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09 April 2016

Dear 

99 years ago this morning on Easter Monday 09 April 1917,

in the snow and rain, the men of the 14th Battalion (RMR) -

as part of the first assault wave of the entire Canadian Corps

- rose out of their muddy trenches and began advancing

towards their two objectives.

Prior to their attack they had moved into position, and

according to the first volume of the Regiment's history

(pages 143-144): 

"...a few days earlier, on 05 April 1917, the 14th

Battalion (RMR) moved forward to Maison Blanche,

completing occupation at midnight and moving

forward again on the following day into front line

trenches (Thélus Sector) with Headquarters in Bentata

Tunnel.  This vast cavern, electrically lighted and

provided with side chambers and passages, was used to

shelter troops during assembly for the Vimy attack."

Until the end of April 2016, you

can see some of the carvings

and etchings that the men of

the 14th Battalion (RMR) and

other Canadian units left on the

walls of these tunnels.  3D

printed replicas are on display

as part

of CANADIGM's  Souterrain Impressions exhibition

at the RMR's armoury in Westmount. Admission is

free of charge, the exhibit is open 7-days a week
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until 28 April 2016.

More from the Regimental history about the assault on

Vimy:

"Sharp at 5:30 a.m. the attacking waves of the

Regiment stepped over the parapet and advanced

towards the German front line, which at the moment

was suffering the destroying wrath of a marvellously

placed barrage.  In the ensuing hand to hand fighting

the Royal Montrealers soon established superiority, but

the enemy, by clever use of his machine guns, forced

payment for the ground torn from his grasp."

Vimy Ridge was the deepest advance the Allies had made in

over two years of war.  The Canadians had shown how a

carefully planned, rehearsed, and subsequently well executed

assault could lead to victory.

The RMR and the entire Canadian Corps was victorious at

Vimy Ridge, however the price of victory was high: the RMR

itself lost 98 killed and 176 wounded on that one day of

battle, which was close to half of the Battalion's effective

strength at the time. A total of 3,598 Canadians were killed

taking Vimy Ridge with another 7,000 wounded.

If you ever find yourself in the area of Vimy, please take a

moment to visit the 80 RMR boys who are all buried

together in Plot 1, row A of the Nine Elms Military Cemetery.

We will remember them.

Colin Robinson, CD

Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel

The Royal Montreal Regiment
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