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Ride Along with Fire Department

By Michele McClintock
On Thursday April 6 Larry
LeMieux and [ went on a ride
along with Captain Jensen,
Shawn Tobler and Jason
Hanor. Shawn Tobler has
been a full time fireman for
four years and Jason Hanor

has been full-time for two
years. Both were on the re-
serves before being pro-
moted to full time status.
Upon our arrival to the sta-
tion we were shown the fire
truck we would be going out

in. The truck has a thousand
gallon of water capacity,
seats up to five people and
has the capacity to spray
foam as well for the alcohol
burning fires.

Captain Jenson and

firefighters Hanor and
Tobler’s schedule for the day
included a few business in-
spections and to flush the fire
Hydrants.

Business inspections are
done once a year. [tems the
fire department are con-
cerned with are exposed
wires, wires extendlng from

the ceiling, exit signs having
power, mainly anything that
could potentially start a fire.

The hydrants are flushed
twice a year and takes ap-
proximately 3 months to do
the whole city. The purpose
for this is to get rid of the

Continued next page

M;chele McClintock prepares to ride along w:th f ref ghters,
Shawn Tobler and Jason Hanor



_P_age 28

-2 -4T

THE VALLEY JOURNAL

April 13, 200(

- Continued from page 27

Ride along

build up of sediment and
debris in the pipes.

The fire truck is flushed
once a week for the same
purpose as the hydrants.
While in the process of flush-
ing the truck we were shown
the operation of the deck
gun. This attachment allows
the firefighters to be able to
reach vehicles that may be

on fire and because of the
type of fire not safe for the
truck to be close up.

The fire department is
looking for reserves. If you
are interested in joining the
department please contact
Chief Meachum. The re-
serves are required to work
8-10 hours per month. After
the sixth month probation

period they will receive
$200.00 permonth. T h e
station could not function as
well as it does without the
help of the reserves. As our
population continues to get
bigger the fire department
will need more help. As one
can see the job consists of a
lot more than just putting out
fires.

Top Right: The firemen

equipment designed to
distibute the water and
reduce pressure.

Left: The control panel
where all the water is
turned on and off.

. Right: Captain Jensen

operation of the Deck
Gun.

test a new piece of |

§ demonstrates the




Heced 2%.2000 Desert Valley TIMES

Fire Attack Trammg

40 firefighters from Mesquite and a number of outside agencies participated
in Initial Fire Attack Training at the Mesquite Fire Department training facility.
The training allowed firefighters to experience live fire attack under controlled
conditions.

The Utah State Fire Academy brought their live fire training platform and the
firefighters were formed into teams for Inital Attack, Rapid Intervention, and
Backup. Each firefighter rotated from one position to another several times dur-
ing the training allowing him to experience each function.

The Utah State Fire Academy brought their Propane fire training platform
last fall and their flashover platform earlier this year. This training and the equip-
ment are the state of the art.

tted / Desert Valley Times
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City Hall Update

Ken Meacham, Fire Chief

The Mesquite Fire Depart-
ment knows that round-the-
clock fire protection requires a
continuum of readiness, training,
pre-fire planning and hazard
planning, code enforcement,
equipment maintenance, and
physical fitness. We also know
that rapid growth in the commu-
nity and budget constraints of-
ten make it a struggle to keep
pace in terms of advanced train-
ing, personnel and equipment.

In the face of rapid change, our
primary mission remains as al-
ways to provide prompt quality
service to the community and
visitors of Mesquite through pro-
active training, public education,
fire prevention, fire suppression,
and emergency response. Plain

and simple...that is our mainstay.
While we as a fire department
provide a host of other programs
and services, to lose sight of our
number one purpose s to fail our
mission. The task we have un-
dertaken is to provide 24-hour
a day protection at a level that
conforms to mainstream and/or
community standards.

Fighting fire is hard, physical,
demanding work. Providing fire
protection and life safety service
is an enormous challenge for any
fire department. We are at-
tempting to meet those chal-
lenges through education and
training of our firefighters and the
public. :

In our effort to inform and edu-
cate, we ask that the following

accomplishments be considered.
In 1999, we set goals for all the
officers, volunteers, and full-time
firefighters to be certified to the
Firefighter I level, and to the
Firefighter Il level. Fire officer I
training is an on-going effort. We
have achieved a 100% complete
program for the Firefighter II
level for our full-time firefighters.
98% of our volunteers are now
certified either Firefighter I or
Firefighter Il with a new class of
firefighters read to certify in Feb-
ruary, 2000. The training pro-
gram has been updated to meet
the more stringent requirements
of NFPA 1001, 1401, and
1410. During 1999 seven vol-
unteer firefighters attended and
completed certification for

Emergency Medical Technician,
and five volunteers have gone on
to be certified through the Health
District as EMT Intermediates.
We have had great success in
obtaining full cooperation from
local casinos to allow us to use
designated areas of their prop-
erties to train our full-time staff
and our volunteers in the use of
our newly acquired 100-ft. Lad-
der truck. Training has been
scheduled in March for Initial
Fire Attack, which will be in-
structed by the Utah State Fire
Rescue Academy, and research
is being done for training in high
angle rope rescue. By the end
of the fiscal year, the goals that
our department had set in 1999

next set of goals is in the pro-
cess for next year.

The following responses were
made from Jan. 1, 1999 to Jan.
1,2000: 20 structure fires, 21
wildland fire, 13 haz-mat inci-
dents, 52 car accidents, 14 car
fires, 27 false alarms, 1 body
recovery, 2 fatalities, 14 mutual
aid given, 2 mutual aid received;
with an average response time
of 5.45 minutes.

Two structure fires of late in-
clude one at the Stateline Trailer
Park and the other at Enchant-
ment condos. Both fires re-
quired the response of fourteen
firefighters and the required
equipment. The response was
quick and no injuries were re-
ported.



Mesquite Fire Fighters
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The Mesquite Fire
Fighters Association will

hold its second annual Fire

Muster Oct. 7 at the Eureka
Hotel Casino. The event is
co-sponsored by the Eurcka
‘and the association.
Festivities are open to

the public and will begin

with a Pancake breakfast at
7 a.m. Donation is $5 per
person. Antique and opera-
tional fire trucks will join a
parade on Sandhill and

Mesquite Blvd., starting at

-9:30 a.m., and will return to

the Eureka where they will
be on display for the rest of
the day. Fire fighter compe-
titions begin at 1 p.m. and
will include water barrel,
water cannon, fireman’s
relay, hose roll, broken
hose drill and midnight

- alarm.
The  public, = with
emphasis on kids and

politicians, will be invited
to join in the competitions.

Capping the day’s
activities will at a bar-b-
que awards dinner and
entertainment beginning at
6 p.m.
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City Welcomes two new firefighter/paramedics

Derek Hughes, Acting Fire Chief

Firefighter/paramedics
Jim Kindel and Chris
Racine recently joined
Mesquite Fire and Rescue.
Both bring a broad range
of experience and exper-
tise to the team, as well as
advanced levels of para-
medic and fire fighting
certification and training.
“The community will def-
initely benefit from hav-
ing Jim and Chris here in
Mesquite,” said Acting
Chief Derek Hughes.

Jim Kindel comes to
~ Mesquite from Las Vegas
where he worked for three

“Both my wife and | want-
ed to get our kids out of
the city and get back to a
small community. Mes-
quite is a good fit for the
whole family - including
my two dogs. I'm really
looking forward to work-
ing here in this communi-
ty.” -

Chris Racine also
comes to us from Las
Vegas where he was born
and raised. Having previ-
ously served as a Lead

- Paramedic in Pahrump,

Chris is proud to put his
diverse and proven experi-
ence to work for
Mesquite. In addition to

towards achieving
Advanced Life Support
level of service for the
benefit of the communi-
ty.” His wife Christie and
their four children are also
glad to be here.

Hiring these two new
firefighter/paramedics is
the first step in moving

—_—

toward Advance Life
Support (ALS) licensure
from the Clark County
Health District.. ALS sta-
tus will allow Mesquite
Fire and Rescue to pro-
vide a more advanced
level of pre-hospital care
to the community and
patients  they  serve.

According to Acting Chief
Hughes, “Having Jim and
Chris on board along with
Battalion Chief Jaynes
definitely compliments
our existing level of quali-
ty EMT service. We’re
glad they’ve joined our
team.”



years as a paramecaic witl
American Medical Res-
ponse. Previously, Jim
served an eight year tour
of duty in the United
States Navy and then
completed a two-year
nationally accredited
Paramedic Program at
UCCSN in Las Vegas. As
a nationally certified
Senior Paramedic, Jim
brings a high level of
advanced training and
skill to the station.

Born and raised in
Canfield, Ohio, a town
about one-third the size of
Mesquite, Jim and his
wife, Lorena, and  their
three children are happy to
be in our community.

National

1115 HICHIUGIDIILEF* 12 viiw
Registry of
Emergency Medical
Technicians, Chris is also
trained in the handeling of
hazardous materials and
has completed profession-
al certification programs‘
through the National Fire
Academy in Maryland and
the Paramedic Program at
UCLA. Additionally,
Chris is an Emergency
Medical Services (EMS)
instructor, which will
allow him to provide
training for new recruits
and volunteers.

Chris was attracted to
Mesquite “...because it is
a progressive city that is
more goal-oriented
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Fire Chief to retire

Dick Coleman - Staff Writer

The city of Mesquite is los-
‘ing another public official.
Fire Chief Ken Mecham is
retiring after many years. He
has seen the department grow
from a volunteer organization
to a full department within the
city government. His retire-
ment becomes effective in
August, at which time,
Deputy Chief Derek Hughes
will become interim chief as
Mesquite makes a formal
search for a permanent chief.
Hughes will compete for that
permanent spot.

Mecham waxed a little
nostalgic; remembering
Mesquite as a small farm
community in 1984. Then,
the fire department was vol-
unteer with an old farm truck
with a water tank on the back
Mecham has seen his depart-
ment grow into a modern fire
department  with  tough
upgrading and exceptionally

modern equipment. Even
with the modern department
he feels there is more work to
be done. '
The development of
Mesquite’s fire and EMS
services have allowed the city
to go from a high 8 insurance
rating down to a low 4 by the
Insurance Service Office.
That agency helps determine
insurance costs for home
owners and lower costs for the
city. Mesquite has continual-
ly lowered its costs since
1984. Good news for home
owners and  taxpayers.
Mecham has seen training
classes go from once a month
to where weekly classes are
now needed - including a
recent class on responding to
‘killer bees’. Mecham says he
likes the way the city is head-
ing and says his stay has been
a happy one - but, at 52, he’s
looking forward to retirement.
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Derek Hughes is new Fire Chief

By E. Beverly Mellinger

Derek Hughes has been
promoted to Fire Chief for
the City of Mesquite.

A panel including Police
Chief Doug Law, Financial
Officer Mel Drown,
Councilman Dave Bennett
and City Manager Bryan
Montgomery  interviewed
five other finalists.

The choice of Hughes
was unanimous.

“Derek interviewed very
well and is capable and will-
ing to handle his fire preven-
tion tasks as well as the Chief
duties — just as he has done
over the past four months,”
said Montgomery.

Hughes has filled the
position on an interim basis
since the retirement of the
former Chief.

With the selection of

Hughes, the city will save’

nearly $70,000, which will
allow the Fire and Rescue
Department to hire an addi-
tional firefighter/paramedic
to help extend the full-time
coverage.

Barring the new hiring,
the funds could be returned
to the General Fund.
Montgomery said that none
of the other finalists con-
vinced the committee he
would bring much more to
the department and make up
that type of savings.

Hughes  joined the
Mesquite Fire Department in
1989 at the age of 17.

It's permanent. Derek Hughes is the new Mesquite Fire Chief after
holding the position on a temporary basis for four months.

He became an EMT vol-
unteer in 1992.

The new appointee said
he’s had a lot of opportunities
because in a small depart-
ment, “you get more experi-
ence, get to wear more hats,
and that’s what’s so great
about working here.”

Since joining the depart-
ment full-time in 1995, he
has held the position of
Assistant Chief for-Reserves,
Deputy Fire Chief, and Fire
Prevention Officer - the posi-
tion he will continue to hold

along with the Fire Chief
duties. .

Hughes stays busy with
budgetary matters pertaining
to the department, but also
conducting inspections of the
larger properties in town,
along with educational activ-
ities at the schools and in the
business community.

The new fire chief will
attend a fire science course in
January, as part of the depart-
ment’s ongoing emphasis on
staying up-to-date in the field
of fire technology.
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Change is the word at the
station these days. Operations
at the Fire and Rescue depart-
ment are going very well. We

Dick Coleman / Desert Valley Times

haven’t missed a beat, thanks to
the dedicated men and women
who volunteer their time to our
community.- I would like to
thank them for their long hours,

lost sleep, patience, dedication,

professionalism, and time away
from their family and friends.
We have been fortunate to have
such good neighbors like
Station and Rescue 71 in
Bunkerville and the Clark

- County Fire Department. Both

departments have -been very
helpful with on-going training
while we were searching for a
Battalion Chief.

- We are now in the process
of hiring three. full time fire-

fighter/paramedic ~ positions.
With these new positions, we
will be working with the Clark
County Health District to

Jlicense some of our ambulances

as Advanced Life Support. This
will allow us to provide a
greater range of services to our
community. As soon as -these
positions are filled, we will be
updating residents with more
information. In the meantime,if
you have any questions con-
cerning ambulance service or
medical training, please call

Battalion Chief Todd Jaynes.at

346.2690.
We are excited to welcome
FLIGHT for LIFE to their new

home at Station #2. They will
staff a pilot, flight nurse, and a
paramedic 24 hours a day.
There will also be an opportuni-
ty for joint training with the
flight staff, since many of them

are instructors in various med-

ical fields.

With all the new construc-
tion, as well as existing busi-
ness, fire prevention inspections
are one of those duties that keep
the full time staff busy. It is
exciting to see all the new
growth happening in our com-

‘munity and to-be a part of keep-

ing it safe. Speaking of new
construction, we should start
see_ihg the new Fire/Rescue
bays going up near the existing

structure will have four drive
through bays and some storag
space for ' equipmen
Administrative offices will b
located where the Building an
Public Works offices are now.

We would like to invil
everyone, especially kids, 1
stop in and visit the statio
Come on down and see wh
we’re up to and take a tour «
the station. We know the ki
will love to see the fire engin
and ambulances. And, as a con

munity service, we would |

happy to cheek your blood pre
sure for free when staff is ava
able. For 'more_ informatio
please call 346-2690.

Building Department. The new ;
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Change is the word at the
station these days. Operations
at the Fire and Rescue depart-
ment are going very well. We

Dick Coleman / Desert Valley Times

haven’t missed a beat, thanks to
the dedicated men and women
who volunteer their time to our
community. I would like to
thank them for their long hours,
lost sleep, patience, dedication,
professionalism, and time away
from their family and friends.
We have been fortunate to have
such good neighbors like
Station and Rescue 71 in
Bunkerville and the Clark
County Fire Department. Both
departments have been very
helpful with on-going training
while we were searching for a
Battalion Chief.

We are now in the process
of hiring three full time fire-

fighter/paramedic ~ positions.
With these new positions, we
will be working with the Clark
County Health District to
license some of our ambulances
as Advanced Life Support. This
will allow us to provide a
greater range of services to our
community. As soon as these
positions are filled, we will be
updating residents with more
information. In the meantime, if
you have any questions con-
cerning ambulance service or
medical training, please call
Battalion Chief Todd Jaynes at
346.2690.

We are excited to welcome
FLIGHT for LIFE to their new

home at Station #2. They will
staff a pilot, flight nurse, and a
paramedic 24 hours a day.
There will also be an opportuni-
ty for joint training with the
flight staff, since many of them
are instructors in various med-
ical fields.

With all the new construc-
tion, as well as existing busi-
ness, fire prevention inspections
are one of those duties that keep
the full time staff busy. It is
exciting to see all the new
growth happening in our com-
munity and to be a part of keep-
ing it safe. Speaking of new
construction, we should start
seeing the new Fire/Rescue
bays going up near the existing
Building Department. The new

structure will have four drive-
through bays and some storage
space for equipment,
Administrative offices will be
located where the Building and
Public Works offices are now.

We would like to invite
everyone, especially kids, to
stop in and visit the station.
Come on down and see what
we’re up to and take a tour of
the station. We know the kids
will love to see the fire engines
and ambulances. And, as a com-
munity service, we would be
happy to check your blood pres-
sure for free when staff is avail-
able. For more information,
please call 346-2690.



AL UL IUCTLILE WEe W
have a chance to meet our three
new State Board Members.
Surprisingly Jack Coons was
not reappointed. The new mem-
bers are Tommy Ford, John
Moran, and Dave McNinch,

I have known Tommy Ford
for some time and other than
Wildred Allen, I cannot think of
any better person to serve on
this board. I had breakfast, with
John Moran. This was our first’
meeting. It promises to be a
great relationship. I believe that
ﬂte sportsmen of Nevada now

3U's opening. The reason for
this is that these people have no
faith in the present NDOW
leadership to properly manage
this WMA. If you question their
reasoning just take a look at
Sunnyside and the Overton
WMA.

I have been asked to film
how great the 3C’s WMA looks
now and go back in five years
and have another look at this
area. They feel that this area

e et
* See OUTDOOR on Pg 15

Brush Fires hit Elbow Canyon

Dick Coleman - Staff Writer

Firefighters responded to a
brush fire in the mountains at
Elbow Canyon ten miles south-
east of Mesquite. The fire was

brush fires started around one in
the afternoon last Thursday,
July 20th. It didn’t take long to
go through a hundred acres in
the above one hundred degree
temperatures. The fire has con-
sumed over 1,000 acres, and is
now approaching an area where
range cattle, corrals and other
ranching structures are threat-
ened.

One firefighter was pulled

“exhaustion , the only injury as
of yesterday. ;

Four air tankers have
helped fight the fire along with

two choppers, two fire engines

,{/‘-e“. 2ind - A

on BLM land in the Arizona -
Strip. The first of this series of -

off the line suffering from heat

believed to have caused the ini-

77
Ll
7
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Choppers working out of Mesugite Airport transport 700 gallons of

retardant at a time. 1

and 170 firefighters using a tial fire - the storm that rollec

total of 225 personnel. through the area Sunday
Visitors to the area are

» See Fires on Pg 1
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Fire Fueled By Hot Dry Weather

By Miichele McClintock

The fire burning in the mountains was
reported about 1:00 on Thursday, July Photos Courtesy Of
20. The cause of the fire was due to camp- Bob Mills
ers in the area.

The Elbow fire has currently burned 113
acres in Elbow Canyon, located ten miles
southeast of Mesquite and twenty miles
southwest of St. George in the state of
Arizona. It is burning on Arizona strip
Bureau of Land Management land.
Firefighters are working the flanks of the
fire in hope of stopping it from cresting a
ridge where it could slop into the next
drainage and complicate the firefighting ol

Continued on page 12




Continued from page 1
Fire

fort. Firefighting efforts are hampered by the lack of natural barriers to assist in containing the fire.
The fire continues to burn in thick brush, consisting mainly of oakbrush, chapparal,pinyon pine and
juniper. : '

The fire is burning in the Pauite Wilderness Area and big horn sheep habitat, however, no homes
are threatened by the fire. : :

Additional resources have been called in to fight the blaze . A heavy air tanker has joined the two
single engine air tankers in making fire retardant drops. Two hand crews, three engines and a heli-
copter with helitak crew are fighting the blaze. :

Fire officials are concerned for firefighter safety as temperatures in the 100’s and extremely low
humidity predicted posea threat of dehydration and exposure to the sun for firefighters.-

Officials state that the fire will be completely contained by Sunday.

Present re- ——
sources of the
local Color
Country South
Zone Dispatch
are supporting
fires throughout
the Great Basin.
The fire danger
continues to be
extreme with
high tempera-
tures and dry
vegetation
across Utah and
Arizona.
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The Mesquite Fire and Rescue Department updates

for Desert Valley Times

Training: Last week
training was held regarding
the different medications that
each level of EMT can
administer.

This week radio, written
and other forms of communi-
cation will be the topic of our
Thursday training which will
be a combined Fire and

Emergency Medical training

session.

The training topic for
next week’s EMS training
will be cardiac emergencies,

Our entry-level firefight-
er training was fire control
and detection last week with
this week’s training being

communications followed by
loss control and scene con-
trol.

Mesquite  Fire and
Rescue is currently putting
together an EMT basic class
that will be starting in
November.

We are inviting all those
who are interested in this
class to call and if space per-
mits take the class.

CPR is offered every first
and third Saturday so those
people interested in this class
may call and schedule atten-
dance.

We require a minimum of
six people and there is a $12
charge to offset our costs.

Events:

Our fire muster on Oct. 7
was a huge success with sev-
eral fire departments partici-
pating.

‘Fire Prevention is Oct. 9-
14. Our department will be
putting on programs at the
elementary schools.

Last week with the help
of Clark County fire we oper-
ated a smokehouse for the K-
third graders in Mesquite and
assisted Bunkerville with the
smokehouse at their school.

Information:

Richard Resnick from
AMR Las Vegas was hired to
be our fourth full time
Paramedic.

. The testing was on Sept.
23 with a hiring list being

generated from the other can-
didates who tested.

We feel that Richard will
add experience and training
to our department and he
tested really well.

The testing consisted of
several components includ-
ing: -

* Climbing 75 feet up the

-ladder on the truck

*+ A timed physical agility
test

* A written test

* Practical scenarios

* Oral board

For the week of Oct. 1-7,
we responded to 12 calls for
Emergency Medical Service.

ALS status for our
department is progressing

with a few minor details to be
worked out. - Nov. 9 is the
day scheduled to be 10 per-
cent ALS-certified and func-
tioning at the ALS level.
ALS coverage will be seven
days a week, 24 hours a day.

The delay in obtaining
our ALS certification is the
time factor involved in order-
ing and receiving our sup-
plies and equipment.

We are still looking for
volunteers for fire, ambu-
lance, or both.

If interested, please fill
out an application at City
Hall.

For more information
call (702) 346-2690 or
tiaynes@ci.mesquite.nv.us.
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jaynes, new battalion chief, EMS coordinator for the City

E. Beverly Mellinger - Correspondent

Small steps-large steps-
they all add up to achieving
a goal. When the city com-
bined its fire and ambulance
departments, that large step
has proven one of the most
significant in its history.

The driving force is to

provide the best patient care
possible outside of a hospi-
tal.

By combining the two
mainly volunteer services
into one entity, the city as
significantly enhanced its
medical support services.
Combining the two depart-
ment budgets also enabled

the city to hire Todd Jaynes
to fill both the battalion

Chief and Emergency
Service Coordinator posi-
tions. Jaynes comes to

Mesquite with broad experi-
ence in both areas.

“It’s been a good fit,”
says Derrick Hughes, Acting
Fire Chief. The firefighters

photo submitted

Todd Jaynes was recently named new Battalion Chief/[EMS
Coordinator. The City is more than midway into achieving Advanced
Life Support (ALS) certification, and has Jaynes to thank for spear-
heading the program. The City is expecting final word from Clark
County by the end of the year.



and the paramedics now
work hand-in-hand when
responding together to acci-
dent scenes.

Firefighters  perform
traffic safety and extracation
duties while parametics and
EMTs perform the life sav-
ing patient care. Both de-
partments are encouraging
the “many good volunteers”
to cross-train.

By cross training, the 20
plus firefighters, 11 EMT’s,
three paramedic/firefighters
and five EMT/firefighters
will be able to receive
broader training opportuni-
ties.

Jaynes’  professional
background makes him well
suited.to his task: He was in

the fist paramedic certifica-
tion class offered by Dixie |
College mn 1995, and says,
that, because that class was
the initial venture, “we were
very much over trained.”
He comes to Mesquite
from Pahrump where he was
the lead paramedic fire-
fighter. Prior to that position
he gained experience with
volunteer and paid firefight-
er and paramedic units in
Rockford, Ill., St. George
and Hurricane, Utah.
According to lughes, it
was Jaynes’ broad experi-
ence and work with combi-
nation firefighter and para-
medic units in the past that

set him apart from several
+ see JAYNES on page 5




« JAYNES from page 2

excellent candidates. “We
needed an individual with
the knowledge and personal-
ity to effectively lead a com-
~ bination unit. Todd has both.
We’re very lucky to have
him aboard.”

Jaynes’ role as EMS
Battalion Chief includes
responsibility for training
and certification as well as
quality assurance of equip-
ment, personnel, and perfor-
mance.

“He is well suited for all
these tasks, as noted by his
A+ score on his certification
test - one of the highest ever
recorded,” says Hughes. His
paramedic and firefighter
certification in three states
also adds to his ability to
offer high quality training to
the local department.

In addition to his fire-

fighting and paramedic
expertise, Battalion Chief
Jaynes also has an MBA and
degrees in management and
Asian Studies through the
University of Phoenix, and
speaks fluent Korean.

At one time he owned a
15-employee landscaping
business in Hurricane, Utah.
His interest in Korea was
whetted as he realized that
“Asia is where business is
headed.”

Janes’ basic Philosophy'

is: Enjoy what you do! He
and his wife, Sheila, are the
parents of seven children
and live in Mesquite.

He also likes to cook all
kinds of dishes, and espe-
cially experimenting with
oriental cuisine.

‘A second major step for
the department is that they
are more than midway into
achieving Advanced Life

Support (ALS) certification. |
They’re expecting the final
word from Clark County by
the end of the year.

Advanced Cardiac Life
Support service means that
local paramedics will be
able to use the highest level
of pre-hospital care, includ-
ing administering more
advanc-ed medications and
equipment for control of car-
diac and respiratory emer-
gencies. -

They will be trained and
able to use advanced life-
saving  procedures  for

patients with serious and

potentially life-threatening
injuries.

