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The "Cansdlian Glider Boosters®

In 1935 an exhibltion tour was organized to sive demonsirations
of gliding covering a great clreulsar routs, from Calgery, Alberta, throush
Lothbridge, Wedlolne Hat, Ho-se Jaw, Regina snd Winnipeg, over to Frince Albers,
across to Ndmonton end south to Calgery. The smbitlious tour was orgrnized
to vromote gliding in Canndn snd the three men callad themuslves the "Cansdisn
Glider Boosters." <he glider owned by the writer was speclally Titted up with
flyine struts for emse of dismantling and pesembling and was transported by
traller ‘romexhibition to exhibition. James Fretwell, zliding instructor
of tho Stettler Gliding Club, cowdined his efforts with the tric and his
fine showmanshilp wns greaily respensible for the hoge succese atialned by the
Canadian Glider Bosaters on sheir ndventurous tour, = planned route of some
2,500 miles. "hRI1= the writer oreantzed the chaln of exBElbiiions, Fretwell
earafully selected the ground for the flying, 1f ne lecal alyport was
avallable. Perticalar esrs wac teo%en by the lrie to encourage and promecte
gliding, end Interviews wers eisourssed. The third ssmbar, Panl Felletier, a
French Osnadian, slthongh not a pilot, jolned the boosters Ior the mevelty and
sport of the trip. Hie good dense of humour end plessing manneriems bonded
the Boostars btogethar into a strong iteem. Ele Job wes 5 take up m silver
collection to mssiat ip defraying srxpensens and alse to help in the work of
assembling or parking, the glidar.

feee threa men, witi thelr own crr, zilder and plenty of imltlative
ard no capltai, set ont on Moy Z5th, 1335 franm Oalgnry in n dowmnour of rain
Just afier midaishs on an ambliions goodwil) tour thet was to show what could
ranlly be done with a 2lider In cap+bla hands.

Hambers of the Caloary ©113%ne Clud came down $o extend thelr best
wishes at the stert. The car, owned by Fraiwell, vas specislly fitted up for
sleepling accommodation by letting down the fromi seate, ard the glider trailer
carried a full kit for repairs. Tae 155 niles to letabridee, our first stop,
was covered without incident, excent that tne rain found 1lis way into the sedan much
to ¥retwell's discomfort.

The rirst exhibition bafors a huga crowd wae a grend suédess. Hembers
of the Lethbridee Cliding Club welcomed us so royalliy thai it was declded to remain
there a few deys. For the flrst time in “sstern CUsnade, twvo gliders were flowm
on exhibition. £ coin wns tossed to sas who oould cet the "Lerence” our glider.
I lost the toss to Frotwell, so while he used the leng rope, I made & lower flight
in the blg Lethbdridye machine. It wes a grand sight tc see Fretwell flying sbout
200 feet higher tham myself snd I could see him distinetly ns he leaned forward
in hie sont to grin at =e 25 he wert overhssd. I remembersd reading of a remark
made by » witty Cerman to his fat friend who with great sikill ecaunszht a thermal
and flonted above his friends. FHls bentering remsrks were spoken in & particularly
loud voice that earried well, “Only fat floats en top." This ineident eame back to
me pe Fretwell waved and probably secounted for my own mirth st the moment.



c On the last exhibition in Lethbridge, hefore a huge erowd of
gpectators, one remarkable flight made by Fretwell did much to create new
enthusisnsm. Wh!le flving only one hundred feet above the erowd, he
was caught in g thermal bubble, csused by the alr rieing off the hot engines
of the many ecnrs below and from the sun's heat radiation off the metalwerk,
The glider in full viewv banked overhead, turmed dovn wind, came round snd {lew
with a1l the grace and besuty of s blrd, without lesing height. Seasoned bush
pllets who hed flown in mamy remote parts of Canada, remsrked on the beauty
of gliding flizht and how mmch Lmprassed were they with gliding.

