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ADVENTURE OF A FUGITIVE.
From Our Specisl Correspondent.
LAWRESCE, K. T., Dee. 15, 1356,

In the small tract of Indian territory which lies
to the south-west of us, & new phase of patriarchal
life presented itseif, in which Slavery of tie most
orthedox pattern has attained an extent that is
startling, when the slender population is consid-
ered. There the semi civilized Creek and Cherokee
Iudians bave fixed their quarters. There would
certeinly be notbig startliog in the idea that the
indolent ard warlike aborigines should take to
slave-owning, but in this instance the apread of the
** peculiar ipstitution™ has originated more from
the colonizing efforts of the slavery-extensionists in
the slave States, than from the natural impulse,
For many years has this effort to plaut slavery
nmot g the Indian tribes of the Territories been most
sedulously followed.  Long befure the repenl of the
Missour: Restriction was supposed to have thrown
Kunsas open to Slavery, slaves wers introdunsed
nmong the different tribes of this Terriory. A few
Indians  smong the Wyandots, Shawnees, and
severnl other tribes, becsme slave owners, but the
institution never flourished, sud very vigorous ef-
forts to plant it were atiended with but slender
success., Amoug the Creeks and Cherokees, the
cave is different.  Some of the ebiefs and head wen,
own from one to two hundred. One of the Rosses has
one hundred and forty—and poor is that Iudian who
Las not at least five ** niggers.”

Among these Creeks and Cherokees there ean
scarcely be said to be an aristoeracy of color, The
distinetions between tawny, brown aud black are
vo great deal st best, and even these nice shades
have been Jost by an intermixture of races, which
bas gove on for years, until the distinction has be-
come lost. Not omly has a bybrid race sprung
from the prostitation of the negro women by their
Indian masters, but Indian women do not consider
it beneath them to marry or live with men,
This state of affuirs, together with the wild region
where they nre loested, and the less than half eivil-
ized charseter of the Indians themselves, has given
a very peculiar character to this phase of the **do-
mestic institution,” The slaves of these tribes
would hardly do to sell into the esne or cotton
fields of Lonisiana or Alabama. They have got a
little anift of the free air from the mountains, are
more bold and restless, and but for two things—
the fact that they are generally well treated and
the difficulty of inding a way of escape from this
wilderness-girt region—this Cherokee Slavery
would not last long.
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I have just had a conversation with one of these
who made his escape last Summer, He is a bold,
independent-looking specimen, His father was a
negro and his mother an Indian woman, and bLe
say# be was by right free.  According to the theory
of nefm descent by the mother, I suppose this is
strictly correet; but interest, when it enters into
couvtliet with even wrll-established opinion, will
overtirow it, and even more powerful obstacles,
Aund o Williameon—that was the ngme of the man
- =—was the slave of nomebodg.

Last Summer, some of the Creek Indians foupd
it necessury, or made it suit their couvenience, to
go to war with their neighbore, the Camanches.
As the Camanches are not to be trifled with, an
old Creek Chief, who with a handful of men was
evdeavoring te bold his own in Western Kanaas,
hemng sorely pressed, sent to the Creek and Chero-
kee Nution for assistance. The result will illustrate
Cherokee Slavel(':y. The Indians persusded their
slaves that the Creek Clief in question prefarred
them as warriors; and aecordingly a foree of nearly
eight hundred, most of them slaves, was (acoordi
to my informunt) muostered for the service.  Glad,
doubtless, to exchange the plow and hoe for
weapons of war, this terrible army marched north-
ward to fight for their masters. With poor ar-
rangeme nts for ambulance and & miserable commis-
sariat, they made but slow progress, A few days
after they started, one or two #laves, who had not
volunteered at first, followed and overtook the cor-
tege. These latter were in turp followed as fugi-
tive slnves, uud were foreibly taken baek—it bei
explained that they could not go, us they bad no
volunteered at first, While this army of slaves
was thus slowly marching northward, a civil war
wus roging smong the white belligerents in Kansas,
W hether from this fuct, or & general desire to gusrd
the iuterests of Blavery, some white residents
among or near the Cherokecs, who were ** sound
on the goose,' used their efforts to the oxr
dition, They told mmhdhn.h ola':)ebo : of hho

