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FIRST TRAIN TO CAMPO! When the first train
from San Diego arrived in Campo September 16,
L97-6, l-ocaf residents were on hand to
properly welcome SD&A buifder and presi-dent
John D. Spreckels to the area. Shown (I-r)
are: John F. I'orward, who as San Diego,s
mayor in :-.907 turned the fi-rst shovel of
earth at the SD&A ground-breaking; John D.
Spreckels; rrold settl-ersrr Alphonso o. erigsby

and rrunclerr Lee Dlorris; and Harry L. Titus,
SD&A,/Spreckels, chief counsel, with Sp
locomotive #2265 behind them. we can
understand Forward,s love of a good cigar,
but what's that bush between Spreckels and
Grigsby, and why is it there? Track ball_ast?
photo-San Diego Historical Society (Tit1e
Insurance & Trust Collection)
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JOHN D. SPRECKELS
LAST OF THE - GREAT RAITROAD BUITDERS

by Bill schneider

John Diedlrich Spreckles, a wealthy investor
and businessman, and eldest son of San
Francisco sugar and shipping magnate CIaus
spreckels, first came to San Diego in 1887.
With his brother Adolph B. Sprectels as
partner, he began buying, building, and
investing in the San Diego area, which became
his adopted home. Anong the properties owned
or controlled at various times were the Del
Coronado Hote1, two of San Diego's three
newspapers, a major bank, three of the
Iargest downtown business buildings, various
ranches and supply companies, the otay/Morena
water supply system, and the Coronado-San
Diego Ferry. So great was Spreckels'
influence, that when he offered to rent the
Spreckels Building to San Diego for use as a
City Ha11, the Planning Commission turned it
down because they felt Spreckels was too
powerful already wj-thout also literally
owning City HaI1! (The mayor then fired the
cornmission! ) He was also a major Republican
Party leader.

Spreckels also acquired three shortlj-ne
railroads in San Diego County and built thern
into an excellent public transit network,
contributing greatly to the county's growth
in the turn-of-the-century pre-automobile
era, when eLectric trolley Iines were a
principal means of local- transportation.

In the early l-900s the Southern Pacific
served all of California's major cities
except San Diego, accessible only by the

Santa Fe. Sp president Edward narrinln wanteda connection to San Diego, but knew thatpeoFle were generatly suspicious of bigrail-roads, especial.ly hi; gi""t Sp/Upconglomorate. ne realized that Suifaing=EEha connection himself would make l-andacquisition and other negotiations moredifficult, so in Novernbei rsos, the spapproached spreckels about a joint venture.
At the same time, San Diego had wanted a"direct connectionrt raitroad- to ifre east forover 50 years. It felt betrayed when itsinitial link to the east, lnl--c"tlf"rniaSouthern Raj-1way (completed in 18g5 vlaOceanside, Fa1lbrook, Temecula, and
Riverside) was downgraded and later abandoned
in 1891 after several washouts, in favor of
its newer rrsurfrt line through Orange County.
That in effect put San nieqo at the end of aSanta Fe branch line fron rival Los Angeles,
frustrated its dream of becoming the -major
port for Southern California, and Uaafy
wounded its civi_c pride. Joha D. spreckeli
was the catalyst who gave both San Diego andthe SP what they wanted.

On December L4, J.906 Spreckels announced thathe would build a railroad fron San Diego to a
connectj.on with the Sp in E1 Centro, to be
named the San Dieqo 6 Arizona Railway. What
was not made public was that Harriman,s Sp
would finance the railroad, something onty a
few _perceptive people surmised. Spreckels wasadmired, trusted, and an enthuslastj-c,
detennined IocaI leader and civic booster whocould (and did) obtain the support of thelocaI populace, giving the sp a highly-respected wealthy Ieader as the tine-,svisible builder, and giving San Diegans theconfidence that herd see it through. Groundwas broken September 7 | 1_gO7 | and SD&Aconstruction began. It was not to be ea=V,but Spreckels was the right man for the job.'
Problems soon began. fn September L9Og,Harriman unexpectedly died ana the new Si,
management decided the San Diego connection
was too expensi-ve and not that important, andcut off further funds, revealing who had beenfinancing the SD&A, Spreckels himself saidthat cutoff was rtantamount to a knockouttr,but decided_ to keep building the railway with
Ur+ sg money. The SP tried to get him Lo buyout their much greater inteiest, but herefused. In 1912 an Sp suit was filed againstSpreckels to recover the $3,000,000 thatHarriman had advanced, but it was dismissedin 1916 and the Sp was forced to retain itsinterp,st in the sbea. However, the 1i-tj-gationslowed progress, and Spreckels was Jorelytested to keep construction going.

Another crisj-s arose in May 1911, whenMexican Liberal forces fed mostty bysocialist lww-inspired Americans sLizeaTijuana and created many difficulties forcontruction crews working on the Mexicanportion (Ferrocarril Tijuana y Tecate) of the1ine. On June Z2nd they were defeated by
see next page2



more Spreckels...
Mexican Federal troops, and many of theLiberals surrendered to emerican arithoritiesthrough an p&A caboose parked astride theborder at Tijuana. From april to June 1914,political tensions between- the United Statesand Mexi.co again affected the 1ine, sconstruction.

A . major disaster to Spreckels, otherrailroads and to a lesser extent the SD&Acame . in January 193_6, when the f am-oGI'Hatfield the Rainmakerr floodwaters went ona rampage, destroying buildings, brj_dges,tracks, and rolling stock. Th-e'Campo-andTijuana River areas were the hardest hit onthe . SD&A. Again Spreckels rose to theoccasion. rrput it Sack!tr were his orders.
Financing eased a bit in 191_7 when a new Spadministration began funding soEaconstruction again, and Spreckels nLrged hisother railway interests into the SD&A.

Then came another b1ow. The United Statesentered World war I on April 6, LgL7, and onDecember 28th the U.S. Rtilhray Administration
9e11ed nearly all the nationis railroads andhalted all ne!/ construction. But even theU.S. government was no match for ilohn D.spreckels! He went to Washington, D.C., and

convinced the authorities that the SD&A's
strategj-c border route and San Diego's naval
facilities were of vital national interest,
and on Uay l-0, 1918 control was given back to
the SD&A.

The rnost difficult and final stretch of
construction was through the rrimpossibletr
(and almost t'impassible'r) Carrizo corge. It
was incredibly difficult and expensive to
bui1d, but Spreckels was determined to give
San. Diego its ttdirect connectiontr to the
east. on November 15, 1919 he did just that,
personally driving the SD&A's final (and
golden) spike in the gorge. He referred to
that event as the trhappi-est momentrt of his
distinguished life! He also remarked that it
was well that men could not forsee alI the
obstacles and difficulties lying ahead in the
undertaking of great enterprises. He
certainly spoke from experience.

The line,s first'through train to El cbitio
ran on November 30th, but the SD&A's official
ttGrand Openingrt came at 3:40 PM December ].st,
when the first train from El Centro arrived
at San Diego's xuniontr (Santa Fe) depot
(pulled, ironically, by SP locomotj-ve #27Oe).
Thousands cheered; it appeared the Santa Fe's
monopoly on San Diego's rail traffic was

is Willian Nettner. Anyone who was anyone was
there! But whose dog is that? Note the lack
of ballast, which nay explain why the first
through train to EI Centro didn,t run until
November 3Oth!
photo-San Diego Historical Society (Iicor
Collection)

see next page

ilohn D. Spreckels experiences the self_described rthappiest momentr of his life as hedrives home the cold Spike, completing th;
g?n?igclo & A,rizona Railway ' on lrlvembei 15,1919 in Carrizo Gorge. In -the white suit aileft is San Diego Mayor Louis J. Eildte; th;hatless man in the dark suit at right center
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more Spreckels...

ended. and colorful Mayor Louis J. Wilde
expressed the rnood of the city when he rather
over-exhuberantly exclained trHere comes San
Diego's first real smokestack!tr The entire
week was proclaimed as a rrTranscontinental
Railway Week Celebrationil to honor the
completed railroad.

John D. gErreckelg (whose name was on occasion
mis-speI1ed rrsprecklesr') richly deserved the
on-board luxury provided by SD&A business car
#O50 trCarriso Gorgert after all his hard
efforts in buitding the line. The
construction of the sD&A was his crowning
achievement, and one that was driven far more
by pride and determination than by personal
profit. Spreckels retired in L923t turning
most of hi-s business interests over to his
son, Claus, with Arnandl T. I,iercier becoming
president of the sD&A. At a dinner he hosted
for 100 business leaders on May 19, 1-923 at
the Hotel Del Coronado, Spreckels commented
rrWhatever else I may or rnay not be, I am not
a quitter! 1'. His building of the SD&A
attested to that. He was later honored at attSpreckels Appreciationrrdinner at the U.S.
crant Hotel attended by 600 business people
from as far as EI Centro and Yuna.

His death on June 7, 1926 narked the passing
of the last of our nation's great
individualistic railroad builders, a fact not
always recognized by historians and rail
buffs, who all too often assume that such
individuals lived only in the 19th century.
Mayor John L. Bacon issued a proclamation

asking that public buildings and business
houses be closed during funeral services, and
civic leader (1ater Congressman) ceorg.e
Burnh:m said rrsan Diego has no greater name
than John D. Spreckels...he was the heart and
1j-fe and nerve...of the city he loved and
helped to buiId".

At the time of Spreckels, death, the huge
John D. Spreckels Building on Broadway
between 6th and 7th Avenues, conceived as a
Iasting monument to him, was only haf-f
completed. It was soon sold to a local
syndicate and purchased in L929 for
$3,ooor0oo by the Bank of America, which used
it as its San Diego main office for over 50
years.

In 1933 Spreckels' heirs sold their interests
in the SD&A to the g!, which renamed it the
San Dieqo 6 Arizona Eastern Railwav. Today
the most visible legacies of afohn D.
Spreckels in San Diego are the Spreckels
Theatre Building (formerly SD&A headquarters)
downtown, and the popular Spreckels Organ
Pavillion in Balboa Park. And of eourse, thettsuitable business cartr acquired for his use,
now safely preserved at Campo and being
restored as a tribute to Spreckels and what
he did for our region. Would that we could
restore it nore quickly, and occasionally
display it around the state and natj-on at
special events to remind new and future
generatj-ons that John D. gpreckels vras of
that special breed apart that never quit nor
shirked a challenge, and was the last of our
natj-on's great railroad builders.