This was our first victory. Seasoned pilots, who had oftenm
scoffed before, hed gliding actually brought home to them. Our fourth
exhibition wae sc eduled for Fedicine Het, my own home town. This fine
old western town had for the pret welve years wiitnessed the development
of my slx mechines. They knew of the many years of my experimeniin:, and yet
1 knew this homacomin, wae not t2 bes witheul the avakenling of a sad sccident.
Yy trother Lawrence, one of Can~de’s be:% loved muskiane, was killed while
#11dins only twe yemre previsusly. The townspeeple greatly loved him snd with the comé
ing of our exhibitlon mnturally felt scme resentmert. Lewrence and I were
greatly sttached to one suother and to Lle memory my gllder wae nemed. Cradually
our exhibitiens caught the enthusissm, particularly eof the youmger people, and
I mey say with pride ihet we left wlith their best wishes of goadwlll,

Pelletler wlth 21l hie wit and spontrneons humour, fourd his way
into the hoarts of all who met him. ‘e mede the silver collsection: with all
the grace of a showman, snd hs hae ststed that duringour flights rpeople have
come up to him and given into the eollsction a =ccond tims, saylrns, “Your show
ie worth it, here's more with best wishes."

Orce on the reed neein, Sretwell usuelly drlving, Pelletler seated
in the centre, snd the writer ceaurnving the suirides, we reveried baek to our erusade,
dicenssing events and poesibls gliding cithes. OUns incident n dering exhibition in
a vory saall village, always found nlcasant dlsenmeion,

Drivins ur onte ihe muin :tre-.at of this Little wectern town, we left
our gllder iz fll view wiih postars sdvertieing the time of the exhiblitliom.
Towmicueople soom gatlered. o5 umel alwava tlred and hun-rv, we mede the shortest
g0s8ibls btas-linae to the restaursni. A pgood mesl, a cold brisk wesh, often in
a clear nyrine ar river, if thiz prosented itseli o Wo; after & hot dusty drive and
we wars raady to prepars eur show,
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Fretwell come beck with news that a mitable fleld was not avalladle
“nd that a towesar could never get suffielient speed to tew the gllder into
the air. I made a gulek survey of the district and found a small fisld a
short distance from ihe maln strest. It we: = rultshle fleld to land in,
but not largze enough for auto ‘Sowing. Returnine gulckly with a plan, I
explained it in confidence to my friends. ‘he townspeople 1ittls roealicing
what was intended cheersd in smazement as I was zooming off the maln
Btreet, peat shor windows, nbove the roof tone and up over the towm, Cireling
overhecd witl keen eyes en the 1ittle field I had chosen for lendins and
my diminiching helpbt, I wee able to keep in full view of the crowd end st the
legt momeni, ypreered to land. My field looked dangrerounsly emall, tut with good
luek to telp me, T eklmead in, hedce-hopped & cow, senttered chielens ard
amé te rest with only a fav feet to spare from the fence at the end of the
rasture,

The glider wes anrr!lad Daek to the tovn, bBorme om the shoulders
of willin: helpavs and P-atwall wne so0n repeating the flight, We naver
tire of :ellingz of $his migue flignk, end she people were shown that
gliders could be eentrolled inm Mi-ht regerdless of wind.

It wes ovr practiize $o seteblish & asmping site and after dimner,
and pertiemlarly furing the evenine, we encourssed the veople to visit us,
80 that we oomld t2lk on idiny snd held 8hd advias the amatenr builder as
often v=g tle cree.

Under the wamevenins alass sfier sundown, our camr was often
a cheeful ed pleasant spet. Pslletier with his deep rich Frenoh Canadian
veice, accompanied by Tanjo or gultar, was a soothing tonic to our
tightlened up nerves.

Our day started with washing in the camp, breakfast at the
restauront, filling up with zas and meiling of notices in mdvance of our
exhibitiona. One occoeion we drove 97 miles to the next exhibition. A4t
times 1like this, we drove 21l night and next day to be on mchedule. Tired,
hungry and trevel stelped, little Iime was left for getting the glider
rigged and prepsired for flving Nerves tightened, »nd as the strain increcsed,

‘we found our enly relasstion was when flying or lyin: down at night.

One day we zave two exhibitiens, one at noon ond the other in the
evefling at the next village only & few miles away. The scheel childrenm
were all given a holiday to come amd ses the gliding and 1t proved a resl
educational value to students aud teacher.