ALS is the highest level
of pre-hospital care without
having registered nurses on
duty. While that may hap-
pen, someday, Flight for
Life crew nurses are already
located in Mesquite.
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City

Hall Update

By Derek Hughes, Acting Fire Chief

- Change is the word at the sta-
tion these days. Operations at
the Fire and Rescue department
are going very well. We haven’t
missed a beat, thanks to the dedi-
cated men and women who vol-
unteer their time to our commu-
nity. { would like to thank them
for their long hours, lost sleep,
patience, dedication, profession-
alism, and time away from their
family and friends. We have been
fortunate to have such good
neighbors like Station and Res-
cue 71 in Bunkerville and the
Clark County Fire Department.
Both departments have been
very helpful with on-going train-

ing while we were searching for
a Battalion Chief.

We are now in the process of
hiring three full time firefighter/
paramedic positions. With these
new positions, we will be work-
ing with the Clark County Health
District to license some of our
ambulances as Advanced Life
Support. This will allow us to
provide a greater range of ser-
vices to our community. As soon
as these positions are filled, we
will be updating residents with
more information. In the mean-
time, if'you have any questions
concerning ambulance service or
medical training, please call Bat-
talion Chief Todd Jaynes at
346.2690.

We are excited to welcome
FLIGHT for LIFE to their new
home at Station #2. They will
staffa pilot, flight nurse, and a
paramedic 24 hours a day.
There will also be an opportu-
nity forjoint training with the flight

“staff, since many of them are in-

structors in various medical

fields.

With all the new construction,
as well as existing business, fire
prevention inspections are one
of those duties that keep the full
time staffbusy. Itis exciting to
see all the new growth happen-
ing in our community and to be
apart of keeping it safe. Speak-
ing of new construction, we
should start seeing the new Fire/

Rescue bays going up near the
existing Building Department.
The new structure will have four
drive-through bays and some
storage space for equipment.
Administrative offices will be lo-
cated where the Building and
Public Works offices are now.
We would like to invite every-
one, especially kids, to stop in
and visit the station. Come on

down and see what we’re up to
and take a tour of the station.
We know the kids will love to
see the fire engines and ambu-
lances. And, as a community
service, we would be happy to
check your blood pressure for

free when staff'is available. For

more information, please call
346-2690. :
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City Hires New EMS Battalion Chief

By Derek Hughes Acting Fire Chief

On July 10" the City of Mes-
quite hired its new EMS Battal-

ion Chief Todd Jaynes. Chief

Jaynes comes to Mesquite from
Pahrump where he was the Lead
Paramedic/Firefighter. Priorto
that position he gained experi-
ence with volunteer and paid
firefighter and paramedic units in
Rockford, Illinois, St.George,
Utah and Hurricane, Utah.
According to Acting Fire
Chief Derek Hughes, it was
Jaynes broad experience and
work with combination volun-
teer/paid firefighter and para-
medic units in the past that set
him apart from several excellent
candidates. According to
Hughes, “We needed an indi-

vidual with the knowledge and
personality to effectively lead a.

combination unit. Todd has
both. We’re very excited and
very lucky to have him here in
Mesquite.”

Jaynes role as EMS Battalion
Chiefincludes responsibility for
training and certification as well
as quality assurance of equip-
ment, personnel, and perfor-
mance. He is well suited for all
these tasks, as noted by his A+
score on his certification test -
one of the highest ever recorded.
His paramedic and firefighter
certification in three states also
adds to his ability to offer high-
quality training to local firefighter/
paramedic staff.

Asked why he relocated to
Mesquite, Chief Jaynes gave

two reasons. “One, the oppor--

tunity was great; and two, my
wife liked the town a lot. Mes-
quite is just a much better place

toraise a family.”

In addition to his firefighter/
paramedic expertise, Chief
Jaynes also has an M.B.A. and
degrees in management and
Asian Studies and speaks Ko-

rean. He plans to teach busi-
ness and EMT courses at the
community college. He and his
wife Sheila are the proud par-
ents of seven children.
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Mesquite Fire Rescue

By Rick Resnick

There has been an unusu-
al increase in the number of
calls. We are unsure why this
is, but we can assume that the
sudden heat wave that has
plagued us has some part to
do with it. On that note, we
would like to remind you of
some precautions to take
while out in the sun and some
of the problems that can arise
from the heat.

Dehydration - We as-
sume that our thirst mecha-
nism will ‘protect us from
dehydration, that if we be-
come dehydrated, it will tell
us by triggering intense thirst
until we are properly hydrat-
ed. But this isn’t always the
case. It is possible to lose
fluid so quickly that the nor-
mal thirst mechanism is over-
whelmed or overridden.

The sources of fluid loss
are respiration, perspiration,
urination and defecation. The
rate of loss from each of
these will vary according to

altitude.
The most common cause

. of increased fluid loss is

exercise and sweating. The
effects of even mild dehydra-
tion are decreased coordina-
tion, fatigue and impairment
of judgment.

Heat Exhaustion - The
primary cause of symptoms
is the amount of sodium and
chloride ions lost, rather than
the amount of water. Little or
no rise in body core tempera-
ture will be noted. Symptoms
include fatigue, exhaustion,
nausea, lightheadedness and
possibly heat cramps.

Heat exhaustion usually
comes on several hours after
exertion and dehydration.
The individual may have
even replaced the lost fluids,
but not the electrolytes. With
enough rest and water, heat
exhaustion is self-correcting.
However, this condition can
often be treated rapidly with
an electrolyte solution con-
sisting of one teaspoon of salt
(sodium chloride) dissolved

into the stomach to dilute the-

salt, while the sufferer needs
the water out in the circulato-
ry system where it is used to
help maintain a normal core
temperature. :

Heat cramps sometimes
associated with heat exhaus-
tion, are painful but not dam-
aging unless they are
ignored. As with any cramp,
they can be stretched and
massaged away.

Drinking the slightly
salty water and resting
should keep them from reap-
pearing. If they do reappear,
you should take the rest of
the day off.

Prevention -  Heat
exhaustion can be avoided by
consuming enough water to
replace the fluids lost, and

eating salty foods or drinking,

an electrolyte solution. Drink
because you know you
should, not because you feel
thirsty. Maintain a pace that
allows your body to adapt to
the heat.

- If you feel the symptoms
of exhaustion coming on,
you’re going too fast. It is

humid season. Your ther-
moregulatory system will
become more efficient as it
gets used to hot weather.
Take a break during the
hottest part of the day, the
middle afternoon hours.

‘Wear cotton clothing that lets

air pass through and sweat
evaporate. And wear a
brimmed hat or cap to shade
your heat-sensitive head.
Heat Stroke - Heat
Stroke, on the other hand, is a
life-threatening emergency.
Without proper care, heat
stroke victims will most like-
ly die. Once our cooling
mechanism fails, core tem-

perature rises rapidly. Death
can occur in as little as 30
minutes.

When the core tempera-
ture rises, the brain, which
can only function in a very
narrow temperature range,
begins to fail. In an effort to
cool the blood and lower the
core temperature, the brain
will dilate all the blood ves-
sels in the skin. As a result,
the skin becomes red and hot,
but may still be wet. (Note:
Classical heat stroke, suf-
fered more commonly by the
ill and/or elderly, usually
produces dry skin from severe

 see FIRET page 52
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ture, humidity and altltude
Through the activities of
daily living, the average

day’s loss of fluid is four -

liters, which is generally

replaced by the fluid we

drink and the food we eat.
But the amount of fluid
required can be significantly
increased by exercise, sweat-
ing, diarrhea, temperature or

should be slowly sipped over
a period of 60 minutes. Add a
tablespoon of sugar or a
sweet drink powder to
replenish energy stores.
Sports drinks like Gatorade
are acceptable. It’s better if
the drink is cooled.

Salt tablets are too con-
centrated and should be
avoided. They draw water

et e R A i

yourself early in the hot,

From page 17
dehydration.)
As the brain overheats, the

individual may become disori-
ented combative, argumentative

and may hallucinate wildly. The

primary goal of therapy is to
cool the victim as rapidly as
possible. Since the sweating
mechanism has failed, we have
to sweat for the patient.

"The simplest and most
effective method is to remove
all non-cotton clothing and soak
the victim with water, fanning
to increase the rate of evapora-
tion and massaging extremities
to encourage the return of cool
blood to the core, and removing
the-victim from the outdoors to
an -indoor air—conditioried envi-
ronment.

With a limited supply of
water, cooling the head and
neck becomes the top priority.
If available, ice packs should be
placed at the neck, armpits and
groin, in that order. All heat
stroke victims must be trans-

- ported to the hospital as quickly

as possible.

Prevention - Heat stroke,

like all heat-related illnesses, is
preventable. The same preven-
tion methods that work for
dehydration and exhaustion will

- work for heat stroke. The-guid-

ing principle is to stay well
hydrated. ,

Do not rely on your th:rst
mechanism to tell you when
and how much you need to
drink. Under conditions of exer-
tion, it is probably impossible to

drink too much water.

As with any emergency,
please call 911 and get the prop-
er assistance if you are unsure
what to do. Mémy of these prob-
lems can be avoided by limiting
sun and heat exposure time as
well as keeping hydrated.

Another subject we would
like to remind you of is drown-
ing. This is the time to be extra

- ‘cautious with small children

and pools. Please remember to
keep the gates locked, pool toys
cleaned up and the fence closed.
Children can wander into dan-
gerous areas unnoticed until it’s
too late. Safety and prevention
are the key to a drowning free
summer.
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Fire Chief Meets With Local Agricultural Community. :

Press Release

Mesquite Fire Chief, Derek
Hughes recently met with mem-
bers of the local agricultural com-
munity to discuss agricultural
burning and community growth
issues. Some of the concerns dis-
cussed where size of burn,
weather factors, seasonal factors,
permit criteria and issuance, defi-
nition of an agricultural burn, and
the converging of suburban and
farming activities. The meeting
was prompted by repeated fire
department responses to con-
trolled agricultural burn scenes.

The City, by ordinance, allows
controlled burns in the City lim-
its if certain criteria are met. The
ordinance requires that a permit
be issued by the Fire Department.
Some factors that influence the

issuance of a permit are, weather,
burnssize, available water supply,
exposures, and an on site check
by fire department personnel.
The Burn permit has two catego-
ries: Agricultural, and General.
One of the first items dis-
cussed was the definition of an
agricultural burn. Chief Hughes
defined an agricultural burn as a
controlled burn including
hedgerows and ditch banks for
weed abatement purposes.
Some ideas brought up sur-
rounding weather factors were
the possibility of extending per-
mit dates. Permits are issued
daily. In the past, if the weather
turned unfavorable, the user
would have to return at a later
date and be issued another per-

mit. An extended permit may
alleviate this problem and some
of the stress created for the user.
When discussing seasonal
burn times, it was unanimous that
Spring is the best time to burn.
The increase of dead weeds and
higher temperatures in Summer
are less than ideal when burning.
Additionally, the inversion layer
and weather conditions of Fall
and Winter can create health re-
lated hazards due to the smoke
entrapment in the valley.
Another suggestion discussed
during the meeting was the pos-

sibility of more frequent burns,
with smaller fires. This will de-
crease noxious smoke, smolder-
ing, and burn times.

A General burn permit can be
issued to the public. A General
burn permit may be issued for
weeds, wood scraps, papers, and
campfires and costs $5.00 per is-
suance. A General burn permit
has the same factors that affect
the issuance as the Agricultural
permit.

All permits can be obtained
from the City of Mesquite Fire
Department, Monday through

Friday during regular business
hours. Permits are promptly fol-
lowed up by an inspection of the
burn site.

Chief Hughes stated that he is
confident that the suggestions
and ideas presented, common
sense, courtesy, and the coopera-
tion of the residents of Mesquite,
in conjunction with permit
guidelines, that some of the prob-
lems which have occurred in the
past can be alleviated. If you
have any questions, please don’t
hesitate to call my office at 346-
5231,
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Mesquite Fire And Rescue
Begins 24-Hour Coverage

By Derek Hughes
Mesquite Fire
and Rescue Chief

The City of Mesquite
Fire and Rescue Department
has begun 24-hour-a-day
staffed emergency services.

The station will now
always be staffed by a crew
of three personnel — -all
cross-trained in both fire
fighting and emergency med-
ical services.

There are three shifts a
week of crews that rotate in
and out based on a 48-hour
on, and 96-hour off schedule.

The 24-hour-a-day cov-
erage will decrease response
times for both fire and ambu-
lance and help the city pro-
vide superior emergency ser-
vices for the protection of life
and property.

Paramedical emergency
medical service and modern
day aggressive fire fighting

technique strongly suggest
minimal response time and
proper staffing saves lives
and property.

Support by the city coun-
cil, city manager and local
citizenry led to the expanded
services.

In recent months the call
volume has risen significant-
ly.

The new work schedule

help alleviate staff
fatigue as well as keep our
service safe, professional and
expedient.

To facilitate the neces-
sary staffing requirements,
three full-time Firefighter-
EMT's were hired.

The new Firefighter-
EMT's are William Martinez,
Ryan Thornton and Britanie
Wilkins.

They were not only the
top three scorers on the
entrance exams, but also, all

will

three were Reserve Firefight-
er/EMT's for our department.

The physical agility test,
written test and interviewing
process is difficult and was
highly competitive.

The -Fire - & Rescue
Department will hire another
Firefighter/Paramedic later
this month.

Applications
position  were
through Aug. 17.

Examinations will take
place August 25, to establish
a hiring eligibility list.

Please contact us at 346-
2690 if you have any ques-
tions, or as always, feel free
to stop by the Fire and Res-
cue station during normal
business hours.

P—

for that
received



f ]
j/m p.<s

March 29,200/

City Hall Update

By Rick Resnick, FF/Paramedic,
P.I.0. Mesquite Fire & Rescue
Department 3

Over the past few weeks
there has been a lot of activi-
ty at the Mesquite Fire
Department. Everything
from call volume to studying
the feasibility of twenty-four
hour staffing has been
worked on.

The call volume is at*an

- all time high. : -
~ With the first quarter asa

guide, the call volume for the
- year will be in the twelve -

hundred (1,200) range for
EMS alone.:
In the month of February

we had 104 EMS responses -

and 19 fire responses. The

percentage of first out rescue _
- four hour coverage in order

units were 80 percent while
second out units were at 19
percent and third out rescue
units at 3 percent. Twenty-
two percent of our EMS call
volume was in calls originat-
ing from hotel casinos.

The Advanced Life Sup-
port program is getting posi-
tive responses from the med-
ical community, as well as
from the public. We thank
you for your support!

The rescue units - are
holding up well thanks to the

rapid and expert skill of the
City Vehicle Maintenance
division - a special thanks to
Ray, Doug and Lou for keep-
ing us going. They even had
to do an emergency repair to
Engine One’s pump!

Testing for the position
of Firefighter/EMT was
completed. Of the eighty-six
applications, we had just
over sixty applicants test on -

~March 3 and March 10. The
testing was done to create a

list of candidates ehglble for
hire and in preparatton for

‘possibly going to twenty-
four hour coverage. Approxi-
“mately 30 people are on that

list.
 The City has been
exploring the cost of twenty-

to decrease our response time
(the time we get the call to
the time we arrive at your
house) and to supply faster
EMS / Fire service.

To "accomplish this, we
would need to hire four more
full time personnel. This
would also help decrease
overtime paid out and also
give the reserve staff the .
chance to staff on duty with

* see UPDATE page 40
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"~ the pald ‘full time staff. The

“reserve staff will also be uti-

lized for second out EMS
calls and fire response as
well.

The Staff welcomes the
idea of additional coverage
due to the increased call vol-
ume and call patterns.

A few weeks back we
had the unfortunate experi-

ence of responding to an
ATV accident. The individ-

I had to be flown to Unl---
~ersity Medical “Center_in
.Las. Vegas, where he subse-.

quently died from massive

head injuries a few days
~ later.

All this person needed to
stay alive that day was a hel-
met. Helmets save lives.
There is no way to appreci-
ate the amount of safety a
helmet can give until you
see the amount of damage

- sustained without one.

Please, 1 beg of you, if

you are riding a bike, motor-
'cycle or are rollerblading,

skateboarding, etc., wear a
helmet and pads! This per-
son probably could have
gone home and had dinner
that night if he had.

Incidentally, this person
had his helmet in the front
seat of a car that was less
than a short walk from
where he sustained his fatal
head injuries.

Finally; we are settling
into the new station behind
the New City Hall. We still
have ongoing small projects

‘to complete, and we are

grateful for the space that
the new bays and ofﬁces
give us.

If you haven’t had a
chance to come and take a
tour of the station, we will
be here for the City Hall
Complex grand opening this
Thursday, 4-6 p.m. so please
stop over and take a look.
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Press Release

On March 17®, 2001. Two of
our Reserve Officers were certi-
fied after attending the 4-day Na-
tional Certification for Child Pas-
senger Safety Technician Course.
In this course they learned about
crash dynamics, Federal role and
Safety Standards, additional ve-
hicle protection systems, correct
installation of (CRS) Child Re-
strain Systems, misuse, compat-
ibility issues and more.

It is a fact that unintentional in-
juries are the leading cause of
childhood deaths, and vehicle
crashes account for 42 %. An-
other fact is the misuse of CRS is
about 80% but in reality on sev-
eral child restrain inspections the
numbers were alarming. In Wash-
ington DC, Maryland, Virginia,
Feb 1999. An inspection team

found 1210 seats incorrectly in-

stalled and 48 seats correctly in-
stalled. Other inspections around
the US have revealed similar re-
sults. It is our intention with this
training and the assistance of
other agencies to begin a program
to educate people and assist them
in learning to properly install their
children’s car seats, proper place-
ment and to check for current re-
calls and what to do in the event
of a recall, as well as compatibil-
ity issues.

We are hoping for some federal
funding to initiate a low to no-cost
car seat program for low-income
families in our community as
well.

We can’t do this alone, so we
are encouraging other agencies,
organizations as well as private
citizens to attend our 8 hour train-
ing for Child Passenger Trauma

Jour na
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Prevention, which will cover the
necessary topics to certify you as
a Child Restrain Systems Inspec-
tor. This training is scheduled for
Thursday April 26®, 2001 from
8:00am to 4:00pm. Please call
Fire Department for more infor-
mation. We would like to have at
least 2 voluntary Child Restrain
System checkup events per year.
The first event will be on Satur-
day April 28", stating after the pa-
rade to 2:00pm during Mesquite
days and the other towards the
end of the year. We need all the
inspectors that we can get, so
make the time to take the class and
participate by volunteering in
these events. Remember it is
easier and less costly to prevent
an injury than it is to remedy
one...your loved ones will thank
you for it.
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Mesquite Fire & Rescue

By Rick Resnick

On March 17, two of our
reserve officers were certified
after attending the four-day
National Certification for
Child Passenger Safety Tech-
nician Course. In this course

they learned about crash
dynamics, Federal Roll and
Safety Standards, additional
vehicle protection systems,
correct installation of (CRS)
Child Restraint Systems, mis-
use, compatibility issues and
more.

It is a fact that uninten-
tional injuries are the leading
cause of childhood deaths, and
vehicle crashes account for
42%.

The misuse of CRS is
about 80%, but in reality, on
several child restraint inspec-

tions the numbers were alarm-
ing.

In Washington DC, Mary-
land, Virginia, Feb 1999, an
inspection team found 1210
seats incorrectly installed and
48 seats correctly installed.

Other inspections around
the US have revealed similar
results. It is our intention, with
this training and the assistance
of other agencies, to begin a
program to educate people and
assist them in learning to prop-
erly install their children’s car
seats, teach proper placement
and to check for current recalls
and what to do in the event of
a recall, as well as compatibil-
ity issues.

We are hoping for some
federal funding to initiate a
low to no-cost car seat pro-
gram for low-income families
in our community as well.

We can’t do this alone, so
we are encouraging other

~ancigs, organizations and

private citizens to attend our 8
hour training for Child Passen-
ger Trauma Prevention, which
will cover the necessary topics
to certify you as a Child
Restraint Systems Inspector.
This training is scheduled for
Thursday April 26th, 2001
from 8:00am to 4:00pm.
Please call Fire Department
for more information. We
would like to have at least 2
voluntary Child Restraint Sys-
tem checkup events per year.

The first event will be on
Saturday, April 28, starting
after the parade to 2:00 p.m.
during Mesquite Days, and the
other towards the end of the
year.

We need all the inspectors
that we can get, so make the
time to take the class and par-
ticipate by volunteering in
these events.

Remember it is easier and
less costly to prevent an injury
than it is to remedy one...your
loved ones will thank you for it.
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By Michele McClintock

Friday, February 23 at around 10:00 am
Ted and Jackie Miller owners of Virgin River
Oak Furniture smelled a burning odor in their
store. “The odor was strong enough for our
eyes to be affected” said Jackie.

After doing a thorough investigation of the
store they could not find anything that was
giving off the odor. The Millers went to get
Sheila Moyers, Mesquite Plaza’s property
manager and call the fire department.

The fire department arrived and immedi-

 ately started popping holes in the ceiling tiles

to see where the source of the smoke was
coming from. It was later noticed by another
tenant of the Mesquite Plaza that there was
smoke coming from the roof just above Vir-
gin River Oak. The firefighters found that
there was an electrical fire in the neon light.

The firefighters had to chop holes in the
roof to be able to get to the fire.

Ted and Jackie Miller were happy to re-
port that there was no damage to anything
and the roof is temporarily covered and will
be fixed shortly.

Fire At Mesquite Plaza
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Mesquite Fire Department
Activities Updated

By Rick Resnick

On Friday night, Feb. 9,
vandals struck the vehicles in
the parking lots of the Fire
Department and City Hall.
There was quite a bit of dam-
age to some City of Mesquite
and personal firefighter vehi-
cles. If you have any infor-
mation regarding this inci-
dent, please contact the City
of Mesquite Police Depart-
ment.

The Fire Department has
responded to about 130 calls
this year, the majority being
EMS-related emergencies.
We would like to request the
following of you if you
should call for an ambulance:

~ Give the dispatcher as
much information about the
patients current problem and
past medical history.

Have the patient's identi-
fication and insurance infor-
mation available for our
crews. Don't rely on your
memory for the information
because in an emergency sit-
uation it's difficult to think
clearly and stay focused.

Have a complete list of
the medication the patient
takes and write it down on
something you can give to
the fire crew. A photocopy of
a pre-written list is an excel-
lent idea. :

Be available to the crew
to answer questions about the
patient, but try to stay physi-
cally out of the way of the
working crew. Some of the
equipment can be dangerous
and requires quite a bit of
space to operate efficiently.

Don't smoke while the
crew is working on the pa-
tient. We carry oxygen and
other potentially dangerous
material that can be haz-
ardous with smoking materi-
als.

We have completed our

move into the new firehouse.

There is still some modifica-
tion work going on, but we
would not mind a bit if you
came by to say hello and
check out our new station set
up. We are still looking for
volunteers to help out around
the station with mostly cleri-
cal work. If you are interest-

ed in donating some of your
valuable time, contact Chief
Derek Hughes at 364-2690.
Winter is almost over,
but please try to keep those
space heaters safe and away
from combustible materials
and always follow the manu-
factures guide for use. A win-
ter without someone losing a
home due to fire is what we
call in the fire service

"great!"

The EMT class is almost
over. A few more tests and
we will have a bunch more
EMT's in the community.
Congratulations to the men
and women who have studied
hard and put forth a good ef-
fort. The graduating class is
complete on the Feb. 20.
Also, we have assembled a

team to partake and train in.

Technical Rescue. The Tech
Rescue Team will train in the
areas of confined space res-
cue, high angle rescue, trench
rescue and underground res-
cue. They will also have the
equipment and training for
Hazardous Materials man-
agement. The team was cho-
sen from a stack of applicants
and will consist of 10 mem-
bers of the fire department.
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Mesquite Fire Rescue

Press Release

January, by most standards, is
not too exciting a month. There
is New Years Eve and it usually
takes the rest of the month to
recover from that. But such is
not so for the men and women
of Mesquite Fire Rescue. Aside
from being an unusually busy
month for Fire and EMS calls
there has been a lot of activity
around the old and new stations.
Yep, that’s right we moved into
the new fire station behind the
new City Hall building. There is
still some work going on and
some of the apparatus is still in

_the old garage bays but most of
our stuffis in. We will be more
than happy to show you around
our new station but give us some
time before you drop by. We will
still have some cleaning and or-
ganizing to do, however, we look
forward to seeing you drop by
during normal business hours.
Our phone number is still the
same 346-2690.

On the Fire side of things; there
has been reports of out of con-
trol“controlled burns”. Please
remember to keep a control burn
to a size that you could control if
things went awry. Also, please
see Sonja at the fire station for a
burn permit if you plan to burn.
Not having one can land you in
some trouble. We would also
like toremind you that if our lights
are flashing and our siren is blar-
ing, to please pull to the right
hand side of the road. Our truck
is big, heavy, and can be difficult
to stop in an emergency. It’s
easier and safer for you to pull
to the right and wait for us to go
by. We’d hate to meet by acci-
dent.

On the EMS side of the equa-
tion that is our department; Our
paramedics and EMT’s are ¢old,
tired, hungry, and at times...sleep
deprived. I guess what I’'m try-
ing to say is we have been run-
ning day and night at times. There

has been an increase in normal
call volume and Advanced Life
Support calls. The cold weather
and rain might have something
to do with that. Please keep
yourself warm and get plenty of
rest during this time of winter.
Keeping that Flu bug away is a
good way to ensure a healthy
winter season. There have been
several out of the ordinary type
calls. All I can say about that is
think “safety” before doing
something that might be thought
of as risky or that you haven’t
done ina while.

