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ven suwosed o favor ma-
g Kansasa lree State. South-
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soon afterward.
Mr. lke says that often it
though there

.| seemed as was,

nodnng bnl polif n the Ter-
ritory, no discussion was

started that did not end at the
Planters’ condition pre-

ers’, where a ci ga
er to see it out. If the winter
times were lively, trappers,
wagon trainmen, and people

1| from the surrounding plains

gathered in Leavenworth and
elections were held on the
slightest pretext, often merely
for the attending excitement.

e of the most exciting in-
cidents in the history of the
Planters’ House was the capture
and liberation of Charley Fisher, | t

a slave who ran away from
mutrr in  Kentucky. Fisher

ed | was employed in the Planters’

House barber shop when a pro-
lhvery man who knew that he
notified his

npon it nth disfavor and
finally their dislike of the house
resulted in an organization to
build a Southern hotel to be
cllhdthtl’lan!m House.
In Noyember, 1855, a sub-
ltﬂghol list was started by H
known_as "H
m who was killed dnnng
the of Morristown, in
1861, 'hlle commanding the
Fifth Kansas Cavalry. One con-
dition at the hud of fhe sub-
nenphon rr that the
“hotel should be controlied by
Southern men and on exclusive
Southern principles.” When this
T was presented to Territo-
nnr it met with
strong owuluon and they re-
fused to conmtribute. Among
the number was H. Miles Moore,
the pioneer from whom was se-
cured much of the information
in this article. Mr. Moore and

of opinion came near being set-
tled with pistols.

money was secured

to make a good start, and Mr.
W. H. Ihuull ol the wagon
ﬁ% of Russell,
Myers & lddell fnmuhed the
remainder. e main building
was erected in 1856, and the ho-
tel was run on “exclusive South-
ern principles,” that is, no
known Free Soilers were re-
ceived as guests, nnm 1858,
when it was sold to Len T.
Smith and Jey Rice. The latter
still lTives in Leavenworth.
Smith and Rice were

from Hu:higlu, and Free Soil-
ers. They ran the hotel seven
years uul made money, except
dnnn( 1863, when there was a
dmuxht The policy of

ors was to en-

mmu. and the latter came on
from Kentucky to take him
back. Fisher was arrested un-
der the fugitive slave law, and

arose at once_between
lhe abolitionists and Southern-
ers, he abolitionists refused
to allow Fisher to be placed in

pending a hearing before a
Umled States _commissioner.
After much parleying it was
agreed that two abolitionist and
two pro-slavery men should guard
Fisher in a four-story room in
the Planters’ House until a
hearing could be had. At 1
o'clock in the morning of the
first night a dozen abolitionists
entered the hotel to take Fisher
away. he guard refused to
give Fisher up, and barricaded
the door. Not to be outdone,
the abolitionists battered down
the door and the barricade and
then Fisher refused to go with
them.

There was high feeling the
following day, and threats were
made that unless Fisher was
surrendered the hotel would be
burned. A company of aboli-
tionists went to Kickapoo and
clpmred the old brass cannon,

Kickapoo, from the Pro-Slavery
Rangers of that place, who were
taken unawares and did not
have time to gather. The
cannon was brought close to the
Planters’ House and unlimbered,
and to protect the property Fish-
er was hurded away secretly un-
der guard. ring the recess in
Puhet'l hearing before the com-
missioners the next day the
United States marshal, James
MacDowell, was called to the
rear of the courtroom and the
prisoner was hustled downstairs
and away in a buggy at hand for
the purpose. He was not re-
captured.

A notable night at the Plant-
ers' was the joint debate be-
tween Gov. son and Mark |

- | Parrott. Great preparation was

The abolitionists were
mad because they accepted pro-
slavery men tests, and the
Southern mnp-t
fended because Messrs. Sm
and Rice were at heart Nonh-
ern abolitioni: But the house
was run in first-class style and | bat
it soon had plenty of patronage.

presence of two classes
of guests, each bitterly contemp-
tuous of the other, gave use to a
unime plan of conducting a bar.