We packed up gquickly, raced to the second village and without
stoppring to eat were flyinz on schedule the second time thet day, tefore a
very apprecistive auvdience. Yoo tired to pack up, we steked out glider
ont in the field, left an enthusiastic admirer to guard the plider, staggered
into the restsu-ant, ate pancakes, drsck horrible coffee end hed minceple
thet may &t some earlier dste have been fresh smd te=sty. Tro tired to complain
we re‘urned to our camp sand in utter exhsustion slept until sunup.

Poring the sarly etages of our tour, we met with our first aceident,
while on the foud. On May 2Tth just prior to leaving for Taber, the stabiliszer
of the pl12-r strask a tcolegrsph pole am we were turning the huge trailer
around in the streel. The fuselage snapped off Just in fromt of the tmil
gurfacns, ot with grect speed we had it repaired that night., This necessitated
breaking cur schednle or leaving oui one of the towns. Ve decided to leave
out our next enll znd procesd, nas ing through the town, but without stopping
to glve an exhinition.

June S5th gsv ue at Meple Cresk. We plenned = blg erhibition and
nade arrsnserenta for mn Interastiag dleplay, tut the erowds were noor
owing to threatening raln and a very chilly wind. Te meke matier worse,
we were forced t¢ nuse = prEtlcularly rough field with low bushes. Only
two flizhts were made and furthor sttempts sbandoned; the plider nearly
being wrecked on the lmat fligh{ when landing In the thick serub.

Collections were poor and we hed 1ittle surplus eavital. Rainy
weather sat in snd Tor the first time we had the choiee of tuylng enough
gasoline Lo got ue to our nexi siop or buylng food for ourselvez, of whigh
we were in grest noed. Tuckling in ocur helts, we drove on only to be faced
by a deluge of *aln at Swift Currsnt. Sungry snd 111 st eese, ve sat beside
our glider praying for the raln to cease. Crect oceene of mud turnéd into
running torrents and soon our landins ground wes {looded. FHowevar, towards
late afternoon the rain etopped srd the evn came out in ell its glory. Ve
stopped a few cars on the highway to gt a crowd together and in = fhord
time 2 nice gethering 1lined the highwey. It was lumpossible for a car to
tow the glider through all thet sea of mud, so our only alternative was to
to tow from the highway. Telephone lines were on the offside and our take-offs
had to be mede sernss wind, The car sctuslly dragged the glider into the alr
an huge clods of mud dropped off the skid. Without a moment'd hesltation
Pelletier started collecting and manmged to take in the sum of $2.90. We gave
them a geod dleplay four flighte in all end our landinge wers near to seaplans
landings sfter the rain. Too hungry and tired were we to pack our machines,
80 we staked it down in the mud and drove off to the first restaurant where
we dld Justice to n hearty meal.
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Botter luck followed us; in faet ve had our first resl nerrow
escaps. While flying at the Moose dav airport, Pelletier discovered
that Fretwell and T hnd been flying with a severed rear spar on the
starboard wing., We hag noticed a erackling noime in the ving Tt
had sssumed 1% to be eemsed from the fabrie 8lapping against the ribg.
Upon inspection, we found the Sper eracked clean through and all that
yrevented the wing from collapsing wae the tautmess 6f the fabrie and the
ribs binding the eracked portien,

Fortunately for us we had declded thot thig exhibition womld
be one without our ususl etunts of stall turns, steep dives and gooms.
4 few years prelously the club aere engineer had lost both legs in a
glider sccident snd »11 the officials were scentical concerning anything
with gliders. %o leave a goed impression and to fulfill our creed ag
Glider Boo:ters, we zave an ax:ibition of gliding, protreying all the
besuty of flight thot we knew. ¥For this reason s2nd thia reseon alone
do we glve credlt for murwiving these flichts withont the wingss folding up.

Once agaln wo mnde aulok repaire and worked steadily that evening
and finlshed quite lass. Havin~ enly L2 uiles to otur next stop at Regine,
we decided to drles on thot nizht and in » steady downpour, set off, Ve
were in sxcellent spiriis for the procesds, nearly £14.00 save us » wonderiul
sense of gecurlty, Arrivire on the gutskiris of Begipn in piten dariness,
we found allttls streem by the hendlighis of the enr, followed it off the
road for a short distenas ang rrenared to caomp for the nlzht., Withous
leaving the car, we 1ot the ge=ts down snd in a crovded fashlon sank ints
8 deep sleep. The emn was well Up vhen ve nwekened ond with & cmeusl
#lance through ths wizdow, T £ot the surnrige of oy 1ife. ¥, hed,
without our knowledge, mede cam in the srounds of the varlisment bolldings,
end surrounding sur site were sardens of beautlful flovers and shyuhs,
Needless to FRY, ve dresred with 81) poesible Bpeed and without further
delay, made our way into tewn for a hearty drasifast.