The Fire Rescue Department is
receiving excellent feedback
from the professional medical
community. We have had favor-
able mentions about the im-
provement of emergency medi-
cal care in the community at re-
cent lectures and at meetings
with the Clark County Health
District. I would like to say that
our Paramedics and EMT’s have

been striving to increase their
skills and knowledge base with
continuing education and prac-
tice. Our goal is to be the best
EMS system in Clark County
and we are well on our way.
Good job to our Fire and Ems
crews.. keep up the good work!
If you’d like to join Our team
and are interested in an exciting
and challenging career, then lis-
ten up... We are testing for the
position of Firefighter/EMT,
Firefighter/EMT-1, and
Firefighter/Paramedic to estab-
lish a list for future hiring. Please
see Jessie in personnel in City
Hall for an application. The test-
ing will be done in the end of
February. Good luck to all. If
you have any questions, feel free
to call us and we’ll try to answer
them as best as we can. We also
have openings for volunteers to
answer phones, file or anything
else you would like to help with.
If interested in volunteering,

please contact Chief Derek
Hughes at 346-2690.
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Mesquite Fire Rescue

By Rick Resnick

Another busy month is
about to close out for us. To
date we have run 350 EMS
responses and 63 fire calls. In
March we had 83 EMS

responses with 59 transports

(71%). 54 of those patients
went to Dixie Regional Med-

ical Center (92%), while four.

were transported to Las
Vegas area hospitals. One
patient went by flight for life.

The majority of patients
were medical calls with 18%

being chest pain related.
There were 23 trauma-related
calls for service. Nine calls
were out of area originating
in Bunkerville and Little-
field, Beaver Dam (11%). 23
calls were ALS oriented
(28%)).

There have been 63 calls

for fire related emergencies
this year. As for the 12 fire
calls this month, the majority
(nine) were fire department
assist calls such as extin-
guished prior to our arrival,
smoke detector malfunctions,

Motor Vehicle Accidents.

(MVA) and leaking propane
tanks. We responded to one
building fire and two
responses were cancelled in
route.

Aside from being busy
running calls, we have been
very hard at work on other
projects. The fire station is
now capable of twenty-four
hour shifting accommoda-
tions and we look forward to
being able to give the com-

munity the coverage it

deserves. We would like to
mention the extra effort that
City Manager, Bryan Mont-
gomery and Fire Chief Derck
Hughes have put forth.

As mentioned, last week
two of our staff went to Las
Vegas to be certified as child

restraint technicians. If you

have questions about your
child safety restraints, please
feel free to stop by and ask
us. We would be more than
happy to help.

[ m———

'On that same note, two of
our firefighter paramedics
went to the State Fire Mar-
shals Training Office in Car-
son City and attended the
First Fire Officer One State
of Nevada certification class.
This class was one week long
and 1s a train the trainer class,
which means our two
FF/Paramedics can teach it
here in Mesquite. Keep your
ears open for a future fire
officer certification class.

If you drive by the station
on Saturday afternoons and
see a lot of action around the
fire station please don’t be

~concerned. The small fires,

vehicle extrications, and roof
ladders are all part of the
Firefighter One and Two cer-
tification class that has been
underway for a few weeks
now. The class is doing quite
well and we believe they will
score very well o their state
certification exams.

Rest assured.our fire-
fighters are getting the very
best education we can get for
them. :

In recent news, The
Clark County Health District
has revised some of the para-
medic protocols. It is now a

* see FIRE page 16

———
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From page 10

little easier and faster for our para-
medics to treat some very serious
conditions.

The Health District EMS divi-
sion has been very proactive in the
delivery of emergency medical
care.

The training division for the
fire department will conduct an
EMT-intermediate ~ certification
class in August. 1f you are a current
certified EMT and would like to
attend please call us at the number
below.

A Pre-Hospital Trauma Life
Support class will be held here in
Mesquite for arca paramedics and
EMT’s.

If you are interested in attend-

ing this class on May 4.5, please
call Batt or Chief Todd Jayne: at
346-2690.

We will be conducting testing
and interviews for our reserve
staff. We are looking for those peo-
ple in the community who would
like to be involved in the depart-
ment. Applications are available in
city hall, So come on down and put
the “you’ in teamwork.

Now that we are into the
warmer weather, picnics, and
BBQ's please remember to keep
the old BBQ at least 10 feet from
the side of your house or any over-
hang. This is a safety 1ssue as well
as a city ordinance.

The rapidly rising heat can
catch an overhang on fire faster
than you think possible. S0 be safe
and keep those stakes nice and
juicy.



Mesquite Fire Rescue

Press Release
Rick Resnick FF/Paramedic, PIO
Another busy month is about to
close out for us. To date we have run

350 EMS responses /3 fire calls.
The numbers for M are as fol-
lows. :
We had 83 EN - sponses with
59 transports (71 "4 ofthose pa-

tients went to Dix.. Regional Medi-
cal Center (92%), while 4 were trans-
ported to Las Vegas area hospitals. 1
Patient went by Flight for Life. The
majority of patients we.¢ me. cal
calls with 18% being chest pain re-
lated. There were 23 trauma-related
calls for service. 9 calls were out of
area originating in Bunkervill and
Littlefield Beaver Dam (11%). 23
calls were ALS oriented (28%)
There have been 63 calls f . fire
related emergencies this yc. - As for
the 12 fire calls this m~ _,, the ma-
jority (9) were fire  artment assist
callssuchasextin®  shed prior to our
arrival, smoke detector malfunctions,

Motor Vehicle Accidents (MVA)and
leaking propane tanks. We responded
to 1 building fire and two responses
were cancelled enroute.

Aside from being busy running
calls we have been very hard at work
on other projects. The fire station is
now capable of twenty-four hour
shifting accommodations and we
look forward to being able to give
the community the coverage it de-
serves. We would like to mention the
extra effort that City Manager, Bryan
Montgomery and Fire Chief Derek
Hughes have put forth.

As  entioned last week 2 of our
staff went to Las Vegas to be certi-
fied as Child Restraint Technicians.
If you have questions about your
child safety restraints, please feel free
to stop by and ask us. We would be
more than happy to help.

On that same note, Two of our
Firefighter Paramedics went to the
State Fire Marshals Training Office

4 Uty it

in Carson City and attended the first
Fire Officer | State of Nevada certi-
fication class. This class was 1 week
long and is a train the trainer class,
which means our two FF/Paramed-
ics can teach it here in Mesquite.
Keep you ears open for a future Fire
Officer certification class.

[f you drive by the station on Sat-
urday afternoons and see a lot of ac-
tion around the fire station please
don’t be concerned. The small fires,
vehicle extrications, and roofladders
areall partofthe Firefighter 1&2 cer-
tification class that has been under-
way for a few weeks now. The class
is doing quite well and we believe
they will score very well ontheir state
certification exams. Restassured our
firefighters are getting the very best

-77773/ 200

education we can get for them.

In recent news. The Clark County
Health District has revised some of
the paramedic protocols: It is now a
little easier and faster for our para-

medics to treat some very serious.

conditions. The Health District EMS
division has been very proactive in
the delivery of emergency medical
care.  The training division for
the fire department will conduct an
EMT-Intermediate certification
class in August. If you are a current
certified EMT and would like to at-
tend please call us at the above num-
ber. A Pre Hospital Trauma Life
Support class will be held here in
Mesquite for area paramedics and
EMT’s. If you are interested in at-
tending this class on May 4-5%,

please call Batt. Chief Todd
Jaynes at 346-2690.

We will be conducting testing and
interviews for our reserve staff. We
are looking for those people in the
community who would like to be
involved in the department. Appli-
cations are available in City Hall.
So come on down and put the “you™
in teamwork.

Now that we are into the warmer
weather, picnics, and BBQ’s please
remember to keep the old BBQ at
least 10 feet from the side of your
house or any overhang. This is a
safety issue as well as a city ordi-
nance. The rapid rising heat can
catch an overhang on fire faster than
you think possible So be safe and
keep those stakes nice and juicy



Firefighters Get Intervention Training

By Bill McClure
Editor

About 100 firefighters
lose their lives each year in a
normal house fire and
Mesquite Fire Chief Derek
Hughes wants to make sure it
doesn't happen to one of his.

Nine of Mesquite's
instructor-certified firefighters
completed three days of Rapid
Intervention Training last
week.

The course was conducted
by Jay Acebo and Tony Pas-
torello, veteran firefighters
and instructors from the Las
Vegas Valley.

Acebo is a 15-year veteran
and Pastorello has 11 years of
experience.

The first day began with

some classroom training but
the course quickly evolved
into hands-on training and
technique exercises.

"I learned how to get
between two studs — that's a
14-inch opening — while
wearing all of my protective
gear and an air tank," Hughes
said.

"] didn't believe my big
body and all that equipment
would get through that small
of an opening but the tech-
niques they taught us allowed
me to do it."

Another part of the train-
ing was about how to help a
firefighter who goes down.

"It used to be that the pre-
ferred way to rescue a downed

« see TRAINING page 3

Fireﬁghters Train Photo by Bill McClur

Mesquite Fire Chief Derek Hughes, back to camera, prepares to pull
simulated downed firefighter to safety during a training exercise.
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From page 1

firefighter was to carry him
out — the old fireman's carry,"
Acebo said.

"But that's a lot of dead
weight to carry and it's really
difficult for a small man
whose trying to carry a much

- larger man — especially with
all the equipment we wear."

Another exercise taught
the firefighters techniques on
how to free themselves if they
get caught in a web of wires
— a common problem in
house fires.

And, the firefighters were
taught how to get downed fire-
fighters out of a basement or
the second story of a building.

"We were all tired when it
was over, but we all walked

something," Hughes said.

Acebo and Pastorello left
copies of course materials and
briefings so the newly trained
Mesquite instructors can train
the rest of the department's
firefighters.
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Men And Women In Blue

Local Boy
Finds
Excitement
In Mesquite

By Terrie Canfield
Staff Writer

Shawn Tobler is follow-
ing in his father's footsteps.
His dad was a firefighter

in the 70s and 80s. S i Tob’e ety

Now Shawn is an Shawn Tobler is glad to be following in his father's foot-
EMT/firefighter. steps.




He was DOIN ana raiseu
in Mesquite, graduated from Virgin Valley
High School and decided to stay here.

"Mesquite is a great place to raise kids
and the department is great to work for," he
said.

Besides he has lots of family here.

" He also said that he's seen lots of
changes both on the job and in Mesquite
over the years.

Shawn worked while going to high
school and while working at the Valley
Market (now Rancho Market) a co-worker
suggested he join the reserves.

He did, liked it and it has turned into a
career for him - a career he really enjoys.

"When you go into work, you never
know quite what will happen.

"] like that - it's always something dif-
ferent, something new to learn," he said.

He also admitted that the fire fighting
intrigues him the most.

"Maybe it's the adrenaline rush."

Maybe.

But fires are kind of rare around here.

If the river catches on fire, it is usually
let burn unless it threatens a home site.

And because it isn't within the city -
proper, it's BLM jurisdiction anyway.

Shane is on the rope rescue team.

Their training has brought them up to
operational levels and they will attend
additional training in Las Vegas next week.

This training gives them (there are
eight members) the capability to rescue
stranded climbers, for example.

In his off time, he rides and occasion-
ally races dirt bikes, rides ATVs and
spends time with his wife and daughter.

As an EMT, he says its good to know
that he is able to provide a better outcome
than might have been.

Last week he helped deliver a baby
and said, "That was pretty great."

Pretty great we have dedicated men
and women like Shawn in the fire depart-
ment.
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Women In Blue

Firefighter/EMT
Britanie Wilkins
Made The

Right Choice

by Terrie Canfield, _f_’hafo_ s

Staff Writer Britanie Wilkins




Britanie Wilkins was born and
raised in St. George, but came to
Mesquite to work security at the
CasaBlanca.

One day, she ran into the fire chief,
and he asked if she’d like to be a fire-
fighter.

She had shown an interest in EMT
work and had actually graduated from
the law enforcement academy, which
made her eligible to be a police offi-
cer, so she said “sure.”

Now that she’s been in the field,
she knows it was the right choice.

“I don’t think T was meant to be
doing anything else,” she said.

She volunteered for six months
while going through EMT training
and firefighter training.

Then she was hired on full time.

As a Firefighter/EMT, she works

48 on and 96 off.

Those 48 hours are spent at the fire
station and on call, the majority of
which are EMT calls.

So far the fires have been mostly
car fires or dumpsters or smoke
alarms.

She remembers one of her first
fires, all suited up and being first on
the hose.

“When you have your suit on, all

you can see through is that little win-
dow and the smoke billowing at you,”
she said.

“It was a pretty cool feeling to put
out a fire.”

For Britanie, helping people is the
best part of the job.

It gives her a good feeling to be
doing something good for the commu-
nity.

Sometimes the work can be awe
inspiring, like the time a truck went
over the edge and dropped 100 feet
into the gorge.

“You couldn’t even tell it was a
truck,” she said.

“But the woman was virtually
untouched.”

After they hauled her up on a
backboard, and Britanie saw she was
unhurt, she just stood in disbelief,

Britanie also likes the fact that the
job is physically demanding and keeps
her in shape.

That helps her chase after her five-
year-old son and mountain bike in her
spare time.

While she loves her job, she also
loves to play the piano and compose
music.

It seems she made the right choice
indeed.
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New Ambulance

The Mesquite Fire Department has taken
delivery of a new ambulance to replace a
1990 model which had more than 100,000
miles of service. The Department researched
the purchase for about seven months and
received proposals from about 12 companies.

Photo by Bill McClure

The new, $95,000 ambulance has a larger box
which provides more room for para-medics to
work and a quieter, smoother ride for
patients. The department is answering
between 700-800 calls per year with an aver-
age run of more than 100 miles




Mesquite Fire Chief Derek Hughes, left, Mon-
day named Logan Leavitt and Bryson Van
Houten, both 10, "Junior Rescuers" for their
quick action, saving the life of Thomas Lee, 2,
held by his mom, Sandra. Thomas recently
wandered into a neighbor's yard, climbed up on
a backhoe and nearly hung himself on
hydraulic lines. The pair of 10-year-olds noticed

Junior Rescuers Photo by Bill McClure

what was happening and raced to the infant's
rescue. Bryson held Thomas close to his body
to take the weight off Thomas' neck while
Logan pushed on the child’s feet. Sandra
arrived moments later to disentangle her son.
"The boys were so humble about what they had
done, they didn’t even tell their parents. | had
to tell them," Sandra said.
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New Recruits
Dave Prater, left, Huk Todd, John Villegas, Dave Neufeld, Ruben Cabr-

era, Trevor lverson,Mark Moriarty,
Fire Department.

Justin McConnell join the Mesquite

Mesquite Fire Department
Gets New Recruits

The Mesquite Fire Rescue
Department would like to
congratulate a new group of
certified fully trained fire-
fighters.

Many of the new recruits
are cross-trained as Emer-
gency Medical Technicians in
basic, intermediate and para-
medic level care.

Each of the new firefight-
ers had to complete many
hours of classroom training,
hands on training, and an ori-
entation ride.

After all the training came
rigorous testing, including a
challenging physical agility
test and state testing for both
written and practical fire
fighting techniques.

All candidates successful-
ly completed the testing crite-
ria and are now certified to
run Fire and EMS calls.

The new members of the
department are Dave Prater,
Firefighter/ EMT-Intermedi-
ate, Diana Lara, EMT-Basic,
Mark Moriarty, Firefighter/
EMT-Basic, Dave Neufeld,
Firefighter, Brian “squeek”
Carlson, Firefighter/ Para-
medic, John Villegas, Fire-
fighter, Ruben Cabrera, Fire-
fighter.

Those who are not yet
active reserves will be so in
the near future after complet-
ing some other classes and
ride along training:

Congratulations to all!
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Fire Safety

Desert Valley Times

Fire Prevention Week was
made much more important to
the students at Virgin Valley
Elementary School on Oct. 11
when a group of firefighters
from Mesquite’s Fire Depart-
ment presented three assem-
blies to the students of the
school throughout the day.
The students were very inter-
ested in seeing the firefighting
uniforms and gear, as two of
the firefighters crawled down
the aisles of the auditorium to
stay out of the “smoke” which
had been created.

Frank Fletcher told the
students they should not be
afraid of the firefighters when
they are dressed in their fire-
fighting gear as they are there
to help and save lives.

He also talked to the stu-
dents about fire safety, what
they should do if they are ever
in a fire, and how to call 911.

They learned about “stop,

i3}

At VVES

drop, and roll,” and how to get
down low to crawl out from
under the smoke.

Each of the younger stu-
dents were given a red fire hat
and a coloring book about fire
safety. It was very interesting
and informative for students
from Kindergarten through
sixth grade.

Thank you to the many
firefighters of Mesquite, full-
time and volunteer, who share
their time and talents to teach
and to protect the children of
our city.

They hold a fire drill each
month at the elementary
school to prepare the children
in case of a real fire.

Some of the firefighters
who participated - in this
demonstration were Mark
Moriarity (also a fourth grade
teacher"at VVES), Clint De,
Shawn'“Tobler,” and Frank
Fletcher. © * ™
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State And Local Fire Departments

Commemorate Eightieth Anniversary
Desert Valley Times /-7 D-0 222,000 injuries and $11 bil-

The Nevada State Fire
Marshal, in cooperation with
local fire departments, is ask-
ing citizens to increase their
awareness of fire safety in
honor of the eightieth
anniversary of the 2002 Fire
Prevention Week.

The event is observed
from Oct. 6 through Oct. 12
to coincide with the anniver-
sary of the Great Chicago
Fire, which occurred on Oct.
8, 1871.

This fire killed 250 peo-
ple, destroyed 17,400 struc-
tures, burned more than
2,000 acres and left 100,000
people homeless.

The cause of the fire was
never determined.

In 2000, there were 20
Clark County fire fatalities,
four in Washoe County and
four throughout the rest of
the state.

Nationally, there 1.7 mil-
lion fires accounting for
more than 4,000 deaths,

lion in loses.

"Paying extra attention to
fire safety during this desig-
nated week can save lives,"
said State Fire Marshal Chief
Doyle Sutton.

"Nevadans should imple-
ment this national cam-
paign's safety theme right at
home by installing and test-
ing smoke alarms, practicing
home escape plans and hunt-
ing down fire hazards such as
frayed electric wires."

The State Fire Marshal
Office investigates fire relat-
ed incidents, provides train-
ing to local fire jurisdictions,
licenses fire companies and
provides fire safety reviews
of construction plans for all
state owned facilities and
rural commercial facilities.

For more information on
Fire Prevention Week or the
State Fire Marshal's Office,
contact deputy chief Dennis
Ely at 775-687-4290.

V@ lbet) Lezrto
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Men And-Women'in Blue

Satisfaction Comes From Helping Others

By Terrie Canfield
Staff Writer

John Foster started out
as an EMT in San Francis-
co Bay area in 1977 and
he’s been at it ever since.

He is a Firefighter-
Paramedic with the City of
Mesquite because he likes
helping people out.

Initially he was trained
by a cardiologist and that
remains a very interesting
part of the job, but he says
it isn’t the big things that
make the job rewarding,
“it’s the little things like
helping relieve pain.”

“Sometimes people just
need to talk and you need
to listen.

“I like that part of the
job best,” John said.

That’s why he’s been at
it so long, and he’ll stay
with it until he retires.

He says learning about
people makes the job
rewarding.

He worked in Fallon,
NV as a hospital paramedic
for 10 years and before
coming to Mesquite he
helped establish Southwest
Ambulance Service in Las
Vegas, where he worked for
a year.

But he missed the small
town atmosphere and liked
the area  surrounding
Mesquite — the mountains
and plateaus — as well as its
small town atmosphere.

And someday he’d like
to learn to play golf.

Meanwhile he likes to
travel “ whenever possible
and he helps collect and
restore old ambulances, like

old Cadillacs.

Once they are fixed up
they are sold to other servic-
es for use.

He also collects ambu-
lance services’ patches from
all over the world.

John remembers deliver-
ing babies as a highlight of
his career - bringing new
life into the world.

He has a son of his own
in Fallon.

“Jan Michael, he’s my
life,” he says.

John’s ultimate goal is to
be an engineer/paramedic,
but that depends on where
the fire department would
like him to go.

John Foster

“I came to Mesquite
because I heard it was a
young, progressive fire
department with a young,

progressive fire chief,” he

said.

He’s bought a home
here, so it looks like he
plans to stay.
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Men And Women In Blue

Jason Hanor Realizes A Dream As Firefighter

By Terrie Canfield
Staff Writer

“I’ve wanted to be a fire-
fighter since I was 15,” EMT
/firefighter Jason Hanor said.

“It’s a dream come true.”

He didn’t start out to be
one though.

He worked as a waiter at
the Virgin River and Jim
Brown, who also worked
there, asked him if he’d like to
volunteer for the fire depart-
ment.

After spending time as a
volunteer, he was picked up

full time and has been full time -

b |

for two-and-a-half years. |

That’s a nice thing about
the department in Mesquite.

Volunteers can get training
and then apply when full-time
positions become available.

Of course the training is
ongoing.

Recently, Hanor attended
weeklong training in Las
Vegas as a member of the Rope
Rescue Team.

EMT/firefighters learned
“patient packaging,” methods
to safely carry patients in the
Stokes Basket.

They also learned “pick-
off” methods, which are ways
of rescuing people from differ-
ent situations and on different
types of rocks.

The course was offered by
CMC, who teaches rope rescue
and makes the rescue equip-
ment. _

Now the men who attend-
ed the course will teach other
members of the team what they
learned.

“That’s very satisfying,”
Hanor said, “training others in
what you’ve learned.”

He likes that and the med-
ical aspect too.

“It’s really rewarding. And
a way to learn too,” he said.

On another run to ER he
can follow-up on a transport
and often learns more about
the condition that necessitated
the call.

And patients send cards to
the fire department thanking
them for their help.

His first fire was an Easter
brush fire four years ago.

“The first time you fight a
fire, you’re hooked if you have
it in your blood.

“You can see it in people’s
eyes.”

Hanor was hooked.

He can’t imagine doing
anything else.

And he says there are a lot
of good, dedicated people here
in the fire department.

He’s just one of them.
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Mesquite Fire-Rescue Looks Back Over Year Of Success

By Derek Hughes,
Fire Chief

The second year for the
City of Mesquite Fire-Rescue
Department has ended since
the start of providing 24 hours
a day, year-round advanced
life support and fire suppres-
sion crews. The department
MAINLAINS ,oo1bbs of 220 dOW
firefighteripasametics;, and
five,; fiesfighisr/EMT-ones,

A o 1

along with trained spart-time
and reserve personnel to meet
our staffing needs.

The reserve staff consists
of 16 individuals, five of those
being EMS only, certified nine
traingd as firefighters/EMT’s
and two trained
firefighter/paramedics.

The department also has
six cadets in training.

On the education front,

two firefighters graduated
paramedic school, six graduat-
ed certified firefighters, and
six certified as EMT’s.

The department also re-
certified all current EMT’s
and paramedics with the Clark
County Heath District.

In 2002 the fire-rescue
de'gartment ran 1244 emer-
%ency med1cal responses and

S e responses for an
average of about four calls a
day.

That is approximately a 10
percent increase from calls in
2001. -

In 2003 we can expect to
increase in both medical
responses and fire responses
because of population growth

and the department has
improved record keeping
methods.

This year saw a new res-
cue ambulance was put into
service.

The new red ambulance is
identical to the one purchased
in the 2001 budget year.

As you might expect, the
city ambulances get a lot of
use.

The first out rescue ambu-
lance logs over 35,000 miles a
year.

The City of Mesquite Fire-
Rescue Department is once
again offering the city ambu-
lance insurance plan.

The plan is strongly rec-
ommend for those who are on
limited fixed income as it is a
way to protect yourself from
costly ambulance bills.

The plan is $125 per
household and supplements
your primary insurance

including Medicare.

Please call the department
for details at 346-2690 during
business hours Monday-Fri-
day.

In 2002 the department
became more involved with
the Clark County Juvenile
Firesetters program.

The program has had
tremendous success across the
country in decreasing youth
firesetting and youth arson.

The main goal of the pro-
gram is to save lives and prop-
erty damage through youth
education and counseling.

The program has been in
Mesquite for two years and
has seen successful results.

The department has two
trained youth firesetter inter-
vention specialists.

Additionally, last year, the
department started a car seat

| assistance program.

The program has enjoyed

great success in installing,
checking car seats, and pro-
viding car seats for those who
need assistance.

The department is able to
do this through the efforts of
Juan Belalcazar who obtained
a federal grant and organized
the program.

Last, the Mesquite Fire-
Rescue Department wishes to
express its thanks to Jim
Brown.

Jim retired from the emer-
gency management technician
position in 2002. \

Jim devoted hard work
and dedication to the depart-
ment over the past few years.

Should you ever have
questions regarding the activi-
ties and services of the fire-
rescue department, please
contact Derek Hughes at 346-
2690 or email dhughes@ci.-
mesquite.nv.us



New Firerighter Web Site
Offers Public Access

WORLD WIDE WEB -
American Firefighter Today is
an online news and information
publication developed for fire-
fighters and rescue personnel.

It is also becoming an
addictive site for Internet users
to keep abreast of emergency
news and weather reports at
home and globally.

An excellent real-wofld :

resource for educators, stu-
dents and researchers, the site
is packed with useful, interest-
ing features.

Breaking stories and news
updates are reported 24/7 with
continuously updated coverage
of major crisis events from
tsunamis to train wrecks to ter-

-rorist activities.

Additional news categories
include business, sports,
health, science, weather, tech-
nology and entertainment.

Articles posted during the
preceding two weeks can be
accessed from American Fire-
fighter Today archives.

Political columnists, edito-
rial cartoonists and correspon-
dents add lively social com-
mentary.

Other features include
classic strips in full color,
crossword puzzles, a stock
market ticker, and dynamic live
action images captured by
fire/rescue photographers.