‘The barroom and billiard hall
were in the basement and two

kinds of politi ed bartenders | The doors ai

were on duty mgu
One was an abolitionist, the
other of course was pro-slavery,
while a “free mgger." as Mr,
Rice puts it, broke the ice and
did a ter’s work. By this
Planters’ caught the

sides. When a

man
cnife down in the top

‘bar and m"lcln
of Mason |

‘man _north
’s line!” the drink
“told him that was the
him. A

x %

ith | another purpose

it, and instead of
from the balcony of
hotel, a special platform was
put up. Mr. Rice did not like
Y atform idea, feeling that
umber might for

fore  the
night was oyer. In this he was
right. Parrott opened the de-
bate, and there was turbulence
uring his speech, which was
fiery, and in closing he worked
his” partisanship up to a high
p:tcll;e"snbmly kdltr (:ov.hkln-
son speaking a rush was
made and the platform was

made for
akinj

stone stairway on the

of the lohl the
'ﬁwﬂn the boy hlc'k.l‘d .
in‘d.:onm thereby -d-:c?l'l‘;
It was at the Phltul' that

ly lmrt. nd on bemu p
remarked:
less way they have of sh
around here.”

Mr. Rice tells of another shoot-
ing bee between Col. Anthonmy
nnd Bob Miller, which” ended in
neither being hit. And ne of
the hottest eltchon riots that
ever took place at the Planters’
wus between partisan friends of

ame Col. Anthony and Jim

is | MacDowell during one of their

contests for may hat night
all the fixtures in the barroom
were destroyed and the dining
room was badly damaged.

While the war was in progress
the proprietors had much trouble
with Cy Gordon's guerrillas.
The river was not as wide then
as now, and Gordoun,s band
would gather on the sandbar
and shoot at Col. ! llwny s
building and the Planters’. often
breaking windows.
guerrillas were around guests
were not put in the cast rooms.

Another wild night at the
Planters’ was when a mob of
Leavenworth Germans tried to
Iynch a man named Gordon who
had murdered a German in Den-
ver. The murdered man be-
I and
wembers of the same society in
Leavenworth decided to take the
law into their own hands. Gor-
don had been arrested by Sheriff

of Denver, and the
s aboard an overland

with his prisoner when | ;

the mob cut the traces and tried
to take Gordon. Meadows re-
sisted and finally got his prison-
er back to the Planters’ House,
where he was guarded during
the night by a committee of fifty
citizens.

The last tra;
ers’ was the killing of Dan Smith,
a brother of Len T Smith, one
of the proprietors of the hotel by
Lattin, on March 17, 1879. The
men qunﬂelled over a horse and
began to ﬁgl Smith used a
hatchet, while len had a pis-
tol. Smith was shot in the breast
and Lattin was cut in two pla-
ces. Lattin was a brother to a
former mayor of Lervenworth.
After an exciting trial he was
acquitted.

But if thete was occasional | (]
fighting around in the hotel
there was also plenty of fun. A
couple of stories concerning the
enrly day proprietors was printed

astern paper about fifteen
)tm ago. Here is the first
one,

. "We Janded in Leavenworth

n 1866,” says Col. Weldy of the
(ulen- Republi n aremi
cent way, "and secured em| gloy-
men!  with the Kansas

Comp.ny whose office was um s

the Plauter’s Hotel, at that time
an hostelry for your whi l.

llld under the lnmuf
Jep

he big dme. 3

ith, an Lambert, u;ok
second place to none in the
West.  As we recall lht day we
smile in contempt at t

be sports of this day.

sample of the wly J J Rice
P}lyed them: He owned a pair

broken down and torn to plecu. :un

nd windows of the
lower part o( the , or -
room side, were smashed and a
fightin nob took possession,
Capt. *ma[h who had a record
in those days as a fighter, and
who is now a well-known resi-
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way

after they Iud we-t a le' houn

with the ‘officers at the fort—Jep
about the jum,

b
e n!h team., [h}:i

"It's a damn care-

y at the Plant- h
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