Load of Debt Lifted, Woman s
Organization Now ans
Handsome DBuilding Dbear=-
in g Appropriate Name —
Splendid Address of Presi.
dent Mrs. L. G. Rhodes.
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Standing upon the rostrum ot the |
Scott elub assembly hall, with a back- |
ground of beautiful flowers and ferns |

|

to add to the effeet of the picture and !
facing an audience of 180 ladies and |
gentlemen, members of the club and |
their husbands, Mrs. L. G. Rhndes,‘;
president of the club, last evening
publicly burned the mortpage of $450
on the building and property of this
organization of South Haven women, !
obliterating the last sign of obligation |
and, with emotions of satisfaction
difficult to conceal, made it known to .
those gathered in honor of the:
occasion that the members may now |
say, in ail confidence, “‘this is our
club building.” |
As the last vestage of the document;
~rumbled into blackened ashes in her
hand, she closed one ol the (‘lt"-,"t‘,'l"(ﬁs’[';
soliloquys, il the term may be used, §
ever heard in this city and her well’
modulated voice, in toneés of deep
carnestness as she continued a very |
appropriate “swan - song’’ to the|
slowly disappearing token of finaneial !
obligation, could be heard distincily
in every corner of the assembly hall. .
A round of applause from every per-!
son present indicated the general!

satisfaction felt at the final success of |
the efforts of members and E‘riends%
in clearing the club debt.

Mrs. Rhodes has been one of the
mcst active members ef the club in

engineering its finances 10 the sue- .

|
|
F
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cessful conclusion of last evening. |
Not only as president of the ciub, but
heecause of her untiring energies {o

bring about this end, was the hontm
of desiroying the mortgage given her
and that she performed lrer part inl a _
admirable manner, puts it

most

milély.«
A beautiful bouguet of ¢lirysanthe-

mums was presented her by Mrs. |
E. A. Hartman, wlio, in a few well |
chosen words expressed the appre-
ciation of the club of a)] her efforts as
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president and -an influential
member and gave her much of the
credit due for the final happy out
¢ome,

’rior the
mortgage, Mrs
jollowing happy address, one of the"
best responses of a very fine OrogTram _i
of toasts, each of which was referred |
to by Mrs. R. T. Pierce, toastmistress
of the evening, in charming |
manner:
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burning
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Longfellow in “Hyperion” said: |
“Look not mournfully into the past:
it comes not back again. Wiselv im-.
prove the present, it is thine. Go
forth to meet the s';l'md'nwy future
without fear and with a manly heart.”’
But there is no occasion tonight for
us to look back mournfully into the

past, it is rather a time for rejoicing,

In connection with the burning of
the mortgage | bave. been thinkingo
of clouds and sunshine. The debt 1

have likened to a eloud —the liftino of
the debt, to sunshine.

Debt is always a cloud, while it
may give au impetus to work, urging
us ever on toward the goal—the pay-
ment of the debt. Yet our main
object is the raising of the debt and
all thought of progress or advance-
ment for the time beino is laid aside,
and thus our resolufions. to branch
out or altempt new lines of work,
are (in the words of Shakespeare)
“sicklied o'er with the pale cast of
thought, and enterprises of great pith
and momeut with this belief, their
course turn awry, and lose the name
of action.”

But now the debt is paid and the
cloud is lifted, and our beautiful little

lti'lub house stands free of debt, a

monument fo the untiring efforts and

| Renerosity of our members and their

!msbands, bless them for thus open-
‘Mg their pocketbooks.

And after the clouds comes sun-
Shine. The sunshine brings with il
warmth qnd cheer:

tbses {e leaves an
Dlirst fGl‘th;

Causes gl

it animates, it §
- d blossoms o} |
itimparts new life and § |
hature to rejoice. "
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it should bring
of its members:

the |
Rhodes made the]

its meetings should I“_q' 1 help and an
inspiration, robbing life of its dull |
monotonous grind, which is the ex-
serience of so many housekeepers, |
whose life does not go_beyond their |
own home. [ say the meetings|
should be a help and an inspiration to |
every member, but the influence
should not end here--to fulfil its true |
mission as a club, it must not be self- |
centered, but must reach out, striving
to bless and help the life of this
community. It should touch all the'!
different phases of our loecal life—
social, civie, moral. Its motto should
' be ‘‘not to be ministered unto, but to
minister; not to be served, but to
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Serve.
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There are those who tell us :hnt?
the door . of opportunity is never
opened but once and if not entered |
then all hope is gone, but [ prefer m,

accept the thought in ihe following |

|

| coine |

VErses, -

They do me wrong wha say
no more, |
When once | knock and fail to find |
you 1n, |
t'or every day | stand outside vOLL
iirmr
And bid you wake and rise to fioht!
| and win.

|
?
|

|
:
L h lik >
'Laugh like a boy at splendors that!
have sped, ;

To vanished joys be blind and deaf 4
| and dumb:
M}-" ]udgmenrs seal the dread SHEY |
| with ifs dead, |
iBlli never bind a moment vet fo
Coimne. ,

i

‘ And so for me the burning of this |
:lllm'tga‘ge means opportunity for |
 service, for enlargement, for broad- |
‘ening and widening of our mental!
vision, and of greater service and l
benefit to the community at large.. .
Early in the 3veuing it was evi-

Y L N R
dent that assignment of member
t0 gommittees could not Liave been
more happy, for every arrange-
nent had bcen made in a way to
Insure the complete of
the affair.

| The decorations both in the par-

“ors And in the dining room were

10 the height of good taste, their

: Smplicity giving to buth rooms a

i Okarm as. of a well-appointed home.

| Cat-flowers, vines and autumn

SUCC=:=ss

|leaves had been freely used in poth

rooms, together with rugs and flags
in the parlors.

