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THIS IS A TYPICAL SCENE IN THE HEYDAY OF THE CORONADO BELT LINE.
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.

OF THE "ISLAND" RAILROAD POSES NEAR THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO IN AN 1890 SCENE,

GENERAL MEETING

The next PSRMA General Meeting will
be held on Sunday, April i18th, in the
House of Charm, Balboa Park. The ILa Sa-
la Room, whers the meeting will begin at
7100 P.M., offers a much more comforta-
ble setting than the Safety Roam of the
Santa Fe depot, where previous Gemeral
Mestings have been held., There is also
ample lighted parking facilities,

As usual, this meeting will offer an
evening of railroad oriented entertain-
ment as well as give all members an op-
portunity to find out all the latest de-
velomments concerning PSRMA. The House
of Hospitality is on Laural Street right
in the middle of the park Jjust east of
the large horseman statue,

On March 24, 1971, a small PSRMA-
sponsered cersmony ccmmemorated the end
of rail service to the community of Cor-
onado which had begum almost 83 years
before. A "first spike” was symbolically
pulled fram one of the old, weathered
ties by Coromado Mayor Robin Goodenough,
Miss Coronado Janet Clare, and PSRMA
President H, Chalmers Kerr, Jr. The
spike pulling followed & short histori-
cal speech by Dick Pemnick, Chairman of
the Board of PSRMA.

Complete scrapping of the line be-
gan a couple of weeks later by the fim
of Walter H, Barber & Son of la Mesa.
Wally Barber, incidentally, is a member
of PSRMA, and he must have had mixed
feelings as his crew began tearing up
the o0ld roadbed.

(continued on top of next page)
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Removal of railroad track in Cerona-
do and on the Silver Strand closes an era
of railroad history that began in 1888,
That was the year the Corenado Railroad
Cempany completed the Coronado Belt Line,
a railroad which extended frem 5th and L
Streets in San Diego, through National
City and Chula Vista around the south end
of the bay, and up the Silver Strand to
Ceronade.

Originally owned by Elisha S, Bab-
cock, Jr., H. L. Stery, and associates,
the Corenade Railread Company was built
as part of the Coronado DBeach develop-
ment, Previously, the developers has or-
ganized the Coronado Beach Cempany,2 res-
idential real estate development, The
ferries of the San Diego & Coronade Ferry
Cempany brought patrons teo the Ceronade
side of the bay and the herse car,and la-
ter steam cars, of the Coronado Beach
Railroad provided transportation across
the "island.” Construction of the Hotel
del Cerenado was started and a plunge and
other facilities were built,

It was deemed necessary te build a
railread around the bay te help transport
freight and passengers. Censtruction be-
gan early in 1888 and trains were running
te Ceronade in June of the same year.

John D. Spreckles soen acquired con-
trol of the Coronade Beach Cempany and
all subsidiary companies, including the
railread.

Motive power for the railread includ-
ed feur steam dummy-type locemotives pur-
chased secend hand from the New York ele-
vated line.

In initial years the Coronado Rail-
road Cempany cempeted with the Natienal
City and Otay Railread Cempany fer “cem-
muter” business between San Diego and Na-
tional City. Accerding te Richard V,
Dedge 1in his book, Rails ef the Silver
Gate, engineers of both railreads tried
to "get there first"™ and there was a near
miss at 34%th and Dalbergia Street where
the two lines creossed, Seon after new
operating rules were adapted fer safety.

(continued on tep of next column)

In order to collect fares on late
evening trains which were often crowded
with revellers the train was sametimes
stopped on a trestle while the conducter
walked through the train checking his
passengers,

Excursion trains frem Les Angeles
operated through to Ceronado via the
Belt Line.

Regular passenger service around the

bay reportedly ceased in 1896, but spe-
cial excursien trains operated frequent-
ly for several years, transperting visi-
tors to Tent City and the Hetel del Cor-
enado, The final excursion train was a
Ceronado Chamber of Commerce special run
in 1949,
“n 160€ four Coronado {ailrocad Conm-
pany passenrer coaches vwere sold to the
National City and Ctay Railway for con-
version into electric interurban cars.
These cars ran for some years betwsen
downtewn San Diego and Otay via National
City and Chula Vista.