The officiale at the Regina Alrport welceomed us with every courtesy
and we enjoyed a long telk sbout thelr work ss a olub snd our tour of gliding,
w0 new Chevrolet cere were losned for towing yurposes snd with these powarful
ears we got awey with good starta. My first flight was similar o the soaring
flight of Fretwell's made in Lethbridge on theraale and with graceful banks and
Spirals, fiew up snd down the Tield and over the Duildings wihout loss of
helght. This 13128t crontls imnressad the elub officials and the 1000 or 1500
*pecinlors, our largest andience during the tour. 7o bring the dey to n grand
finalie the cludb aeronlenes wers brought out and n fine show of stunting save
the crowds an mdded thrill which 1 am sure they will 8ll remember for some tine
to come.
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Driving on to Weburn, Sask., ve interviewsd an old
glider enthuslest who advised ns £o fly in » grand fleld beside the
Mental Asylum. Our exhibitlon went =ewual much to the amagenent
and enjoyment of eur audiencn, but without realizing it, our andience
or rather the greater part, were inmotes from the memtal home. No
sooner had we zot inte the sir than they surred forvard, running
helter-skelter In every concelvable direction. They left no room for
2 landing and our omly alternative wns to land emongat them, trueting
to providence that none wenld be injured. They yelled with dali-ht
&% some deliderstely rem in pront of the landing mechine.

4 Plg fellow with an elarm clock atteched to a stc % cora,
came grinnings up Lo pe after the flight and in hise eyve, I could mee
. devilment fosterinc. The Tellow hed concelved the novel intentions
of acouirins my nlue fanra for = nouvenir , Brd etrance as i+ may
8eam, T wee roally only In n stnte o socurlty when up flving out
ef hie rench.

Furthar £11shta ywers p repatislon of tns first. When
the s1ider was about se land, we on ths ground yelled &t the top
of our vol-es and begen to rece nercss she 7ield attmcting thelr attention,
OQur ruse vorked rarfectly, and as the patisnts raced after us, velling
and geatnlating, = wortien of the field was left elear for a safe landing,
We suecesded in giving slx Tligzhte, tut found the people g0 trvin- and
tiring thnt ve saceped the rob and retired esarly.

Cne of the iost interesting experionces during the tour, was the
result of a very interesiins phenonmenn,

Our audlence was snall and the “fternoon was one which bore
dovn hot and sultry witk only = faint soft velvaty breese. The flrast
flight proved a fallare. The machinma soemed hardly avle to surport
iteelf in the =ir and after a rather dongerous take-off dtaggered back
to the ground as 1f the winge were unable to support the &llder's wvelght.
T hed experienced this conditien vreviously daring my gliding in Medicine
Eot end from nest exvorienca, came to the sonoluslon that to suceeed
in making a rossonadls flight for our adlence, the machine must be
lightened af a1 supsar fluoma welgcht, Being on the lishter side than
Pretwell and afier erpiring my pockets of a1l trinkete, and rmaving
all saperfluous elothins, 1 was able to lishten the eraft to male a fair
take-off and perform a flizht much to the satisfacilon of the small £roun
ef people. The glider had 1ittle bueyaner, the turns were execuied with
great difficulty snd my flying pertner s$ill scoffed =t my precautions of
lightoning the "Larence”. However, with :is fiftesn pounds of excess, he wne
urable to get up to anythings but Just off the ground, although I zava the
tow esr 211 the speelshe had. It wns my day however, having the sdven tage over
welght and I performed thran flights.
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We gove some fime exhidbitions at Souris and Brandon. Souris
is & besutiful spot of omly 1661 population, bBut is set into = lovely
valley of treee, shrubs and flowers, with sharp winding roads. We had
never seen such ¢ beautiful epot and our flishte over the guaerry vere made
in thermels. Fretwell made a besutiful long gllde out over the querry,
loeing 1little helsht and he was able to zoar out mway from the field =snd
return, just skimming the ground sver the quarry, to a landing by the
crown.