There’s an amazing collec-
tion of direct links to homeland
defense and emergency-related
organizations and agencies sel-
dom encountered by the gener-

al public.
Visitors to www.american-
firefightertoday.com may

explore the site for one month
free.

Only ten cents per day, an
American Firefighter Today
subscription is a bargain well
within most budgets.

For more information, con-
tact Joseph Cowles, associate
publisher at P.O. Box 2006,
Palm Springs, CA 92263 or
call 760-329-3950.
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Tribute

Virgin Valley Elementary School honors police officers and firefighters for their service to the community

Tribute Paid To City Of Mesquite
Police Officers And Fire Fighters

those two twin towers again
standing high with pride. I
feel so bad for those who lost
their loved ones. I hope that a
tragedy like this never hap-
pens again. | am thankful for
all those firefighters who
risked their lives to try and
save people. I am thankful
for all those people who are
trying to help. I am proud to
be an American." (Danielle
Wynn)

"I think that it is very sad
about what happened. I want-
ed to help the people so bad.
I wish that I could do some-
thing to teach the people who
hit the twin towers and pen-
tagon a lesson. But I am still
standing for freedom. I hope
we still are proud that we
have freedom." (Paula Ceoli)

"I am sorry for Ameri-

cans that died. America will
never give up. I am very
happy none of my friends or
family have died. I am very
thankful for the firefighters
and volunteers courage and
that they love to help Ameri-
ca. And the soldiers that are
protecting us now." (Cody
Milan Jones)

Following the students
presentations, each firefight-
er and police officer was pre-
sented with a U.S. flag and
thanked for his/her loyalty to
our community.

A special video presenta-
tion was shown on America,
as all of the children joined
in singing I'm Proud to Be An
American.

It was a very touching
and special occasion for
everyone there.
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Their loyalty and sense of
honor will never be forgot-
ten.

The children of Mesquite
love America.

We are committed to
fighting evil, protecting free-
dom, and championing the
rights of others.

On this day we pay trib-
ute to our own police force
and fire department who pro-
tect and care for children.

Thank you for your loyal-
ty and commitment to duty.

Our community is safer
place because of you.

The following fifth grade
students also wrote and read
their tributes at the special
flag ceremony:

“] was so sad for the peo-
ple and kids and the firemen
that died, but United We
Stand!" (Fernando Martinez)

“It changed my life to
know that thousands of inno-
cent people died.”

“Jt was a tragic day to
watch the towers fall and to
know that thousands of peo-
ple died.”

“Jt was a sad day for a lot
of families.”

“That day changed mil-
lions of lives.”

“Lots of people risked
their lives to save people
from dying.”

"Nobody expected it to
come.” (Caleb Lee)

"It made me really sad,
but it made me feel really
proud to be an American and
have to go through that

because it made me really

believe in the U. S. that it is
the United States." (Travis
Rushton)

"] started to work a lot
harder and tell people to pay
attention during flag ceremo-

ny.”

"] think everyone gained
more respect for America.”

"It didn’t bring us down,
it helped us.”

"It’s amazing how some-
one could do that, over 3,000
people died.”

"You can’t comprehend
how much pain and suffering
there was.”

"The firefighters were so
brave, many of them died."
(Chris Anderson)

"It changed my life
because we will never see

s a¥ ¥a oV VIR
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— - — — The money is designed for

M esqu Ite FI r eflghters Recelve Gr ant planning, training, exercises

and equipment for the purpose

of enhancing the capability of
state and local agencies.

Clark County submitted a
request for 51 items totaling
$10.7 million.

The City of Mesquite’s
request had seven items for
$395,000.

Clark  County  was
approved for 37 items totaling
$7.7 million.

The City of Mesquite
finally received notification
from the state regarding their
request.

It has been approved and
Mesquite will receive funding
for the following items:

Hand-held radio — 20 at
$13,800
, Radio base stations — eight

at $4,672
Thermal-imaging cameras
at $11,250
Hand-held personal gas
meter at $2,949
' Mobile Incident Com-
mand Unit at $125,253

Desert Valley Times Domestic Preparedness allo- Responder Preparedness. other 80 percent, or $12 mil-
The Department of Home- cated $15.5 million to the Twenty percent is allocat- lion, going to local jurisdic-
land Security, Office of State of Nevada for First ed for state agencies with the tions.
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at $16,644

Mass Casualty Response
Unit at $42,649

Special thanks goes to
Heidi-Karin Albrecht who
wrote the grant and to Jason
Hanor, Rick Resnick and Jim
Kindel for their help and sug-
gestions for the equipment
grant request.
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Mesquite Fire —
Rescue Reaches Out

Desert Valley Times

The City of Mesquite
Fire-Rescue Department . is
reaching out to residents- this
fall with a Fire Prevention
Week campaign designed to
save lives and prevent injuries
by teaching important infor-
mation about having smoke
alarms and fire escape drills.

National Fire Prevention
Week takes place October 5-
11, and is the basis for public
fire safety awareness activi-
ties in fire departments and
elementary schools across
North America.

The 2003 Fire Prevention
Week theme, “When Fire
Strikes: Get Out! Stay Out!”
is a lifesaving reminder to
leave right away when the
smoke alarm goes off, and to
stay out until firefighters say
it is safe to go back inside.

“This Fire Prevention
Week we are concentrating
our efforts on making sure
Mesquite residents understand
that they need working smoke
alarms on every level of their
home, and they should plan
ahead of time how they would
get out if fire strikes, and
practice that plan regularly,”
said Derek Hughes, Mesquite
Fire Chief.

"Having early warning of
a fire, and following a well-

practiced escape plan to get
out quickly — and stay out —
can make the difference
between surviving a fire and
dying in one,” Hughes added.

According to the National
Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), half of all fatal home
fires occur in homes that have
no smoke alarms.

A fire can become deadly
in only moments, making
every second count.

The Fire Prevention Week
2003 advice is simple:

1) Install working smoke
alarms on each level of the
home, and test them monthly
to ensure they are working;
replace batteries at least annu-
ally.

2) Develop a thorough fire
escape plan and practice it by
holding fire drills twice a
year; make sure you know
two ways out of every room.

3) Teach everyone in your
household that once they are
out, they must stay out until
firefighters say it is safe to go
back inside; get out first, then
call the fire department.

For more information
about Fire Prevention Week,
log on to the official Web site:
www.firepreventionweek.org.

To contact Derek Hughes
or the Mesquite Fire-Rescue
Department call 346-2690.
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Mesquite Fire-Rescue Looks Back Over Year Of Success

By Derek Hughes,
Fire Chief

The second year for the
City of Mesquite Fire-Rescue
Department has ended since
the start of providing 24 hours
a day, year-round advanced
life support and fire suppres-
sion crews. The department
maintains four
firefighter/paramedics  and
five firefighter/EMT-ones,
along with trained part-time
and reserve personnel to meet
our staffing needs.

The reserve staff consists
of 16 individuals, five of those
being EMS only, certified nine
trained as firefighters/EMT’s
and two trained
firefighter/paramedics.

The department also has
six cadets in training.

On the education front,

two firefighters graduated
paramedic school, six graduat-
ed certified firefighters, and
six certified as EMT’s.

The department also re-
certified all current EMT’s
and paramedics with the Clark
County Heath District.

In 2002 the fire-rescue
department ran 1,244 emer-
gency medical responses and
155 fire responses, for an
average of about four calls a
day.

That is approximately a 10
percent increase from calls in
2001.

In 2003 we can expect to
increase in both medical
responses and fire responses
because of population growth

and the department has
improved record keeping
methods.

This year saw a new res-
cue ambulance was put into
service.

The new red ambulance is
identical to the one purchased
in the 2001 budget year.

As you might expect, the
city ambulances get a lot of
use.

The first out rescue ambu-
lance logs over 35,000 miles a
year.

The City of Mesquite Fire-
Rescue Department is once
again offering the city ambu-
lance insurance plan.

The plan is strongly rec-
ommend for those who are on
limited fixed income as it is a
way to protect yourself from
costly ambulance bills.

The plan is $125 per
household and supplements
your primary insurance

1

including Medicare.

Please call the department
for details at 346-2690 during
business hours Monday-Fri-
day.

In 2002 the department
became more involved with
the Clark County Juvenile
Firesetters program.

The program has had
tremendous success across the
country in decreasing youth
firesetting and youth arson.

The main goal of the pro-
gram is to save lives and prop-
erty damage through youth
education and counseling.

The program has been in

Mesquite for two years and

has seen successful results.
The department has two
trained youth firesetter inter-
vention specialists.
Additionally, last year, the
department started a car seat
assistance program.

great success in installing,
checking car seats, and pro-
viding car seats for those who
need assistance.

The department is able to
do this through the efforts of
Juan Belalcazar who obtained
a federal grant and organized
the program.

Last, the Mesquite Fire-
Rescue Department wishes to
express its thanks to Jim
Brown.

Jim retired from the emer-
gency management technician
position in 2002.

Jim devoted hard work
and dedication to the depart-
ment over the past few years.

Should you ever have
questions regarding the activi-
ties and services of the fire-
rescue department, please
contact Derek Hughes at 346-
2690 or email dhughes@ci.-
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New Firefighter Web Site
Offers Public Access

WORLD WIDE WEB -
American Firefighter Today is
an online news and information
publication developed fof fire-
fighters and rescue personnel.

It is also becoming an
addictive site for Internet users
to keep abreast of emergency
news and weather reports at
home and globally.

An excellent real-world
resource for educators, stu-
dents and researchers, the site
is packed with useful, interest-
ing features.

Breaking stories and news
updates are reported 24/7 with
continuously updated coverage
of major crisis events from
tsunamis to train wrecks to ter-
rorist activities.

Additional news categories
include business, sports,
health, science, weather, tech-
nology and entertainment.

Articles posted during the
preceding two weeks can be
accessed from American Fire-
fighter Today archives.

Political columnists, edito-
rial cartoonists and correspon-
dents add lively social com-
mentary. g

Other features include
classic strips in full color,
crossword puzzles, a stock
market ticker, and dynamic live
action images captured by
fire/rescue photographers.

There’s an amazing collec-
tion of direct links to homeland
defense and emergency-related
organizations and agencies sel-
dom encountered by the gener-

al public.
Visitors to www.american-
firefightertoday.com may

explore the site for one month
free.

Only ten cents per day, an
American Firefighter Today
subscription is a bargain well
within most budgets.

For more information, con-
tact Joseph Cowles, associate
publisher at P.O. Box 2006,
Palm Springs, CA 92263 or
call 760-329-3950.



New Parami Firefighter

Brian Carlson (left) receives his appointment as Parademic Firefighter

from Fire Chief Eric Hughes.

New Firefighter/Paramedic
Joins Mesquite Fire-Rescue

Desert Valley Times / -2 ~07

Brian Carlson was hired in
November by the City of
Mesquite as a
Firefighter/Paramedic. = He
replaces Chris Racine who
accepted a position with the
Las- Vegas - Eire :Rescue
Department earlier in the sum-
mer.

Carlson previously served
as a reserve member of the
department for the past year
and was also employed as a
paramedic in Las Vegas for
American Medical Response
and Southwest Ambulance the
last five years.

He came to southern
Nevada from Minnesota
where he first became an
EMT.

Carlson completed his
paramedic training in Bismar-
ck, North Dakota.

Carlson is an avid reader,
basketball player, and a com-
puter junkie.

"He is very polite, friend-
ly, very easy to talk with and
professional in his work and
attitude," said fire chief Derek
Hughes.

"He is an excellent addi-
tion to our department staff."

|
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Mesquite Flre-Rescue COnducts Testing

By Rick Resnick
FF/Paramedlc
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conducted a testing to estab-
lish a list of eligible candi-
dates for hire.

The testing was conducted
on April 11 and 12.

The first day of testing
included a comprehensive
written exam consisting of
over 100 fire and emergency
medical questions.

Candidate’s that passed
the written test were able to
progress to the next phase of
testing that consisted of a
physical agility exam.

The physical agility exam
measures  strength  and
endurance as it relates to fire
fighting and rescue duties.

Some of the physical tasks
consisted of climbing the aeri-
al ladder 75 feet and identify-
ing an object on the ground, a
200 foot hose drag, and a
Kieser sled, in which you have
to move a 165 pound block of
steel five (5) feet with a eight
(8) pound rubber mallet.

If the candidate success-
fully passed the physical agili-
ty exam, they were invited
back to the second day of test-
ing.

The second day of testing
included a medical scenario

Trainees
Mesquite Fire Rescue tests applicants to determine who is eligible as a
candidate for hire on april 11. Candidates that passed the written test
were then given a physical agility exam.

exam and interviews.

Mesquite Fire Rescue
Firefighter/EMT-Intermedi-
ates and Firefighter/Para-
medics conducted the scenar-
108.

Again, the candidate had
to pass the scenarios to
advance to the oral board
(interview) exam.

The interview panel con-
sisted of Mesquite Fire Rescue
personnel, St. George Fire
Department Fire Chief Robert
Stoker, and Boulder City Fire
Department Firefighter-Para-
medic Brett Nash.

Over one hundred (100)
applicants applied to test.
Only nineteen (19) applicants
passed all of the required test-
ing and were put on the list of
eligible for hire.

If a position becomes open

Photo Submitted

during the next year, the top
five candidates on the test list
are eligible to be hired to fill
the vacancy.

It pays to
advertise in
the
Desert
Valley

Times

Call Edward
at 346-7495
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Mesquite Celebrates Fire Prevention Week, Oct. 5-11

Desert Valley Times

The City of Mesquite
Fire—Rescue Department is
reaching out to residents this
fall with a Fire Prevention
Week campaign designed to
save lives and prevent
injuries by teaching important
information about having
smoke alarms and fire escane

drills.

National Fire Prevention
Week takes place October
5-11, and is the basis for pub-
lic fire safety awareness
activities in fire departments
and elementary schools
across North America.

The 2003 Fire Prevention
Week theme. "When Fire

Strikes: Get Out! Stay Out!"
is a lifesaving reminder to
leave right away when the
smoke alarm goes off, and to
stay out until firefighters say
it is safe to go back inside.
"This Fire Prevention
Week we are concentrating
our efforts on making sure

Mesquite residents under-
)

V& n make the
between surviving a fire and

2003 advice is simple: -

stand that they need working
smoke alarms on every level
of their home, and they
should plan ahead of time
how they would get out if fire
strikes, and practice that plan
regularly," said Derek Hugh-
es, Mesquite Fire Chief.
"Having early warning of
a fire, and following a well-
practmed escape pian to get
out qmckly — and stay out —
difference

dying in one," Hughes added.

According to the National
Fire Protection Association
(NFPA), half of all fatal home
fires occur in homes that have
no smoke alarms.

A fire can become deadly
in only moments, making
every second count.

~ The Fire Prevention Week

1) Install working smoke
alarms on each level of the
home, and test them monthly
to ensure they are working;
replace batteries at least
annually.

2) Develop a thorough
fire escape plan and practice
it by holding fire drills twice
a year; make sure you know
two ways out of every room.

3) Teach everyone in your
household that once they are
out, they must stay out until
firefighters say it is safe to go
back inside; get out first, then
call the fire department.

For more information
about Fire Prevention Week,
log on to the official Web site:
http://www. ﬂreprevention-

week.org.

To contact Derek Hughes

_or the Mesquite Fire-Rescue
. Department, call 346-2690.
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Mesquite Fire Rescue Acquires
Valuable New Equipment

Desert Valley Times

The City of Mesquite Fire
Rescue Department has begun
receiving life saving equip-
ment from several grant
sources that were awarded
earlier this year.

Rick Resnick, Mesquite
Fire-Rescue Captain, said the
new equipment includes a
Carnis Viper thermal imaging
camera, handheld mobile
radios, AirLine life safety
breathing apparatus, and haz-
ardous materials scene man-
agement equipment.

Resnick went on to say,
“The equipment will assist
firefighters in saving lives
and decrease property loss,
along with protecting our own
safety in a various hazardous
environments.”

Thermal imaging technol-
ogy has been around since the
early 1960s; however, the
applications for fire service
and its availability didn’t
appear until the early 1990%.

Initially the prices on ther-
mal imagining cameras were
around the $30,000, but slow-
ly over the years the prices
have dropped, and cameras
can now be purchased for
about $15,000.

Thermal image cameras
see heat and heat signatures
that form as real-time moving
pictures on a multi-colored
screen that is easily viewed by
firefighters.

In a fire with a zero visi-
bility environment, which is

often the case, a firefighter
can view a room and has the
ability to locate the “seat of
the fire” and any victim in a
matter of seconds as opposed
to many minutes.

The technology is saving
hundreds of lives and hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars
in property loss.

Firefighters can also
instantly know the direct tem-
perature of that room, Resnick
explained.

He noted, “This can save
the lives of firefighters
because now they’ll know if
the room is too hot for safe
entry”

In addition to property
loss and life saving applica-
tions, thermal-imaging cam-
eras can also be used to find
hot spots and bad wiring
before a fire breaks out.

Resnick added, “These
high tech cameras can also be
used for nighttime search and
rescue operations. Again, a
victim may be found in a mat-
ter of minutes versus hours
and days.”

Resnick said the Carnis
Viper thermal imaging cam-
era the department received
features all the latest innova-
tions in thermal imagining
technology and is one of the
most rugged cameras on the
market. :

The new communication
mobile radios will update
some of the older radios in
use. Resnick commented,

“For emergency personnel.
clear, loud and precise com-
munication is essential to
public safety.”

The new AirLine breath-
ing system will be used for
confined space rescue and
trench rescue operations.

The system allows fire-
fighters to enter into confined
space where using full sized
self-contained breathing
apparatus units would prohib-
it such entries.

The new units will also
allow emergency personnel to
“be on air” longer than a sin-
gle unit/bottle application.

Hazardous materials
intervention and mitigation
requires specialized training
and equipment.

The department has begun
to receive some of the haz-
ardous materials equipment
and have also been sending
selected personnel to training
to receive Hazardous Materi-
als Technician certification.

Derek Hughes, fire and
rescue chief, said he was
excited to get the equipment
because it can help the depart-
ment provide more effective
services.

Hughes noted, “Our goal
is to continually progress and
expand our capabilities and
the level of quality service we
provide.”

For more information
about the new equipment or
for general fire-rescue ques-
tions, call 346-2690.
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Celebrating the arrival of Mesquite’s new
E;pulanoe are Mesquite Fire Rescue Chief
Derek Hughes, left, CasaBlanca general man-
ager George Rapson, Oasis general manager
Tony George, ambulance donor Loretta Keith
Long, Eureka general manager Joe Rammos
and Virgin River general manager Lex Hall.

It's Here

Photo by Bill McClure

Long donated $100,000 in memory of her son,
Dennis E. Keith and grandson, Timothy Keith.
The Mesquite Resort Association donated
more than $50,000 to outfit and stock the
ambulance. Once stocked, the ambulance will
be inspected by state officials before being
put into service.




Desert Valley Times

Mesquite Fire and Rescue Department Chief
Derek Hughes, center, receives a donation on
behalf of the New York Firefighters Burns Foun-
dation. Mesquite artist Dawn Cosmos, left, was
traveling cross-country on 9/11 and listening to
the horrendous news of that day. Late in the
afternoon, she turned a corner in Moab, Utah
and saw the placid scene depicted in the paint-

Donation

" Photo by Bill McClure

ing which gave her a sense of serenity. The paint-
ing won the People’s Choice award at the Great
Mesquite Chili and Arts Festival. Cosmos offered
the painting at silent auction for the benefit of
firefighters who gave their lives on 9/11. Faye
Burris Seaman, right, Mesquite, represents Bur-
ris and Sons Vending, a California company that
made the winning bid in the silent auction.

R S




endent INewspaper

WWW.avinv.com

L

1IUTSUAY, AT 47, ZUU4

the roof and second floor had collapsed into the
main structure at 751 West Mesquite Boulevard. The exercises over the last three weeks.

could be felt on the other side of
he five-lane boulevard.

Firefighters soaked the open
field across the boulevard to keep
ashes and embers from igniting

he dry grass.

Members of the MFD also
kept their hoses trained on the

arge trees located on each side of
the building, as well as the power
lines in front of the house.

The techniques worked, as
the trees sustained only light
scorching in the upper branches,
in spite of the fact that the tree on

the west side of the house was
‘.7-».- than five feet from the build- - |

. The roof and second floor col- |
lapsed at 8 p.m., leaving only the |

; dobe-brick gables on each end of |

‘the house.

The frame addition on the
front of the house finally caved in
at 8:30, leaving only the plaster
and brick walls and a few
remaining burning timbers to
mark where a house once stood.

pp————
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Fully Involved

. Within 45 minutes of the first appearance of flames, Mesquite Fire Department destroyed the house in a

- e e e ey

a civilian, the idea of
burning down a house for train-
ing purposes sounds like a pretty
simple endeavor.

But according to Fire Chief
Derek Hughes, it involves a lot
more than just a can of gas, a box
of matches, and a fire truck.

“Before we could do any-
thing, the owners had to get an
asbestos survey. Then they had
to have a professional outfit come
and remove the asbestos that
was found, then the place had to
be re-surveyed.”

Once they received the okay
from the surveyor, MFD had to

prepare a burn plan that would
adhere to the National Fire
Protection Association standards
for practice burns.

Among other things, the
NFPA standards require two
water sources, as well as the posi-
tioning of Rapid Intervention
Teams (RIT) around the building
that are ready to move within
seconds.

Photo by Morris Workman

controlled burn after using the building for training

= Then, according to Division
ChlefPeterson’ the actual prepa-
ration and placement of the fuel
ignition package is like a science
unto itself.

“We can't really talk about
how and where we place the
package, but it has to be posi-
tioned so that the roof and walls
collapse inward instead of
spilling outward.”

. Firefighters weren't the only
city employees involved in the
training.

City councilman Marcol!
Ruelas went through a smoke
drill and a search and rescue

" practice, which included the
infrared equipment that MSD
uses to locate victims and identify
hot spots.

“It was an incredible experi-
ence to be with these guys. It's
pretty intense training,” said

e ——

Controlled Burn Razes B.uilding

By Morris Workman
Staff Writer

The Mesquite Fire Depart-
ment conducted a controlled burn
exercise last Friday evening at
751 West Mesquite Boulevard,
providing an unofficial fireworks
display that slowed traffic and
awed spectators who gathered to
watch.

The MFD had been using the
98-year-old building for training
exercises over the last three
weeks, including smoke drills,
controlled room burns, search
and rescue practices, and various
fire suppression techniques.

On Friday evening, after a
final day of drills and prepara-
tion, Division Chief Dave
Peterson ignited a fuel package
in the rear upstairs bedroom at

- 7:30 pm.

By 7:35 pm., the fire had
broken through the roof.

The house was fully involved
by 7:45, showing how quickly a
fire can consume even a predom-
inantly brick building.

Flames reached 30 feet into
the air, with heat so intense tha;J/

» see FIRE page

Byrns Group Partnership,
with property manager
Bowler of Century 21 Bowler
Realty, authorized MFD to use

thebl]ﬂdjngfor ini
ﬁnalﬁlll tﬁ"-mnganda

councilman Ruelas, before riding
out on the Mesquite Rescue truck
to answer a call with the MSD
paramedics.

City councilman Scott Fisher
was also on hand, donning
turnout gear and manning one of
the hoses for a part of the con-
trolled burn.

“It gives a different perspec-
tive of what these guys go

tl?mugh,” Fisher oﬂ'eped, Wﬂl’king
his way out of the
bunker pants,

hot and dirty

The owner of the building,

along
Joe

-burn in preparation for

new construction on the lot,

—



New Fire Safety Code Provides Less Protection

By Jerry R. Harke
For News USA

(NUE) — Families and
businesses across the nation
may find they have less pro-
tection from fires as a result
of ongoing building code
revisions. Here’s why:

Until 2000, the Southeast,
Northeast and West had sepa-
rate organizations that creat-
ed building codes for those
regions.

Recently, - the three
regions combined in order to
create one building code for
the entire country.

This has resulted in less
protection from fire in some
cities and states where the old
codes provided more protec-
tion.

The problem with the
new code involves fire walls.

Traditionally, fire walls
have been rated in terms of
“hours,” which means that
the product has passed a test

called a one-hour, two-hour,
three-hour or four-hour test.

Some materials, like con-
crete masonry, endure the
entire test with no failure
using only one wall panel.

Other materials get by
with the same rating by pass-
ing the test using two wall
panels for different parts of
the standardized test.

This means that these
products are allowed to have
a fire rating without showing
the same protection as con-
crete masonry fire walls.

Whether a product passes
the test with one wall or gets
a rating with less rigorous
testing involving two walls is
not general public knowl-
edge.

In the Southeast, the old
codes required all fire walls
to have a four-hour rating.

But the newer standard
requires a four-hour rating
only for buildings considered

to be “high hazards.”

Fire walls for buildings
where large groups of people
gather or where businesses,
schools or day-care facilities
are located now require only
a three-hour rating when con-
structed of noncombustible
materials or large wooden
timbers.

Additionally, the new
code requires only a two-hour
fire wall for these facilities
when wood studs are used.

In the Northeast, the old
codes required all fire walls
to be constructed of noncom-
bustible materials.

Yet the new standard
allows fire walls to be built of
combustible materials for
buildings using wood studs.

It is even more critical
that these walls stop the
spread of fire since wood
studs are combustible. :

Yet the new codes allow
these walls to be built of

: combustible materials.

Since some requirements
in the old codes are more
stringent than in the new
standard, this means the prob-
lem is now left up to state
authorities to improve fire
walls.

Some, like North Caroli-
na, already have required all
fire walls be constructed of
masonry, concrete, or any
approved noncombustible
material.

Further, they have man-
dated that all fire walls must
pass the entire standardized
fire-resistance test by using
only one wall panel instead ol
allowing two.

Concerned citizens can
contact their elected repre-
sentatives about this al
www.ncma.org/fire.

