Son of a S|ave—A|one but Nt' Lonel»

Byl Rmhard D. Ralls
the Staft

Weslon—The blackmp road climbs
and dips & few miles north of here to a
weathered 1-room schoolhouse. When
visitors call Lester Anderson hollers
from inside that he'll be right out. Sev-
eral minutes pass before he hobbles to

rw;

The son of a Missouri slave, Ander-
son has lived in the gray frame school-
house 10 or 12 years as a guest of his
former employer. who owns the struc-
ture. Anderson has made a home in the
dimly lit room. along with hundreds of
bees and a dog named Ring.

At 72 years old, his movements are
slow and painful. If he falls, as he has
in the garden, he lies there until help
comes along the road. But there is no

iness or self-pity in Lester r-
son—just a hearty laugh, a ready
memoryand a cane to help him about.

Anderson was 7 years old when
typhoid fever took his mother. a sister
and a brother.leaving 25 children from
two marriages under ;
ter's father, Henry Anderson.

went to work on a Platte
County farm hoeing tobacco. The pay
was a quarter a day. School was a lux-
ury he did without.
ter as a teen-ager, earning a dol-
lar or so a day, Anderson was working
in a tobacco barn loft when he fell. His
right arm and left ankle were injured.
“*Yes, sir—fell right out of the barn.”
Anderson said, glancing at his shoul-
der. “The doctor—he was nothing but
an nld whiskey. loker—he bandaged it
ind gave me some medicine. But it
kept swelling and swellmg and they
found out I had blood poisoning.”

The arm was amputated at the
shoulder Anderson’s gaze dropped to

his foot. ““The doctor, he twisted the
ankle back and said it would be all
right Gave me some medicine to put
onit.

The broken ‘ankle was never set. An-
derson says it is painful to this day.
swollen now more than 50 years.
Empty bottles of Absorbine, Jr., under
his bed. testify to the pain

““The doctor in Leavenworth offered
to reset the ankle (recently)—said it
‘wouldn’t cosl me anything but it'd be
sore for awhile,” Anderson said. ‘T
told him, no, I'd have to suffer a whole
lot more if they reset i

Anderson has fixed himself a bed in
one corner of the old country school-
house. built a kitchen in another cor-
ner and plles m< reluse in a third.

Georg . of Weston, who
has knnwn Anderson by the nickname,

“Soup,” since An came
Hull's father’s farm 68 years ago, said
the school own as the Cox
school and was used as a classroom
until at least the 1940s. He said Ander-
son has worked for the Hulls since then
and was allowed to live in the school
without charge after he retired.

n the front of the home the
bees Swarm “'Bet there’s half a wash-
tub lull of bees in there,”” Anderson
said. "1 can hear them in the house.
Ge".mg too many of them.

“T got a washtub of honey out of
there last time I
though,” he said with a laugh, showing
a plug of Weston-grown tobacco in his

Ahderson has spent a lifetime labor-
ing in someone else’s llelds here, in
uheal, corn or tobacco. his
ther.

¥ v daddy was a slave,” Anderson
said. “‘He told me a man here used to
own him, that they'd take the slaves
out on the block and the high bidder
got them.”

3 Children Hurled
To Ground From
Brooklyn Buildings

New York (AP)—Three children re-
mained hospitalized yesterday. after
being hurled to the ground from build-
ings in Brooklyn.

'Wo_were sisters who were tossed
from the roof of a 5-stery building by
their father. repeating a similar action
two years ago. police said. The father
was home from prison on a weekend

pass.

The third child, Richard Vega. 2.
was tossed out of a third-floor apart-
ment window by his mother, Yolanda
Rivera, 26, in a fit of anger. police
sai

Herman White, 30, the father of the
two sisters, was arrested early yester-
day. Police said he had been convicted
in 1973 of throwing them out of a win-
dow during an argument with his com-
mon-law wife, Pauline Winfree, 52.

One girl, Michele, now 4 suffered a
fractured leg that time. The other,
Pamela, now 5, was not injured seri.
ously. Both were reported in critical
condll::ll\ yesterday in Kings Country

pital.

White, imprisoned for the 1973 inci-
dent. was released from Dannemora
prison Saturday on a weekend pass.

He went to his wife’s home and ap-
proached the girls on the street as the
mother watched from a window.

Police said he took the children to
the roof of a building four blocks away
and threw them over the ledge.

‘Young Vega was listed in poor condi-
tion at Wyckoff Heights Hospital sul
fering from a skull fracture and o
injuries.

Honduran Police
Disperse Marchers

Tégucigalpa. Honduras (AP)—Hon-
duran troops have dispersed a column
of about 12,000 peasants who were
marching on' the capital to demand
land.reform, the military government

Authonus said there was no vio-
lence and the demonstrators were
placed aboard army tucks and re-
turned to their homes in the olancho
Valley area about 200 miles east of Te-
gucis

Some Ieaders of the National Peas-
ants’ Union that organized the march
were arrested, the army reported, and
'some weapons. ammunition and explo-
sives were confiscated. It did not say
how many persons were under arrest
but claimed that order had been re-
ltored in central Honduras.