The sapper, both as to viands
and service, gave ample evidence
that the Soott Clob ladies are
thoroughly versed in the practice
of the culinary art, and that they

have put into application 10 their

own kitohens whatever they bave
Ilsarned at the clab.
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Carnes was called apon for the first |

toast, and there was none whatever
after ber opening remarks. Mrs.
(arnpes was 1ntroduced by the
§ ioastmistress as one who had
| been ‘A Tower of Strength to the
| Club,”” and before prooeeding to
| respond to the tcast, *‘Our Club,”
Mrs. Carnes remarked that she
i had beard it said that ‘‘you could
lell 2 Scoté Club member auny-
| whera but you couldn’t tell her
i uch,”” an observation that brot
i shouts of laughter from members
{and hushands alike.

“THE REAGiNG ceop:
- THRTY YEARS KB
\

| Eight Ladies Met at L yckman Home

.~ Interesting rata of" Obs{aclu Met
and Overcome by Early Founders,

Senti nent of Original Poem on
Club True Today. '

\ and Organized First Literary Ch b,
!
1

The following interesting history
of the Scolt Club was given at the
banquet - last evening by Mrs. G. D.
Carnes and proved to be one of the
most interesting and entertaining re-
Sponses on the program. Mrs. Carnes
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stand, divided we fall.
O t"]iili irw;
our building is

' TOWI),
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and our

(o the community.

'he building has cost between seven
{hﬂll‘*-.t!h{ al!r“:il“%
188Y, at the clese
Mrs. Histed, of our
and loved members,
a very appropriate original
[ quote these words:
our weekly meetings
triendship there's gain,
brichter and stronger
each link in the chain;
W hile seeino the faces of friends
old and new,
We hear and give greeting to
those tried and true;
fcach week in our reading some
knowledge we gain,
And store it for use as the farmer
stores grain. v |
With all the changes that are now
taking place, in-our ideas, in our
‘amusements, and in our education, it
seems strange that these words
'should be just as applicable today to
-this club as they were then.
fact proves that we have stood united.
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In the fall of 1883, eight ladies met!

in the parlors of Mrs. A. S. Dyckman

‘and organized what we called at thath

‘time ‘“The Reading Club.”’  After the
fashion of the American rush and to

the great annoyance of some of us, §
our club was often spoken of as thel

“Read.”” Mrs. Dyckman was chosen
president. . L think all present were
Loiven some office. I was secretary,
‘We had a treasurer, although there

' were no dues and not a cent in sight.

Before this, Mrs. Geo. Rooers and [
| had met several times and” had read
aloud to each other, icoking up the
-words which we could not pronounce
- This we did becaysge we had fUllnd“il;

the meetings of the Literary
!the need of knowing )
Correct pronounciatio

We read Scott's N0y
‘the name Scott Clyp
this fact.
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| amples of flirst-class Irish wit on the
part of Mr, Delemer and Mr. Myhan
| The first lines of an original Poem
' which Mi‘- LDyckman wrote l”‘[ffllll
| “When Ladieg’ Literary are in need |
of a dictionary,”” 8o you can imagine|
soime ol the sly hits we received .for|
enticing them out by promising 3|
. unml SUpper. |
It was a very stormy night. No
:-,iill'.“d."i]”{ cleaning was heard of i
“lhusml:ws. and there were not so
many sidewalks as now, but [ think
| nearly every one was there.
I We held our club meetings in our
homes and thisdictionary wasa heayy
' proposition to carry about. One day
Mrs. H. M. Avery came in bearing in
her arms the new dictionary in a
areen felt bag nicely mitered at the|
corners, so that it fitted the book. |
' On this bag were the words “‘Scott|
 Club” in large letters embroidered in
,red. I'his was the first time [ ever
 heard the name applied to the club.
Mrs., Pierce
thrusts at the
tl
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SOoOMme QiIever
maseniine half of

1@ audionoe, called uvpon Mrs., S.
H: Wilsun to respond to tha toast,

“*Oar Husbands.” and the latter

roasted and toasted the hgsbands
and the wives impartially and
thoroly. She referred tc the patt
in olub affairs played by several
of the husbands, and she suggest:
ed that the lighter tweal at home
on Tuesday night account for the
Masons having such frequent and
| hearty lunches after their meetings
Tuesday evenings.
In more serious .
 farerd to the assistanoe, socith
moral and tinancial that the ht?h-,
bands render the and she
paid a five tribate
bauds of carlier days
to start the movement that brot
the buildine. and to [those Ol
later yerrs fur their loyalty and
helpfalcess. ‘
Romwarking that the S0OEL Club
members were anxious to Know
what others, especially their hus-
bands, thot of them Mrs. Pierce
oalled upon Sapt. A. D. Prenhce|
to respond to *‘What. the Scott)
Clab Sleﬂns to South Haven.
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