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PAIR OF RUSTY
HANDGUFFS HELD
BONES OF WAIST

GREWSOME FIND IN THE OLD
PRISON CORRAL IN PLATTE
CITY, MO.

WAS PLOWED UP BY FRAMER

BELIEVED TO HAVE BEEN ON

WRISTS OF SOME SLAVE

BURIED THERE, i

]

Handcuffs, Rusted So Badly That
Chain Has Disappeared, Now

on Exhibition in Times
Window,

A relic of the days when this part
of the country was torn by strife over
the slavery question, was discovered
Thursday by E. Kirkpatrick, a far-
mer of Platte county, Mo., in the
old prison corral at Platte City,
where escaped negro slaves were im=
prisoned before the Civil war days.
The relic is in the shape of a pair
of old fashioned handcuffs, and in~
side of them were also found the
wrist bones, supposedly of a slave.

Mr. Kirkpatrick came to Leaven-
worth yesterday with a wagon load of
produce and stopped at The Times
office and left the handcuffs and as
much of its history as he knew. He
said that he had been plowing Thurs-
day near the old corral of the prison
at Platte City when he uncovered
them. The wrist bones were in both
cuffs, but no other part of the:
slave’s anatomy was discovered,

The cuffs are of an unusually small
size, showing that the slave had very
small hands, evidently being a wom-
an, They are very rusty and the
slot’ where the key was to fit is fill-
ed with rust and the chains had
rotted away, only a particle remain-
ing. The cuffs are now on exhibi-
tion in the front window of The
Times office.

During the ante-bellum days a mili-
tary and state prison was built at
Platte City and all escaped slaves
and federal prisoners were confined
in the corral of the prison. It is
thought that the slave died and with-
“Eut any. ceremony, whatever she was

uried where she died, After years
had passed the corral was abandoned
and the prison vacated, the land bein,
acquired by farmers. Farmers ol
that neighborhood declare that they
have plowed up bones and pieces of
shackles and handcuffs before, but
they were always in bad condition,
this pair of cuffs standing the years
pretty well. = K

Many an interestm¥ story is told
by the old settlers of Platte county
of how escaped slaves were killed or
penned up in the corral like hogs and
without any provocation were many
times shot down.

The slave question is perfectly fa-
miliar with the old settlers of Leav-
enworth and vicinity, for the Kansans
helped to  inaugurate the “under-
ground railway” which helped to car-
ry thousands of escaped slaves from
this part of the country to the north
and Canada, where freedom awaited
them.
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