The march had Tuesd:
five persons were reported Killed and

two wounded in a clash with troops at
Jm.v:a.lpa. the cam‘s] of Olancho prov-
ince.
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Omega Anderson. Lester Ander-
son's half brother, said he grew to-
bacco in the Weston area and was a
grave digger for nearly 20 years be-
fore he retired. He, too, recalled his
father’s talk of slavery.

go.Dad did farm work for 75 cents a

day.” Omega Anderson, 71, said. “‘He
told us he was sold on the block at Goo-
seneck. near the Platte River between
Tracy an en Point (Mo.).
That’s where he was sold. Eight in his
family were sold then, but most went
to the South.”

e is
on a pension, but he

(Staff photo by Wes Lyle)

Anderson said a man named Rey-
nolds paid $275 in gold for his father,
then 7 or 8 years old. Henry Anderson
was sold fo a man named Meeks,
Omega Anderson said, then was
handed down to Meeks’s son-in-law, a
man named Anderson.

“That’s where we get the Anderson
name.” he said. “'After Dad was freed
he kept the name—the last man he was
ownedby.”

The son said his father was 22 years
old when he left the Anderson farm.
““He was freed long before that but he
stayed on. He couldn’t get another job.

It was hard fnr children to get jobs
then.

Henry Anderson died in 1922, Omeg:
Anderson said, trampled by a team of
mules hauling a load of wood.

Lester Anderson recalled driving
teams of horses to a sale barn in Kan-
sas City years ago, leaving about 8
p.m. and arriving 12 hours later. He

tie groups of six horses together
by knotting their tails, he said.

““There wasn’t much traffic on the
road to bother you at night, and it
seemed like the horses traveled
faster,” Anderson said.

““Them days we worked all day for
75 cents and we thought we were get-
ting big money. You could buy a pair
of overalls for 25 cents then. Now you
ce’nﬁ:leven buy a pair for $5. Ain’t that

Anderson lives on $146 a month in
Old Age Assistance.After paying for
the necessities of life, he has $10 or $15
a month extra. This he turns over to
Joe Collison, vice-president of the
Bank of Weston, for safekeeping.
“+People'd knock you in the head for a
dime.” he explained.
erson doesn't mind living alone.
“My brother (Omega ) comes to
mel ovory,. Saburday, (akes me. to
town,” he said. **Oh, lots of white folks
come down and see me. There ain’t too
many colored people out here any-

He passes the day watching a black
and white television or listening to a
radio. He has electricity but no phone.
He naps on his old brass bed, a jumble
of ragged blankets without sheets only
afew steps from a pot-bellied stove.

“Going to hange in the
weather—you watch it,” he said, rais-
+ing himself from his bed. “‘Be raining
soon. My back’s acting up on me.
That'’s a sure sign.”

He said he downs a beer once in
awhile because his doctor told him it
was good for his kidneys. But he can-
not stand overindulgence.

“There was a drunk laying in my
yard the other day. They came and
.threw him in the back of a pickup and
drove away. I don't want people sitting
around here drinking,”

Anderson is proud of the [act that he
has a perfect voting record. He
never cast a ballot in his life.

“T've got friends that's

“OUR GOOD OL’ SUMMER-TIME”

Flats-Midheels-Wedgies-

and Platforms

Regularly Priced to $20

1290

all sales final
Not every style or color in every store

and friends that's Democrats, " he
““The best thing I can do is not
e Nobody gets mad. I'm do-
ing exactly what's right, ain't I You
can’t make me vote.
“T'll tell you,” he says. pausing to
spit out tobacco juice. “I'drather have
my friends than all the money.”

Now TWO Stores
to Serve You
5th & 50 Hiwey €.

NI8-1550
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Dressing in Two Parts . . . . #19
The ease of separates with the dressy look of a
dress. Flip skirt, easy top with lettuce edging and
matching scarf of acetate and nylon jersey. Dark
prints; sizes 101018,

Dresses; Downtown, Suburbs. Phone 471-7515

the jones store company

s100

take your IDICli

from this Garden of Gifts

Wilton Pewter Mug

s 400

Libbey 5-Pc. Juice Set

s 400

Ekco 9-Pc. Bakeware Set

s 400

Witton Pewter Candle Holder

$ 500

Intermatic Timer

$ 600

$300

International Siiver 12" Round Tray

$600

5300

Wilton Pewter Queen's Plate

$700

5400

$200

T OowWwmOoow® >

Libbey 12-Pc."Stemware Set

5800

5500

$300

Rival Can Opener/Knife Sharpener

$10.00

$700

5500

Presto Minute Burger

$14.00

s11.00

$900 | 5400

Wilton Pewter Water Pitcher

$17.00

$14.00

$1200 | s700

Norelco 8-Cup Drip Percolator

2450

52150,

$1950 | s1450

*ARMETALE™
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CERTIFICATES®
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7.75% Compounded Daily — 6 yr. — $1000 min. — Annnll Yield 8.06%
7.79%

yr.
Federal muuhm requires a substantial interest penalty for early withdrawal from certificate accounts.

5.25% Compoundtd Daily Day In to Day Out — Annual Yield 5.39%

All deposits in by the 10th, earn from the 1st.
Open 'til 6 pm Friday, 9

OVERLAND PARK

raieond Canr) gl:wm!vn USA) uncwmmul
Nall Aven Stals Line
643-9050
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MAXlMUM INTEREST RATES

ALLOWED BY LAW ON YOUR INSURED SAVINGS

‘COMMERCE
SAVINGS

AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION

1 pm umu-y, Daily 9 'tl l u pm

TROY WICHITA
202 South Main Street 6321 East Contral
985-22€2 e,
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