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KENNETH J. STRICKFADEN 

853 - 26th Street E0.4 

Santa Monica, California Ro- 650-8590 
~EX-5-2435- 

828-1256 Limamaron Shep. 469- 4372 

EB. 14, 198 fiahctn. mee spuuce ? : : OFoaton - 142 E SPRUCE 8 TS 
F i WnGse woop CA.90301. G7t-2073 - ~ 

| HEREBY CONSIGN 50 PIECES OF ELECTRICAL 

SHOW EQPT. TD ED.ANGELL*4ANICE NEWMARK, 

OF"DIMEN SION 5° WITH THE UNDER STANDING 

THAT THEY WILL SHARE THE PROCEEDS FROM 

THE SALE» RENTAL> REPLICATION OR USE OF 

THIS FRPT WITH JOKNOFOSTER ONA 50-50% 

BAS\S. IF THEY DECIDE. FOR ANY REASON TO 

TO RELINGUISH THEIR \NTEREST. THE FOPT. 

WILL BECOME THE SOLE PROPERTY OF 

SJOHNOFOSTER Kent 9 Shick 

AGREED: Le. AA PecB 
v 
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The personal papers of Ken Strickfaden 

were given to John 0. Foster, by Strick, A a for John's keeping and any use he might 

have for them. 

Before anything was done, John passed 

away. The papers became the property 

of John's widow, Lois M. Foster. 

Mr. Harry Goldman, Tesla Coil Association 

President, due to his close association 

with Ken Strickfaden and John Foster, has 

been given the papers, with my full accord, 

to do as he sees fit. They are to be the 

sole property of Harry Goldman. 

May 23, 2000 
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DEMONSTRATION oF 
SPECTACULAR ELECTRICAL AND MUSICAL APPARATUS. 
SCIENTIFIC PRINCIPLES PRESENTED INAN 
INTERESTING EDUCATIONAL allie"! 

MUSIC FROM THE AIR 
BLAGK LIGHT. 

DEF YING GRAVITY. 
BIG BERTHA MODEL 

i® OPERATION. 
AUDIBLE NEART BEATS 

METAL DISCS 
FLOATING IN AIR. 
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nus OVER LIGHT BEAMS. 
>HOTO-ELEGTRIC AND 

; 9US TUBE EFFCTS 
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URING FANTA: STIC tF 4 MACHINES SUCH AS 

\ R, HARMONEYE 
COSMIC-RAY DIFFUSER, PROTON SELECTOR, 

WHICH WERE USED TO PRODUCE EFFECTS IN 

FRANKENSTEIN, SIX HOURS TO LIVE, FOLLIES, 

SHERLOCK HOLMES, DR.X. JUST IMAGINE, 
CHANDU, VANISHING SHADOW AND OTHERS. 
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Fig. 2. An Interesting Temperature 

Chart Which Shows Graphically All 

We Know About This Subject. The 

Shaded Area Indicates Relative 

Known Facts at Each Temperature. 

At 6,000° C. We Know But Little, as 

Becomes Evident. 
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Kenneth Strickfaden of California has made an outstand- 

ing reputation in recent years with his exhibition-demon- 

stration of spectacular electrical equipment and devices at 

such places as “Electrical Age Exposition”, “California 

Pacific Internztional Exposition”, “Canadian National Ex- 

position” and “Eastern States Exposition”. 

He will demonstrate the generation of electricity, radio 

beacons; phosphorescence and fluorescence, radiant ener- 

gy, photo cell, stroboscope; music will be played on the 
Melodyne and Harmoneye — the most unusual musical 

instruments ever demonstrated. 

y Fantastic machines especia!ly created for motion picture effects are used to portray heantiful 

high voltage spark patterns. Perhaps the most spectacular display is the million volt resonator, 

with its impressive sight of delicate and powerful tongues of energy. A great deal of humor 

and avjlience participation is employed to keep the interest and response at high level. 
Docile house current is transformed into high voltage which is sent to some weird looking ap- 
paratus to create electrical feathers on the Multistributor. Electrical lace starts to emanate from 

the giant resonator. The sparks grow as a living tree of lavender fire and culminate in an awe 
inspiring sight. 