At ¥imnipeg, we gave twenty exhibition flights, but were greatly
hampered by bad werther. Ve sicyed a wesk and durlng thet time our
iiving expenses exceeded our collsctions. The sirport offlcinls wore very
kind, heving loened us » "Bell" tent and pormitted us the use of ablutien
faeilities in the club roemn. During one night, the rain came dom in
e downpour snd we were flooded out. A terrific wind ceme up snd our tent
lesking water badly, swvayedand strained st the ropes. It was touch and go
for us =28 great guste of wind threantened to leave us on the outslde ineteed
of & vartlially sheltered inside. Finelly we gave up, half soated and in not
a very good frame of mind, and raced in pyjemae meross the sea of mud and
into the shelter of the club roome. Here we bunked for twoc days as the
rain fell inceszantly. During our first exhibition I gave tight banking
turns, 1B0° spirals, and dives ending in a zoom over the crowd,

Fretwell, on his firet flight struck e smooth thermal snd in
-rageful turns, swung emsily over the crowd, bmenked gently end in e long
beantiful glide brought the glider to rest right =t the feet of the alrport
of ficiels and pllots. Co enthusinstic were they over gliding that two
semzoned pllots wished to take the "lawrence® up and try a little stumting,
but we gave them no encourarement. Finally, after a week In Winnlpeg,
we decidod thnt owing to the eity beins = large one, and the population
guite pest the novelty of sirplenee and flying, our woerk wnz of 1lttle
interest. This wes proved by the feet that only $12.78 was collected in
the seven daye of our atay. On the last day we had only sufficlent monsy
to buy encugh grsoline to take us te Carman, 78 miles south.

We were told that s falr was ln progress thers, one of the largest
in the country snd that it was held on e larse race-cource. Ye decided to go
immedintely. After paying our bllls we ware left with only = cent, so we
drove the sevanty-elght miles with heavy henrts nnd empty stomnchs. Upon
arrival, T immedi=tely got into touch with Pr. Munn, Secretary Zreasurer of
the Carman Exhibdition., T waan hungry and desrerate and refuced to sccept
defeat with = refusal. FHowever, ! mansged the great showman to nccept a
bargein, promising him flying in front of the grandstand, at his own time
ard without payment, vrovided he would permit ¥Mr., Pslletier to take a
gcollection from the grandstand. I left, not feeling greatly elated, for
I kmew I had two hungry men to frce and no prospects of making any money
t111 the followingz evening. Having not eaten for twenty-four hours, and
another twenty-four hours of fretlng, did not appesl to my flying partner.



Pelletier nnd I hed roughed 1t before end had experienced pangs of
hunger end I had done a four-dey fast e few years bYack. Resllizing

my friand would be sufferinz an excerlence none of us really cherished,
I promised to get some money.

The Town Neglst¥ate was interviowed and I esplained the
whela case to him. He wes very soympathetle and hile kindness found me
outaide wit & dollsr end 2 half loan. I placed the money In my
friend's hani and, needless to sny, he treated us all to ths bast
mésl we had ever eaten befors. It was late when we turned in, to sleep
in a gheltered grove of trees Yehind the grandstand on the exhidition
grounds. Fext morning while my friends were still asleep, I slipped
out to inspect the Tlgld. Tt wos enly sbout 900 feet lonp, surrounded
by an 1afiald ferce vhleh bonrded the race track and the high outslde
fence of the grounds. A thlok grovae of trnsa lar %0 the south, the
grandstand exblbition »iatfora, swip-ing travesa, tents and baakei-ball
nets along the west alde 2nd in tha fleld were nleo twn vegilation back-stopse
for the two btnasbpll dlesronde. Tp tha north lay telephone lines and the fence,
and in ths east outalde the grounde lry the ~0)lf course. The fleld was
dangerous to fly in. The thoushts of attanpting to gei sufflelent helght
to clear the grandatand and land back In & fisld nirawn with obstacles
made shivers ran up and down my splne. I stodied the situ:ilon, planned
each detall and finally decided that 1£ the ;lldar falled Lo obialn
sufficlart helgsht, o 1aft turn wonld bo necassary to got imis the golf-
gourse, or n forsced landing on the ¢res-topn would b%a the only alternative
to arashlng into the grandsta=2 and ths congeated crovd. The wind ves
Blawing axiremely ntrong and prom!sel to remein unnbated for the vest
of the dey. Our teke-off which weuld b scross: wind snd:the vortlices
promized nus a rough and unplessant take-off wiich coulda nake the stert,
und ;¥ these adyvevss conditlons, a dsngerous undertaing.