* * * *

Material for this article was obtai-ned from
and acknowledgement is given to our Museum
library, other fiIes, newspaper articles,
Report and Dispatcher issues, The Risinq Tide
by Richardl F. Pourade (Union-Tribune, L967),
San Diego & Arizona, The Impossible Railroad,
by Robert Hanft (Trans-anglo, 1984), and
Railroads of Baia California by;Iohn A.
Kirchner (colden West, 1988).

*
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TACILITIES COMMTTTEE MEETING
IN THE MUSEUM OFFICE, 820 WEST IIFII STREET

FRIDAY EVENINGf JUNE 7, 1991

NO-HOST PIZZA FEEDING FRENZY
BEGINS AT 6:30 PM

BUSINESS MEETTNG BEGINS PROUPTLY
ATTPM

Crowds led by Governor Stevens, Mayor Wilde,
Adniral Rodman, ceneral Pendleton, and of
course the Spreckels farnily greet the first
SD&A train from EI centro to San Diego on
December Lst, 1919. Ironically, at the Santa
Fe depot, with Southern Pacifi-c *2708 on the
point! At least the gegg are lettered San
Dj-ego & Arizona, 1ed by baggage/coach combine
SD&A #175, now retired at the oranse Empire
Raitway Museum in Perris, CA. The sign
visible over the depot roof readsrrSanta Fe
Hotel, Rooms 25t35,50 centst'!
photo-San Diego HistoricaJ- Society (Ticor
collection)
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Photos - San Diego Historical Society

MOVERS AND SHAKERS: SD&A builder i,ohn D.
Sprectels (left) with six other San Diego
civic leaders in L9L9. Theyrre (left to
right) virgilio Bruscbii FraDf Belcber,
president of the Spreckels-owned first
National Bankt Councilman Freal Eeilbroni
Councilman ilohn HeId; Councilman Earry
lYeitzel; and spats-wearing Mayor Louis Bilde.
They were a colorful lot - Wilde once punched
a council member in the jaw in a hotel,
organized a syndj.cate to drill for oil in San

Dieg6, and preJented a formal' ba'1} for
Britain's Prince of Wales in 1920 as though
it were a Coming-Out party for his debutante
daughter! Weitzel was accused, trled, and
convicted of seeking $1041000 in bribes and
sentenced to ten years, but it was reversed
by the State supreme Court on the grounds
that bribery laws did not apply to
legislative officers! Most of these men were
pro-developrnent in the ItSmokestacks vs.
deraniurnstt debate. (Ticor Collection)

the sign that stood in'the Carrizo Gorge for
many years, but is now long gone. Using
1990's t,echnology, we can probably put up a
roolded synthetic sign that wilI last
indefinitely. Let,s rrPut it Back!r'in tirne to
greet the first train through the Gorge after
its rebuitding! (photograph Collection)

IIPUT IT BACK! PUT rT BACK! x That was themessage t ohD D. Spreckels sent to hi-sconstruction crews at Campo when thetrHatfield the Rainmakerrt floods Uaaty damagedhis SDQA Railway in January 1916. Now in f6sfit's time for our Museum tt take on the taskof rrputting it backr (replacing, actualty)
5
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CAMPO REPORT

Barney Barnier

The long-awaited rrEast Leadrr was only 8 feet
short of reality as of April 13. Assisted by
Don Getz operating a borrowed Track Loader,
Mike Reading on our own loader, and rny son
Bob Barnier on our forklift, we were able to
re-a1ign the switch to the yard lead and now
are ready to join the track together. Extra
credit must go to the special folks who have
been out there driving spikes by hand on so
many weekends. Ted Koraweibel and Frank
stites come out and spend al1 day on nany
saturdays driving spikes, and there have been
several occasions when Duane Leal was out
there ALoNE doing the sane! I do not want to
take away any of the effort of so many who
have helped on this job, I just wanted to
recognize sorne special people for a hard job
well done.

Don cetz arranged for the loan of a tracked
Ioader, and with the assistance of Boy Scout
Troop #380 from Santee (arranged for by Bruce
genelsberger - Bruce's friend Richartt gcbultz
is the Scoutmaster), did a great job of
plowing up the rrscrap Yardrr area just north
of the Depot. Don dug a big trench, and we
placed most of the scrap in the trench for
burial. Thanks too to Diana Wood who produced
lunch for the Scouts on short notice.

our two latest acquisitions have arrj-ved in
town. The Baldwin AS-61-6, Oreson g
Northwestern S1, along with ALCo MRS-I, USAF
#2104 are now safely in SD&IV hands awaiting
transport to Campo. We owe a BIG THANK YOU to
our friends at Union Pacific, Southern
Pacific, and Santa Fe for their assistance in
moving these locomotives to San Diego.. UP
brought the big Baldwin all the way from
Oregon to Barstow at no charge, and Santa Fe
brpught it j-nto San Diego. Then, after our
own troops polished all the bearj-ngs on the
ALCo up at Vandenberg Air Force Base, the SP
moved this engine to Los Angeles as a special
restricted speed move, where the ATSF picked
it up and brought it to San Diego. Without
our special friends at the railroads. neither
one of these locomotives vould be able to be
shown at our Museum. It nust be noted again
that members of the Museum's Board of
Trustees funded the purchase of the Baldwin

Official Publicati.on of the SAl.l DI:GO RAILROAD MUSEL:,I
4695 Nebo Drive, La Hesa, Calj.fornj-a 92041

EDITOR: Harry E, Doerrng
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THEODORE I(. LIPSEY

It is with deepest regrets that we announce
the death of Eed Lipsey. He was the victim of
a heart attack on March 22, 1991-.

Ted was a member of the Museum and Head of
the Board of Trustees' Finance Committee
since May, 1989. He was a coowner of the
building at Fourth and Palm that the Museum
office was located in for the past year. Ted
had allowed our use of the space for just the
cost of upkeep, for which the Museum was very
grateful.

Ted was also a member of the Point Loma
Optimist C1ub, and an avid duck hunter.

The Museum membership extends its most
heartfelt sympathy to Ted's wife and fanily.
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WOMEN and the AMERICAN RAILROADS
by chalmers Kerr, SDRM Trustee

and
ifohn Rotsart, Curator

San Diego Model Railroad Museum

During the latter hatf of L99O the California
State Railroad Museum, Stanford Gallery, OId
su"t.r"nto, presented a photographic and
interpretative history of |3! Years of wonen
and tte railroads. The exhibit was collected
and assernbled bY shirleY Burman,
Photographer-Hi stor ian .

The San Dieqo area is fortunate to have the
ian niego u6aer Railroad Museum.present this
ffiq"-" 

=--"arr".tio.taf opportunity in San Diego
between June 8th and September 30th, l-991'

trThe many colorful histories of America's
railroadJ are usually based on the stories of
th; ."., who built and operated them with
tittl-e mention of the contributions of women
to those historiesrt, says Shirley Burman' rrI

have tried to give faces to these rail-road
lromen who have stood in the shadows for over
135 years through the exhibition Women and
the American Railroad.

In assembling the exhibition, Burman
collected historical and contemporary
photographs, posters, and.graphics dating
Lacx io iess. when historical photographs
didn't exist, she created graphics and hand
coforea posters based on reference material'
There were no available historical books on
,ornen'= contributions to railroading;
research material and photographs were
extracted in bits and pieces from museums,
historical societies, oral historj'es,
diari-es, oId railroad magazines, and people
familiar with the Proiect.

Women laborers, Union Pacific RaiIroad,
cheyenne, Wyoming, May 29, 191-8. original
damaged glass plate from the Wyoming State
Museum. J.E. Stimson, photo.

This exhibit was made possible in part
through a grant from the San Diego commissj-on
for Arts and Culture.

At the outbreak of World War I, 100,000 women
were caIled to the railroad yards for the
first tirne to fiIl many manual labor and
mechanics positions vacated by men leaving
for war. The many skeptics of women's
strength and durability were disproven. In
1918, President Woodrow Wilson mandated that
women lrere to receive equal pay for equal
work.

Women and the Ameri-can Railroad shot'rs
important support groups, such as the famous
Harvey Girl-s and Nurse-stewardesses, women's
auxiliaries, railroad wives, and the women's
associations.

After the war, most wonen returned to their
homes or took nonrailroad jobs. Railroad
positions stiIl available to women were
clerical and station operator jobs.

With the advent of World War II women were
once again eaIled upon to replace men. They
eontinued to nake advancernents in many
different job ski11s but philosophies changed
and by 1955 many jobs performed by women
during wartime were no longer open to them.

A major change finally came for women with
the passage of Title VII of the Civil Rights
Act of ]-964. The exhibition describes the
efforts of southern Pacific operator Leah
Rosenfeld who was denied promotions because
her ernployer was bound by California Labor'sttprotective statutesrr. She brought suit
against Southern Pacific Railroad and in
effect against California. The United States
District Court of Appeals affirmed that the
California rrprotecLive statutesrt were in
violatj-on of Title VII, a Federal Act. This
decision impacted favorably upon California
women and set a precedent, benefiting aII
women in the United States. By 196'l hirlng
practices changed and women were encouraged
to apply for positions not open to them
previously, such as engineers, brakemen, and
conductors. Todays railroad women work side-
by-side with the men in most jobs.

Shirley Burmaii is a comrnercial photographer,
and designer and builder of smal-I exhibits.
Burman sometimes teams up with husband,
Richard Steinheiner, nationally-known
rail-road photographer, on assignments for
General E]ectric, Trailer Train, and Chevron.

As a prel-ude to the exhibit, women and the
American Railroad, a sl-ide show will be
featured on Saturday, June 8, 7-99I, at 3:30
PM in the Museum of San Diego History,
upstairs in the Casa de Balboa, Balboa Park,
San Diego, The slide show involves the
research and development of the photograp[ic
exhibit. Adrnission is free for adults r.iith a
museum day pass; $1.50 for general admission,
free for children under 15 years of age.
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CABRISOGOBGE.O'
OUB LINK TO THE SAN DIEGO BAITBOAD BUITDER

JOHN D. SPRECKETS

Story and Photos by Bill gchneider

The Carrizo corge - an l-l--miIe north/south
stretch of track costing four rnillion 1918-19
dollars on the east/west San Dieqo & Arizona
Railroad - is without doubt the nost awesome
and spectacular stretch of rnountainous desert
railroad in the United States. Yet since
1951, only train crews, work crews, security
patrols, a handful of invited guests, and
trespassers have seen j-ts beauty and the
harshness that gave the SD&A the sobriguet
ttThe Impossible Railroadrr.

