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AGED PIONEER
FQUINDARO
SINCE 1862

o

Free State by ‘Under-
ground Railway’

—————e

KANSAS CITY, KAS.—(Special
Funeral services for Mrs Moll'e
Lewis, one of the last of Quindaro
township's pioneer settlers, were
held Sunday afternoon, November
6. from the Allen Chapel A. M. E
church, here.

The 86-year-old woman, who had
suffered from asthma for several
vears, died November 4, at the resi-
dence of ner grandson, Charles
“Toby" Grant, 2801 Sloan avenue
She had been at the Grant resi-
dence abhout three months prior to
her death. Previous to that time
she lived in her own quarters at
the home place, 3422 North Twen-
ty-ninth street.

Born a slave, in 1852, in Clay
county, Mo, Mrs Lewis escaped
from slavery into “Free Kansas," at
the age of 10 years. She was able
to recall vividly her escape from
the patrolled Missouri state-line in-
to Kansas via the famous “under-
ground railway." She never met
John Brown, famed abolitionist, but
she was aided by him more than
once. Her entry into Kansas, and
freedom, was through the histeric,
old Quindaro caves,

was Devout Christian

Mrs. Lewis resided in Quindaro
~ym 1862 until the time of her
¢-ath, with the exception of 15
years spent out of the state shortly
after her marriage to the late John
Wesley Lewis.

She was a member of the Allen

Chapel A. M. E. church for 49
years, and was known as a devout
Christian. As she died, according
to Mrs. Charles Grant, her last
words were, “Lord take me into
Thy kingdom.”
She was a member of the Star
of Bethlehem lodge No. 58, O. E
S., and Alpha Court No. 15, which
conducted ceremonial rites at her
{uneral services. The Rev, Melvin
C. Swann, pastor of Allen Chapel,
officiated. Old settlers of Quinda-
ro township, served as pallbearers
Burial was in Quindaro cemetery,
with the Mrs. J. W. Jones funeral
home in charge.

Survivors of Mrs. Lewis are: a
srandson, Charles Grant, where-
bouts unknown; three great-grand-
children, Charles Grant Jr., George
1,ee Grant. and Lottie Grant; and a
cousin, Edin Endicott, all of Quin-

daro.
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