The t-ke=off was only postlble to achieve with ihie use of bleck
and tackle. By using thls method, we could thuz obisln & {uuier tow
and gulck take=off which wes of witel lmportence for the fil ht. We were
beset with danger on all eldes snd Just beforae our eaot we gritfed our
teeth and swalted the announcement over the loudavaeakers for our turn
on tho programwe. Flnally it csme. Our instructions wers to act immediately
sc as not to cause any lag in the programme, but ab the preclese moment
vwe hed ts held the gllder down agelnet the bettering wind. Fretwell's
foce was drawn end worried ao I climbed Into the seat and I koew T had
my job shead of me. There le very litile to say aboul the fllgsht., It was
bresthtaking end over in = few seconde. I reached about 300 feet altliude
in one med swoop, banked over the grandstand, rsced down-wind, and losing
helght in the vortices from the bulldings, made a hairpln furn sround the
basket-ball netn, one wing skimming the ground - and landed.



-0 -

I never herd the cheers, but found time to offer 2 little
prayer of thankegliving.

Fretwell'e toke-off was sherp end ewift. He seemed to be
elimbing steadily end should have easlly cbimined e frr greater helsht
than my first flight, but with fear wellins up inside me, I sev him
cspt loose of the tow-line when hardly higher thenm the grandscand.
Horrified, I watehed him almost verticle bank over the huge bullding,
graze his wing on the building, level up, race downwind and land
with & heavy jolt, the glider coming to rest with the nome of the
machine overhanging a four feot drop onto the race track.

This was as much flying as we wished to do and Fretwell and
I clasped hands 1in mutusl understanding. All signe & hunger had venished
and we reve 11ttle though te Pslletier vho was by this time busy in
the grandstand, colleciing for our exhibition. His laughing eyea
and good humeur with resdy snd witty remarks soon had him steggering
with two pockets full of silver, a grand %otal of fortr-one dollars
snd forty-one cents. We met him some hours afterwards and with a yell
of happy plemsure he came stegrering and herdly sble o walk with his spoils,

¥o wissly went Into the Ford Jeslere who hedl supplied us with
a demonstiretion cer and left the bulk of sor collection in safe keeping.

Our next stop was the flret restaurant in Cermen snd during
our very havpy mes), we bhndly had the geod grnce ito scknowladge the
gourtesy ond commlimenta to pur gliding exhibitiorn that afternoon.

The followln: day we sttended en open alr church service
on the Falrgrounds and Ilmmedlately after {ho service, while the crowd
was etlll present, mnde two flighte. The air was %111 tricky, but
our confidence was exceptionsl apd the {wo fll:hite mlithovgh all as
tricky as those mede the day before, were performad wlisont mishap.

The next dsy, Mondey, July lst, we gave two furtler exhibition:
flights at the Felr, which wee the finel day. These were made under the
snme dangerous conditions ms previously, but we had gained experience from
the other fllghts, sc muchk so, that greater helght was resched end = longer
f1lght took pleee, corrring us well over the trees, back of the grandstand
over the ferris wheel and around into the field again.
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The erowds had by thies time tolved of our exhibltion and the
show people spw a big fenture for thelr performence, 1f we could join
them. ¥ were czlled o the Manarer's office, Just before they left for
feteven, and the offer was put to ne. ¥e decided to think 1t over, awing
fo the tremendous riske, and left vord that, Lf we agreed, wonld meet
them the following duy snd elpm the comtractz., The contract ves to offer
$150.00 for emch show en! onr festure would be billed twice a week. A
regulsr goldmine (o ue after whet we had one throuch the past week., When
the show had pone we daclded to join them snd as ihs lme wma late
-and nizhefall had et in, we stned the glider in the Fleld == an
previous gocasions, yet sec.raly nsainst the wind.