Similarly, the SD&A's only business car
also referred to in various documents as a
prj-vate car, officers' cay, and official- car
- is without question the most historic car
owned by our Museum, yet its true beautv is
only now beginning to be appreciated by rail
buffs and the publ ic a1ike. SD&A #050trCarriso Gorgerr is the car acquired for the
use of John D. Epreckels, prominent San Diego
County developer, entrepreneur, business
feader, and philanthropist, and builder,
chairman, and first president of the San
Diegs & Arizona Raifway. For years only
railway officials saw its ornate interior,
and when the public finally did get to view
it, the classic interior woods were covered
with layers of paint. Now that's being sIowly
changed, 6s our Museum continues its
methodical restoration efforts.

The car was buift by the Pullman Company at
Pul-Iman, 111inois, in 1909 to Plan 21158, Lot
3234, Order #5509 or 6/23/08, and delivered
to the Southern Pacific on February 14, L910.
It cost the SP 9!6,91-3,62, and was a Class
72-0 (Spec. C. S. 219 ) buffet/smoker/observatj-on
car in the *1732-1136 seri-es. Numbered SP
#1733, it weighed l-27,9OO pouritls (63.95
tons), had a Vapor Car heating system, both
gas and electric Iighting systems, and seated
15 in the buffet/observation room and 25 in
the smoking room for a total of 4O. Those
were the days of the rtgood five-cent cigarsrr,
and the car must have reeked with their
aroma! It had six-whee1 wooden trucks, wood
sides, ornate colored glass side and
cferestory windows, and hardwood interior
paneling inlaid with stripe and flower
patterns. It is 72'6tt long over end sills,
10' wide at the eaves, and l-4,9rt high.

on December 18, 1919, the SD&A (which
completed its rnainline on November 15, L9L9,
and whj-ch SP owned half of) agreed to
purchase SP #1-733, which was then in the
Sacramento, CA area. The car was delivered to
the shops of the SP-controlled Pacific
Electric Railwav in Torrance, CA on December
23, 7-920, and converted into a business car
for the SD&A in 1921-. The SD&A paid
$38,952.50 for the car, which included the
purchase price of $12,500 for the car,
$18,655 for labor and materials from the PE,
$3,400 for a Commonvrealth steel underframe
and plates, and lesser amounts for other
furnishings. The official date of purchase

SD&A #O5O rrCarriso Gorgerr in the carbarn at
Campo in 1990.

was January, :-922, and SD&A records state
ttReasons: Necessary to provide suitable
business car for President (In later years
the Work Orders were revi-sed upward to show a
total acquisition price of 555,2o9.42,
although the reasons were unknown, and it may
have been some trcreative bookkeepingtt when
the SD&A was trying to sell the car! )

Renumbering SD&A #05o rrCarriso Gorgerr after
the scenic site of its t'last spike" ceremony,
the car now weighed 146,500 pounds (73.25
tons), had a solarium lounge with office
space and open observation platform, two
large bedrooms with sink and toilet, a
shower/tub bath, a dining room, a galley, and
stewards' quarters with mohair berth, shower,
and toilet. Four other Southern
Pacific/CentraI Pacific wooden observation
cars were also purchased from the SP in 1922
and converted into SD&A cafe/observation cars
#01, 02, O3 and 04 (ex-SP #10900, CP #10901-,
SP #1726 and SP #1735).

SD&A #O5O rtCarriso Gorgert was assigned to the
railway's buiJ-der, John D. Spreckels, who
served as its chainnan and first president,
retiri-ng in 1923, although he also used the
car on an Eastern trip in mid-l-924. Railway
memos show he was not pleased with the
frequent failure of the car's speed guage and
its leaking water system, especialty in the
desert! Spreckels died on June 7, 1926.

The car was also used by other railway
officials, including a trip to Seattle in
JuIy, L922. In )-923, SD&A #05O was used in
filrning Carriso corcre, the Maqnificent, a
promotional filn. Later that year it was used
on a publ.icity trip to New Orleans and the
east by the railway's new President and
General Managerr Armand T. Mefcier, who was
later president of the Southern Pacific
itself during Wor1d war II. on that trip he
shovred films about San Diego and the SD&A in

see next page8
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Bore Carriso Gorge
the car. He'also used the car on a trip from
Seattle to San Diego in August, l92B (it was
deadheaded north).

Generally, however, the car rrras not used very
often, spending most of its ti-me in storage.
Records indicate it was repainted and
varnished on L922, L924, a927 and L928, and
was relettered |tSan Diego & Arizona Easternrr
after the SP acquired fu11 control of the
rai-lway from Spreckels' heirs in 1933. The
hand brakes were repaired in !929 t but norrqeneral repairstr were ever made to the car.

In November, L937, SD&AE #O50 rlcarriso Gorgert
(now designated an rtofficers, carrr) was put
up for sale by President and General Manager
f.L. Annable, as the company had rtlittle or
no use for ittr. Several inquiries were
received, including one from C.C. Palladine
in the PE Building in Los AngeIes, who
considered using it as a beach horne! However,
the depreciated value of $2o,27L.9I as of
Decenber 31, 1937 t was ttentirely too hightt
for the actual value of the car, and on May
25, 1938 it was decided to keep the car in
condition for service.

On August 7, 1940, SD&AE f050 rrCarriso Gorgerl
was leased to parent Southern Pacific and
renumbered SP # 1Ol- rrTucsonrr , continuing in
service as a business car during World War
II. On April 13, 1945, long past its useful
life, the o1d wooden car was saved from
scrapping by being converted into a medical

Interior of SD&A +O5O,s Solarium lounge,
showing displays and stripped ceiling.

examination car, and was again renumbered as
SP "Of f icial Car,r # l-3 5 . Many of its ornate
fixtures vrere removed, medical examination
facilities were installed, and the entire
interior - including wood paneling, fixtures,
and even some wj-ndows - were painted Hospital
creen. That paint may horri-fy railfans and
created untold hours of hard work for our
restoration workers, but it probably acted as
a preservative and kept the car,s wood from
rotting away during the next 40 years of poor
maintenance. SP #135 was reportedly used as
far east as EI Paso, Texas. fn L951 it was
permanently acquired by the sP, when it was
assigned to Dr. aydney falbot.

In l-955, after much negotiation and a near-
turndown by local authorities, SP #135 was
repainted grey by the sP and donated by the
railroad to the Southern California
Expositj-on./San Dieqo County Fair along with
SD&AE steam locomotive *l-04, again saved from
the scrapyard. They arrived via the SD&AE
(passing through Campo) in San Diego County
on September l-, L955. Taken to DeI Mar by the
Santa Fe, they were placed in the fairgrounds
at a cost of $J-r600, raised by the county's
first rail buff group, the Railwav Historical
Society of san Diego, with Eric SaDders, irack
Stodelle, IJyLe Juddl, and Doug Duncar (later
PSRMA founders) leading the way. The exhibit
was officially dedicated on June 24, L956
during the annual fair. Illustrative material
on past rail activities (and model railroads
as well for a time) was placed in the car,
renamed SD&A #050 rrCarriso Gorgerr, by the
RHS, which staffed the exhibit every year at
fair time. One of the most active RHS leaders
and car staffers in those years eras Glaalys
rrTrainsrr skeens.

Visited by thousands of fair-goers over the
next 27 years, the exhibit deteriorated from
exposure to the elements, including salt air
from the nearby Pacific Ocean. Lj-ttIe
naintenance hras done beyond basic
housekeeping by the RHS; declining membership
(some formed the PSRMA in )-96L, including
some of those most responsible for the
exhibit's donatj-on; the RHS is now defunct).
In February 1982, the 22nd District
Agricultural Board (which operates the fair)
donated the equipment to the PSRMA with the
request that j"t be removed from the
fairgrounds. Because of the time required to
raise funds for the move, the PSRMA opened
the car to the public at Def Mar for one last
time during the 1982 fair. on February 15,
l-983 the eguipment was trucked to a siding at
Solana Beach, costing the Museum #10,OOO,
raised through special contributions, gifts
and even loans by Museum members. The Santa
Fe and sD&AE donated their move to San
Ysidro, and in August 1983 , SD&A #050ItCarriso Gorgert was taken with the Museun's
rrGreat Freighttt to Campo on its tthome rails" !
SD&A #O5O tiCarriso Gorgetr is now inside our
carbarn at Campo, where it is verv slowly and
carefully being cleaned, stripped, and
restored as tj-me, volunteers, and very scarce
funds pernit. Too many of our hard-working
members have been involved in its methodical
and tedious restoration to atternpt to name
thern a1l, but in recent years, afeanie Jones
and olivia Neec6 have been especialty active
in working on the car and researching its

seo next pagoI
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more Carriso Gorge

history and furnishings. Jeanie has arranged
an outstanding mini-museun historic display
in the car's solarium, lounge, highliqhting
the car, John D. Spreckels, the SD&A/SD&AE,
and other railroadiana. The Exhibits &

Programs Department, under Rich Borstadt, has
j-ssued a Special Car Note (our only one so
far! ) on this historic car. Donations of
funds (the larger the better) and above all
of hands-on work to restore the car to its
l,92L SD&A appearance are urgentlv needed!
with vour hetp and support in substantive
ways, one day SD&A #o50 trcarriso Gorgett will
again roll in restored spendor through the
Carrizo corge, perhaps even behind SP #2353
or SD&A +1o4, as in years gone by!

********
Information for this story was obtained from
Museum fiIes, o1d SD&A,/SD&AE records from the
Museum's trDumpster collectiontt; Report and
Dispatcher artJ-cIes, and personal research.
Special thanks are given to Eric Sanders, Roy
Pickering, Ralph Barger, Jeanie Jones, olivia
t Tony Neece, Norn HiIl, and Larry Rose, for
their assistance, and to the late Richard v.
Dodge, who compiled much of the Museum's
information on this car in the 1950s.