The Coronado Railread Company and
the National City and Otay Railway were
merged in 1908 as the San Diego Southern
Railway. Anether merger came in 1912 as
the San Diege & South Eastern Raillway
was formed.

Around 1913, Mexico & San Diege
Railway Company battery cars were run
over a portien of the rRelt Line at the
south end of the bay, previding cennect-
ing service te Imperial Beach,

The 1916 floed breught about the de-
mise of the San Diezo & South Eastern
Railway and the Ceronade Belt Line was
taken over by the San Diego and Arizena
Railway Cempany, later knewn, and still
knewn today, as the San Diege & Arizena
Eastern Railway Cempany, a subsidiary eof
Seuthern Pacific, A pertien ef the
tracks en the San Diego side were elec-
trified and were used feor seme years by
the National City and Chula Vista street
cars of the San Diege Electric Railway.

Up until last year freight service
(coentinued on tep of next page)
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continued into Coronado and North Island,
Custoamers in recent years were the Amphi-
bious Base and the North Island Naval Air
Station. The last civilian customer, the
Hotel del Coronado, received an occasion-
al tank car of fuel o¢il on a2 short spur
that crossed Glorietta Boulevard until
about ten ye&rs age. In recent years ac-
tivity was limited to two trains weekly.

End of active trackage of the Coro-
nado Belt Line is now at the salt works
Just south of Chula Vista.

MEMBERSHIP

If you are a 1970 or searlier previous
member of PSRMA and have not renewed for
1971 this is the last issue of the Report
you will receive until yeu do renew,

If you have not yet renewed, you have
not received a 1971 membership card, This
means you will not be able to participate
in 1971 activities, such as steam-ups
scheduled with Museum equipment stored at
Miramar Naval Air Station.

In the past, extra issues of the Re-
port have been sent to old members in the
hope of encouraging them to rejoein, Now
our membership has groewn such that these
extra issues are no longer available.

Before when we have had steam-ups at
different Jlocatiens in San Diego they
have been open to the public., Now due to
security reasons at the Naval Air Station
these steam-ups are limited to members in
good standing with current membership
cards,

If you don't want to miss any future
issues of the Report, if you want to par-
ticipate in Museum activities, and if you
ares at all interested in preserving a bit
of the railroad histery and equipment of
a bygone era, please rejoin us. Renewal
forms can be had by writing to John F.
Hathaway,Directer eof Records & Persennel,
4215 Dwight Street, San Diege,California,
92105, Flease do not delay, it is later
than you thinkt

BOARD BRIEFS

A BRIEF REVIEW OF REPORTS MADE AND
ACTIONS TAKEN AT THE MARCH 2, 1971, AND
APRIL 6, 1971, BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEET-
INGS OF PSRMA,

MARCH 2, 1971

1) President Kerr reported PSRMA has
Jjoined the San Diego Cengress eof Histery.

2) President Kerr reperted on the
visit of the Illini Railroad Club the
previous week,

3) President Kerr outlined the four
year plan presented by the Navy concern-
ing payment on the lease for storage of
equirment on trackage at NAS Miramar.

4) The Board passed & motion to es-
tablish a new standing conmittee with the
single duty of planning and operating ex-
cursiens.

Eric Sanders was appointed Chairman
of the new Excursion Cormittee,

5) Further development of a proposed
excursion te Puerto Penasce and another
excursion te the San Francisce Municipal
Railway was okayed by the Board.,

6) Dave Parkinsen reported Tom Mat-
son has accepted the foremanship of the
1ine truck restoration project.

The Board authorized Tem Matson to
spend up to $100 on the project.

7) The Board autherized mevement of
E. J. Lavino #10 from Perris to Miramar
as soon as possible,
The Beard alse authorized movement
of Mojave Nerthern #3 from Perris to San
Diego as soon as feasible,

8) Dick Pennick reported a Navy Sea-
bee outfit has offered to help dismantle
for sterage a wooden water tank currently
standing in Bl Cajon and recently donated
to Psmo

G) The Board moved to provide a box
lunch for members at a work party in the
(continued on top of next page)
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near future +te determine if this extra
incentive would result in greater atten-
dance at work parties,

10) The Board aksyed Dick Pennick's
proposal for a “first spike pulling” cer-
emony on the Corenado branch ef the SDEAE
te commemorate the histerical signifi-
gance of the end of rail service to that
community.