Hefore turning in to nleep, our log books wera tut in erder
by the 1izki of the dash-Dosrd lemn, and our récord showed 410 flishts in
which we had flown at twentv-two different towns nod sitlas 4 The meter
on the desh had been carefully recorded from place to plaee/ar te Carman
we had covered 10BZ iilss on car teur, without secident snd slmost preciesly
to sehedule. Thousands of Crzrdlep reorle hed witnossed our glidinge ané
we Telt enr originsl . unose of #nes wasine gnd promuting gliding wne belng
Tulfilled. “hat nlght we fai) s-loar comnletely exisustad, for the strein
of flylng under these tryins condltions was begimning to tell on us,
Z2rly in the woraing, = low zrosnins semmd elightly dlcturbed our slumber,
thea with = rosr like on exoresa treln, elessn was guddanly deshed rvay.

“e vore in the centrec of s tormedo, and shslte 82 oo ¥a Wers
in the grove of trees, ocur c:r rooked in the wind spd the peltins rain
aades n deafening sound as It atruek the car. Our thoughtes flew to the
glider staked out im ihe open and ¥» rushed to the spot lu ouwr pyjaman
Bot wasting tlme @0 Croge, o arrivin-, splattered with wad, we were
hovrified e find the glidar gone, The tormade nnd ploked 14 up bodily,
cerrisd it for mbout o hundred feet, where it struck ihe ground lseving
socme “rackape, Then 1t was ovidently 1ifted azalm only to De =olled into
= mass of splinters and tern fadrle and flnally herled inis = tree, whare
wo found 1t. There wes no recommisable sheape. It was & 1 @p mass of useless
fabrle and not a plece of wood gny larger thar » broom-hondle renained. Our
tesrs mingled with the rain as we slowly turned our bac s snd returned te
the aor to dress.

ALl thet was selvaged vas pleced in e small box. This ve loaded
anto the Grsiler snd then prevared to say goodbye to a famlly of friends who
hed more or less adeuvied ua.



With heavy hearts we ssld goodbye and made the return
trip to Medicine Hat, 2 distance of over 700 miles, stopplag only
for gaseline. Stopring at my home, my mother saw that all travel
stalns were cl-ared awny. Hot baths nnd a wonderful home cooked
supper put ue into = better mood. That night we iaid our plare
and it was deeclided to return to Calgary, reorganire the Calgary
Gliding Club whieh wae mow without = meechine, and give asslstence
to any clubs thet mey be formlng In Alberts owinz to the lmpstus
giver to gllding by onr exhibitions.

¥e returned to Gslsary quletyly without a 1ot of prass
bellyhoo, end were slncerely proud te he the slider barnstormers
and thz goodw!ll troum of mponsors to the =port of gliding.
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204K - Populstion Miles Arrival __lesve Wo. ¥iiginte ﬂ!;isgijgp
Calgar 83,761 - - 12.15 AM

May 25, 1935 140 25.00
Letrbridre 13,469 15 Hay 26 May 27 56 22.53
Bow tolond 14 71 ¥y v 32Y 8 2.10
Medicine Iamg 10,%00 Lo # p7 dune & 67 Ry
Irvine 23k 21 Juald * B 6 3.40
Maple Urask 1,154 %G g 6 C -39
Swift Current 5,296 97 i T L 2.90
Herbert 1,009 e |, S S g k.70
Mooge Jaw 21,298 78 LR R 2k 13.96
Regina 575, 205 y2 . 3% % 18 i} 1T.47
Milsstone bk 31 I R R 3 1.07
Weyburn 5,002 35 T, TR 6 g. 15
Eataven 2,936 i * 3k * 1§ 5 6. 77
Alameds, 300 Lz LI N R 10 g.01
Carlyle LE0 28 R S S ) 5.70
Redvers - - LR 1 S 5 3.15
Pipestone - 65 L [ R & 2.50
Virden 1,530 25 BRI : 7.30
Souris 1,561 36 ORI N | 7 b, 78
Brendon 17,082 - LA L o 5.95
Portase 1a 6,597 55 - - i = 2

Prairle
Winnipeg 218,785 55 " pa ' 36 20 12.28
Corman 1,138 18 noopE  July % 5 Wb

FOTAL 1,082 o 21k b7