danger of tting their slaves to acquire such a
mrﬁe cmihr. und they finally succeeded in
hardening the hearts of these sceond Pharaohs, so
that they ‘‘would mot let the people go.”" After
Laving gone some distanee, the expedition was
overtahen nnd ordered home,
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Among those who went with this expedition was
this man Williamson. Haviog eome #o far to oblige
Lis master, he concluded to journey farther to ac-
commodate bimself. He omped?rom the party,
and succeeded in making his way to Osawaiamie,
at which place he presented himself shortly before
the battle and burnivg of that place in Augast. Al-
though be ecan speak the English Iangnage fluently,
he would not bem{ his knowledge of it, or talk 1o

ything ndian, until he was satisfied
that he was ameng friends. I asked him what in-
duced him to seek the white scttlements in this

quarter.

T heard of the difficulties,” he sai¢, “and that
tbere was mare of liberty in this quarter;” nand
then added, with quiet maoner, ** The whole pasty
would bave come had they known they were so
near, and matters here were as they are.”

Ouly think of such a bybrid addition to Slavery-
ruled and ** black-law -protected Free-Soilisin that
would rule Kansas, But I must briefly state his
adventure, which ocenrred abont s week ngo:

A few weeks ago, Willismson crossed the Kansas
River to the north side, and hired bimsell toa
Free-State man near the Stranger Croek. There
bis principal duty was taking care of & number of
horses.  Eight days ago two Pro-Slavery men
(ruffiaus, rather) that way, snd notiog
o, o et ey g s

rize. As they were pae 8
?poke to bim, znl told bim they were going to Le-
compton. 8 afterward they returned, when
be was st the stable, and rode up. to bim., After
some conversation ome of them eyed Williamson
very sharply, said

“* You g to old Mr. — io Platte County."

“No, Idon't; 1 uever was in Platte County,”
said Williswson.

#Oh, you need not deny it. We kuow you
mighty well, and know all about it. You've seen
the band-bill od‘orin&:nnmd for and describing
1bis man,  said Ru uumber ove to Ruffian num-
ber two, in 8 familiar tove. A 5

“ Yes, and be ‘s just the description,” was the

response. ; )

&?mhw. who is not a -:u w:um?‘ with,
hereupon began to talk very sharp o two men,
and, npa“ he said, “‘told them what Le thought of
thens.”  After s good deal of talk the two men

ulled out their revolvers ard poinied them at
g\’illiuuoo. who stood in the stable door. The
Free-State man, by whom be was hired, was in the

1 bb.htumuhnwa«puwh.er
¥ .:‘l.et me out! dou't shoot me " and having se-

cured bis own persen, ‘l::t,tl‘e other pariies to set-
their difficulties as pleased.
e Tk fore us " ordered oue

«Take the road, and go be
o‘\'\'hl‘l.lim‘on - :o M:ieng:n' :e) m but left the
le snd walked directiy .
"'.'.’6__”“ take the rosd ' shouted “ree

i :d no attention tothem. He walked n.a'ldily
::x'tgotm’houw. One of the men began firing at
Lim. 7 he firgh two shole mimsed fhoic alm, hal ol
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brurh, so that his pursuer lost sight of him.
D:gap:omt«l. ke turved on other who had
remained.  The man was for riding of bat Wil |
liameon told bim if he did be was a man, Al ||
though armed with a revolver, this ruffisn began to |
beg for his Lfe. ‘It was ouly a drunken frolie,” | |
be waid, and declared that ke not shot., Wik ||
lismsor at this moment diseoversd that he had lost |
the cap from bis rifle, in the chase after the first
nan, Lt be ordered the man from his horse and
coempelled him to give up bis revolver, of whigh he
g't possession. He showed it to me. It wasa
ur-inch Colt.  His wound is healing, and he has
besrd o more of the two ruffisns. But such s
“ﬁ'ohc. 18 8 mere trifle for s Kansas ** Law-and.
Order " man. .
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