Two views taken in November 1990 of the
galIey in SD&A #o5o rtcarriso Gorge't, showing
it" igzo'= appearance to whlch it is being
restored. Where did they find all those
condiments?

Old Friends rneet again: Carl Eichenlaub, who
started working for the SD&A in 191_4 and was
for many years its Superintendent, is seen
here in the Campo carbarn after revisiting
SD&A #050 rrCarriso Gorgert in October 1990.

Dining room interior of SD&A #o50, showing a
partly cleaned wall undergoing restoration.
Remember, it was covered with green paint
(like the ceiling panel) for over 40 years.
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HOW WE ACQUIBED DIESET TOCOMOTM *2t04
story and Photos by ryirliau (Birr) Niedrich Lt. cor. u.s. Army Retired

was Camp Cooke Army Base. The locomotive saw
very litt1e use after that and was declared
surplus to the instal l-ation j_n L9 8 6 . Any
switching required on the base was arranged
with the SP.

SDRM's Acquisitions Director BiII Niedrich on
Air Force #Ztoa locomotive. Bill spent two
years working on this acquisition before j-t
finally carne to fruition.

When #2IO4 was declared surplus, several
other Air Force installations requested it,
and a facility in Maine was pickeh which is
about as far as you can ship across the U.S.
by rail from Vandenberg. The diesel has
friction bearj-ngs and the Sp Mechanica]
Inspector found rust and pits on some of thejournals (a part of the axle which rotates
inside the bearing). He refused to accept the
Iocomotive for shipment. He informed the basepersonnel the diesel could operate under 25
nph on the military railroad and probabJ-y
never have any problerns. However, to travel
over 3,000 mi1es, in train, at speed, the
railroad just could not accept it.
The MRS-1 was then declared surplus to
sovernment needs and offered to several
Southern California railroad organizations
including PSRMA. AII declined based on the Sp
Inspectorrs findings and the anticipated high
cost to correct the problem or to ship tfie
locomotive by other means.

In 1988 some of our Museumrs staff werestarting to have second thoughts about our
not acquiring the Vandenberg diesel. It
seemed at that time there was no reliable
unit to back up #1809 on the scheduled SD&Apassenger train or to operate a second train
when needed. This writer hras asked to
investigate whatever happened to #2104. Avisit to Vandenberg found the locomotive
still inside the engine house out of service.
ft seems the Air Force had withdrawn i-t fromsurplus with plans to use it in a new missi1e
program at the base. It should be pointed outthat except for the journal probtern the
locomotive was in excellent condition as ithad had very little use at Vandenberg. Theprime mover (engine) recorder showed only 150hours accumulated. The RSD field team hadperformed all the annual maintenance
inspections and field modifications through
July 1986. Protected from the weather, the
exterior and paint scheme of Air Force blue,white le"ttering, yeIlow handrails andbe1t1ine, and black be1ow the frame was invery good shape. At our request, the AirForce agreed to notify us if and when theunit was again declared surplus. The wait was
not 1ong, as the contractor for the new
missile program decided to use his own
equipnent.

with #21-04 again up for disposal, due to nogovernment requests, the Museum Board of
Trustees gave its approval to acquire the
Iocomotive. The State of Californii Surplus
Agency, who is the go-between for the federal
government and surplus property recipients,gave SDRTI preference over several other
organizations for the diesel, based on our
earlier effort and the aforenentioned need of

see next page

Between March and october of 1953, 83
Military Road Ewitchers dash one (MRS-1)
diesel locomotives were built at Schenectady,
N.Y., by ALco-cE, for the U.S. Arny. They
each had a 1,600 horsepower L2-cyl-inder
engine, six traction motors, adjustable track
gauge trucks and were similar in other
aspects to our Museum's EMD MRS-1S #l-8O9 and
1820. It is our good fortune to be the
recipient of one of the ALCo-GES, U.s. Air
Force #2Lo4 built April 27 , L953, as a
donation frorn the U.S. Government.

By pure coincidence #2:.04 is the locornotive
that replaced our #1809 on the coast at South
Vandenberg in 1979. The latter had electrical
problens due to ocean salt air, and the
National Transportation group's Rail Service
Division (RSD) at Hill Air Force Base, Utah,
had decided to replace it with another
locomotive. *2LO4 was selected and taken out
of storage. It was sent through RSD's shop to
repair and/or replace any deficiencies, and
shipped to South Vandenberg as #1809's
replacement, For our first-time readers U.S.
Air Force #L809 along with U.S. Army +1820
were later decfared surplus at Hill AFB and
donated to PSRMA in 1982.

Back to #2Lo4. By L979 the government was
winding down i-ts progran at the j-nstaI1ation,
and the locomotive sat most of the time in
the open on the military railroad just over a
fence from the Southern Pacific coast fine at
Surf. As the name implies, the ocean beach is
just across the tracks. And as to be expected
the same fate was going to happen to this
diesel as had taken place with #18o9, were
the locomotive to continue to remain at Surf.

In early 1982 it was finally moved to the
main base at Vandenberg and stored in the
empty engine house. The trip was l-1 miles
over the SP and base railroads (there are
five nilitary railroads at Vandenberg and aL1
connect to the SP). The engine house was
constructed before WI^l II when the facility
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more #2144
another unit for our SD&A passenger train
operation. There were several requirements,
however. The Museun could not sign and take
possession of the Iocomotive until it eras
removed from the base. The sP would agree to
move the diesel free of charge to Los Angeles
anC interchange with the Santa Fe IF it could
pass a new inspection and IF Santa Fe woul-d
agree to accept it prior to the move to LA.
Santa Fe agreed to also donate a move to San
Diego if *2104 could pass sP's inspection.
For our Museum volunteers it was a challenge
too good to turn down!

SDRM asked the SP to provide a pre-inspection
visit to Vandenberg, with our maintenance
personnel, so we could see the problems and
how to correct them on the advice of their
Mechanical Department. This was arranged and
the requirements laid down by the railroad
were strictly adhered to. To explain how the
j ournal problem was correcterd is too
invofved to cover here. It was, however, not
easy as it required jacking up the 123-ton
locomotive many times to perform the task. In
addition, to prevent and discourage
vandalism, p1)rwood was cut and fitted over
al-I outside gIass. Hood openings were secured
by steel banding fastened from within. Also,
spare parts and equipment vrere stored inside
and secured. A11 of this work was
accomplished over a period of four nonths by
our Museum volunteers who spent many hours
and mj-les traveling bet\./een their homes and
Vandenberg. The members who took part in the
project and the number of trips each made
were: Jim Callahan (5); Jin Cook (1) i Richard
cupp (21 i Rancly Gibson (1) r Dick l{clntyre
(1); Bill Niedrich (5); Stan Paulsen (3),
Ross RobinsoD (1); and Bob Haney (1).

Besides the physical work on the locomotive
there was the administrative portion, naking
eontacts and arrangements with each of the
various government agencies and the
railroads. This part of the effort was
accornplished by Dr. Dan llarnell, Pre3ident of
the Board of Trustees, Barney Barnier,
Executive Director, and BilI Niedrich,
Director of Acquisitions.

The SDRM wishes to thank Colonel Davicl o.
l,tcCIure, Commander, vandenberg Air Force
Base, and his staff for the fine cooperation
and assistance they provided our rnembers in
rnaking the locomotive ready to rnove to campo.
Without their help the job would have been
rnost difficult for us. The same appreciation
goes to Southern Pacific Transgortation
Companv from the senior personnel at its
headquarters in San Francisco afI the way
down to the train crew on the coast line who
moved #2104. A speci-al thanks to I{r. Jerry
cane, Coast Divj-sion Mechanical Officer, and
his personnel for their assistance and
support. And last, but certainly not least,
our appreciation to our good friends of Santa
Fe and the San Dieqo and Imperial Va1ley
Railroads. We say again, THAIIK YOU for your
generosity in rnaking this move possible over
your tracks to our Museum at Canpo.

SDRM member Stan Paulsen stands by USAF #2104
at vandenberg. Note the engine house in the
right background where the engine spent its
Iast eight years.

At West Santa Barbara, 1 PM March 15,
SDRM Mechanical Departrnent melnber
callahan was responsible for making
ready for the move.

1991.
Jim

#2to 4

At 3 PM March 15, l-991, the pair of
Iocomotives is l-0 miles north of Ventura at
Seacliff. The move is slow, 25 mPh, but
steady and trouble-free.M3
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SMV RAITBUS REPOBT

by charles Alban

Assernbly vras completed by April 7th and the
painter, Bob 8tang, owner of Sunshj-ne
Autobodv, showed up with two helpers on
Sunday, April L4th for the first painting
phase.

The interior and exterior have received one
coat of Beaver Brown. The hood has been taken
into Bob's shop for some detail
reconstruction as the metal was badly pock-
marked.

The second coat of brown, and the cream
window band colors were applied on. the
weekend of April 2oth, which allowed just
enough time for lettering and final testing
before being shipped to sacramento.

Photos by Bill SchDeider

READY FoR STARTING, SMV *9's four-cylinder
Ford Model A gas engine hasn't looked this
good since it was built in 1932! It was
undergoing final adjustments on April 13th,
prior to being 'rfired uPr'!

EXCURSIONS REPOBT

by Ann ltcveagh

Another successful trip to Puerto Penasco was
run Saturday, Aprj-I 6th. AII of the Excursion
Staff turned out for the trip, and for the
Excursion Comrnittee greneral neeting held at
the Hacienda Hotel in Mexicali on Sunday
morning over a delicious breakfast buffet.

The committee discussed ways and means to
raise the money to refurbish the Mexicali
Pulhnans. After more planning, a series of
fund-raisers wiIl be announced to the
membership and the public both here and in
Mexico. The committee needs to raise g15,OOO
to refurbish the cars, both mechanically and
aesthetically. When up and running, these
cars are a great potential source of income
to the Museum, both for our own excursions
and as rental cars to private groups. A
protected fund has been established - The
Mexicali Cars Fund. Donations are now being
solicited and gratefully accepted through the
Museum office. For information, calL Ann
Iilcveagh, evenings, at (61-9) 280-4525, or Rita
Cloud, (619) 445-3550.