It is a demonstration of spectacular electrical and musical apparatus, presenting scientific 
principles in an interesting and educational entertainment. 

ai 

All sorts of strange and mysterious effects, such as Black 

light; pyrogeyser; spark beats; hearing molecules in mo- 

tion; thunder storms produced in miniature; educated 

firecrackers; speaking crystals. 

These unique inventions and performances involve many 

profound principles of science. They are like visions into 

the realm of the unknown. Witness the Gravity Neutral- 

izer and Stratismobile. 
Boys, girls, and adults alike, thrill at this exposition of 

science as presented hy this Electrical Wizard! 

Tt is not only highly entertaining. it is instructive and educa- 

tional. It is prophetical of the possibilities of future de- 

velopments and inventions in the field of science. 
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DowASr eLEGSTRIC 
ELECTRICITY UGHT of MAGINEE RED 
COLOR MUSIC SODND | ssremsxmsme  INTREPRETAINME NT 

NTA MONICA, CALIFORNIA 90403 
TELEPHONE (213) 828.4256 

YEAR OLD INFIRMITIES MAKE ITADVIS 
OR MY LABORATO 

TOARESPONSIBL CIPIENT TAKES LAB ANDITA’ 
AREASONA 

TO SALE*RENTAL* USE * REPLICATING * EXHIB 
THE LAB ISTHE 

THINKER Y= LIBRARY: ENGINEERING FILES*RECORDS DRAWING. 
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KENNETH J. STRICKFADEN 

853 - 26th Street E0.4 

Santa Monica, California Ro- 650-8590 
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The personal papers of Ken Strickfaden 

were given to John 0. Foster, by Strick, A a for John's keeping and any use he might 

have for them. 

Before anything was done, John passed 

away. The papers became the property 

of John's widow, Lois M. Foster. 

Mr. Harry Goldman, Tesla Coil Association 

President, due to his close association 

with Ken Strickfaden and John Foster, has 

been given the papers, with my full accord, 

to do as he sees fit. They are to be the 

sole property of Harry Goldman. 

May 23, 2000 
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ELECTRICS! 

THE (TULTAVOLUED CAREER OF 
HENNETH STRICHF ADEN 
by William Ludington 

icture Fu Manchu (Boris 
Karloff), the Frankenstein 
monster (Karloff again), and 

Chandu the Magician (Bela 
Lugosi) — all bathed in electronic num- 

‘buses of light. Think of all the death rays” 
of departed Saturday afternoon matinees 
that destroyed a thousand cities. 
Remember the cxotic laboratory of the 
villainous Emperor Ming in the FLASH 
GORDON serials. Think of those and a 

host of other electrical marvels and you 
have the work of one man — Kenneth 
Strickfaden. His was the mind of a thou- 
sand volts. . . and same of the most 
‘highly charged’? special effects 
Hollywood has ever come up with. 

Most dabblers in the realm of electrici- 
ty have probably, at one time or another, 
constructed what is known as a Tesla 
coil. Named for its inventor, Nikola 
Tesla, the Tesla coil is simply an induc- 
tion coil used to develop a high-voltage, 
high frequency, oscillatory discharge. 
Kenneth Strickfaden, a veteran of the 
First World War and an electrical hob- 
byist, made these things in his Santa 
Monica, California home for the amuse- 
ment of himself and his neighbors. He 
also built other electrical effects, all of 

which had been originally discovered and 
perfected by Tesla befure the turn of the 
century. These included the ‘“‘Jacob’s 
Ladder” effect with its ever-ascending 
tiers of electric flames between two 
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diverging wires; electric pinwheels with 
their exciting gyration of sparks; elec- 
trostatis gencrators demonstrating 
lightning and St. Elmo’s Fire; and on 
and on. As with Tesla, his spiritual men- 
tor, this young hobbyist always strived 
for bigger and better effects. The way in 
which they were constructed displayed a 
certain sculptural quality reflecting the 
Art Deco style of the period. And so it 
was, that around the year 1930, the great 
megaphone of Hollywood called his 
name. 

