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Weston historian Carolyn Larsen is close to completing a book that will
identify 320 slaves buried in that town's Laurel Hill Cemetery.

By DAVID KNOPF
Special to The Star

It's a Friday afternoon and Wil-
liam Jewell College students hurry
to class under a cold, bright sky.

One student — an African-Ameri-
can — follows a sidewalk that runs
beneath a cemetery that historians
say contains the graves of slave-
holders and their slaves. Few of the
slaves’ are marked.

Most with stones are worn by age
and illegible.

Mount Memorial was Clay
County'’s first public cemetery. His-

_torians say its northern end served

as a burial ground for African-
Americans, many of whom had
been bought and sold at the court-
house several blocks away.
“People came to settle this area,
and of course they brought their
slaves with them,” said Cecilia Rob-
inson, a professor at William Jewell
College.

Robinson discussed local African-
American hxslory during a recent

Robinson'’s talk was the last in a se-
ries of hlswry and preservation

seminars sponsored by the city of
Liberty and Historic Liberty Inc.

Hlstorlans dlg up lessons on slavery

“There are so many people who
don't know this history, who'll
never know this history until some-
one writes it down,” Robinson said.

Robinson wrote a 13-page chap-
ter for Liberty for All: Celebrating
175 Years, a 2004 book marking Lib-
erty’s 175th birthday. Her informa-
tion on African- ican heritage

can, but as an individual," said
Langhorst, who recorded Robin-
son’s talk for use on an Internet
blog he makes available to stu-
dents.

A good place to begin leaming
about local black history is the work
of former Liberty resident Gary
Fuenfh an historian and

was gleaned from written records
and oral histories gathered over 17

years.
“Once smnwmtmgonu.ns
lukegold.” Robinson said. “Some-
mnesmdspendmodaysonone

Muchofwhalsheinundhmym
to reach the general population.

Phillip Millan, a Liberty eighth-
grader, said slavery and local black
history were discussed at school,
but in the most general terms.

“We'll talk about it once in a
while, velymrdy sandMAllan.an
African

preservationist.
In an article titled “A Short His-
tory of the Institution of Slavery in

In 1824, slaves accounted for 11
percent of Clay County’s 2,035 peo-
ple. By 1834, the figure had grown
to 16.5 percent. Slave holdings
peaked in the decade before the
Civil War, Fuenfhausen said, with
34 percent of the 1850 population
consisting of “captive African
A men, women and chil-

Robmson s talk.

Eric Langhorst, Millan’s history
teacher, said the required curricu-
lum for the American history class
he teaches is guided by state grade-
level expectations. How teachers

“lmuymgtoreadasmudlasl

dren.”

“In 1360, the average number of
slave houses per Clay County
owner was 1.2, with 4.3 slaves per
house,” Fuenfhausen wrote.

Slaves were sold on the court-

See GRAVES, Page 14
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Most of the graves in Laurel Hill Cemetery are unmarked.

GRAVES: Historians

uncover stories of slaves

Platte County Historical Society

Continued from Page 3
e e researcher Laverne Taulbee said

‘ house steps in Liberty and Platte Carroll Township's 1850 popula-

City, and on Main Street in Weston  tion of 2,777 people included 384

and Parkville. On a single day —  slaves. Carroll Township included

Jan. 1, 1859 — $20,000 exchanged Platte City, the county seat.

hands in slave transactions in Lib- Platte County volunteers are
Although slaves often used onlya  tory, but little is organized — and

first name — or took the last name  almost nothing written.

i i ing documents, Taulbee

Although some graves are marked, tavemn basement once
most are not, Larsen said. Her re- served as a “halfway house” be-
search of court records and other tween Platte City and Weston.
documents will help identify who's  Slave owners, Dresser said, would
buried there. i

here and they needed all the slaves  Taulbee, Larsen and Robinson

agree that time is of the essence.

Not all African-Americans buried “I think it would be wonderful if
in Laurel Hill were local Larsen our children could leam the history
found a number were transported  we're discussing, both the African-
to Weston from elsewhere in Platte  American children and white chil-
County. dren,” Robinson said.
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