Thanks go out to the Excursion Staff who
worked the trip to Puerto Penasco, and/or who
attended the planning meeting. In
alphabetical order, they are: Sa1ly Anderson,
Vivial Bradley, Daphne Cherry (trainee), Rita
Cloud, Jo Cox (phones), Velia Fenatt-Hanson
(bus host), corrine & ilin callagher, Bill
croya, Norn HiI1, Lori ,rones (sa1es), Jim &
Belinda (trainee) Lundguist, susan ltcveagh
(trainee), Nancy t{ercer, Joy & Larry
uoorehead (saIes), Bruce llorrison, Randy
Naves (bus host), Don orodico, Jack o,Lexey,
Fran t CarI Pfetzing, PhiI piscopo, Mike
Reading, Katie walker, and Joyce zeLenz.

And a very specj-al Mucho Mucho Gracious
Bobbie Ringersna and her staff who did aII
the ticketing for the trip.

to
of

A rrsold-outtr trip to Copper Canyon April 19-
29 is the next excursion, followed by a trip
to Sacramento May 10-12 for Railfair ,9L,
celebrating the 10th anniversary of the
California State Railroad Museum. We stiIl
have seats available.

Looking ahead, there wifl 
.ne 

excursions to
Tecate in July, and a dinner trip on AMTRAK
to San Juan Capistrano i.n August, followed by
the regular fa11 schedule. fn January a
special tfip to the Yucatan - watch for
announcements of al1 of these trips.

THE EXCURSION COMMITTEE IS SEEKING
DONATIONS AND/OR HELP TOWARDS
REFURBISHING THE 'IMEXICALI ROSEtr AND
THE IIMARIA ELENA'" OUR GOAL TS TO HAVE
THE CARS OPERABLE AND BEAUTIFUL BY THE
END OT' THE YEAR. CAN YOU HELP? SEND
DONATIONS TO THE MUSEUM OFFICE. TO JOIN
A WORK PARTY, CALL ANN MCVEAGH (619)
280-4525 EVENINGS,

MEXICALI CARS
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BY THE TII.IE YOU READ THIS, the Museum's first
piece of equipment, santa Maria VaIley
Railroad #9, our Raitbus, will be painted and
ready to formally roll out of the carbarn. It
is shown here on April 13th, proudly showing
off its new front end. Next stop, SACRAUBNTO
RAIr,FAIR ,9!! Got your ti_ckets yet???
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WHAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN, or

HOW 
,THE 

BIG GUN,GOT AWAY
by Bill Echneider

Lt. Col. Bill Niedrich, U.S. Army (retired),
has been a Museum activist for many years, is
a Life Member, has served on our Board of
Trustees, and been instrumental- in obtaining
many pieces of equipment for us, mostly from
military surplus. Among them are our big tInS-
1 diesels, a 44-ton switcher, a flatcar, a
huge locomotive crane, two hospital cars, and
more. BilI has also tracked down and
investigated other potential Museum
acquisitions, dug out facts on equipment we
do own, and arranged transportation to the
Museum at great savings for many pieces, most
notably steam locomoti-ve SP #2353 from
Imperial Val1ey to Campo.

occasionally Bitl doesn't rneet with success,
as when moving a car from its present
location would cost the Museum far more than
could be justified, And in one notable case,
too much publicity spoiled what would have
been an unbelievable coup, but is now just a
ttmight have been'r.

It began in L987, when Museum Trustee Dan
ItlarnelL discovered that there were two oId
railroad artillery pieces (t'railway gunsr') on
display next to the headquarters of the U.S.
Nava1 Surface Weapons Center at Dahlgren
(remember the Dahlgren guns used in the Civil
War?) on the Potomac River near Washington,
D.C. They had barrels dated 1898 and World
war I rnountings beli-eved built in l-918 or
1919, and had come from Fort Monroe in
Virginia. The rails at the Dahlgren facility
had been torn up, and one of the guns was
going to be shipped to another Navy base for
display.

Dan told Bill about the guns, BilI began
making inquiries, and pretty soon the Navy
offered to donate the other gun to our Museum
provided we moved it ourselves!-'Such a
transcontinental move seemed to pose an
expensive, insurmountable obstacle, but BilI
loves challenges. He worked out a plan to
have the gun barged out of Dahlgren and
Ioaded on a Navy ship bound for San Diego
through the Navy's |toperation Liftr'. It wouLd
take some time to accornplish, and lots of
paperwork would have to be processed.

Meanwhile, colonel Bilt researched the
history of railway giuns on the west coast and
discovered that some sirnilar guns had been
brought down to Carnp Pendleton during World
war II and actually practiced firing out into
the Pacific Ocean. So San Diego County is no
stranger to such railway guns! Excitement
mounted.

After some time passed with no further word
from the east coast on the gun, BiIl called
the Commodore at Dahlgren, and found the rug
had been pulled out from under him. It seemed
the first gun had been shipped by barge to
the Navy Yard in Washington, D. C. in
December, L987 t and placed on display there.
The Navy Yard peopfe apparently publicized
their new acquisition extensively. As a
result, some Army people at the Pentagon took
notice, and notified the Navy that the two
guns had been on loan from the Army's Fort 1b

TIBRARY NEWS

BY Roy Pickering

The location of our new Library/office is
perfect for a railroad museun; just outside
the door we can watch the trolley go by as
well as santa Fe freights, and AMTRAK. The
address, if you want to stop by, is 82o West
r' Street (corner of Pacific Highway and rrFrr

Street). We are still keeping the same hours
as before, SaturdaYs 10 AM to 4 PM, and
Tuesdays 7 to 10 PM.

The move of the Library took place on
Saturday, March 9th. We started at about 6:3o
AM and finished at 6:30 PM. It took three
loads with a 24-foot Ryder truck plus many
loads by pickup trucks. A rea1ly big thank
you to the following folks who helped with
the nove; Bruse Semelsberger, IJarry lloorehead
(he drove the big truck), Bob Unilerhill,
Ranaly Eouk, David Eouk, Roy Pickering, Dan
ldarnell, Tue Nam Ton, CbalDers Xerr, [arry
Doeringr,fin Lundquist (sorry about your
truck Jim - threw a rod in the engine on the
last load of the day), Ied trornweibel, ilaues
Kornweibel, Daniel f,ornreibel, Duare Leal,
ireannie Tonlin, Ashley Eonlin, cliff Pennick,
AI Keevilr Mike Retz, Dale Prescott and llike
Richards (sure hope I didn't miss anyone, and
if I did, my apologies. but the thanks are
just as sincere and heartfelt).

It has been one month now since we moved and
it actually looks like a library again.
Thanks go to those who have helped put us
back together agaj,n - it's not easy putting a
giant j igsaw puz z1e back together. In
addition to many of those listed above, the
following folks have pitched in and helped
out: PauLi westover, Barney Barnier, Kevin
Emery, Ilaura Emery, Ilarry Hurry, Gigi
Robinson, and chuck WarreD.

I would like to take this opportunity to
thank Bruce semelsberger for his constant
support of the library. He is there every day
we are open and some days hrhen we are not,
puttj-ng together shelving, moving heavy boxes
of books, answering questions, sorting and
cataloging. Long hours and hard work don't
stop him. In general, if it needs doing, he
wilL do it. TI1ANK YOU, BRUCE!

Monroe, and since there were no longer wanted
at Dahlgren, the Army now wanted them sent
back to Fort Monroe! Which meant no gun for
our Museum.

Nice try, BiIl! With the military and naval
presence in San Diego County, and our
Museum's extensive sub-col-lection of ex-armed
forces railroad equipment, a railway gun
would have been a great acquisition. We rnight
even have found some donkeys and camels to
use for target practice (JUST KIDDING) ! But
who knows - BiII may yet find us another
railway gun in his constant quest for the
unusual! So keep your powder dry!!!



OUB NEWEST TOCOMOTIVE
bY BiIl Ecbneicler

When the U.S. Air Force donated its diesel-
electric #21-04 to our Museum this March, it
gave us (nechanicalty speaking) a virtually
new 38-year-oId half-rnillion-dollar
Iocomotive! If that sounds contradictory,
consider this: for the first 26 years of its
life it was j-n storage, and currently has
under 70o hours of operating time and onlv
159 hours on its Prime mover!

The gift also rnade our Museum the proud owner
of two brands of the same locomotive type,
ana ot three unusual, nearly-identical multi-
gauge 1,600 HP military road switchers. And
one of them had previously replaced one of
the others after j-ts rrretirementrr! Is j-t any
wonder we keep calling our collection of
rolling stock rruniquetr?

USAF #2LO4 is an l{Rs-1 (Military Road
Switcher), built for the U.s. ArmY
Transportation Corps during the Korean war.
It's one of 83 built bY the American
Locomotive Company at Schenectady, NY in 1953
(frorn L94O through 1953 ALco and General
nlectri-c marketed their diesel-electrics
jointly under the name ALco-GE). EMD al'so
built 13 MRS-1 locomotives to the same
requirernents in 1952, and our Museum acquired
two of those (USAF/USATC #1809 and USATC
#1820) in 1982.

What makes these locomotives special is their
variabte truck gauge of 56-!/2tt, 6otr, 63rr and
66rr, which made it possible to operate them
on the wide-gauge railroads of China and the
Soviet Union, should the wartime military
need arise (it didn't). The ALCo-GE units
have slightly heavier trucks and weigh a
total of 246tloo lbs. (123 tons), and have
12-cylinder engines, while the EMD units
weigh 24O,ooo lbs. (120 tons), and have 16-
cylinder engines, and peaked cab and long-
hood rooflines, which the ALCo-GE ones do
not. Both types have a C-C wheel arrangement
and six traction motors.

BuiIt to ALCo specification #E1670, with
engine serial +73L72, our switcher was ALCo
construction #8o337, GE construction #31658,
and part of ALco order #S-3210. It was also
Unof f icial Model riRSDx-4 

'1 . It has a L2-
cylinder Model 244 diesel engine, the same
model as our Museum's RS-2 ex-Kennecott
Copper 1,500 HP loconotive. Because of custom
design. special features, and cost-pIus
contracts, its approximate price was a verv
expensive 5500,000! But there was a wal' on,
and no one seemed to mind the cost.