When Strickfaden arrived in Holly- 
wood his peculiar talents were im- 
mediately put to use for minor electrical 
effects in a number of movies. The ad- 
vent of sound in the movies certainly 
opened the door to many creative and 
exciting possibilities for such effects as 
those presented by Strickfaden. His first 
film job was to produce a realistic sound 
of a condemned man being executed in 
the electric chair. Two thousand volts 
repeated four times, with five hundred 
volts in between, has been the grim pro- 

cedure required for this execution. To 
obtain this sound he passed a high fre- 
quency current through a block of wood. 
The wood offered a resistance to the cur- 
rent and made a sizzling noise with a 
resulting wisp of smoke that drifted lazily 

across the set. After this ominous debut 
he was then assigned to blow up a tree 
with a bolt of lightning. This was 

% 

as 

relatively simple. He ran some wire up a 
prop tree. The wire was connected to a 
high voltage generator. When it was 
turned on there was a flash of light and 
the tree crashed, demolishing in its path a 
native hut. For another film he rigged up 
a rotary spark gap for a wireless station 
sound effect on board a ship. An ap- 
propriate sound resulted when he con- 
densed a high voltage spark. The elec- 
trical stunts became more difficult when 
he was called upon to build a machine 
supposedly capable of emitting a ray that 
would interfere with the ignition of an 
automobile. The ray machine was a box- 
like cabinet composed of various lenses, 
bulbs, coils, and dials. Although it was 
only a prop it appeared as though it was 
capable of strange activities such as emit- 
ting all kinds of rays. 

In early 1931 a film version of Mark 
Twain's A Connecticut Yankee in King 
Arthur’s Court was released by Fox. This 
was the first sound version, with the title 
shortened to A CONNECTICUT 
YANKEE; it starred Will Rogers. 
Strickfaden created for this film a gigan- 
tic and mysterious radio set that sup- 
posedly had the power to bring back the 
sound of past ages. He called it “the 
retrogressive wave charger’’?. When it 
was used in connection with a high fre- 
quency generator it produced artificial 
lightning. 

The film with which Kenneth 

a! 
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FRANKENSTEIN showing some of the gadgetry invented by special effects wizard Kenneth Strickfaden. 

Strickfaden has been most closely 
associated is Universal’s classic horror 
production, FRANKENSTEIN (1931). 
The script of FRANKENSTEIN called 
for a laboratory where lightning from the 
stormy heavens would be captured and 
channeled down into the inanimate 
monster (Boris Karloff), restoring him to 

life. For this Strickfaden built an ap- 

paratus based on the principle of the 
horn gap and designed it as the ‘‘Light- 
ning Bridge’. He was aided in the con- 
struction of this and other laboratory 
gadgetry by Raymond Lindsay and 

Frank Graves. Raymond Lindsay usually 
worked as “‘chief electrician” for a firm 
called “Scientific Films, Inc.” Frank 
Graves had worked for Universal Studios 
since 1915 as their ‘‘chief electrician’’. 

The construction of this particular set 
with its ‘‘lightning bridge’’ and other 
flashy effects necessitated moving half a 
ton of equipment over the Monster’s 
operating table. It was very difficult for 
the three electricians to work up there as 
they did during the famous life creation 
scene. According to Boris Karloff, in an 
article called ‘‘Memoirs of a Monster’ 
(Saturday Evening Post, November 3, 
1962), he was quite uneasy doing this 
scene. Karloff lay half-naked, strapped 
to that operating table and directly above 
he could see these ‘‘special effects men 

brandishing the white-hot scissors-like 
carbons that made the lightning.” 

Karloff concluded by saying that he 
“honed that no one up there had butter- 

fingers!’’ Rumors about this fantastic set 
and its electrical effects made people 

curious. As a publicity stunt, Universal 
invited people from all over the area to 
come to witness the electrical pyrotech- 

nics of the Frankenstein creation scene, 
This, and Boris Karloff’s makeup as the 
Monster, gave the film its long celebrated 
trademarks. 