11) The Board accepted Dave Parkin-
son's recomendation to run an ad in the
Sunday edition of the San Diego Union's
classified section seeling new members.

The ad is to be run on four censec-
utive Sundays to determine its effect.

APRIL 6, 1971

1) President Kerr reported the buil-
der's plate on the Shay had been stelen
and the other plate had been removed for
safe keeping.

2) President Kerr reported on the
possible effects of air pellutien con-
trols in San Diego County on Museum oper-
ations, It was the censensus that mest
Museun equipment could meet these con-
trols with minor modificatien,

3) Reporting for General Manager
Dave Parkinson, FPresident Kerr announced
the rail bus had been moved frem the pro-
perty of Walt Heyward te the property of
Bob DiGiorgio.
Dan Mclean will be foreman for the
line truck restoration preject,

4) It was reported that there had
been a good response frem the ad in the
classified ads of the San Diege Union.
Bob DiGiorgio reported some 40 persons
had called the Museum number on the best
Sunday‘ .

The Board directed Dave Parkinsen to
continue the campaign, but place classi-
fied ads in different lecal papers.

5) Bob DiGiorgio reperted the Shay
had passed her latest beiler inspectien
in good shape. He also said a steam-up

(continued on top of next column)

was possible by early summer and sugges-
ted consideration of July Fourth,

6) Chop Kerr announced he had been
invited to make a presentation to the "0
Gauge Toy Train Association,”

7) Treasurer Bill Richards presented
the 1970 Statement of Cash Receipts and
Disbursements,

8) Dick Pennick, reporting for the
Excursion Committee, presented a list of
suggested excursions for the remainder o
1971 and inte 1972, It was the consen-
sus of the Board to accept these recom-
mendations as a tentative excursion cal-
sndar,

9) Chop Kerr reported on his atten~
dance at a fund raising seminar and the
facts and suggestions he obtained con-
cerning PSRMA fund raising projects.

10) The Board voted to sign the Mir-
amar lease as presented by the Navy, and
agreed to pay the approximately $825 it
would cost to lay a water line into the
squipment area as stipulated by the
lease for the first year's payment,

11) The Board directed the Editorial

Committee to begin preparation of a new
permanent Museum brochure.

CALENDAR

APRIL 18 General Meeting, 7:100 P.M.,
House of Hospitality, Balbea Park,

APRIL 24,25 Work parties to dismantle
wooden water tank, 10:00 A.M. both
days, 1463 East Lexington,El Ca jon,
Centact Dick Pemnick, 463-2276, fer
information,
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FROM THE CUPOLA

This past month has been hectic for
your president. What with Income Tax re-
ports, serving on Superior Court jury du-
ty, and a host of other distractions, I
have not been able to put together any
"Pearls of Wisdom," However, least you
not be forgotten, I sutmit the following.

Hello,.Hsllo...Is anyone out there?
Sometimes your officers and directors
heve the fesling that they are guiding a
Phantom Ship. Serving in administrative
positions is a lonely task at best, Es-
pecially so if the feedback is not regu-
larly received from the P (Plain Old
tjember), PSRMA isn't exactly a rudderless
ship, but the shoals along the way to' cur
ultimate destination can be better navi-
rated if the POV keeps in touch., We want
and need your ideag, be it constructive
eriticism or full support, But most of
all, PSRMA can benefit from a constant
flow of POM's, The Administrative Staff
can't begin to attack all the tasks that
have to be done without your help. So the
more active workers we can muster, the
better., Iet us hear from you and see you
all soon; don‘t delay,it's later than you
think.

The next General Membership Meeting
is Sunday, April 18th, at 7:00 P.M,, so
mark your calender. The place is the la
Sala Room, House of Hospitality in Balboa
Park, This new location has ample and
well lighted parking. The ladies should
especially appreciate the ILa Sala Roomsit
offers very pleasant and camfortable fur~
nishings for up to eighty persons. See
you all there,

Some bad news along with the good.
For the past elsven months our equipment
has been safely stored at the Miramar Na-
val Air Station, Well, that record fell
sometime during the past six weeks., The
Shay locamotive had the left builder's

site, Around the clock protection of
equipment will be a must; be it a watch-
man, watch dogs, alarms, what have you,
Any volunteers for a live-in train sit-
ter? Or, who has the Shotgun and Will
Patrol,..?