Painted black with ye11ow striping and
lettered with the Transportation Corps
"flying wheelrr logo and the number USATC
#21O4, the locomotive was shipped on Apr1l
27, L953 to the Marietta Transportation Depot
in Marietta, PA, and stored there, as the
Army now had enough locomotives and no longer
needed. A 1960 USArC roster shows 28 of these
units (road numbers not given) at the Ne\{
Cumberland Army Depot, PA, and USATC #21-04
was probably one of them. It was Iater
shipped to the National Transportation Group,
Rail Service Division storage yard at Hill
Air Force Base near Clearfield, UT, which was

Next stop Los Angeles. photo-r. niedrich

under the cornmand of the Tooele Arny Depot In
TooeJ-e, UT.

F'rom January 24-26t l-979, USATC *2LO4 was put
into operating condition, and on January
26th was sent to Vandenberg Air Force Base,
CA to replace EMD-built MRS-1" USAF #1e09,
which badly deteriorated from the salty
Pacific Ocean air at South Vandenberg, and
was sent back to Hill AFB for scrapping. (In
1982 it was acquired by the PSRMA and
beautifully restored by our volunteers for
SD&A excursion-train service, but that's
another story. )

Repainted Air Eorce blue and relettered USAP
#2LO4, the ALCo switcher was operated by
United Technoloqies, a civj-lian fj.rm, and
moved shipments of Titan missile parts for
four or five days at a tirne, two or three
times a year, at South Vandenberg. When not
in use (which was most of the tj.me) , j.t was
stored out in the open, and also began to
deteriorate. In ]-9A2 it was moved into an
engj-nehouse (unused since 1946) on the main
part of Vandenberg AFB eleven miles away and
further J-n1and, where it was protected from
the elements. It was started up about once a
week and run around a sma11 loop track nearby
to insure it was serviceable, and taken to
the Titan facility only when needed.
Maintenance teams from TooeIe periodically
visited the locomotive and kept it up with
all modifications through 1986.

By 1986 USAF #2]-04 was no longer needed at
Vandenberg, and was considered for transfer
to a facility in Maine. It was then
discovered it had developed axle bearing
pits, whj-ch ended the New England
consideration, and it was declared surplus'.in
L987 .

The powerful and 1ittIe-used road switcher
was offered to several museums and rail
groups, but aII (including ours) declined
because of the costs of acquisition. After
further study, our Museum reversed its
decision, and through the efforts of Life
I"lember Bill Niedrich and the labors of other
Itluseum members, who repaired it, USAF #2LO4
was donated to our Museum in March L991. (See
BilI Niedlrich's separate story on how we
acquired it.) It cost us only $5,0o0 in
administrative fees paid to the Surplus
Property Department of the State of
California, plus repai-r costs and the efforts
of our volunteers. Not bad for a low-mileage
half-million dollar locomoti-ve.
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STEAM WHISTTING Notes from the Mugeun'g Steam Team

by Larry ,r. willians

There is both bad ner{s (a 1ittle bit) and
good news (a large bit) from our group this
month. First the bad news. After rernoving the
tubes from the inside of the boiler of
locomotive fi2353, vJe discovered that the
front tube sheet is cracked and will have to
be replaced with a new one. Thi.s decision was
reached after extensive consultations with
our advisor, Dennis Daugherty of the
California state Railroad Museum,

The problem, Dennis said, is comrnon on older
steam engines like ours. It happens in the
area where the metal is turned 90 degrees to
form a flange to rivet the sheet to the
barrel of the boiler. over the years, the
stresses on the metal cause it to fracture
and the chernicals in the water erode the
crack wider.

An examination of the first picture, viewing
the left front of the boiler from the inside,
shows a line of cracks that follow the
knuckle area around the entire row of rivets.

Now the good news! The Steam Team has
finished the cornplete repair/restoration plan
for the boiler of #2353 and we are now ready
to move ahead. After extensive review by t{ike
Moore of Fraser's Boiler Service and Dennis
Daugherty, the Steam Restoration and
Operations croup has begun the final steps
that will soon have the boiler finished and
ready to operate. When completed, the 2353
boiler will be as good as new and wiLl have
been inspected and passed by a National Board
inspector, and will conform to the standards
of the Federal Railroad Administration.

The steps of the plan required that we
further dismantle the large pipes that carry
steam down to the cylinders and remove the
head unit of the superheaters. The pipes can
be seen in the second picture on each s,ide of
the tube sheet with the superheater head
behind the smokestack. Removing these items
wiIl be no smaII task since each weighs
several hundred pounds.

Left front of the boiler on #2353 locomotive
from inside, showing the tube sheet with
cracks following the curved knuckle.

photo-1 . wiI I iams

The men from Fraser's Boiler Service will cut
out the old sheet, use it as a pattern when
rnaking a new one, and then install the new
one using a wetding technique used by the
Norfolk & Western Road.

Smokebox of #2353 showing main left and right
steam pipes going to the cylinders.
Superheater head is behind the smokestack.

photo-1 . wil"I iams
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AROUND THE INTERPBETATION DEPABTMENT

by Rich Borstaalt
Interpretation SuPerintendent

CT-4 Mariachis and a definite festive air greet passengers in Tecate
as they disembark frorn this special San Diego Raj-Iroad Museum, Campo-
to-Tecate excursion train, having experienced rail travel of
yesteryear. Photo Credit-Victor paul Molina, SDRM

Excursion activity has been at fever pitch
since just before the first of the year in
order Lo take advantage of slow season and
cool weather to gain maxinun passenger usage
(and revenues) fron our demonstratj-on
passenger equiprnent. The holiday season and
tirst touple months of the year are slow in
ridership at Campo requiring fevrer cars to
accomodate visitors and pennitting use of the
closed cars that cannot be used in warmer
weather because of lack of air conditioning.
on New Years' Day, we did the first Tijuana
to Tecate and return run (pictured on the
cover of Lhe last REPORT). Then ife shifted
to an eastern approach to Tecate, making
Presidents' Day, Irish (day before St.
Patrick's Day), and Desert Spring (April 20)
runs from Campo. These have proven to be
popular trips, selting out each time with
rninimal publicitY effort.

Besides providing needed income for the
Museum, they have established on-going
relationships with Mexican and U.S. Border
officials, and goodwill on both sides of the
border that will make possible smoother and
more extensive future projects. They have
also served to build rapport with the new
management of the San Diego & Imperial Valley
Rail-road (SD&IV) with whorn we work on aI1
train movements beYond our campo
demonstration venue. The three Campo-Tecate
trips were operationally identical, so a big
plus was the chance for our Operation and
Interpretation volunteer staff to rehearse
and rea1ly perfect our procedures and
presentation techniques for the publi-c. In
addition to working on these trips, our
foreign road excursions staff has also staged
the normal Spring Puerto Penasco and Copper
Canyon rail runs into Mexico out of Mexicali.
In all, beyond our normal weekend Miller

Creek trains, we have given over 1700 people
exposure to what passenger train travef was
like, enticing 1200 of these to Campo in the
process.

One Museum need became evident during
production on these trips, that is for a FAx
machine for the Museum office. Documents
need to be transmitted to the offices of
officialdom on both sides of the border and
an in-house FAx machine would save money and
volunteer ti.me if anyone has one of these
useful devices to donate. Contact Bobbie at
the business office,595-3030, if you can
provide a FAX unit.

We participated jointly with the Honda Motor
Cycle Dealers of San Dieqo in their first
ever rtFun Run to Campoti on Sunday, April 7.
About 4oo folks rode to Campo to get some
freebee food and t,ry out the new models of
road bikes. while there, they discovered the
Railroad Museum and many rode our
Demonstration Train and toured the Museum car
coflection and restoration shops. others
wil1 returrr with farnily and friends, now that
they know we are there and T.{hat we offer. we
were featured in heavy radio promotion for
the event, as we1l.

The Annual Pacific Southwest Railway Museum
Association Meeting and Dinner \,ras another
important recent activity for the
Interpretation Department. The facinating
presentation by John BaIlweber, Curator of
the Nevada State Railroad Museum at Carson
City, was only one of its features. Twe1ve
people who volunteer their tirne to further
the educational purposes of our Museum were
cited for specj-a1 merit awards for specific
individual interpretive effort. The
categories and recipients were:

see next page18
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Bruce Semelsberger for library systems
development to aid research access and for
furthering our knowledge of the California
Southern Railroad and its operation.

Bitl Niedrich for research into the past of
the Jacumba passenger car bodies during
preparation of the feasibility study for
their preservation and for his special
sensitivity to including the human dimension
while putting together their story.

Bill schneider for his years devoted to
ferreting out the tortuous history of some of
the equiprnent in our collections in
preparation of a definitive volume on the
Museum's roster of rolling stoek.

Live Interpretation-

A1 Keevil for developing historic information
on Camp Lockett, the WWII military, and steam
locomotives for live i-nterpretation to
visitors and for witlingness to be available
on short notice to assure enjoyrnent and an
enriching experience for the visiting public.

cliff Pennick for unstinting service to the
Museum and i-ts visitors during Student
Appreciation Days school outreach programs,
on the weekend Demonstration Train, and
during special events... whenever needed and
often on a moment's notice.

Interpretive Media-

Bill Groya for taking the initiative to
upgrade interpretive handout materiafs for
the Puerto Penasco Excursi-ons and for making
the effort to gain mastery of nechanical
knowledge in order to properly handle
maintenance and operation of the Museum's
Mexicali fleet of passenger equipment to the
benefit of passengers on our foreign road
excursions in Mexico.

more InterPretation
Collections conserv'ation-

Roy fickering for extraordinary efforts in
organizing, conserving and making accessible
the Museum,s documentary coll-ections and
particularly the photographic collections
through periods of storage and moves in
ongoing efforts to establish a permanent
library facility

Research-

train arrivals at campo and for aiding and
abetting Jeanie in preparation of the special
home-road excursion set dressings.

Dave 8later for constant attention to
authenticity in aspects of dress and
presentation and for consumate
professional-ism when staging the Mi1ler Creek
Demonstration Train.

A special acknowledgement for group
contribution to the Museum was given by
Museum Operations Director rrBarneyrr Barnier
to the team of interpreter/hosts who have
sustained the excursions program through the
years under the able leadership of Ann
ucveigh. Their trips have not only included
popular Mexican adventures, but have
perrnitted passengers to explore the rails of
places as far afield as Great Britain and
South America. This group, known for many
years before we began our rrhome roadrr SD&A-
trackage excursions as the rrExcursion
Committee, " continues producing and staffing
our Itf oreign roadrt trips over outside
railroads. Their activities have given
greater understanding of railroads in the
international setting to our guests and have
contributed substantially to the income of
the Museum.

