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Mrs. Harriet Harper, who Hves
with her grandson, Ed. Freeman, at
927 North Eighth street, will be 93
vears of age if she lives till the 28th
of next December, ard she is a fine
exampie of the old-time colored ex-
slave. Folite, and kind, and interest-
inz, one can easily imagine after a
talk with her how great was the at-
tachment that often sprang up be-
tween white children and the colored
“mammies™ before the war. Mr=
Harper was born in Logan county,
Ky., and while she had lived in
slavery the greater part of her life
she never knew what it was to be
mistreated, or sold on the block. She
belongzed to a man named Hardin,
and after his death became the in-
heritance of his son. She married a
man named Freeman who belonged
to a man four miles away, and twice
a weck, after doing his work and his
chores, Freemen would walk the four
miles to see his wife, walking back
four miles hafare davbreak in the
morning. This was all she saw of
him for ten years, during which time
three children were born. Her hus-
hband was then soid and transported
to Liberia, and she says that “it liked
to have killed her.” She never heard
a word from him after that, and at|

the beginning of the war was married
to Louis Harper, and they came to
Atchison over forly years ago. Mrs.
Harper was a famous washerwoman
in her day: JFor twelve years after
they came here, she washed six days
in the week, but kept so well that she |
never took a dose of medicine. Her
husband lay helpless with paralysis
a year and nine months before his
death, and her three children are
dead. Almost ninety-three years of
sorrow! Mrs. Dickey, an ex-slave!
living south of town, calls herself a
“night rider;” She rides out at night
to bring the babies into the world.
Mrs. Harper, when asked if she ever
had a doctor when sick in slavery,
said that when her babies were born,
they always sent for a “granny wo-
man.” She had never heard of the

“night rider.”
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