Jerry R. Harke is ¢
spokesman for the Nationa
Concrete Masonry Associa-
tion.



| X w5 s

g

B
ﬁk L

The City of Mesquite Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment conducted fire safety assemblies at Virgin
Valley Elementary school on Monday to partici-
pate in National Fire Prevention Week. Safety
topics covered were 1.Know two ways out of
every room; 2. Crawl low in smoke; 3. Have a
family meeting place; 4. When clothes are on
fire Stop, Drop, and Roll, and 5. Get out and Stay

Fire Preent eek

Photo submitted

out. Students were urged to get parents to help
draw an escape plan and conduct fire drills in
the home and test smoke detectors. Chief Derek
Hughes is challenging parents to talk with chil-
dren — even the older ones — about fire safety
and conduct a fire drill in your home. That will
make families better prepared if fire strikes, he
said.

TR TR ————
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Paramedic’Coure Now Available

By Bill McClure
Editor

The Mesquite Fire &
Rescue Department in coop-
eration with Mesa View
Regional Hospital has been
granted authorization to con-
duct a Paramedic Training
Program. :

“This is the first hospital-
fire department partnership
irr the state that I know of,”
said program coordinator
Capt. John Higley.

The first class starts
Aug. 1 and will conclude on
July 31, 2006.

Applications for the pro--

gram will -be accepted
through June 3 and appli-
cants then will go through an
1ntemeW process,

The annual class will be
limited to 20 students. -

“Classes are on Monday
and Wednesday evenings and
Saturday mornings,” Higley
said.

of more than 1,275 hours of
.classroom, lab and clinical
training rotations.

e see PARAMEDIC page 3

The program will consist

Gearing Up . Photo by Bill McClure

Mesquite Fire Rescue Emergency Med_ical Service RN and Mesa View Emérgency Room Supervisor
Coordinator John Higley, left, Mesa View Regional Rod Wayne discuss the curriculum for the new
Hospital Critical Care-Risk Director Vickie Lewis paramedic course to be offered in Mesquite.
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PARAMEDIC

From page 1

When the classroom por-
tion of the training is com-
plete, students will be
required to take the Clark
County Protocol Test and the
Nevada State Paramedlc
Examination.

Upon 'successful comple-
tion of those tests, students
will serve a 360-hour on-the-
Jjob internship.

“Our goal is not just to
produce paramedics; it is to
produce excellent para-
medics,” Higley said.

And the program is a
good deal for students.

“The program will cost
$4,500 — that’s about a third
of what other programs cost,”
he said.

“But it’s still a big com-
mitment for all concerned —
the city, the hospital and the
students,” Higley said.

The program didn’t just
happen overnight. :

The program was the
orainchild of deputy fire
thief Dave Peterson.

Higley was hired Feb. 1
0 put the final touches on
‘he program, coming from a
‘Wo-year  stint as the
Paramedic Program Coor-
linator at Dixie State
Jollege in St. George.

Prior to that, he served
n the Provo police depart-
nent for five years and then

'2 years in that city’s fire
lepartment where he was

involved in public education,
training and safety.

“My first assignment
here was to get the curricu-
lum put together and
approved by the Clark
County Health District.”

After almost a year of
planning and preparation by
the fire department and the
hospital, the Clark County
Health District has given its
approval for the program.

Applicants for the pro-
gram must meet all of the
US. Department of Trans-
portation and Clark County

Health District require-
ments.
Program  information :

and application materials
may be downloaded from the
city’s website or the Mesa
View Regional Hospital web-
site.

Application may also be
picked -up at the City .of
Mesquite Fire ‘& Rescue
Department.

Questions about the pro-
gram can be directed to
Higley, the Paramedic
Coordinator at Mesquite Fire
& Rescue (702) 346-2690 or
at jhigley@ci.mesquite.nv.us.

News Tip?
Call 346-7495
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Mesquite Police Department Deputy Chief Joe
Szalay, left, is joined by Emergency Dispatch
supervisor Beth Caplinger as e i

patcher Sandra Cloes

By Morris Workman
Staff Writer

When a call comes in to
Mesquite’s emergency dis-

mergency
is presented with the
city’s Employee Award of Excelience by Mayor

Dispatcher Recognized For

Good Call

patcher, supervisors often
refer to handling the call “by
the book.”

A call taken by dispatch-
er Sandra Cloes has now
become a part of the book.

On Tuesday, the
Mesquite city council pre-
sented an Employee Award
of Excellence to Cloes in
recognition of the exemplary

‘Bill Nicholes during
meeting. Also pictured next to the mayor is
dis- MPD chief Doug Law. Cloes received the
award for her stellar handling of an emergency
burglary call back in October.

Award Winning Call

Photo by M. Workman

Tuesday’s city council

way she handled an incom-
ing call about a burglary
back in October.

Since then, the recorded
call has been reviewed by a
911 training center, and has
been incorporated into their
training program as an
example of the correct way to
handle a difficult call.
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New Fire Code Adopted

Desert Valley Times

The Mesquite City Coun-
cil Tuesday adopted the 2003
International Fire Code (IFC)
with several amendments,
making the 2003 IFC
Mesquite’s new code,

“The change from the
Uniform Fire Code (UFC) to
the International Fire Code
will make it easier for con-
tractors to do business in
Mesquite,”  said Derek
Hughes, Mesquite Fire Chief :

“We think this is the best
available code.

“Several other Jjurisdic-
tions in southern Nevada
have chosen to adopt the
National Fire Protection
Association (NFPA)1 UFC
with amendments, that is
similar; however, it is better
for Mesquite to adopt the
2003 International Filrfe Code
just as the State of Nevada
has done.

“It will also make for less

f

contradiction between our two
agencies when we work
together in occupancies such
as the Mesa View Regional
Hospital, and daycare facili-
ties, just to name a few”

Codes are generally
updated every three Years due
to new research, new technol-
0gy new building materials
and new standards,

“A big influence on fire
code changes is actual occur-
rences like the fire in the
Rhode Island night club that
killed several people two
years ago, and specifically in
Nevada, many of us still
remember the MGM and
Hilton fires in the 1980s,”
Hughes said

“This action shows our
city leaders are continually
working to advance safety
and ensure that residents and
visitors are given the highest
degree of protection from hagz-
ards caused by fire.”

The Mesquite City
Council had previously adopt-
ed the 2003 International
Building Code.

[ ==
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Safy Van Visits Mesquie

Juaniki Marquez, left Marisela Cuellar, Penny Edwards, Maria Andrade
and Heidi Albrecht are in front of the Safe Kids Car Seat Checkup Van.

Safety Seat Check
Up A Success

Desert Vailey Times

Twenty-six children are rid-
ing safer in their car seats after
the Child Safety Seat Check-up
event conducted by University of
Nevada Cooperative Extension &
Mesquite Fire & Rescue on April
17, in conjunction with the Spring
Health and Wellness Conference
& Fair 2004.

Seats were checked for date
of manufacture, condition and
recall status.

If seats did not meet federal
safety standards, they were
replaced with a new seat.

Seventeen new seats were
installed and all parents were
trained on proper placement and
installation.

Penny Edwards, Vocational
Education Instructor, Certified
Child Passenger Safety
Technician and Heidi Albrecht,
Certified Child Passenger Safety
Technician, Mesquite Fire &
Rescue coordinated the event.

Other  Certified Child
Passenger Safety Technicians
assisting with the check up
included: Marisela Cuellar,
Sunrise WIC; Juaniki Marquez,
Safe Kids Coalition; and Maria
Andrade, Mesquite Family
Resource Center.

If you missed the check-up
event, you can make an appoint-
ment with Penny Edwards at 346-
7215.

She will check your child seat
and show you how to make sure
your child’s seat is installed and
used properly.

Grant funds from the Nevada

~ v ~ o e ~ e kil 1

chase car seats and booster seats
for the program to give to those
who qualify.

If you would like to make a
donation to the program please
call the same number.

This is an important educa-
tional program for this communi-
ty because only 37 percent of
Nevadans buckled up their kids,
even though it is required by law
for age 6 and under in 2004.

What is worse is that parents
who are doing the right thing by
using a car seat probably do not
have it instailed properly.

The National Safe Kids
Campaign has determined that
four out of five car seats are used
incorrectly.

Misuse includes but is not
limited to: using an inappropriate
seat for the child’s age and size;
placing an infant under one year
or under 20 pounds forward-fac-
ing; not securing the seat tightly
in the vehicle, and not securing
the child correctly in the seat.

The University of Nevada
Cooperative Extension is an out-
reach arm of the University that
extends unbiased, research-based
knowledge from the University of
Nevada—and other land-grant
universities—to local communi-
ties.

Educational programs are
developed based on local needs,
often in partnership with other
agencies and volunteers.

For more information about
the University of Nevada
Cooperative Extension, please

visit the website at
sssnmn savnem adss  am anll SIS
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Desert Valley Times

Mesquite Fire and Rescue Department Chief
Derek Hughes, center, receives a donation on
behalf of the New York Firefighters Burns Foun-
dation. Mesquite artist Dawn Cosmos, left, was
traveling cross-country on 9/11 and listening to
the horrendous news of that day. Late in the
afternoon, she turned a corner in Moab, Utah
and saw the placid scene depicted in the paint-

'Doha”tron

Photo by Bill McClure

ing which gave her a sense of serenity. The paint-
ing won the People’s Choice award at the Great
Mesquite Chili and Arts Festival. Cosmos offered
the painting at silent auction for the benefit of
firefighters who gave their lives on 9/11. Faye
Burris Seaman, right, Mesquite, represents Bur-
ris and Sons Vending, a California company that
made the winning bid in the silent auction.
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WMD Trammg Comes To Mesquite

By Bill McClure
Editor

A team of instructors from
Texas A&M University was in
Mesquite last week to train 25
emergency response people,
including members of the
Mesquite Fire and Rescue
Department, on how to handle
emergencies involving wea-
pons of mass destruction.

The training was funded
by a grant from the federal
Office of Domestic Prepared-
ness.

- John Rinard, supervisor of
the WMD EMS team, said the
training included how to
respond emergencies involv-
ing biological, explosive,
incendiary and radiological

materials.

“We teach about 120 class-
es involving about 3,500 stu-
dents throughout the nation
each year,” he said.

“We have three teams out
each week.”

The training includes
both classroom and hands on
exercises.

The most fascinating part
of the training program was a
$175,000 manikin that can be
made to exhibit a variety of
health problems, such as a col-
lapsed lung, by a computer
program.

In one exercise, the
manikin was programmed to
be a 55-year-old truck driver
who had been exposed to bio-

logical agents.

Students had to identify
the agent, determine the
required protective gear and
then identify and treat the
driver’s injuries.

R —

WMD Training -

Some 25 emergency responders received weapons
of mass destruction training last week in Mesquite.

Preparedness.

Among the students were
members of the Mesquite Fire
and Rescue Department,
Clark County Fire Depart-

P—

Photo by Bill McClure

The training was funded by the Office of Domestic

ment, Clark County School
District, Salvation Army and
some members of the private
sector.




New Lieutenants

Bill McClure

The Mesquite Fire Rescue Department has three new lieu-
tenants including Jim Kindel, left, Rick Resnick and Paul White-
head. The trio earned the promotions through a competitive

examination. Congratulations!

DV . Tmec- = July 2Z2- 2600 Y
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Nickel Fire

A Sikorsky helicopter returns to dump water on Willows Golf Course. The fire had consumed neai

‘the Nickel fire 12 miles south of Mesquite Sunday Iy 10,000 acres by Tuesday when official

" after uploading water from a pond on the Coyote declared the blaze 90 percent conta_inod.-

Nickel Fire Scorches 10,000 Acres

By Lizz McDermaid growth of ‘native plants. : Crews who spent one hou
Staff Writer “It is simply propagated by enroute to the fire base an

The Nickel Fire 12 miler  fire” » see FIRE page

south of Mesquite is in the
Virgin Mountains has con

- sumed nearly 10,000 acres b}

Tuesday morning. i
The fire is 90 percent con
tained according to Dorothy
Harvey, an information office:
for. the Whalen’s Type L
Interagency Incident Team whe
assumed fire management
responsibilities on Monday.
~ “The habitats of endan-
gered desert tortoises, gila
monsters and condors are not
our only concern, the entire
native eco-system is destroyed
when fires are allowed to burn
themselves out,” said Mike
‘Whelan, Incident Commander
of Team Whelan. :
“The area becomes a mono-
culture with ‘cheat’ grass as the
main plant growth. . -~
“This grass does not pro-

" mote wildlife or allow for re-

i
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; Tamarlsk Fn'e Pro by Bil e =
Two iuvemles, setting off fireworks, are alleged to have start-
ed this fire Saturday evening between Mesqulte Boulevard and
‘the Virgin River which burned about four acres. Two months
ago, sparks from a chain saw used by crews hired by the

- Bureau of Land Management to clear Tamarisk from the Virgin

“ River bed lgmted a fire which burned 41 acres and threatened- ;
several homes on Old Mill Road. The BLM plans to resume
removal of Tamansk from the area in September. .
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Brush Fire  PhotobysBillMcClure

Southwest winds gusting to 27 miles-per-hour fanned this
fire which burned 41 acres in the Virgin River bed Wednes-
day, April 14. Mesquite firefighters were on the scene about
seven hours before the fire was contained. When the fire

_approached Old Mill Road, fire units sprayed homes with

water and created a water curtain to protect the homes
from the flames. Cause of the fire is still under investiga-
tion, but it is believed to have been started by sparks from
a chain saw. Assisting the Mesquite Fire Department were
units from the Bureau of Land Management, Forest Service,
Parks Service, Clark County Fire Department in Bunkerville
and the Beaver Dam-Littlefield Fire Department. The Oasis
Resort Casino provided sandwiches and water for firefight-
ers.

‘ ~D\(‘nme_g J:)Pr 25200 '7"
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Fire f)&iért:hent
Continues To Grow

T;mﬁ, > ﬂpr- 475 200.5/

By Derek Hughes
Fire Chief
The Fire Rescue

Department is experiencing
heavy growth as is the City of
Mesquite.

Our growth both as a city
and fire department must be
tracked and kept under con-
stant watch to ensure we can
meet the requests for emer-
gency services.

In the first quarter of 2003,
Mesquite Fire Rescue
answered 353 requests for
emergency medical services.

That number increased by
13 percent to 400 requests for
emergency medical services in
the first quarter of 2004.

In the month of February
of this year, the Fire Rescue
Department answered more
than 140 calls for service.

The month of March also
yielded a call volume of more
than 140 calls for emergency
medical services.

According to Jack Stout,
creator of modern System

.

Status Management (SSM), a
city experiencing a heavy
growth period should account
for a minimal 10 percent
increase in services and sup-
plies for emergency medical
services.

SSM is the basis for man-
agement of emergency services
in most major metropolitan
areas worldwide.

Also up in call volume, is
the request for fire suppression
services.

To date this year there has
been 70 requests for fire sup-
pression and related services.

» -

Fire Training
Scheduled

Desert Valley Times

The Mesquite Fire &
Rescue Department will be con-
ducting live burn training this
Friday, April 23, in the 700
block of West Mesquite Blvd.

The structure at that loca-
tion was donated for firefighter
training,

Firefighters will practice
search and rescue, ventilation
and fire suppression tech-
niques before burning the
building.

Traffic on Mesquite Blvd.
will be limited during the hours
of 4:30 and 10:30 p.m.

Please avoid this area if at
all possible.
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Fil;é-Rescue Personnel Receive

Specialized
Training

Mesquite Fire-Rescue
hosted over 50 fire personnel
from nine different agencies
in the region on February 21
and 22, 2004 for trench res-
cue and vehicle extrication
classes. :

Chief Derek Hughes
said, “As a Department we
are continually educating
ourselves with new tech-
niques and equipment that
will make our jobs easier,
faster, and safer.”

Chief Hughes added, “We
were very fortunate to have
training personnel from both
Diamondback fire and rescue
who sell the “Jaws of Life”

e o aB1 '!.. i

and offer training on vehicle
extrication equipment, and
Prospan trench rescue equip-
ment who specialize in
trench stabilization equip-
ment.”

Vehicle Extricatfon

The first day of training
was dedicated trench rescue.

Open trenches are often
found in or near construction
sites. Legacy Construction
and Development generosity
made it possible to spend the
afternoon in a trench deploy-
ing the safety equipment and
procedures.

The second day of train-
ing was devoted to vehicle
related rescue training,

including using the “Jaws of
Life” equipment.
With new advances in

* see TRAINING page 52

From page 48

the auto industry rescuers
must learn how air bags and
new metal alloys can affect
rescue personnel and the
patient in a rescue situation.

Harley’s Garage gener-
ously donated the cars that
were used for the training.
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Fourteen wildfires are burning in northeastern
Clark County, southern Lincoln County and
northwest Mohave County in the Arizona Strip.

Lightening-Caused
Wildfires Scorch
Surrounding Areas

By Bill McClure
Editor

Wildfires have scorched
more than 250,000 acres in
northeast Clark County and
southern Lincoln County
since thunderstorms rolled
through the ' area. last
Wednesday.

JL Bowler Elementary
School in Bunkerville is now
home for more than 850 fire-
fighters and support person-
nel.

Tom Suwyn’s Inter-
agency Incident Manage-

ment Type 2 Team took com-
mand of the firefighting
effort at 6 p.m. Thursday.

In addition, the Lime
Kiln fire east of Mesquite
has consumed 20,000 acres.

A Type 2 team was
scheduled to arrive at Virgin
Valley High School to battle
that blaze. :

Previously, firefighting
efforts were directed out of
St. George.

Suwyn’s team is looking
for support from the local

* see WILDFIRES page 3

Wildfires
This photo show a line of fire sweeping across

the desert in the Meadow Valley fire, the
largest in the area at more than 114,000 acres.

Photo by Dave Chevalier

More than 850 firefighters are in the area fight-
ing the fires. Two camps, one in Mesquite and
one in Bunkerville, have been set up.

Restin g Up Photo by Bill McClure
Firefighters have pitched tents at the JL Bowler Elementary School in
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From page 1
community.

The incident team needs
up to six drivers with half;

three-quarter or one-ton
four-wheel drive pickup
trucks.

Vehicles must been in
good working order and driv-
ers must have a good, clean
driving record and proof of
insurance. p i

Drivers will be - reim-
bursed for time and use of
their vehicles. :

The Mesquite and South
Desert Complex’s consists of
16 fires.

The fires are burning
annual grasses, -creosote
brush, Joshua trees, pinyon
pine and juniper.

Higher altitude fires are
also burning Ponderosa pine
and spruce.

- Resource concerns are
centered on Desert Tortoise
habitat.

There are potential
threats to power lines, rail-
road tracks and historical
sites.

Firefighters are from
Nevada, Wyoming, Idaho,
Montana, California and

- Utah.

Six fires are in Clark
County and the remainder
are in Lincoln County.

Currently there are six
aircraft and six helicopters
assigned to the firefighting
effort. Bres :

..%

- They are operating out of
the Mesquite Airport.

The main thrust Monday
was to prevent the Meadow
Valley and Duzak fires from
joining.

The Meadow Valley fire
is 12 miles south of Caliente
and threatening Caliente’s
watershed.

The Meadow Valley fire
is at 114,000 acres and the
Duzak is at about 40,000
acres.

The Tramp fire at 2,576
acres and the Bunkerville
fire at 5,330 acres are consid-
ered contained but are being
monitored for flare ups




D 702-345-3463.
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From page 1
tions will continue effective-
ly.

tion officer in Bunkerville,
said the fire areas aren’t like
a moonscape.

“The fire areas are a
mosaic.

“The fires run where the
dry stuff is,” he said.

The Incident Command
Post continues operations
out of JL Bowler Elementary
School in Bunkerville,

KEquipment assigned
the firefighting  effort
includes 34 fire engines,
eight water tenders and
three bulldozers

Aircraft assigned include
four light- helicopters, two
medium helicopters and one
heavy helicopte:
three single engine
air tankers: (SEAT! and

£180,

Dave Chevalier, inform.al--1

WILDFIRES

From page 1

The combined Mesquite
and South Desert Complexes
now consist of 10 fires, total-
ing approximately 500,000
acres. ;

The fires are burning
mosaic patterns through
varied desert flora, and at
higher elevations Pinyon,
Jun-iper, Ponderosa Pine
and Spruce trees are burn-
ing. ;
Conditions found ~at
higher altitude are greener,
wetter, and more conducive
to suppressing fires.

Weather conditions pre-
dicted for today and through
the remainder of the week
favor firefighting efforts
with little to no wind and
steady temperatures
through Sun-day.

Fire crews continue to
focus efforts on potential
threats to any residential
structures, power transmis-
sion towers, and railroad
lines within the boundaries
and near fire perimeters.

Three fires are in Clark
County with the other seven
burning in Lincoln County.

The Duzak fire has run
into Washington County in
southwestern Utah.

The Meadow Valley fire,
still 10 miles south of Cali-
ente, is being aggressively
confronted with large num-

&

bers of crews, engines, bull-
dozers and air attacks.

There is no threat to the
town of Caliente.

Crews have been
instructed to scout, con-
struct and hold lines, and
conduct burnouts, as well as
provide structure protection
on developments in Beaver
Dam Canyon. o

Monday lighting strikes
sparked at least seven new
fires — the Morman fire,
located near Morman Peak
and is burning in Big Horn
Sheep habitat; the Delamar
fire located 25 northwest of
Moapa; the Fork, Needle,
Summit, Point and Trailer
fires located just south of the
Tramp fire.

All five fires combined
with the Tramp yesterday
and are now referred to as
the Fork fire. ;

The Mt. Bangs fire in the
Virgin Mountains was 70
percent contained Wednes-

day, burning nearly 30,000 -

acres.
Tom Suwyn, Incident
Commander for the South-
ern Nevada Complex, com-
mented that with favorable
weather conditions offering
somewhat predictable fire
behavior and significant
resources on hand, opera-
* see WILDFIRES page 6
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Fires

| Calm

Down

By Bill McClure
Editor

.Although humidity re-
mained low, temperatures
and winds moderated Wed-
nesday, allowing firefighters
to gain ground in fighting
wildfires in the surrounding
areas. . -

Still, more than 500,000

. aure acres have been scorched by
the fires. :

Bill As of Thursday morning, :
;t_zhe fires were 51 percent
‘contained. :

i And, fighting the fires is

o -an expensive effort.

Lot So far the firefighting
S effort has cost more than
*d $4'3 million.

of More than 1,000 people

Y are assigned to the firefight-
€ Jno affort
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ICE

From page 1

to be called. Here’s an exam-
ple: Let’s suppose you have a
child not living with you by
the name of Matt. Follow the
directions for your cell phone
and add an entry for “ICE
Matt” or “ICE-Matt.” Enter
the phone number including
the area code for Matt and
save the number. Now, Matt
may not be home or available
when EMS personnel try
calling, so enter a second
number for another trusted
individual or family member
like your adult granddaugh-
ter, Savannah. You would
again follow the directions
for your cell phone and enter
the name “ICE Savannah” or
“ICE-Savannah.” Mesquite
Fire and Rescue recommends
you have three names listed
under ICE.

3. Next, let these indi-
viduals know that you've
ICEd their names in your
cell phone and explain to
them that they will be the
ones contacted by emergency

response personnel.

EMS personnel are
required to keep confidential
everything relating to your
illness or injury.

They can, however, give
out the location — such as a
hospital — that they are
transporting you to and the
estimated time of arrival.

They will tell those indi-
viduals that their number
was listed under ICE in your
cell phone and they are mak-
ing the call on your behalf.

When people on your
ICE list ask why you are
being transported, EMS per-
sonnel will say that informa-
tion is confidential and they
are responding to your ICE
request.

EMS personnel will use
your cell phone, calling the
first ICE number you have
listed, then others if neces-
sary to reach someone.

Your cell phone will be
used because the people on
your ICE list will probably
recognize your cell phone
numb Whlch helps authen-

cate _Eallfrom EMS per-
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call Mesquite Fire and
Rescue a§ﬂ02-336—2931.
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MFRD Joir S
ICE Prog

By Bill McClure
Editor

The Mesquite Fire and
Rescue Department has
joined an international push
to get cell phone users to put
emergency information on
their cell phones.

The movement began
after the terrorist bombings
of the London Underground
during which emergency
responders came upon Vic-
tims who had cell phones but
were incapacitated to the
point they could not provide
emergency contact informa-
tion.

- The riew program is
called ICE — In Case of
Emergency

ICE involves three steps
1. Establish a short list

" — maybe two or three — of

people that you would like
notified in the event of an
emergency when you cannot
notify them yourself: They
should probably be people
with whom you would not
normally travel.

2. With your cell phone,
make a new entry that
begins with ICE and then
the first name of the person

~ esee ICE page 6

4



“Fill The Boot’ Scheduled

By Eric Ruiz
Staff Writer

The Muscular
Dystrophy Association has
announced that the Fill The
Boot Program, sponsored by
the Mesquite Fire
Department, will take place
in Mesquite Aug. 27-28 and
Aug. 30.

This is the second year
that Mesquite will host the
event. i

In 2004, Mesquite
brought in almost $16,000
for the cause.

The drives will take
place at two separate loca-
tions — at the intersection

~ of Sandhill Boulevard and

"Hillside Drive and at the

intersection of Mesquite

Boulevard and Arrowhead
Drive from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.
each day.

Tyler Black will be the
Mesquite representative for
this year’s program.

“Last year we were
received amazing support
from Mesquite,” said Kelly
Clark, program coordinator.

Funds from the drive
will stay in Southern
Nevada, helping to fund
several programs including
free clinics, funding for
wheelchairs and funding
research.