In addition to the departmental individual
awards, Interpretation folk were sj-ng1ed out
by the Museum for top overall recognition for
long-term service.

A Silver Spike Award to Margaret Barksdale
for her years of service to the La Mesa Depot
faci-lity and the Museum as a who1e.

RaiI Fan of the Year Award to Roy Pickering
for extraordinary efforts over the years in
organizing, conserving and making accessible
the collections held in the Museum Library
through numerous moves while devoting energy
to other aspects of the Museum as weII.
Campo Wild West Days

Museum Presentation Quality-

Joy Moorehead and Lori ;rones for
Costumes developed to aid in telling
Mesa Depot Story.

Per iod
the La 1

Jeanie Jones for set dressing design and
execution on the Museun's themed, horne-road
excursions (St. Patrick's Day/Jacunba and
Tijuana/Tecate) .

Denby ifones for championing the enhancement
of the Miller Creek Demonstration Train with
the added excitement for visitors of through-

t
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more Interpretation

Mernorial Oay WeeXena (May 25, 26 and 27) will'
see a variety of gunflghters, buckskinners,
and historic milit,ary re-enactors invading
campo for the annual wild West Days. The
event promises to be the biggest ever. A
nationally sanctioned gunfight eompeti-tion
will be going on each afternoon, along with
varied arts and crafts displays, operating
old-tirne gasoline engine demonstratl-ons,
period military maneuvers and skirmishes, a
barbecue, live bluegrass music and dance
Saturday evening. Of course, the traditional
restaging of the famous 1875 Gaskill Brothers
shootout with border desperados wilI be
offered again, before the first train and
again at 4:15 in the afternoon each day. As
always the Stone store Museum of the Mountain
Enpire Historical Societv and the San Dieqo
Railroad Museum will be in the thick of
things along with other Campo communi-ty
organj-zations and the Campo-Lake l,Iorena
Charnber of Commerce. There's a new official
Iogo for the event this year.

Contact Superintendent Borstadt at the above
number, or just be at campo at one on the
19th with bandana in hand.

Interpretation Training

Wednesday, May 15, 7:30 p.m.

New and Newly Active MEMBER ORIENTATION.
Basic information for new nembers and those
becoming active in Museum prograns and
Departments. Instructor: Dick Pennick (463-
2276) Museum Offices, 820 West F St.

Trainman/Guide Training Course (Required
session) Sat., May 18, 9:30 a.m. CAIIPO ALL-
DAY TRAINMAN/GUIDE WORKSHOP Operational,
Safety and Historical aspects of being a
Museum docent at the Campo Preservation and
Restoration FaciIity. GaskiIl Stone Store
Museum, Campo

Trainman/Guide Training Course ( In-tovrn
session) Wed. , May 22 , 7: OO p. n. THE
CAMPO/CARRIZO GORGE ENVIRoNMENT (Natural
History of the Mountain/Desert habitat of the
SD&A, ) Instructor: Dorcus Utter, Chief
Naturalist of the Audubon Society of San
Dieqo. Good enrichment session for any
member, even if not enrolled in the
Trainman/Guide Course. Museum Offices, 820
West F St.

Trainman/Guide Training Course (Required
session) Wed.,June \9, 7:OO p.m. THE SAN
DIEGO & ARIZONA RAILWAY, A background and
historical look at our trhome road. rr

Instructor: Bruce Semelsberger, Museum
Director of Research. cood enrichment
session for any member, even if not enrolled
in the Trainman/Guide Course. (In-town)
Museum Offi-ces, 820 W. F St.

Menbership Recruiting Sat., June 15, l-1:OO
a.m. HOBO BARBECUE A fun Campo outing with
show-and-tell activity for each department of
the Museum. A chance to check out potential
Museum areas in which you may want to become
involved. Present Interpretation Department
volunteers will be needed to show folks
around and answe.r questions for potential
Museum members. Campo Museum Grounds.

We wilI be running rail shuttfe servicebetween the depot ind tr,e iivinq HistoryTrailhead that l_eads visit:ori from thernountain man era, via the Civif War andpioneer periods pas^t. the Stone slore Museumto the ,30,s and finaffy-T.-ti'e ,40,s ofWorld War fI at our end. For those who would
]-ikg t_e 

_ -see it, our newly restored SantaMaria Va11ey Railbus will be iiE=n from itstriumphant debut at nairiili , s7 inSacramento. check out the iiy;. in this
_i::y. of . the report for i"roin'.lion and apackage ticket offer for Wifd West Days.There,ll bu specialty tours oi parts of ourcollection and, of course, orr'lalrf., creekt1ai1. (pV the way, we,re hot on the trai.I
:.f tl. originat uilter Creek ,ui". tower inthe hope of acquiring it f". i"=loration toits original =-ite to service future steamoperation. ft stiII survives in reasonablygood condition after being iemovea fromtrackside many years ago. )

1 19* approach to in-scirool programs andStudent Appreciation Days i; unaeidevelopment. ff you have =o-rn" interest andtj-me to help reorganize 
"nJ;;;"i;p rearningmaterials, please contact fntefpretatioiSuperintendent Rich Borstadt (447_3297) orthe Museum Office (595-3030). we areparticularly interesied in ytu and yourexperience if you have been a €eacher in theelementary grades.

Have you been intrigued with the lifestyle ofth9 Hobo and his issociation wiin Americanrailroads? ff so, a new Museum activity miybe. one for you. we are loorinj ior wourd_behoboes of a1I ages to form- a group of
:l::lilll.inrerprerers to teu tnis ;t"rt;partrcularly in the context of the 193Oisdepressi_on era. Come learn about The Hobo,The Tramp, and The Bum and collect youiHobo Handbook at 

-Campo Depot on Sundayafternoon, May t-9, from f to i: O0 p.n. Thisorientation session wil1 beg,in 
- 
you on thero1d. to. developing your transierit personna

and. begin preparation for the first event tofeature this new dimension i" orr. railstorytelling, at the June 15 barbecue. Learnabout A No. 1 and J.B. King, Esquire.
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ANNUAL AWARDS DINNER VOTUNTEEBS Of thE MONTH

Saturday evening, March 3Oth, saw Museum
members gather at Tom Ham's Liqhthouse on
Harbor Island, for its Annual Awards Meeting
and Dinner.

After an introduction and welcome from Barney
Barnior, the Museun's Director of Operations,
guests were treated to an excellent meal
(choj-ce of halibut or prirne rib).

Following dinner, Board President Dr. Dan
Uarnell offered the Board's welcome to guests
and brought us up to date on efforts to
establish a Museum presence in the Santa Fe
Depot.

Dan \,ras f ol-lowed by the Museum's new
Director, Kay Carter. Kay spoke about her
initial impressions of our Museum and the
accomplishments made by the volunteer force,
and how she was looking with great
anticipation to working with aI] of us. She
also made mention of having attended the
recent convention at the State Railroad
Museum at Sacramento, and made some obscure
claim of having some knowledge of how Chinese
Steam Locomotives are built.

Duane Leal , tra steel-drivin' manrr as Barney
Barnier calls him, is the Museum's Volunteer
for the month of March. rrEver since the first
track party, Duane has kept coming back and
driving spikes to extend the East Lead. A
great job, and my thanksr'.

And for April, rrl would Iike to express not
onty my thanks, but to 1et everybody in the
Museum know just how much work our Man of the
Month has done for us. He labors behind the
scenes most of the time, and very few people
see his work. What they do see, are the
fruits of his labors. BilI Niedrich has spent
uncounted hours chasing down the government
surplus system for us. He is the man
responsible for our being able to acquire
such qems as the loader, the fuel truck, and
expecially the ALCo-cE MRs-1 (USAF #2104). He
also makes sure that we get the best price on
these things. Bill has saved us a huge amount
of money over the years. BiI1, on behalf of
ALL of the membership, THANK YOU VERY MUCH! ! !

CAMPO DISPI,AY BUITDING

by charles AlbaD

Next on the agenda, the various
Heads introduced key members
departments, and awarded a large
Certificates of Appreciation.

Department
of their
number of

The guest speaker was the Curator for the
Nevada State Railroad Museum, John Bellweber.
John gave us a very detailed and highly
informative presentation on how the Museum
came into being, acquired land, facilitj-es,
and equipment, and more recently, expanded
their facilities and are now even offering
trainrides, all in the center of town (Carson
City, Nevada). John was an excell-ent speaker,
with the ability to mix humor with facts,
keeping everyone's attention until he
finished.

Final agenda itens for the evening were the
awarding of special Silver Spike awards by
Barney Barnier to;

Ross Robinson for efforts well beyond the
caII of duty, in coming down to Campo every
winter from Ottawa, Canada, and literally
working ful1 tj-me on the site doing just
about anything and everything that need be
done:

Dick Ruppert for his many years in
establishing the Museumrs training program,
writing course descriptions, arranging for
space for the classes, and teaching some of
the classes hi-mself: and

Uargaret Barksdale, who for many years
managed the La llesa Depot ltuseum j-n downtown
La Mesa, including assignment and training of
staffers, and keeping the little depot clean
and presentabfe for the public to visj_t each
weekend.

ect while we

and for a completed
entry road
electrical

The landscaping is under way, under the able
direction of Ed DuliDg.

The dormitory trailer has been moved off the
site and relocated near the station building
on the SD&AE property. This elininates the
problem created by the trailer not appearing
on the original Major Use Permit drawings.

Progress is
wait for
surfacing,
drawing

stalled on this
a decisi-on on

proj
the

G

railroad research library, and for
the faith arnid seemingly having to
the coflection and move it to a new
every couple of years.

keeping
pack up
location

And saving the best until last, Dr. Dan
Uarnell presented the Railfan of the Year
award to the Director of Libraries, Roy
Pickering for his tireless efforts to build a

This happened last, but wasn't supposed to.
There was, as always, a door prize, this year
it was a pair of tickets for the dinner train
to San Cl-emente on AMTRAK in April, and were
won by Mike Reading.