Help,.your Report editor, Jerry Win-
dle, needs news items and short articles,
It is impossible for one person to fill
these pages. So dust off your typewriter
and send in all the news and rumors too.

The battle to protect the environ-
ment has bsen engaged on all fronts na-
tionwide, 1In particular California has
blitzkriesed the perpetraters of air pol-
lution. San Diego County is in the fore-
front of this campaign for clean air., In
fact, 1 believe San Diego County has the
strongest requirements of any locality in
the U, S. The governing body is the Air
Pollution Control District for San Diego
County. The current rules and regulations
are applicable to the part of the county
west of a north-south 1line through Harbi-
son Canyon, and in the near future prohi-
bitations will be county-wide. PSRMA op-
eration of steam or diesel locomotives
are governed by these rules, We are pro-
bably exempt from having to pay for a
permit to operate, but we may have some
trouble meeting rules 50 and 53 when bur-
ning coal or fuel oil. In part the re-
quirements are: a) a person shall not
discharge 1intc the atmosphere fram any
single source air contaminants for an ag-
gragate of three minutes in any ome hour
as dark as that designated as Number 2 on
the Ringelmann Chart, b) No single source
may discharge into the atmosphere sulpher
dioxide over 0.2 percent by volume and/or
cambustion contaminants over 0,3 grain
per cubic foot of gas....Anyone for trol-
leys?

Reminder,.,.renew your membership in
PSRMA if you have not already done so,
April is the cut off for 1970 members,
Renew now so that you will not miss a

plate removed andl)stoléfliBinbe itherdis: 2C single issue of the Report or miss the

covery of the theft the othéf Pla#s hasi®ST chance to participate in the
been removed for safe kéeping. ' Thi&lddtl o1 ovents planned for the coming year.

emphasizes what PSRMA is going to be up
against when we move into our permanent
(continued on top of next column’

exciting

H, Chalmers Kerr, Jr.
President



SQUTHWEST
CORNER

As this is being written, SANTA FE
has not yet decided whether or not it is
going to join the National Railroad Pas-
senger Corporation, If the railrcad does
join Railpax there will oe a number of
changes seen in the passenger service in
and out of San Diego. As of now there is
a question concerning some of these,

If Santa Fe does turn over its pas-
senger service to Railpax, ehances are
service between San Diego and Los Ange-
les will be cut from three trains a day
each way to two trains., However, three
times a week there will be through ser-
vice between San Diego and Seattle. Ac-
cording to some sources,passenger facil-
ities here in San Diego will ba expandeq
to serve as the terminus for this north-
south western corridor.

Assuming Railpax fakes over opera-
tion of the San Diegan (will that name
be retained?), what kind of intemmediary
service for the communities between here
and Los Angeles will remain? Will the
Railpax schedule feature stops at Del
Mar, Encinitas, Oceanside, San Clements,
end so on up the line? Or, in the inte-
rest of speed and efficiency, will these
smaller cities be bypassed by the pas-
senger train after May first, 19717

As the San Diego to Los Angeles run
is included in the Railpax schedule, if
(continued on top of next column)

Santa Fe were to decide not to partici-
pate in the federal venture it would be
cblisated to retain the San Diezan at the
present level of operation at least until

1975,

as mentioned Lefore, we will contin-
ue to have passenrer trains in San Diego
in the future, but it is going to be in-
teresting to see what develops.

Speaking of passenger trains, the Na-
tional Railway Publication Company, pub-
lishers of The Cfficial Guide of the
Railways, have made a special offer for
the April, ilay, and June 1971, issues of
the Zuide,

The April issue of the Guide, which
lists amone other things all rail passen-
zer services, will be the last complete
pre-Railpax passenger service listine,
The May issue will be the first to 1list
the new services of Railpax, Comparing
the two would give a graphic illustration
of the immedjiate effect of Railpax and
the American passenger train. The June
issue will continue +to update the new
services.

These timely issues of the Guide are
available at $6.,40 for & singly copy,
$12,50 for two copies, or $6.00 each for
three or more copies and can be purchased
from the publishers by mail:

National Railway Publication Company

Special Order Department

424 West 33rd Street

New York

New York 10001