Fill The Boot is a
nationwide program that
raised approximately $18
million last year, according
to Clark.
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ir Mesquite in grass,
yon and juniper and in
her elevations Ponderosa
=
Wilderness areas, power
2s, Caliente municipal
tershed and Desert
'toise habitat remain
eatened.
Structure protection for
~town of Motoqua
1ains in place with some
ial support missions
nched from the Motoqua
strip.
The Duzak Fire which
i burned approximately
1,638 acres is contained.
There is still active fire
some of the steep rocky
rain areas and fire
avior is predicted to be
lerate.
The eastside of the fire

near the community of
Motoqua has been secured.
Crews will continue to con-
struct and hold lines and
scout for hotspots.

Crews may perform
burn out operations if nec-
essary, while being support-
ed by aircraft being
launched from the Motoqua
airstrip and Mesquite air-
port.

The Meadow Valley Fire
was 100 percent contained
at 6 p.m. Sunday at 146,039
HEPeH. i i
With many of the fire-
fighters approaching their
two-week limit, most were
being sent home for a break
while others were reas-
signed where needed.

The Delamar Fire, burn-
ing approximately 153,295

acres was 40 percent con-
tained Thursday morning.

This fire has been most
active on the north-north-
east side due to 20 miles-
per-hour winds from the
south-southwest and higher
temperatures.

On Wednesday, the fire
made a run scorching an
additional 400 acres.

On Thursday, a night
shift was brought in to pro-
vide 24-hour firefighting
efforts.

Crews are hoping to
have the fire contained by
Saturday.

This fire was turned
over on July 3 to Whalen’s
Type II incident Manage-
ment Team.

The Incident Command
Post is at the Alamo High
School.

FREE

Take one
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Wildfires

By Bill McClure
Editor

Firefighters took advan-
tage of favorable weather
conditions over the Fourth
of July weekend and early
this week and got the upper
hand on wildfires that
scorched more than 1.1 mil-
lion acres in Southern
Nevada and the Arizona
Strip. :

Most of the fires were
started by lightning on June
20

Contained

The Southern Nevada
and Mesquite complex fire-
fighting effort topped out at
just over 1,000 personnel
but fell back to 525 on
Wednesday.

Cost of fighting those
fires was nearing $6 mil-
lion.

The South  Desert
Complex — which con-
sumed 590,440 acres — was
at 95 percent containment. -

Those fires were located
e see WILDFIRES page 3



‘Loaded Dice’ ‘

Photo by Eric Ruiz

An unidentified volunteer plays a victim in exercise "Loaded
Dice"which tested the ability of first responders to handle a terror-

ist incident in Mesquite.

Operation Loaded Dice |
Tests Local Authorities

By Eric Ruiz
Staff Writer

None of us like to think
about catastrophes.

In our own minds, not
many of us think that we are
prepared for the worst case
scenario.

However, if Mesquite
were suddenly facing a disas-
ter, it is important that our
authorities are able to han-
dle the situation.

Operation Loaded Dice is
an exercise preparing the
authorities of the Las Vegas
area for a terrorist attack
and was made possible by
funds from the U.S.
Department of Homeland
Security.

Participating in

the

Mesquite exercise were Mesa
View Regional Hospital,
Mesquite Police Department,
Mesquite Fire Department
and the St. George Bomb
Squad.

The exercise began at 10
p.m. Thursday and concluded
at about 4 a.m. Friday.

During the exercise, only
four classifications were
allowed on the scene.

Evaluators were repre-
sentatives from each organi-
zation who were not allowed
to interfere with the opera-
tion, but were taking notes
on the scene, both positive
and negative, about their
organizations and how the
situation was handled.

* see LOADED page 2
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Controllers = were not
allowed to interfere with the
operation, but were responsi-
ble for maintaining the
atmosphere of realism with-
out jeopardizing the safety of

any individuals involved.
Observers were not
allowed to participate in any
way, but were granted per-
mission to be present during
the exercise as long as they

did not interfere with the -

procedure. :

Players were the only
individuals allowed to partic-
ipate in the actual scenario
and they consisted of repre-
sentatives from each of the
participating organizations
as well as 12 citizens who
volunteered to play as either
victims or terrorists.

The goal of Operation
Loaded Dice is to prepare the
organizations for an actual
disaster and to take invento-
ry of their strengths and
weaknesses so they know
what to improve to be better
prepared. ‘

The event was originally
planned on Interstate 15, but
was moved to Falcon Ridge
Parkway for safety reasons,
according to Mesquite Fire
Chief Derek Hughes.

After the exercise, the
results from the evaluators
were collected and sent to
Las Vegas where they will be

Fire
‘attended

reviewed and returned to t
departments in about tr
weeks.

The exercise- was
staged 'situation in which
terrorist group was on
way to Las Vegas when
was involved in an accide
in Mesquite.

The three-car collisi
resulted in 12  injuri
including two deaths.

After transporting all
the injured individuals fr
the scene, the St. Geor
Bomb Squad used a remu
controlled robot to -disa
and safely discharge a bo1
in the terrorist’s vehicle.

This scenario test
Mesa View Regior
Hospital’s ability to hant
mass injuries.

The fledgling institute
required to run one comn
nity drill per year.

Sue Conley, CEO at Me
View Regional Hospital, a
Derek Hughes, Mesqu
Department Chi
workshops
Alabama to prepare them
the scenario.

Conley was especia
impressed with the f
department.

“I've worked with a lof
departments before,” Con
said, “and our’s is better p
pared than the other o
were.”

The operation, wh
took a year to plan, was a
coordinated with the I
Vegas Metropolitan Pol
Department.




Derek Hughes - Acting Fire Chief Update

For Desert Valley Times
g-3-2000

Change is the word at the
station these days. Operations
at the Fire and Rescue depart-
ment are going very well. We

Dick Coleman / Desert Valley Times

haven’t missed a beat, thanks to
the dedicated men and women
who volunteer their time to our
community. I would like to
thank them for their long hours,
lost sleep, patience, dedication,
professionalism, and time away
from their family and friends.
We have been fortunate to have
such good neighbors like
Station and Rescue 71 in
Bunkerville and the Clark
County Fire Department. Both
departments have been very
helpful with on-going training
while we were searching for a
Battalion Chief.

We are now in the process
of hiring three full time fire-

fighter/paramedic ~ positions.
With these new positions, we
will be working with the Clark
County Health District to
license some of our ambulances
as Advanced Life Support. This
will allow us to provide a
greater range of services to our
community. As soon as these
positions are filled, we will be
updating residents with more
information. In the meantime, if
you have any questions con-
cerning ambulance service or
medical training, please call
Battalion Chief Todd Jaynes at
346.2690.

We are excited to welcome
FLIGHT for LIFE to their new

home at Station #2. They will
staff a pilot, flight nurse, and a
paramedic 24 hours a day.
There will also be an opportuni-
ty for joint training with the
flight staff, since many of them
are instructors in various med-
ical fields.

With all the new construc-
tion, as well as existing busi-
ness, fire prevention inspections
are one of those duties that keep
the full time staff busy. It is
exciting to see all the new
growth happening in our com-
munity and to be a part of keep-
ing it safe. Speaking of new
construction, we should start
seeing the new Fire/Rescue
bays going up near the existing
Building Department. The new

structure will have four drive-
through bays and some storage
space for equipment,
Administrative offices will be
located where the Building and
Public Works offices are now.

We would like to invite
everyone, especially kids, to
stop in and visit the station.
Come on down and see what
we’re up to and take a tour of
the station. We know the kids
will love to see the fire engines
and ambulances. And, as a com-
munity service, we would be
happy to check your blood pres-
sure for free when staff is avail-
able. For more information,
please call 346-2690.



AL UL IUCTLILE WEe W
have a chance to meet our three
new State Board Members.
Surprisingly Jack Coons was
not reappointed. The new mem-
bers are Tommy Ford, John
Moran, and Dave McNinch,

I have known Tommy Ford
for some time and other than
Wildred Allen, I cannot think of
any better person to serve on
this board. I had breakfast, with
John Moran. This was our first’
meeting. It promises to be a
great relationship. I believe that
ﬂte sportsmen of Nevada now

3U's opening. The reason for
this is that these people have no
faith in the present NDOW
leadership to properly manage
this WMA. If you question their
reasoning just take a look at
Sunnyside and the Overton
WMA.

I have been asked to film
how great the 3C’s WMA looks
now and go back in five years
and have another look at this
area. They feel that this area

e et
* See OUTDOOR on Pg 15

Brush Fires hit Elbow Canyon

Dick Coleman - Staff Writer

Firefighters responded to a
brush fire in the mountains at
Elbow Canyon ten miles south-
east of Mesquite. The fire was

brush fires started around one in
the afternoon last Thursday,
July 20th. It didn’t take long to
go through a hundred acres in
the above one hundred degree
temperatures. The fire has con-
sumed over 1,000 acres, and is
now approaching an area where
range cattle, corrals and other
ranching structures are threat-
ened.

One firefighter was pulled

“exhaustion , the only injury as
of yesterday. ;

Four air tankers have
helped fight the fire along with

two choppers, two fire engines

,{/‘-e“. 2ind - A

on BLM land in the Arizona -
Strip. The first of this series of -

off the line suffering from heat

believed to have caused the ini-

77
Ll
7

Dick Coleman / Desert Valley Time

Choppers working out of Mesugite Airport transport 700 gallons of

retardant at a time. 1

and 170 firefighters using a tial fire - the storm that rollec

total of 225 personnel. through the area Sunday
Visitors to the area are

» See Fires on Pg 1
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Fire Fueled By Hot Dry Weather

By Miichele McClintock

The fire burning in the mountains was
reported about 1:00 on Thursday, July Photos Courtesy Of
20. The cause of the fire was due to camp- Bob Mills
ers in the area.

The Elbow fire has currently burned 113
acres in Elbow Canyon, located ten miles
southeast of Mesquite and twenty miles
southwest of St. George in the state of
Arizona. It is burning on Arizona strip
Bureau of Land Management land.
Firefighters are working the flanks of the
fire in hope of stopping it from cresting a
ridge where it could slop into the next
drainage and complicate the firefighting ol

Continued on page 12




Firefighters Get Intervention Training

By Bill McClure
Editor

About 100 firefighters
lose their lives each year in a
normal house fire and
Mesquite Fire Chief Derek
Hughes wants to make sure it
doesn't happen to one of his.

Nine of Mesquite's
instructor-certified firefighters
completed three days of Rapid
Intervention Training last
week.

The course was conducted
by Jay Acebo and Tony Pas-
torello, veteran firefighters
and instructors from the Las
Vegas Valley.

Acebo is a 15-year veteran
and Pastorello has 11 years of
experience.

The first day began with

some classroom training but
the course quickly evolved
into hands-on training and
technique exercises.

"I learned how to get
between two studs — that's a
14-inch opening — while
wearing all of my protective
gear and an air tank," Hughes
said.

"] didn't believe my big
body and all that equipment
would get through that small
of an opening but the tech-
niques they taught us allowed
me to do it."

Another part of the train-
ing was about how to help a
firefighter who goes down.

"It used to be that the pre-
ferred way to rescue a downed

« see TRAINING page 3

Fireﬁghters Train Photo by Bill McClur

Mesquite Fire Chief Derek Hughes, back to camera, prepares to pull
simulated downed firefighter to safety during a training exercise.

”/Mz/g/ /z&fy@u L Ll 2P 2002

TRAINING — ]

From page 1

firefighter was to carry him
out — the old fireman's carry,"
Acebo said.

"But that's a lot of dead
weight to carry and it's really
difficult for a small man
whose trying to carry a much

- larger man — especially with
all the equipment we wear."

Another exercise taught
the firefighters techniques on
how to free themselves if they
get caught in a web of wires
— a common problem in
house fires.

And, the firefighters were
taught how to get downed fire-
fighters out of a basement or
the second story of a building.

"We were all tired when it
was over, but we all walked

something," Hughes said.

Acebo and Pastorello left
copies of course materials and
briefings so the newly trained
Mesquite instructors can train
the rest of the department's
firefighters.




Continued from page 1
Fire

fort. Firefighting efforts are hampered by the lack of natural barriers to assist in containing the fire.
The fire continues to burn in thick brush, consisting mainly of oakbrush, chapparal,pinyon pine and
juniper. : '

The fire is burning in the Pauite Wilderness Area and big horn sheep habitat, however, no homes
are threatened by the fire. : :

Additional resources have been called in to fight the blaze . A heavy air tanker has joined the two
single engine air tankers in making fire retardant drops. Two hand crews, three engines and a heli-
copter with helitak crew are fighting the blaze. :

Fire officials are concerned for firefighter safety as temperatures in the 100’s and extremely low
humidity predicted posea threat of dehydration and exposure to the sun for firefighters.-

Officials state that the fire will be completely contained by Sunday.

Present re- ——
sources of the
local Color
Country South
Zone Dispatch
are supporting
fires throughout
the Great Basin.
The fire danger
continues to be
extreme with
high tempera-
tures and dry
vegetation
across Utah and
Arizona.
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Fire Dept. Update

Rick Resnick FF/Paramedic, PIO

On Friday night, the 9™ of
this month, vandals struck the
vehicles in the parking lots of
the Fire Department and City
Hall. There was quite a bit of
damage to some City of Mes-
quite and personal firefighter
vehicles. If you have any infor-
mation regarding this incident,
please contact the City of Mes-
quite Police Department and
help us maintain a safe and
quiet community for all.

The Fire Department cur-
rently has received around 130
calls for the year so far. The
majority being EMS related
emergencies. We would like to
request the following of you if
you should call for an ambu-
lance:

1)  Give the dispatcher as
much information about the
patients current problem and
past medical history as pos-
sible.

2)  Have the patient’s iden-
tification and insurance infor-
mation available for our crews.
Don’t rely on your memory for
the information because in an
emergency situation it’s difficult
to think clearly and stay fo-
cused

3) Haveacomplete list of
the medication the patient takes
and write it down on something

you can give to the fire crew.
A photocopy of a pre-written
list is an excellent idea.

4) Be available to the
crew to answer questions
about the patient but try to stay
physically out of the way of the
working crew. Some of the
equipment can be dangerous
and requires quite a bit of
space to operate efficiently.

5)  Don’tsmoke while the
crew is working on the patient.
We carry oxygen and other
potentially dangerous material
that can be hazardous with
smoking materials.

We have completed our
move into the new firehouse.
There is still some modification
work going on, but we would
not mind a bit if you came by
to say hello and check out our
new station set up. We are still
looking for volunteers to help
out around the station with
mostly clerical work. If you are
interested in donating some of
your valuable time, contact
Chief Derek Hughes at 364-
2690.

Winter is almost over but
please try to keep those space
heaters safe and away from
combustible materials and al-
ways follow the manufacturer’s
guide for use. A winter with-

out someone losing a home due
to fire is what we call in the fire
service “great!” We are on our
way to the completion of a
great winter so let’s keep up
the safety aspect.

The EMT class is almost
over. A few more tests and we
will have a bunch more EMT’s
in the community. Congratula-
tions to the men and women

who have studied hard and put
forth a good effort. The gradu-
ating class is complete on the
20™ of this month. Also, we
have assembled a team to par-
take and train in Technical Res-
cue. The Tech Rescue Team
will train in the areas of con-
fined space rescue, high angle
rescue, trench rescue and un-
derground rescue. They will

also have the equipment and
training for Hazardous Mate-
rials management. The team
was chosen from a stack of
applicants and will consist of
10 members of the fire depart-
ment. The decisions were
tough for final selection as al-
most everyone that applied had
excellent experience and skills.
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These restrictions apply
to all public and private
lands in Washington County
and the Arizona Strip and

will be in effect until further

notice.
The following acts are

prohibited on the above men-.

tioned lands until further
notice. _

1. Setting, building,
maintaining, attending, or

using open fire of any kind,
except campfires within

approved fire pits and -grills
provided for, in improved
tampgrounds, picnic areas,
and permanently improved
places of habitation, or
except as otherwise author-
ized. Devices fueled by
petroleum or LPG products
are allowed in all locations.
2. Smoking, except with-
in an enclosed vehicle, camp
trailer, or building, a devel-
oped recreation site, or while
stopped in an area at least
three feet in diameter that is

barren or cleared to mineral
soil. i o

3. Discharging, or using
any kind of fireworks, tracer
ammunition, or other incen-
diary devices in any location

“on f'ederal,-_statg, and unin-

corporated private lands. |
(Note that -these” acts are
always prohibited on Federal |
Lands) S

Exemptions:; -

® Persons conducting
activities in designated areas
where the activity is specifi-
cally authorized by written
notice. : |

® Any federal, ‘state, or
local officer or member of an
organized rescue or firefight-
ing force in the performance
of an official duty.

* Person with a written
permit that specifically
authorizes the otherwise pro-

~ hibited act.

For more information on
fire restrictions, call the Bur-
eau of Land Management at
(435) 586-2401.

Fire Res;gigtionS'
Implemented

Desert Valley Times

Due to the high fire dan-
ger in southwestern Utah
and northwest Arizona, Color
Country Interagency Fire
Management Officials imple- :
mented fire restrictions for
Washington County in Utah
and the Arizona Strip.

_ *see FIRE page 3



Eric Paul, MFD firefighter/paramedic, arranges equipment in a i_lew ;i
ambulance. MIKE DONAHUE / DESERT VALLEY TIMES ¢

New MFD ambulanés on the road

Mike Donahue
Desert Valley Times

Four new Mesquite Fire De-
partment (MFD) ambulances
were put into service this week
replacing four older vehicles
with more than 10 years working
history in the city.

Life Line Emergency Vehi-
cles out of Anaheim, Calif., built
the new “smaller, sleeker vehi-
cles” to exacting MFD specifica-
tions, said Deputy Chief Richard
Resnick. :

“We went to a new, lighter 450

Ford chassis that saved us some
$25,000 and change for each
unit,” Resnick said. “They not
only provide a smoother ride,
they’re about two feet longer
and we can get them serviced

right here at Mesquite Ford in-

stead of having to take them into
Las Vegas every 3,000 miles.”

Each new ambulance cost
Mesquite approximately
$190,000 once all MFD require-
ments were met, a considerable
savings over what normally is
asked for the vehicles.

“The price is really good for a

quality, custom-built ambu-
lance,” Resnick said. “To pur-
chase a typical ambulance on a
medium-duty truck chassis
comes with a price tag 0{
$225,000.” i
The deputy chief said
started discussions with city o
ficials about replacing vehicles
in the department’s aging fleet
more than 18 months ago. The
request was approved in last
year’s budget cycle. :
Previously the six MFD am-

See AMBULANCES, Page A6
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review previously scheduled for
Jan. 8 to the Feb. 12 regular city
council meeting. Council mem-
ber Kraig Hafen, who disclosed
he has an ongoing agreement
with the parties involved, ab-
stained. Councilman George
Rapson voted against the motion
via teleconference.

Richard Secrist, city senior
planner, said commercial gener-
al PUD zoning is “a vehicle for
zoning flexibility” that helps in
developing difficult sites. How-
ever, former Mesquite mayor
Susan Holecheck said during
the public hearing that the zone
change would create “the ap-
pearance and perception of spot
zoning."”

“There could be big ramifica-
tions,” she said. “Cities create
master plans and an amendment
must be consistent with the mas-
ter plan. The project has the po-
tential for increased traffic,
noise and air pollution and im-
pacts a grandfathered sign ordi-
nance. This is better placed in
commercial zones, Please do not

ference.”

George Gault, chair of Mes-
quite Regional Business, said
his organization supported the
travel center concept and the
zone  change/master  plan
amendment.

“Thereare trafficissuestobe
resolved but they can be miti-
gated,” he said. “We’d offer our
services and support the suc-
cessful completion of the pro-
ject.”

Andre Carrier, Eureka gener-
al manager, conceded the issue
was “a tough one for (Eureka
owner) Greg (Lee), the (Lee)
family and I. We'd love to see
new jobs, a new business in Mes-
quite rather than an empty ho-
tel, and I'd like to see Mesquite
Gaming get a liquidity event.

“With all that said, we're
struggling with having another
truck stop that close to our door-
step while trying to maintain our
reputation as a resort destina-
tion. We invest a lot more than
one truck stop a year. We've
worked and spent diligently five
years to create an impression
with our resort destination.

“It gives us pause when we
consider the long-term vision
for ) B

ﬂjﬂ Pece_-r‘nbef 1%, 2012 @ A5

the businesses I want. When you
say no to a business at one point
is to say no to all businesses.
There will be jobs.

“You can’t have it both ways
to say we're for business and
then deny them.”

Council member Al Litman

said due diligence hadn’t been -

done on the project yet.

“In my opinion we’re jump-
ing the gun on this,” he said.

“We're committed to doing
this right,” Kaempfer said. “I've
spoken with the highest level of
management in Pilot. They've
looked at several sites in Mes-
quite and they didn’t work, ei-
ther because they weren't cost
effective or there was inade-
quate or non-existent infra-
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Higley
starts fire
chief job

By John Taylor
Mesquite Local News

Newly promoted Mesquite
Fire Chief John Higley was
quick to give credit to the men
and women of the Mesquite Fire
and Rescue Department and was
modest about his role as head of
the department.

“We have an absolutely great
team of firefighters here,” he
said.

Higley was promoted to chief
of the fire department after being
the acting fire chief since August
when Fire Chief Derek Hughes
resigned.

“The people that work for the
Mesquite Fire Department are
a very talented and dedicated
group of individuals that can
handle anything that is needed,”
Higley said. :

Higley has a great ‘deal of
experience and is retired from
the Provo Fire Department in
Utah after having achieved the
rank of battalion chief.

He will now take on the
administrative  challenges of
running a department in a down
economy.

“We will have to pursue grants
whenever possible and look at
all funding options available to
fire departments. One of our

S

PHOTO JOHN TAYLOR

Fire Chief John Higley takes command of the Mesquite Fire and Rescue Depariment affer his recent

promofion.

Safer grants runs out in 2012 and
we used that to hire some new
people, so we have to work hard
to make sure those positions are

funded,” he added. with his staff. From there it is

Higley said his day starts early  either meeting to meeting or call
so he can answer e-mails and tocall
telephone calls, then he meets See HELP 3-A



» HELP: Fire chief urges--‘ﬁésidents to check smoke alarms
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“You never know what the day will
bring,” he said. : :

Higley said most people don't know
that Mesquite has a mutual aid agreement
with surrounding agencies that reaches
from Cedar Pockets (Utah) to the north

and exit 110 on Interstate 15 on the south.

“It is a large area for emergency
response but we are in the business of
helping, and those agencies come and
help us if we need it,” he said. - e

Higley also said 85 percent of the
department’s calls are emergency medical
service related.

“With the average age of the population

of Mesquite, we get a lot of injury calls, but
we are very well trained to deal with that,”
Higley said. ety

Higley said he plans no sweeping
changes and has only praise for the quality
of the Mesquite department.

He said his predecessors gave a lot
of serious thought to equipment they .

purchased and the department has
excellent equipment.

“It is our job now to take very good
care of that equipment and to watch
every taxpayer dollar we get,” he said.

Higley said the best thing residents

" of Mesquite can do to help the fire

department is to check their smoke
alarms regularly and to call the station if
they have any questions.

Sl gl

“We are here to help, so don’t hesitate to
call us,” he said.

Asked how he liked being the fire
chief Higley said, again very humbly, that
Mesquite has a great fire department and
great firefighters.

“If you would have told me three years
ago that today I would be the fire chief, 1
wouldn’t have believed you. But now I
couldn’t be prouder,” he said.
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Aaron Ferguson of Emergency Vehicles Group of Anaheim, Calif., applies decals to one of the Mesquite
Fire and Rescue’s new ambulances at Fire Stafion No. 3 on Dec. 6.




City gets four ambulances
Mesquite Fire and Rescue replaces aging vehicles

Special to the MLN

Mesquite Fire and Rescue has
replaced four aging ambulances
with smaller, sleeker vehicles
that officials say provide the
same services for a smaller
price tag.

Fire Chief John Higley said the
ambulance fleet is made up of six
vehicles. Four ambulances serve
in the main force while the other
two remain in reserve.

“The four new ambulances
are at Fire Station 3 on John
Deer Drive (in west Mesquite),”
Higley  said.  “Emergency
Vehicles Group, our LifeLine
dealer from Anaheim, Calif,
will be finishing the vehicles
on-site by applying the graphics
package and doing the two-way

radio installations the first week
in December.”
Southern Nevada Health

District will have to inspect and -

certify the ambulances, and
the city’s vehicle fleet services
division will register them before
they are in service, he said. The
four new units will be in service
this month. :

“After much consideration,
city and department officials
decided to replace the four
aging ambulances with a lighter
weight and less expensive Ford
Econoline chassis rather than
the 2ton medium duty chassis,”
the chief explained.

“The current ambulance fleet
is made up of six ambulances,
three of which are 10 years old
or more; one that is 15 years

~old, one that is 11 years old
and the third being 10 years
old. They each have 250,000-
plus miles and have become a
financial burden to the city due
to maintenance issues and costs
torepair.” .

Deputy Chief Rick Resnick
added, “Our current situation is
such that at least two of the six
ambulances are out of service for
maintenance at any given time.
We have had instances when our
ambulances broke down during a
call or on a transport and have had
to ask other fire and emergency

“After much
consideration, city
and department
officials decided to
replace the four aging
ambulances with a
lighter weight and
less expensive Ford
Econoline chassis
rather than the 2-ton
medium duty chassis.”

JOHN HIGLEY
FIRE CHIEF, MESQUITE

medical service personnel to
finish out the transport.

“We also have had instances of
three units being out of service
for mechanical issues at once
with mandates stating the unit
not be placed into service until
it is repaired and safe to respond
to calls,” Resnick said. “At 2,000
EMS calls per year we are a
small, albeit busy, department.
It is not uncommon to have four
frontline ambulances running
calls at once.”