A11 arrangernenls for the dinner, including
sal-e and mailing of tickets was done by our
Office Manager, Bobbie Ringersma (made even
more fun by her office being moved to the new
offj-ce/library site on Pacific Highway AND
ticketing for several excursions al-1 at the
same time). Nice work, Bobbie - guess what,
you earned the right to do it again next year
(we'11 even move your office again if it,l_1
help) .
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FAIRBANKS-MORSE
SMOKE PBOBTEM SOTVEI)

by Bill Schneider

Ever since our Museurr acquired former
Fairbanks-Morse demonstrator #FM-2000, which
worked for over 37 years as Union Pacific
#1356 and Southwestern Portland Cement #66
and most recently #40e, we've had a major
problem with it. whenever the 125-ton
locomotive's 2 , ooo-HP diesel engine is
started, it looks as though it's on fire and
emits huge clouds of smoke. Contrary to what
some Museum wags suggest, it's not caused by
the Mechanical Department burning their old
socks! Nevertheless it is a serious problem.

After years of study, the source of the
excessive smoke has finally been determj-ned,
and a solution is at hand! It's cal1ed
ANTHRACITE !

The problem is .that for years we've been
burning bituminous (soft) coal in the
locomotive, which gives off a lot of smoke
and soot. By switching to anthracite (hard)
coal, we'11 have little smoke and no soot
from our powerful diesef-electric.

The clean-burning properties of anthracite
coal have been known to railroad people for
over a century. In fact, from 1900 to L9L7
the anthracite-using Lackawanna Railroad even
ran a poern-styte advertising carnpaign
featuring rnythical beauty Phoebe snow, whose
dress tt...stayed snowy white, upon the road
of anthracitett .

Unfortunately, obtaining anthracite coal
inexpensivel-y here in the west has been all
but impossible. Until nowl

Thanks to a recent discovery of an old map in
the Museum's "durnpster collectionrt, an old
anthracite mine, the ANTHRA-X (closed in the
1920s when steam locomotives switched from
coal to nethanol), has been located in nearby
Irnperial County. Not far fron the U.S. Gypsum

JUST WONDEBING.....

by Bill Schneider

Most of us are aware of the current
restoration of two large steam locomotives in
Southern California - Southern Pacific #2353
at our Museum site at Campo, and Santa Fe
#3757 in Fontana. Both had formerly been on
pubJ-ic display for many years, #2z1l in
Imperial and #3751 in San Bernardino.

our Region's third major railroad also has a
large steam locomotive on public display in
the outlying southland. It,s Union Pacific
+6051, with its eight-wheel UP truck tender,
at Fairmount Park in Riverside, near the
UP/Santa Fe maj.nline. The tender also has
rrl,os Angeles & Salt Lakett on its rear.

Wonder if there is any group or organization
planning to restore that historic locomotive
to active service.. .

Company's narrow-guage railroad, j-t has just
been acquired by our Museum, thanks to a
rnajor donation by the BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEMBER ENDOWMENT FUND.

According to our Director of Land
ecquisiti-on, IIy Perbole, the ANTHRA-X mine's
nachine.y is stilt in good condition, and
witl reqirire little effort to put it back in
working order once its coating of sand has
been removed. He's hopeful we'f1 be able to
start nining coal withi-n a month or two,
after working out an agreement with the
Carrizo Impact Area authorities to suspend
target praLtice two days a week. He added
that Mu;eum volunteers are needed to assist
with rnining operations, to lay a spur track
to the mine, and to clear unexploded ordnance
from the area.

we can hardly wait to get the anthracite into
our Fairbanlis-Morse and be able to actually
see the locomotive even when it's operating!
Smoke Free!

,r*********

Thanks are expressed to the technicians who
solved the problem; to the historical
researchers who located the o1d mine map; and
especially to Gus rrGreaseballrr Gungey 

'executive director of the Carrizo Badlands
Harlev Chopper Society, which has been using

"ne of tfre-mine shaft heads for its sociaf
functions for several years, and who helped
us locate the mine and will be in charge of
shaft securitY.

*** *** * **

Fairbanks-Morse (cough) #408 idles
just after being (sneeze) started
The photo was taken by Bill
Schne ider. ' Computer' enhancement
by the Report staff.

Editor's Note: While you may not have been
able to read this on April- 1st - April Fool/s
Day - it was obviously intended for that
purpose, probably belonging in the same
-ategory as Harry Hurry's search for the
Raifbus's elusive steering wheel . The
Museum's nanagement disavows any prior
knowledge of the preceeding actions and hopes
that this Report sel-f-destructs in 5 seconds'

and srnokes
at Campo,

(wheeze)
(hack) was
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CARRIZO or CARRISO???

by BiIl schneider

Report readers may wonder why r.re use two
different spellings of this name in the same
story, and which one is right.

Both spellings are correct, depending on what
we're referring to. The gorge itself is
spe11ed rrcarrizorr and our railroad car
ttCarrisorr because of historic Iinguistic-
based spelling differences and usage.

The name was derived from a Native American
word for a type of reed, or bunch grass,
found in quantity in the gtorge, from which a
sweetener was mhde. Because of its
pronunciation (and probable mis-
pronunciation), when first written down it
was spelled with a ttztt by Spanish-speaking
Californians and with an ISrr by most English-
speaking Anglos.

It appeared as trCarizalrt on a diseno of Agua
Caliente about 1840, and as rrCarj.salrt on a
WiLkes map in L841.. In 1848 Major Emory
re f erred to rr car i s o creek I' in h i s
Reconnaissance.

Some English-speakers did use the Spanish
spelling for place names, however. An 1855
linen survey map now in our Museum library
and another survey map dated September 4,
L872 in the San Dieso Historj-cal- Society's
Research Archives in Ba1boa Park, both made
for the San Dieqo & Gila Southern Pacific !
Atlantic Railroad (forrned in 1854 but never
built), show a proposed route east from San
Diego along the approximate alignment of
today's Highway 94 to Jacumba, and then
through the "Head of Carrizo" (l-855) andfrCarrizo Canonrt (1872) to Imperial Valley.

when the san Dieqo & Arizona Railwav was
built fron 1907 to 1919, it used the--EnglishItCarriso Gorgerr spelling for the gorge, and
also for its business car, #05o, in L92L.
Because the railroad was the only route into
the gorge, and because of its rnajor efforts
in the 1920s to publicize the sD&A's route,
"Carrisorr was the accepted form of spelling
in most publications for nany years. However,
in her 1937 collection San Dieqo Place Names,
Lena Hunsicker listedItCarrizo Creek and
Carrizo Gorgetr, and added rralso spelled
Cariso" (sic).

As rail travel declined and the Spanish
spelling of place names became more
preferred, I'Carrizofi gradually replacedttCarrisorr on maps and signs. Today rtCarrizort
is the accepted official spelling for the
gorge and creek, and is used as such by our
Museum. But because SD&A #050 was spelledrrCarriso Gorgerr, we will continue to use that
historic spelling for our prized car, and
will not change its name to conform to modern
usage.

Thanks are expressed to the San Dieqo
Historical- Society; to FIoycl Uoore at its
Research Archives in Balboa Park; to Uark
A1len at its Junipero Serra Museum; and to
Roy Pickering at our own I'luseum,s library.

THE TESTIMONY OF

BOOMER BItt
provided by ROy PICKERING

The above is an actual account of testimony
from a trial handled on behalf of the AT&SF
by Attorney Luther Hudson.

Credit: Los Anqeles Live Steamers, Mdy, 19gg
George Bates

There had been a rai-lroad accident in whichseveral people were injured. Some lawsuitsresulted and in the trial of the first case,the attorney for the defense had as one ofhis principle witnesses an oId rboomerll
brakeman. 

. After properly identifying him andestablishing his statul as a iitriess, theattorney said: rtNow BiIl, I want you to tetlthis 
- 
jury all you know about ttri-s affeq--accident. Where you were and hrhy you werethere, where the other members of-yo-ur traincrew were, and what they were doing, wherethe train was located and aII other facts andcircumstances in connection with the affair.Just turn right to the jury and tell them the

whoLe story in your own woids.tt

BilI was rather embarrassed and lookeddoubtingly at the Judge, who nodded to hinand indicated he should proceed. BilIswitched his quid over into ine other jaw,
turned to the jury, and told this story.
rrWe was heading south with 456 - 32 loads and10 enpties and we had a meet order with 2 for149 at 4:l-5. There was a dynamiter in dragand it looked like we was g6in, to stab 149about 15 but the bronco quit bucki-n, and thehogger wheeled them, so v/e got to 1.4g at4:10. We went in on the cold end of thepassin, track and closed the qate, drifteddown to about ten lengths from the southtarget and grounded the kettle. The hogheadgot down and went greasin, her ankles and thetallowpot was in the cab hustl-in, diamonds.
Cap was back in the crummie shufflin, tissuesand the hind-shack was in the doghousebul1in, a Yahoo that rdas dead-headin, on aZuIu. outfit. Me, I was sittin, on the pilotwaitin' to twist the nonkeyrs tail and headout on the main when 2 cleaied.
I seen her comin, through the cut and she wasworkin, steam and puitin, up a feather.Hogger cut off at the lirnit board and she
corne in greasin, at about 25. When she passedthe target, the ponj_es split the switch andthey took thq siding. rhe hogger big-holed
her but--she j'umped ihe rabbit -ana took the
country.

I seen a smash was comin, and joined the bird
91n9. I hit the cinders ye11in, rtspread yer
wings, fellers,tt and when they came 

-togethlr,
f was on the other side of the main
scratchin, gravel. I dodged into the palace
and told the brass pounder to tickle thE Supe
and te11 hin we had two on one spot and theie
was Hell_ to pay.
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TRACK CLEABING WORK PARTY SCHEDULED

The California Division of Forestry has inspected our
right-of-way and found that the weed-growth has reached

a serj-ous fire hazard leveI, and has directed us to
clear them or risk being cited AND having our

operations suspended.

We have therefore scheduled a weed-clearing
work party, Saturday, June 8, 1991

Work Train Will Depart Campo Depot at 9 AM

TUNCH WILL BE PROVIDED

Bring a shovel, pick, hoe, or whatever tool you prefer
and don't forget work gloves and a hat (to protect

BOTH pJ-aces from blisters) .

Our Office Manager, Bobbie Ringersmaj-s organizing this event and needs a nose count
so she can plan lunch. Please call her if you can attend.

595-3030.
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