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The Famous “Blind”” on Main
Street.

NOTED ‘UNDERGROUND RAILWAY’

Fugitive Slaves Were Stored in
the Passage-way.

CAPTAIN MATTHEWS' RESTAURANT.

———————

HORACE GREELEY AND QUAN-
TRELLSTOPPED AT THE
‘““BLIND.”

—_——

4 Joe Craig, a Fugitive Slave, Who Was Hid-
- den in the Tunnel and an Old Cellar
for Twelve Months, Visits the City

and Finds His Long-Lost Mother—

His Return After Forty Years’

¥ Absence Recalls the Bor-
F der Ruffian Days.
t

—————

George Craig, of Grinnell, Ia., lolt
Leavenworth Saturday after a week’s
- | visit with relatives and friends who he
has not seen for nearly forty jears.

Craig was in the city in the early days
when Kansas was going through her
great difficulties. He was only here a
s | year, but in that twelve month probably
In | underwent more sufisring than has been
n | the misfortune of any one person.

Craig told his story to a TIMES reporter

Baturday.
- He was born aslave, the property of

Doc Beaumont, of Platte Co., Mo. Lynch
& Wise, traders of St. Louis and New
* | Orleans bought him in 1857. He was 19
- | vears of age. The traders took him to St.
Louis and later to New Orleans. Craig
- | realized that a Southern owner meant
perpetual enslavement; he had hopes of
e3cape in the north. He was put on the
block and sold. The purchaser had him | 4
examined and the physician found de- | ¢
fects in both eyes. Craig was returned to
the traders. The defects were caused by
his own hand; he rubbed tobacco jaice in
the open eye. 'Fhe traders sold him again,
The buyer returned him. This operation
@ | was repeated seven times, and no sale
could be made to stick. Despairing of
r | disposing of him, he was returned to
Missourl. In 1858 he escaped to Leaven-
t | worth. Captain Willlam Matthews took ]

him in charge, and Craig was given re-
fuge in the ‘“‘tunnel.” )
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THE TUNNEL.

Opposite‘the new “Leavenworth’’ hotel,
then the ‘“‘Planters’, was & high-toned
boarding house operated by Captain
Matthews. An old ruin of the founda-
tion now remains thore. A. W. Whitney,
of Adrian, Mich.,, and H. C. Johnson,
then of Leavenworth, owned the prop-
erty. Matthews paid them $75 a month
forrent. The boarding house wasa‘‘blind.””
In the 1ear, concealed by a secret door,
was ‘“The Tunrel.” 1t had been dug atu
the expense of Colonel Anthony and
other abolitionists, and extended
about fifty feet to the west. Under-
ground quarters were provided {for
half a° hundred people. As
many as sixty siaves had been in hiding
there at one time. It was called the ‘“‘an-
derground railway,’”’ fugitive slaves being
kept there until the coast was clear to
Lawrence, when they would be smuggled
over there by night, thence north to Iowa
Point and East through Iowa and other
northern States. Wherever an Abolition-
ist could be féund who needed heipa
slave was left. The little bands would
thus proceed Eastward gradually grow-
ing smaller until all were provided with
homes. The leaders would then return
to Lawrence.
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CRAIG’S FLIGHT.

In the spring of ’58 Craig escaped to
Leavenworth. He was considered valua-
ble. Eighteen hundred doliars was offer-
ed in reward for him, but he could not be
found. The reward was increased to §2,-
00C to anyone who would tell when Craig
was to bestarted for Lawrence or the
north. Bat he could not be had. About
this time several slaves belonging at Fort
Leavenworth were given refuge in‘ the
“‘underground railway.” The Dragoons
then stationed there were ordered out
and Matthews’ place searched. Colonel
Anthony, however, had gotten wind of
the proposed search and bad Craig re-
moved to the cellar of the building now
occugled by J. W. Crancer & Co., Sena-
tor Baker and others at the corner of
Third and Delaware strests.

THE TIMES was also published there.
Craig was etowed away in the cellar.
The Dragoons searched in vain, but per-
sisted and at irregular intervals the tan-
nel was inspected. Craig was kept im
that cellar for three!weeks and off and on
for a whole year. (He, in compary with
friends visi the cellar Friday.) The
slave men malatained such a ailigent
search for Crsig, and so clerely patrolled
the road to Lawrence, that it was the
spring of ’59 before he could be smuggled

learned of his relatives in Leavenworth.
mmm.ﬁ found his mother,
Mrs. Jamima Craig, who lives with her

Policeman Craig, in West
the Union Station
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