The purchase of a typical
ambulance on a medium-duty
truck chassis comes with a price

i

Dereck Adame of Emergency Vehicles Group ﬁniup on the o

tag of more than $225,000.

By choosing the smaller Ford
F450 pickup truck chassis, the
department was able to reduce
each unit purchase price by
$25,100.

Additionally, there will be a
savings on mechanical services
since the new ambulances can
be maintained in town without
travel costs and lost time by
taking them to a private garage
in Las Vegas.

“These new units will be
serviced here in Mesquite at the
Ford dealership and at our fleet
vehicle services division shop,”
Higley said.

“The last ambulance purchased
for the department was in 2008,”
Higley said. “That ambulance
already has 73,000 miles on it.
Our units also have a unique
responsibility to provide on-scene
and interfacility transportation to
area hospitals including Mesa
View Regional, las Vegas,
Henderson, and St George
hospitals. That equates to very
high mileage units in a shorter
amount of time than typical fire
department ambulances ... which,
in turn, equates to a higher cost
and frequency of maintenance
and replacement.”

of one of the four new ambulances. The “VV” also will include Virgin
Valley High School’s Bulldog logo when completed, according to :

Chief John Higley.
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Deputy fire chief takes newjob

www.dvtonline.com Desert Valley Times — Tuesday, July 27, 2010 — A3

For the Desert Valley Times

Deputy Chief Dave Petersen,
appointed interim chief of
Mesquite Fire and Rescue last
week, has accepted another job
out of state.

Capt. John Higley will become
interim fire chief when Petersen
leaves on Aug. 18.

Petersen was named interim
fire chief after Derek Hughes
announced he was resigning as
chief to spend more time with
family and pursue other career
opportunities.

“When we started the budget
process in the fire department
this year, I became concerned
about the ongoing revenue short-

fall and the uncertainty about
the future and decided 1 would
look around for other opportuni-
ties,” said Petersen. “I have been

presented with a couple of very

good job opportunities, one of
which was just too good to pass
up. It is an exciting position with
extraordinary benefits for me and
my family” i

“I really appreciate the oppor-
tunity that I have had to work
here in Mesquite for the past
seven years and will miss the
many friends I have made, both
at work and in the community”

Petersen joined the depart-

“ment in 2003.

“We have full confidence in
Captain Higley to oversee the fire

department during this period
of transition,” said city Manager
Tim Hacker. “He has previous
experience as a chief officer with
the Provo City Fire Department
and is well respected within the
department. Operations of the
department will continue unin-
terrupted as we have well-quali-
fied shift captains who supervise

‘the day-to-day operations, and an

outstanding staff of firefighters
and paramedics.’

The city has begun the recruit-
ment process for a new fire chief,
with job description and applica-
tions posted on www.MesquiteNV,
gov. Applications will be accepted
until Aug. 31. :




CHIEF

e Continued from A1

Higley joined the department
five years as EMS captain and his
first responsibility was to estab-
lish the paramedic program.

Before he became a firefighter/
paramedic, Higley served for five
years as a police officer in Provo,
Utah.

In that capacity, he worked with
his department’s inountain rescue
and training, which brought him in
constant contact with paramedics.
He said he really liked the idea of
working in that field, and so hired
on as a firefighter, then qualified as
a paramedic.

He was with the Provo depart-
ment for 20 years, and was a bat-
talion chief when he retired. After
moving to Mesquite, he served on
the faculty of Dixie State Collge in
St. George, running the college’s
EMS program.

He began his association with
the Mesquite department by rid-
ing along on calls as a reserve
member. After he had put in
100 hours as a reserve, a posi-

tion became available and he was -

hired as EMS captain.

"My first responsibility was
starting the paramedic program
in partnership with Mesa View
Regional Hospital, and I have
been doing EMT classes since
then;” Higley said.

He said he knows the depart-
ment faces challenges as the city
struggles with the economy.

&

“We have to manage the funds
we have wisely,” he said. “We haye
to save every penny we can.

Higley said he enjoys being part
of Mesquite Fire and Rescue.

"I couldn’t have handpicked a
better department to come to,
he said. “I've never met a more
talented, intelligent, dedicated
group than these guys.

“If I ever get hurt, I want to get
hurt in Mesquite.”

I

L .
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John Higley has been with Mesquite Fire and Rescue since 2005.

Higley named fire chief

' Deptuy Chief David Peterson, who

David Bly
Desert Valley Times

Mesquite’s new fire chief started
out his career as a police officer.

City Manager Tim Hacker
announced Thursday that John
Higley, who has been acting fire
chief since Aug. 18, has been
selected as the new chief of
Mesquite Fire and Rescue.

The top spot was left vacant
with the resignations this summer
of Chief Derek Hughes, who said
he is pursuing other interests, and

e

accepted a job in Utah.

‘It is always rewarding to
undertake a national search and
find that the most qualified can-
didate exists in your department,’
said Mayor Susan Holecheck.

“Chief Higley’s combination of
education and experience, along
with his positive demeanor, will
serve our department well,” said
Hacker.

e See CHIEF on A3

/- j
David Bly / Desert Valley Times
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way for future possibilities

Desert Valley. Times

A clean-up crew from
Mesquite General Contractors
this week removed nearly 1,200
yards of material left over from
a Mesquite Fire Department-ig-
nited blaze April 3.

The fire was part of deal be-
tween H3B Properties and
| Mesquite in which some tall palm

trees were taken by the city for
use elsewhere in exchange for
the fire deparment burning down
the home on a small knoll near
the Oasis Casino, according to
Cresent Hardy, property owner.

The refuse was dumped on pri-
vate property in Bunkerville, said

~ Henry Slack, project manager.

In a methodical process, work-
ers knocked down everything
standing afer the fire, then
loaded it piece-by-piece into
large trucks.

The house was built in 1984 by
Tommy and Mary Lynn Leavitt.

Tommy was instrumental in

the incorporation of Mesquite
that same year.

Phatos by Mike Donahue / DVT
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Derek Hughes says he wants out of public life

By Morris Workman
morris@mesquitelocalnews.com

Mesquite Fire Chief Derek
Hughes resigned suddenly
Monday evening.

The resignation came without
warning, and without two weeks
notice.

“It’s just time,” Hughes said on
Tuesday.

“My wife and I have talked
about it, and it's time to get out
of the fray of living the public
life,” Hughes said. “I want to live
more stress free.”

The resignation came on
Monday during a meeting with
City Manager Tim Hacker,
Hughes said.

When asked if there was a
specific reason for choosing to

leave at this time, Hughes said
“nothing monumental.”

“I've thought about this for a
while,” Hughes added. “T've got
a couple of things I'm working
on. Ill just be taking back my
life for me.”

Hughes has been with the
Mesquite Fire Department for
15 years, spending the last 10 as
the chief.

During that time, he has been
one of the most popular city
officials among his subordinates
and the public.

In a MesquiteLocalNews.com
opinion poll in April of 2009
which asked, “Which Mesquite
city official does the best job?”
1,038 people voted for Hughes.

Former City Clerk Sheree .

Goessman finished second in
the voting with 939.

Because Hughes' resignation
is immediate, Deputy Chief
David Peterson will serve as the
acting chief until a new chief is
named.

According to Mesquite city
code, the new chief will be
appointed by the city manager.

Hughes becomes the third
highranking city official to
depart in the last six months.

Goessman was terminated in
February of this year as part of a
layoff at the city.

Longtime city engineer Allen
Bell officially submitted his
retirement earlier this month,
with the retirement set to take
effect on Dec. 31. On July 1,

Mesquite Fire Chief Derek Hughes, shown earlier this
Virgin Valley Water Disirict meeting,

depariment Monday.

Bell began using the substantial
amount of vacation time he has
accrued, and has been away from
the city offices in anticipation of
the Dec. 31 date.

While he will no longer be the

MLN FILE PHOTO
rata
suddenly resigned from the fire

chief, Hughes believes the fire
department is in good shape.
“It’s a great team over there,”
Hughes said.
“They’ve got a good staff at the
fire department.”



The Virgin Valley's No. 1 Source for News

Friday, July 13, 2012

www.dvtonline.com

Blazes char Ariz. Strip, Grand Canyon

Hobble, Plateau fires cover 22,500 acres

Bob Challinor
Desert Valley Times

Thirteen lightning-sparked
fires are burning in rugged Ari-
zona Strip locations after a se-
ries of storms passed through
the area Wednesday evening.

The fires are charring public .

lands administered by the Bu-
reau of Land Management. The
largest blaze, the Hobble Com-
plex, has consumed 18,000 acres
and the Plateau Fire has burnt
4,500 acres, Rachel Tueller, pub-

lic affairs officer for the BLM
Arizona Strip District, said
Thursday afternoon. '

The Hobble Complex is locat-
ed 35 miles southwest of St.
George near the Grand Wash
Cliffs in the Grand Canyon-Pa-
rashant national Monument.
The Plateau Fire is approxi-
mately 65 miles south of St.
George near Snap Point in the
Grand Canyon-Parashant Na-
tional Monument.

“Right now we have two Col-

or Country Interagency Type III

teams on each of the two fires,”
Tueller said. ‘
The teams are using a mix of
single-engine air tankers, Type I
helicopters and several engines
on the ground to battle the
blazes. Several structures are
threatened including out build-
ings, such as barns and sheds.
“We have scarce resources
across Color Country because of
the of the number of fires burn-
ing throughout the West and in
neighboring states such as Ida-
ho and Utah,” Tueller said. “Sev-

eral fires are also burning with-
in Arizona and the Color Coun-
try region which requires a prio-
ritization process for the
allocation of resources. Fires
are prioritized based on known
values at risk such as urban in-
terface (such as residential),
rangeland, wildlife habitat, and
cultural values and others.
We’re in a prioritization mode.”

Nine of the fires are in the
Grand Canyon-Parashant Na-
tional Monument and one blaze
is located within the Arizona
Strip Field Office sphere. The
fires vary in size and are await-
ing more accurate mapping,

Tueller said. Containment is un-
known and is weather- and re-
source availability-dependent.

However, .Tueller held out
hope that thunderstorms fore-
casted for today could help fire-
fighters. The National Weather
Service Las Vegas office said up
toahalf-inch of rain could fall on
the region. :

“We're keeping our fingers
crossed,” she said.

There are 4,000 miles of dirt
roads throughout the region, but
only paved roads — Interstate 15,
Highway 89A and Highway 387
—but none of them pass near the
wildfires, Tueller said.
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Smoke Gets In Your Eyes

Beaver Dam firefighters responded to an early-
morning haystack fire at Hafen Ranch Monday.
The blaze, which consumed 300 haystacks, was
confined in approximately an hour, according
to Beaver Dam-Littlefield Fire Chief Gary Mclff.
“It was not arson; Mclff said. “It was new hay,
and when you have some moisture it has a
chance of spontaneous combustion. It was put
" in three weeks ago. We had the fast heat, and

'\/\-'\‘\tu.é ik ; DOO0G

the hay didn’t have a chance to dry out!” Beaver
Dam firefighters responded to the fire at abut
3 a.m. The property owner already had equip-
ment on site to help quench the fire. The
Mesquite Fire Department also assisted under
the mutual aid agreement. The fire cast a blan-
ket of smoke over the valley Monday morning,
but there was no property lost and no acreage
was burnt.
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Fire Warnings Issued
| In Arizona Strip

By Eric Ruiz eral, county or state land, the

staff Writer ~ cost for suppressing the fire
The  Beaver Dam- is the responsibility of the

Littlefield Fire District has individual who started the.

temporarily suspended burn fire.

permits, according to Fire ~  Permits will be reinstat-

Chief Gary Mclff. ed after the high fire danger

Restriction guidelines is over, provided there are no
include setting, building or violations during the restric-
maintaining any fires with tion.
the exception of charcoal “We can’t be too careful
grills and pits used for cook- - during this high fire danger,”
ing only. said Chief MecIff.

Fireworks and pyro-tech- For more information,
nic devices are prohibited at contact Chief McIff at 928-
all times. : 347-5514 or 928-347-5572.

If a fire is caused on pri- Fire danger is also high
vate land and spreads to fed- om public lands.

Battling The Blazes
Lihtening'l'uesday night and Wednesday morning torched sev-
eral blazes west of Mesquite. Fifteen members of the Mesquite
Air Tanker Base were assisted by firefighters from the Bureau
of Land Management, the National Park Service, Nevada Divi-
sion of Forestry and Clark County Rural Firefighters. No struc-

" tures were threatened by the fires.
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Area Tre Qisiniet Jyiows 4, fo 79
to 14-member volunteer force

LITTLEFIELD, Ariz. — In the
last three years, the Beaver
Dam/Littlefield Fire District has
progressed from a meager exis-
tence to a 14-member volunteer
department with a roof over its

_head. ‘

“This has been accomplished
with very dedicated crew, man-
agement, fire board members and

great deal of citizen support,”
Fire Chief Clayton Bell said.

He said the state of Arizona
has placed a tax ceiling on all
fire districts of $3 per $100 of
assessed value. The local fire dis-
trict has a $2.49 tax assessment.

Bell said the Fire District has
saved the taxpayers about
$26,000 by building the fire house
shell with volunteer labor while
the inside offices currently under
construction will also save tax-
payers about $25,000 because of
volunteer labor.

Because 95 percent of the Fire

District personnel are volunteer
another $8,000 in savings was
realized in hours responding f«
service calls, Bell said.

/
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Fire Warnings Issued

In Arizona

By Eric Ruiz
Staff Writer
The Beaver Dam-
Littlefield Fire District has
temporarily suspended burn
permits, according to Fire
Chief Gary MclIff.
Restriction guidelines
include setting, building or
maintaining any fires with
the exception of charcoal
grills and pits used for cook-
ing only. 7
Fireworks and pyro-tech-
nic devices are prohibited at
all times. ;
If a fire is caused on pri-
vate land and spreads to fed-

Strip

eral, county or state land, the

~ cost for suppressing the fire
is the responsibility of the
_individual who started the
fire.

Permits will be reinstat-
ed after the high fire danger
is over, provided there are no
violations during the restric-
tion.

“We can’t be too careful
during this high fire danger,”
said Chief McIff.

For more information,
contact Chief McIff at 928-

~ 347-5514 or 928-347-5572.

Fire danger is also high
on public lands.

- Battling The Blazes
Lightening Tuesday night and Wednesday morning torched sev-
eral blazes west of Mesquite. Fifteen members of the Mesquite
Air Tanker Base were assisted by firefighters from the Bureau
of Land Management, the National Park Service, Nevada Divi-
. sion of Forestry and Clark County Rural Firefighters. No struc-
tures were threatened by the fires. i
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Strip Fire Department
Gets New Equipment

By Eric Ruiz
Staff Writer

Just in time for the sum-
mer fire season, the Beaver
Dam-Littlefield Fire Depart-
ment has acquired several
pieces of new equipment
thanks to some grants.

The biggest additions to
the department’s firefighting
arsenal were two new trucks.
One is a fast attack truck
that is used for responding to
accident scenes which fea-
tures equipment specifically
designed for extracting per-
sons from a dangerous loca-
tion.

The other truck is a
brush fire truck, capable of
responding to brush fires,

featuring a tank capacity of ..

over 500 gallons.

In addition to the new
vehicles, the department has
also received new brush fire
gear for the fighters to wear.

The jackets and pants
are much lighter than tradi-
S ———

tional fire gear, allowing the
firefighter to move more
quickly and keep cooler
while battling the blazes.

The department has also
obtained water-carrying
backpacks, often used to put
out smaller fires and
hotspots that are difficult to
reach with a firehose.

Also available to the
department are new electric
flares, which are much safer
than the traditional lighted
flares, used to establish an
accident scene.

Since  January, the
department has responded to
165 medical and fire calls on
the Arizona strip.

Burn permits are still
not being issued on the strip,
as the fire hazard is danger-
ously high.

“If we can get another
grant in the fall, we will be
all set as far as equipment
goes,” said Fire Chief Gary
McIff. “We just need man-

B
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Photo By Eric Ruiz

New Trucks
The Beaver Dam-Littlefield Fire Department has back truck is used specifically for brush fires.

used a recent grant to purchase two new trucks. Chief Gary Mclff is hoping to receive another grant
The front truck is a fast action truck, while the this autumn.

power.” staffed by volunteers. ment for themselves at the
; The Bt_eaver _Dan:_l- Any interested parties Beaver Dam-Littlefield Fire
Littlefield Fire Station is can check out the new equip- Station.
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homes on fire.
skills before allowing t

|

maneuvers

rell Jensen, members of the
rescue

fire department were able to
practice crawl throughs and

training officer Captain Dar-

Under the supervision of some

for the Beaver Dam/Little-
field Fire Department on
March 4 throughout most of

the day.
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Fire Training For Beaver D
wide mobile homes made for
some excellent fire training

B

By

F IRE " The fire department also

has an Emergency Medical
System that is rapidly grow-
ing. With four new national-
pletely destroyed. ly certified EMT-Bs on staff,

The fire department has the department is working
been working in the class- Y7 hard to obtain a C.O.N.
room on the Fire Fighter 1 so that they can offer ambu-
program for the past sevoral lance service to the people of

From page 9

weeks. Beaver Dam and surround-
Ing areas.
As the town of Beaver 5 Thas ;
; ese
Dam continues to £row, so people are com-

mitted to both the fire
department and the commu-
nity. The community is very
lucky to have all these peo-
ple working for them.

does the fire department. In
the past few months there
have been several new fire
fighters join the department.

Photo submitted

Beaver Dam Fire

Two unoccupied mobile home

Fiahtars could practice batthy were set ablaze so Beaver Dam Fire

g a mobile home fire.
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Arizona Fire Grows To 1850 Acres

TUCSON, Ariz. (AP) — A
fire burning in the Coronado
National Forest grew to
1,850 acres by Monday night
but authorities said it still

wasn’t threatening any
structures.
Although the Florida fire

was still zero percent con-
tained, authorities said the
blaze was expected to be
fully contained by Friday
night.

“We still have one mile of
fire line to build,” said Dan

Bastion, a spokesman for the

‘eam fighting the lightning-
sparked fire that started
Thursday.

Authorities have closed

the Madera Canyon
Recreation Area as a precau-
tion, Coronado National

Forest spokeswoman Heidi
Schewel said.

Homeowners and
campers, however, .were
allowed to stay in the canyon
area, which has resort
lodges, a campground and
summer homes, Schewel
said.

Bastion said the possi-
bility that the fire will
threaten  structures 1s
remote.

“The fire is behaving the
way we expect it,” he said.

Firefighters used natu-
ral barriers to help them
build lines around the blaze
on Monday.

It would take monsoon
moisture to completely
extinguish the fire, Schewel
said. '

Bastion said 677 fire-
fighters were working on the
blaze, which is burning
steep, rugged terrain in
wilderness areas.
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Letters To The Editor

Beaver Dam Fire Dept.

After attending several of the
Beaver Dam Fire Department
meetings, I have several con-
cerns.

These board members were
voted in by you.

Don’t you wonder how they
are spending your money or what
changes they make that affect
each one of you.

One board member wanted a
wood floor — very pretty, but not
very practical.

It will have water on it from
training meetings while other
floor coverings would have cost
less and would have look just fine

Another board member told
an employee to go ahead and sue.

" He didn’t care.

That’s mine and your money
he doesn’t care about.

This brings up another ques-
tion.

Why not do things the right
way, then there would be no ques-
tion of anyone being sued.

Their hiring practices also
have me a bit concerned.

A volunteer was hired as a
clerk because she was doing an
ambulance coordinator job.

K An ambulance coordinator

and a clerk are not one and the
same job.

The clerk’s job should have
been advertised and a person

with the skills of a clerk hired.

I for one have no confidence
in the EMTs.

I do not want them near or
around me in a time of need.

If Mesquite can’t come, we
will go to someplace else for help.

In the case of fire, I ask
myself, Do I want to lose every-
thing to fire or water damage?

As one of your board mem-
bers said, we only surround and
drown a fire.

Either way all is lost.

The fire board has worked
out an agreement to keep the
chief and try to pull the fire
Department back together.

This should have been done
three or more months ago before
things got as bad as they did.

I hope their plan works, but I
really doubt it since there are way
too many hot heads working
together, and one volunteer who
seems determined to keep every-
one upset for her own self serving
interest.

Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire
District, please get out and vote.

Go to the meetings, make
this a check and balance system,
know what laws are being
changed and where your money
is being spent.

Jerry Dixon
Beaver Dam
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Fire Prevention Week | :

Firefighters asked fire
During Fire Prevention trivia questions of four volun-
Week (OCt. 7-14), the Beaver teers from each grad&
Dam/Llltleﬁeld Fire Depart- All the students remem-
ment invited kindergarten bered what they were taught
through fourth grade students in previous years.

Desert Valley Times

from the Beaver Dam Ele- The Beaver Dam/Little-
mentary school to tour dheicnfield Fire Department would
firehouse. sest. nofikeTtoctharik all the children

The children were sHoWH™ for their” participation in the
the different fire truckss8nd®® contests, mamds congratulations
their functions. to the winners.

The children also learned Thank you teachers, staff,
how to prevent fires, as well and Rick Gardner of State
as what to do in case of a fire. Farm Insurance for helplng :

Grades five through nine with another successful Fire ST
enjoyed an assembly with a Prevention Week. Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire Department Tour

Kindergarteners through fourth grade took a trip to and some information on fire prevention and what to
the Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire Department for a tour do in case of a fire.
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Beaver Dam Flre House Under Constructlon

By: Dick Coleman - staff write

As you can see by the photo,
the Beaver Dam Fire House is
near completion It is estimated
another six weeks will be need-
ed to finish the job. Workers
were working on the exterior of
the building when these pic-
tures were taken last week.

- Most of those working on the

site ‘are from the local area

_around Beaver Dam. David

Guimond is the general con-
tractor on the job. Guimond
also told the Times that a non-
profit group is considering

applying for a grant from the Dick Coleman / Desert Valley Times
State of Arizona to establish a  with some procedural flaws in
medical facility in Beaver the paperwork. The group will
Dam. The group trled last year try. agam thlS year.
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New Fire Station for Beaver
Dam/Littlefield

For Desert Valley Times

Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire
District builds Fire Station No. 2
in Beaver Dam, AZ.

Tax dollars build Beaver Dam
and surrounding communities a
second fire station. The new fire
station will be located on High-

way 91 near the new elementary
school.

Pictured are Fire Board Mem-
bers, left -right - Maxine Peter-
son, Secretary; ED. Houston,
Chairman; Mike Draper, Fire
Chief; Mel Peterson, Clerk, and

Tony Moerman, Board Member
at the new station site shortly
after construction began.

Plans for completion of the
station hope to be early this sum
mer.



May 20, 1999 i
Littlefield Fire Department
Awards Bid for New Station

A bid award was announced to the Beaver Dam/ Littlefield Fire
Board Meeting held May 12th. The bid, awarded to Dave Guimond,
a local builder, will be for the construction of a new fire station. The
station will be constructed next to the new Beaver Dam School and
will serve the businesses and residents in that area. Station #1, the
existing fire station located in Desert Springs, will continue to serve
the businesses and residents in that area and along Interstate 15.

Dave Guimond has been in the area for several years and he is a
principal builder in the Sunset Ranch Subdivision. For more infor-

- mation on the new station or the bid award, contact Fire Board presi-
dent, E.D. Houston, at 347-5780.
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Fire department ‘flagged’ for efforts

B Potential fire victims give flag pole and flag to ‘awesome’ firemen

By The Spectrum

BEAVER DAM — When a
brush fire whips out of contol, a
homeowner’s dream can change in
an instant,

On March 11, winds fanned
flames of a raging brush fire
which roared up the cliff from the
Virgin River near Interstate 15,
threatening several homes.

“Several times homes and near-
by structures were in danger,” said
fireman Tony Moerman, “But
through the valiant efforts of the
Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire
Department and the Mesquite Fire
Department, no structures were
lost or even damaged.”

Homeowner Cory Clark,
sprayed his roof with water while
the firemen fought the blaze.
“Awesome,” said Clark. “If it
hadn’t been for the awesome
efforts of both departments, I
would not have a home right now.
Their working together is what
saved my home.”

Another homeowner, Craig
Warren, whose home was saved.
showed his gratitude to the Beaver
Dam/Littlefield Fire Department
on April 14. At the Beaver Dam/
Littlefield Fire Board Meeting,
Warren said he thought most vol-
unteer fire departments depended
on donations to operate, so War-
ren donated enough money to pur-

chase a flagpole and flag for
Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire Sta-
tion No. I.

“I certainly appreciated the
efforts by the fire department on
my behalf,” he told the fire depart-
ment board members.

Tony Moerman, fire-fighter and
Fire Department Board member,
indicated that those traveling 1-15
passing the Beaver Dam/ Little-
field Fire Station Number One
should be able to see the flag pole
and flag.

“The fire District appreciates
Clark and Warren’s support as
well as the assistance of the
Mesquite Fire Department,” he
said.
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We are recruiting for help in
the fire department for Fire Fight-
ers, EMT’s, and dispatchers. We

also need assistance with the ve-

hicles and building maintenance.
We are a community that needs
to work together to provide ser-
vices that are needed in our area.

Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire District Needs Your Help

So, please feel free to volunteer
your time or service in any way
you may want to help us.

With the growth of the com-
munity, we are planning a a new
facility to be built on the school
grounds site to further accommo-
date the needs for quicker service
in the Beaver Dam area. This will
also mean more people will be
needed to help. Even though it is
a volunteer status, it is very
rewarding when you can say that
you have actually helped some-
one in need.

We are proud to announce the

appointment of our new Fire
Chief, Mike Draper. He will
resign as the present elected fire
department board member to
assume this new position of
Chief. This will be done at our
June 10th meeting at 6 p.m. Mr.
Draper is also retiring from the
ADOT within in the next couple
of months. This will give him
more time to devote to his new
Fire Chief duties.

