandon Agzusa-Glendora,, . New SDELL spur,
west lead, at l.estern Pipe, 48th & Farket
(Judd)...LALTA will remove tracks on 2nd
St. from Bdwy to and including the curve
connection at Central ave,..LAl.TA invol-
ved in labor troubles. Vote soon betueen
the two prouns that it inherited from iCL
and LATL, Also a current wage demand.

And finally, reminding RhSofSD folk: sign
up for a 1959 nembership - failing that
at least send in your .51 subscription.
See you all at the farch 2 meeting.