Mr. Tony Cluff has held the
position of Fire Chief since Nov.
1996. He has done a great job as
chief and he will continue as

Assistant-Chief. We want to
thank Tony for all of the unself-
ish hours he has given to this
community and will continue to
do so. This arrangement will
strengthen the Fire Department
and we hope to see some good
changes come about in the near
future.

Mike Draper, acting as new
Fire Chief, intends to recruit
members for EMT training. If
you would be interested, please
call the Fire Department at
347-5270 or Mike at 347-5547.
We will need about eight persons

to enroll in this class to be able
to justify the expense of a trainer
to come to this area.

Fire Board Meetings are held
the second Wednesday of every
month at 6 p.m. Please feel free
to join us and give us your input
for the new fire station or any
improvements.

Mike is looking forward to
having everyone get involved
with the Fire Department, and
has some new plans to make our
community safer.

Everyone is welcome!
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Kami Reyes surveys the burned out shell of her home. A fire gutted
the house in Beaver Dam, Ariz.

Nik amsl The Spectrum

Fire destroys home
in Beaver Dam

forThe spectun” / 2/ /L /55

A devastating fire destroyed the
home of Joe and Kami Reyes on
Saturday, Dec. 12, in Beaver Dam.

The black smoke could be seen
as far away as Mesquite as the
home was engulfed in flames.

The outstanding response from
the Mesquite and Beaver Dam Fire
Departments left the community
very appreciative of the quick
action taken by the two depart-
ments. Mesquite’s fire trucks were
on the road within a few seconds
after the 911 cail was over.

However, despite the valiant
efforts of both departments, the
home was totally destroyed.

With no insurance, the blaze has
left the family with basically noth-

ing, Kami is a fifth grade teacher
at the Littlefield Elementary
School. She and her family are one
of the longest residents of Beaver
Dam. Their home was built 20
years ago, long before Beaver -
Dam became the retirement com-
munity it is now. §

The support from the communi-
ty has been overwhelming in help-
ing the Reyes family, including the
two children, John and Jennifer.
However, there is much needed to
help this family regain their lives.

Anyone wishing to donate to
help the family through this trying
time, may make donations to:

Joe and Kami Reyes,

c/o RI PR ED:

P.O. Box 110

Beaver Dam, AZ 86432




Peterson keeps fire district post; school board to expand

By MARJ}Q‘IURéO 75

The Spectrum

Judy Harms, of Beaver Dam-
Littlefield Fire District Board, won-
dered how long it would take to count
the votes.

She waited and waited.

Finally, Lynn Cluff, the fire dis-
trict's head dispatcher, announced the
results over the radio.

Fire board chairman Mel Peterson
defeated challenger Ron Schaller, a
former board member, in Tuesday’s
special election 85 votes to 52.

“A lot of people have scanners out
here,” Harms said. “The entire valley
knows about it.”

A little more than half the registered
voters cast ballots in two special elec-
tions held Tuesday in the Mohave

SFeeliiisn

County communities located in the
extreme northwest corner of Arizona
along Interstate 15.

The special election was initiated
when former fire chief Clayton Bell
and nine volunteer firefighters and
emergency medical technicians
(EMTs) left the department in June.
The firefighters were joined by
Schaller, who was a board member at
that time.

The firefighters and Schaller asked
Peterson to resign after Peterson ques-
tioned the district’'s finances. He
refused, and the board replaced Bell
with fire chief Tim Pace.

“It's a victory, but it's a heart rend-
ing thing,” Cluff said about the nature
of the political battle that was rife with
rumors and name calling.

g

Harms spoke highly of Peterson's
commitment to the fire district, and
she said the board would put events
leading up to the election behind it
and move forward.

“We have plans for the eommumty
— for the fire department to grow,”
Harms said. “And we are very happy
to be able to.”

Neither Peterson nor Schaller could
be reached for comment.

The fire district’s special election

shared a ballot with a request to
expand the Littlefield School District
board from three to five members. The
expansion passed by a landslide 123
to 9.

Candidates for the two new posi-

e Please see ELECTIONS on A5
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‘Election to retain fire district board

“Fire Board Recall

chairman Mel Peterson.

Yes 85 No 52

VSchool Board

Vote to expand the school board
from three to five members.

Yes 123

No9 |

: g
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Citadel proposes to proce

By The Associated Press

CHARLESTON, S.C. — The
Citadel is ready to start process-
ing applications from women
who want to join its all-male
corps of cadets, according to a

plan filed in federal court
Tuesday.
The college would inform

women who meet all other stan-
dards that they are eligible to
enroll if the courts order women

into the corps. Accepted applica-
tions would be kept on file until
the legal question is resolved.
Women rejected for reasons
other than their gender will be
informed of those reasons, and
the school will inform the
Justice Department of its action
on individual applications.
There are four applications
from women on file at The
Citadel, college spokeswoman
Judith Fluck said. One is from
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Fire Board Pres:dent Mel

Peterson was not recalled in

Tuesday’s election in Mohave
County. He’s still in, and planning
to stay.

By a vote of 85 to 52, Peterson
was given the majority nod, and
will retain his scat at the chief
officer for the Beaver Dam/-
Littlefield Fire District. His
opponent was Ron Schaller who
lost by 33 votes.

Schaller said he was glad the

election was over and that he was

sorry he didn’t win because he felt
he could have given insight that
would have benefitted the District.

“T have the utmost respect for
Acting Fire Chief Tim Pace. He’s
doing a superb job. And I will help
the volunteers all that I can.

“It is my hope that the volunteers
who left will come back and that
both sides will accept each other.

“All the rumor mongering sur-
rounding this election was de-
meaning. It’s not future-building”™
said Schaller.

Schaller said he had written a
congratulatory letter to Pace, and

‘made several suggestions that

¢terson still on board by 85 to 52

should clear up some arcas of
concern, thereby getting the fire |
department and volunteers back on
track.

The vote follows months of
heated debate surrounding the sus-
pension of former Fire Chief
Clayton Bell last June, and a

. petition for Peterson’s recall

started by former Ambulance Co-
ordinator Noreen Barmum, who
has resigned.

She, along with Bell and nine
other volunteers, staged an
orchestrated  walk-out  when
Peterson refused to resign his po-
sition in August following a
demand to do so from former
Board Secreatry Sharon Bell.



NOTICE OF RECALL ELECTION

To the qualified electors of the Beaver Dam Liﬁleﬁeld Fire District
a Recall Election will be held December 5, 1995.

The Polls will be open from 6 A.M. until 7 PM. at thel
Littlefield Post Office building, commonly known as thel
Reber home.

The Mohave County Election Department is conducting thi
election for the Beaver Dam Littlefield District.

Published in the Desert Valley Times Nov. 2 and Nov. 9, 1995

A Wet Day for Clayton Bell

A Good Day

for Beaver

Dam/ LlﬁVfEfIEId Fire Statlon

élayton Bell waits for another dunking.

Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire
station Open House Raffle and
Rummage Sale, April 22, was an
unqualified success.

With a dunking tank, using
Clayton Bell as the "dunkee" area

— Equipment at Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire Station

residents (particularly, fireman)
had great fun dunking "The
Chief."

The raffle, Jelly Bean guess
and party atmosphere gave every-
one a great day in the sun.




Thursday February 9, 1995

The Beaver Dam and Littlefield Fire Department receive training on the use of the new
extrication equipment "Jaws of Life". Instructors were Don George and Scott
MacKenvie, firefighters present were: - Chief Clayton Bell, Rick Johnson, Norene
Barnum, Terisa Pace, Tim Pace, Mike Draper and Tony Cluff.




“Should you
feel safe

in the
community?
Absolutely!
Will we be
there when
you need
us?
Absolutely!”

-Tim Pace

Setting the pace

Beaver Dam-Littlefield fire chief
keeps pace in unenviable situation

By MARTA MURVOSH

The Spectrum

ire Chief Tim Pace only had
F one year's experience and

seven firefighters when he
took charge of the Beaver Dam-Lit-
tlefield Fire District. i

In a matter of months, he rebuilt
and trained his staff, developed a
strong rapport with neighboring
emergency agencies and turned
the district’s red ink into a solvent
operation.

Not an enviable position initially,
and not a bad job for a man barely
into his second year of service with
the Beaver Dam-Littlefield Fire
District serving several small com-
munities in thexmreme northwest-
ern corner of Arizona.

The district’s fire board chose

~ him to replace Clayton Bell, who

walked off the job in July along
with 10 other volunteer firefight-
ers. Bell was suspended by the dis-
trict in June while the board
awaited an audit of the depart-
ment's books but was later rein-
stated.

Pace still wears the “interim”
title but has no time limit placed
on his term and the strong support
of the board, said boardmember
Judy Harms.

“Tim has done marvelous as an
interim chief,” Harms said. “He's
doing so well; we're more than sat-

isfied.”

Pace said the department needs
more experience.

“We're a new fire department.”
Pace said. “We have a lot of train-
ing ahead of us.”

But he said the department’s
inexperience has not affected its
performance.

“Should you feel safe in the
community? Absolutely!” he
asked. “Will we be there when you
need us? Absolutely!”

Susan Hardy, coordinator for
Mesquite Ambulance Rescue 77
that transports for Beaver Dam
and Littlefield — calls Pace “a
great leader.” Ken Mea hem, chief
for thie neighboring Mesguite
(Nev.) Fire Department, said his
department supports Pace’s lead-
ership.

“I think people need to be less
concerned about his experience
and more supportive of the fire
department,” Meacham said. “He's
not one who'll jump into somethin,
without thinking about it.”

Pace’s accomplishments over th
last four months have been many.

He increased the department’s
remaining volunteers from seven f
13 in the first month following the
July 12 walkout. The department
is nearly back to pre-walkout
strength now with 18 firefighters,
including three emergency medica




eaver Dam- Ll,:tlefleld Fire Chief Tim Pace assumed
pmmand in a political firestorm. Pace has stayed on

schnicians (EMT). Pace plans to
rain more firefighters as EMTs.

In order to increase the num-
ers, the department “put the
ford out” in the fast-traveling Lit-
efield grapevme

“A lot of people join, because we
ave helped them,” Pace said.
dne guy thought about joining,
nd we put his car (fire) out and
€ joined.”

to the black.

Volunteer firefighters undergo a
metamorphosis, Pace said.

“Myself and the (volunteers)
who stayed joined to see what it

was like,” Pace said. "And then all

of a sudden you feel responsible.
The responsibility of the commu-
nity falls on your shoulders.”

The reason for volunteerism is
the “satisfaction of helping some-
one else, Pace said.

nag,

" Spectrum photo/ Nick Adams

top of fires and brought a budget that was in the red

Pace has also doubled the num-
ber of female firefighters: there
are Nnow Six.

One of the former firefighters
has returned, and Pace said he
does not have a problem with
returning members who care
about the community.

® Please see FIRE on A1l
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Firefighters were not the only
thing in short supply at the dis-
trict when Pace assumed com-
mand.

He took over a fire district
with a $9,000 debt. Now the d
They held up and excelled.”

Meacham said relationships
between the Mesquite and
Beaver Dam-Littlefield Fire
Departments have improved
since Pace was appointed chief.
Monthly meetings between the
fire chiefs and the Bunkerville
(Nev.) Fire Department will be
resumed; they were discontin-
ued a year ago.

Hardy was specific about the
change in the department.

“I felt the rapport between the
rescue service and Beaver Dam
was very poor,” Hardy said.
“Now they work with us as a
team. I can't tell you how won-
derful it is.”

While he has accomplished a
lot, Pace said he sometimes has
reservations.

“When the board asked me to
be the chief, I was actually quite
sure I didn't want it,” Pace said.
“With the pressure I'm under,
I'm still not sure. I feel obligat-
ed.”

Pace has dealt with mysteri-
ously disappearing or misplaced
equipment. While supporters of
the department said this is trou-
ble caused by former members,
Pace said there is no proof.

“Fighting fires and car acci-
dents are easy compared to
some of the headaches 1 get from
some former members,” Pace
said. “If they truly cared, they'd
leave me alone.”




Small town,
big ruckus

[ Fire chief
hit with -’0

petition AQN\;} O\'\q
% J
By Jm Rice =
Staff Writer

~ LITTLEFIELD, Ariz. — A peti-
tion alleging mismanagement of
the Beaver Dam/Littlefield Fire
Department has ignited tempers
in the two communities.

The petition, which has been
circulating among residents for
several weeks, charges the
department with favoritism and
rampant spending of taxpayer
money.

It calls for the resignation of
Fire Chief Clayton Bell and the

resignation of Bell's stepson,
Rusty Wilson, who is chairman of
the fire board and senior fire-
fighter.

The petition also requests a
recall election to select new fire
board members. The board over-
sees fire department activities.

The department is responsible

for 58 square miles, running from
the Utah to the Nevada state
lines. It is an all-volunteer fire
district supported by local tax
money.

“We don’t understand why any-
one would want to destroy some-
thing that is working so well,”
Sharon Bell, fire department dis-
patcher, said of the petitions.

Bell, wife of Chief Bell and

See FIRE, Page 3A
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Wilson, Doun Smith, Steve Berry, Chuck Moon, Elmer
Barnes, Sharon Bell, Tony Cluff. Kneeling are Perry
Buoy and Nick Lucas. In back are Rhonda Draper
and Jolynn James. (Spectrum / Nancy Rhodes)

LITTLEFIELD, Ariz. — Despite petitions calling for
the removal of Fire Chief Clayton Bell, board President
Rusty Wilson and the fire board, the volunteer depart-
ment is sticking with its leaders. From left, front, are Bell,
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Bunkerville team
(Clark County).
However, it needs a
new engine and
requires a lot of
mechanical attention
when it does run.

The community
found another
engine to put in the
rig, but cannot pay
for the labor to have
it installed.

Another problem
faced by the ambi-
tious crew is the
concern for fire
training.

“Bunkerville Fire
Crew has agreed to
help us train in fire
and safety and CPR,”
says Pelkey. “They
have taken very good
care of us, but now
we would like to take
care of some of it ‘
ourselves.” Robert McClure and Maxine Pelkey, Scenic residents, stand beside the Scenic fire truck.

et

Spectrum photo / Liz Le2
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Fully Involved

At 8:16 a.m. Sunday morning, April 9 the
Mesquite Fire Department was called out to
this house fire on Mountain View. The fire
department arrived at 8:20 a.m. Deputy Chief
Dave Peterson said the owner had been restor-
ing a Pontiac Firebird in his garage and was
going to take it out for a drive when the car
caught fire. The fire quickly spread throughout

Photo by Susan McAllister

the house. Homes on either side were evacuat-
ed and sustained no damage. The home was
estimated at $450,000 at current construction
costs, this does not include the contents of the
home. Both occupants had made it out of the
property when the fire department arrived.
Mesquite Police Department responded to
assist with traffic control.




~ Academy Cadets

Two Mesquite Fire Academy cadets practicing a "Ventilation" scenario.

Photo Submitted

Mesquite Fire
Academy Underway

. Desert Valley Times
The Mesquite Fire
Rescue Department Fire
Academy has begun. The
Academy is run in a Para-
military style and is
~ designed to take individuals
with little to no fire related
experience, and give them
the training and tools to
become certified firefighters.
The Academy runs for
nine weeks and is held every
Saturday. The cadets, upon
successful completion of the
intense Academy may be eli-
gible to become reserves with

Mesquite Fire Rescue.
A typical day for the

Academy begins with physi-

cal fitness at 6:45 am. The
exercise regimen is conduct-
ed by Firefighter/Paramedic
Clint Nowery and is
designed to teach the cadets
the necessity and importance
of physical fitness during a
firefighter’s career.

The agility course is com-

prised of realistic evolutions

such as climbing ladders,
carrying ladders, and drag-
ging hose. Each cadet must
pass the Department’s phys-

ical agility course by the end
of the Academy. '
After physical fitness the
cadets practice “turnout
drills.” The maximum
allowed time to have full
turnouts and a  Self
Contained Breathing
Apparatus (SCBA) adir pack
on is two minutes. “This
exercise usually provides for
some intense and sometime
comical competition between
cadets as well as the full-
time staff,” said Fire-Rescue
Captain Jason Hanor.
* see ACADEMY page 10




From page 1
Hanor noted Cadet
Lustig holds this years
Academy’s best time at 1:19.
The remainder of the day
is used to learn topics and
required evolutions such as
fire behavior, ropes, building
construction, hose, fire con-
trol, and fire extinguishers.
Some of the evolutions
taught include ventilation,
water supply and search and
rescue. 2
This past Saturday, -the
cadets spent the morning
learning how to use ground

ladders to rescue trapped
victims. Cadet DedJoria said,
“Performing the ladder res-
cue evolution was easier
than I thought.” Saturday
afternoon was spent learning
how to vertically ventilate a
structure. For many cadets
this was their first time to
use a chain saw, let alone
make a ventilation cut on a
roof.

If you are interested in
becoming a firefighter, or.
have any questions, please
call the Fire Rescue
Department at 346-2690.
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Mesquite Fire Chief Derek Hughes

 Dennis Lee, Desert Vulley Tlmes

-Barnum,

Another in a series of pro-
files of city staff.

DENNIS LEE

Desert Valley Times

erek - Hughes,
Mesquite’s fire chief,
was born in Pocatello,

Idaho and had been coming

to Mesquite since he was
born. His grandparents on
his mom’s side, the Barnums,
lived in Mesqmte

“I can go to the cemetery
and see my Grandpa
Barnum, my Great Grandpa
and my Great
Great Grandpa Barnum who
is buried there.

‘_fSo I have just a few roots
here

here in Mesquite,” said
Hughes.
“We’d come here in the

it Sa.ger St

summers, and on the holi-
days, Christmas and Easter.
And so when my parents got
divorced in 1982, my mom
brought us to Mesquite to
live.

“l went to school here in
Mesquite from sixth grade. I
can’t remember what the
population was at the time,

but I know it wasn’t over

2,000. But I enjoyed growing
up in Mesquite. I en_]oy a
small town. '

“When I got ont of high
school one of the guys asked
me why I haven't joined the
fire department.

“Now, my dad worked as a
paramedic in Idaho, but I
don’t remember growing up

as a kid wanting to be a fire-

fighter. But I really liked it,
the training and all. It’s one
of those things that either
you like it or you don’t, and I
really liked it.

Desert Valley Times

hief’s roots in Mesquite

our fire department has
grown, in adding new sta-
tions, along with new person-
nel and equipment,” he said.
“Being involved in plans and
purchasing, along with fire
prevention, and watch both |
the department and the com- |
munity grow. I also enjoy
working with a great team at |
City Hall. ‘

Another reason he hkes
the job is that it changes con- |
stantly. ; |
- “Tt is different this year
than it was last year, and it
will be different next year

~ he said. “I enjoy watching it |

evolve.” -
“It’s amazing to look back
to where we were 12 years
ago and then see where we
are today. Who would have

- thought that Mesquite would

have two stations with a new
station being planned and

7bm1t (m the Industnal sec-
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time. at the water district,

and also working as a
reserve for the fire depart-

ment. Then in 1995 I was

hired full-time at the city
and the city hired the first
full-time fire chief, so I was
able to see how it all worked
from the ground up.

In November, 2000, the fire
chief’s position became avail-
able, so Hughes applied for

it, was tested and was hired.

“The reason I put my name

“in to be chief is that it was -

the right opportunity at the
right time,” he said. “And
things just came together
where I was able to work my
way up through the depart-
ment, and at the time the
department only had two
full-time fire ﬁghters and a
chief.

He said one of the good
things about being in a
smaller department is that
he can be involved in train-

- ing, yet still go on emergency

calls, or suit up and go fight a

West Ploneer Boulevard)?
And I wonder, what will this
all look like in another 10
years?”

Derek is married to Amber
and has four boys, and as
much as he enjoys being a
firefighter, he enjoys being a
husband and father even
more.

“Now, I'm not downplaylng
my role as fire chief, but I
believe that I am a husband
and father before I am a fire
chief” said Hughes.

He also enjoys outdoor
activities such as hunting,
fishing, hiking, and playing
ball, “and I enjoy doing it
with my family and friends.”

He said the job has its
demands.

“Being a fire chief is a real-

~ ly busy job,” he said. “I have

to do the budget, and that’s a
year long process. It’s keep-
ing track of the stations, and
the construction of the new
station, and personnel mat-
ters. You really do some of
everything.

» see HUGHES page 18
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Firefighters Ball to honor Heide Smith

DENNIS LEE
= Desert Valley Times

The Mesquite Firefighters
Association will honor Heide
Smith at the second annual
Firefighters Ball on May 9.

“What an amazing night
this year’s Firefighters Ball
is going to be,” said Len
DedJoria, MFA president. “We
have the opportunity to
honor one of Mesquite’s
finest citizens.”

Greg Lee and the Eureka
Hotel and Casino have part-
nered up with MFA to help
host the event, which will be
held in the Grand Canyon

Ballroom. The doors will
open at 6 p.m.

“We found it necessary to
change the date due to con-
flicting city activities. We
want to make sure that
everyone who would like to
share in this wonderful
evening will be able to,” said
Dedoria.

Tickets this year will be
$50 in advance, and can be
purchased at local Mesquite
merchants or at Mesquite
Fire Station No. 1. The
evening will include a raffle,
as well as a live auction with
proceeds supporting the

MFA Children’s Charities.

Last year, with help from
the community and Jadde
Sports, the MFA was able to
give new shoes to more than
200 children.

In addition, the MFA is
offering at least four $500
scholarships to high school
seniors wishing to attend col-
lege or who are pursuing a
degree in emergency services
and health care related
fields.

The Mesquite Firefighters
Association -is 501-¢3 non-
profit organization and all
donations are tax deductible.
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The training tower at the new fire station.

New fire station
opens to public view

BOB CHALLINOR

Desert Valley Times

ire. Chief Derek
FHughes remembered
standing on top of a
hill four years ago gazing

down into a wash squeezed

between two bluffs.

“] heard: ‘This is where
we're going to put it.”

Hughes was referring to
his first look at the site for
Mesquite Fire Station No. 3.
Today, Hughes will be lead-
ing tours at the new facility
following an 11 a.m. ribbon-
cutting ceremony. The fire
~ station is located at 3 John
Deere Rd, across Pioneer
Blvd. from the Do It Best
distribution center.
Firefighters will serve bar-
becued burgers free to the
public.

“For the last three or four
years, I've gone through the
whole building process — the
conceptual drawings, de-
signs, all the city depart-
ments signing off on the dif-
ferent components,” Hughes

for

But it’s a new beginning
Mesquite Fire and
Rescue. The self-contained
facility, which sprung up in
the narrow canyon, is like
fire department compound.

“It’s  like
house,” Hughes said. “You
have bedrooms, kitchen and
bathrooms; but you also
have offices, bays and train-
ing rooms.”

The facility was built by
Pride Construction as part
of the joint development
agreement the company had
with the city.

The training tower rises

four stories high farther
back in the canyon.

Fire station bays have
enough room to house
ambulances, a ladder truck
and'a fire engine.

“The other station has
four bays, but they weren’t
deep enough to park an
engine and ambulance back
to back,” Hughes said. “This
is much deeper. We had to
deSLgn the bulldmg with the

p o

: Iand ice machine,”
‘said. “And we’ve got places:

puilding a
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And plenty of StOl’dg\_
space F1reﬁghers can store
iEMS supplies in an air-con-
ditioned room away from
the bays. A fire storage
room houses foam and
'hoses. The Breathing Air
LRoom contains a large air
compressor used to fill fire-
/fighters’ air packs. The sta-
‘tion also has an electrical

~ \room.

& “We’ll have a work bench
Hughes

to put our turnouts and
‘bunker gear.”
| Speakers suspended from
the bay ceiling announce
pages for fire and rescue.
\The speakers automatically
'adjust the volume to the
noise level in the bays.
Adjacent to the bay are
workout, laundry and mop
Tooms.
“We have a door directly

| to the bay from the bed-

rooms,” Hughes said. “When
you get the night calls you

| don’t have to go through a
' maze to get to the bay.”

The south section of the
station houses dorm rooms,

| baths and showers for three

shifts. There’s a modern

' kitchen with four refrlgera—

. tors.

“They’re here 48 hours
straight,” Hughes said.
“Two days on and four off.
Each shift has its own
refrigerator.”

Naturally, the kitchen

range comes with a fire sup-
pression system; nothing
more embarrassing than a
fire station burnipg to the
ground.

Adjacent to the day/dining
room is the crew office, con-
ference room, resource
library and a place to store
medical records.

“Thls is going to be our

nnntan? Hiuichaoco

ning here, too. They’ll
e access to the training

.ter, but not to where the

efighters live.”

A large training class-
room with two partitions (to
divide the room into three
sections) serves the fire
academy and EMT classes.
The city could use it as a
training classroom, too.

The lobby/reception area
at the entrance of the sta-
tion fronts a hallway lead-
ing to training and EMS
offices.

“I thought: Let’s have a
little prog'rammable space
here for expansion,” Hughes
said. “The community i§
growing.”

The fire station also

comes equipped with a

backup generator.

The fire tower, built with
steel and concrete, is locat-
ed about 250 yards deeper
in the canyon.

“We have a four-story
tower with a two-story
annex and a one-story burn
room with moveable mazes
and a standpipe system,’
Hughes said. “The burn
rooms have a special liner
made for them. It can take
temperatures up to 2,000
degrees. We have thermal
couplers to know how hot
the ceiling temperature is,
and it allows us to control
the heat. We can burn class

1 materials — wood and
straw, those types of
things.”

About 50 yards from the
training tower is the city’s
record storage building plus
a smaller storage/restroom
structure.

“We haven’t moved in the
furniture yet,” Hughes said.
“There’s still a ways to go.
We need phones and com-
puters, so we won’'t be run-
ning calls out of here next
week, but it will be fairly
soon.”

After waiting four years, a
fow wesaka maore will be
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