Next there was a low-budget film 
called MURDER AT DAWN (Big 
4-1932), and “‘old dark house’’ mystery, 
where Strickfaden built a device used to 
harness the sun's energy. It was called a 

“DXL Accumulator’’. 
After this he worked on CHANDU, 

THE MAGICIAN (Fox-1932) starrring 

Edmund Lowe and Bela Lugosi. This 
was a silly, but rather artistic, occult 
thriller directed by the set designer, 
William Cameron Menzies. Strickfaden’s 
contribution to this production was a 
disintegrating death ray. Studio officials 
wanted sparks to appear all over the large 
tay gun, and as the infernal machine was 
destroyed, the barrel was supposed to 

melt and an electrical control handle 
burn off and fall to the floor. To ac- 
complish this, huge amperages were 
needed to produce instantaneous heat, 
and a complicated and delicate resonator 

apparatus was used to create a spark six 
feet long. For this scene to be photo- 

graphed it was necessary to hoist the ap- 
paratus overhead, thus making matters 
very difficult. The ray gun, and its 
photography, provide one of the most 
memorable scenes in this movie. 
A much more spectacular picture, 

made with Strickfaden’s electrical effects 
and properties, appeared toward the end 
of 1932. This was THE MASK OF FU 

MANCHU produced by MGM. Boris 
Karloff, on loan to MGM by Universal, 

portrayed the evil Oriental scientist. Dur- 
ing a scene in this picture Karloff as 
“Fu’’ was to transfer a six-foot 
1,500,000-volt are from the ball terminal 
of a piece of strange apparatus to the 
presumed sword of Genghis Khan as a 
test of its authenticity. Approaching the 
roaring machine he was to calmly inter- 
cept the awesome spark on his long 
Chinese fingernails and channel it to the 

sword. If this was truly the sword of the 
Great Khan it would not melt but would 
withstand the high amperage. For this 
purpose a sword made of brass and 
another made of gilded wax and 
magnesium powder were employed. 

Strickfaden was required to double for 
Karloff in the sword-testing scene. 
Karloff would have no part of this stunt 
which he considered too dangerous. 
Trick photography was ruled out for the 
scene, so Strickfaden, who occassionally 
doubled actors in handling his electrical 
devices, dressed up as Fu Manchu taking 
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every possible precaution. A wire con- 
cealed under the Oriental costume was 
run from long copper fingernails to the 
resonator apparatus ground through a 
safety gap. At this point the director 
called for action. A low hum from the 
apparatus grew louder as the are 

developed from the electrode to the tips 
of the copper fingernails. The spark was 
reaching its full intensity and Strickfaden 
was on the verge of tranferring it to the 
sword when, suddenly, he did a con- 
vulsive back flip with the fire still flowing 
from his fingernails. Immediately the 
electricity was shut off, the camera stop- 

ped rolling and the stunned man was 
helped to his feet. The problem was soon 
detected. It was a smoking cable that car- 
tied 70,000 volts from the transformer to 
the rotary gap. The cable had been punc- 
tured. An ensuing arc was formed across 
the flooring to a pipe underneath. The 
circuit was completed up through 
Strickfaden’s body along the wire on his 
arm to the safety horn gap which broke 

the circuit and averted possible elec- 
trocution. After repairs were made and 
the cable moved, a final take was com- 
pleted without further difficulty. The 
only sensation experienced by 

Strickfaden during this incident was that 
of a strangely painless flash of light. 

However, his back became sore and this 
lasted for some time. 

One other spectacular, fantastic prop 
used in this film was an electrical death 
tay gizmo. In the climax of the movie, 
Fu’s infernal machine gocs haywire and 
destroys him and his followers. This con- 
traption was very similar to the 
disintegrating death ray in CHANDU, 
THE MAGICIAN, 

Then along came the preposterous 
serial called THE LOST CITY 

(Krellberg-1935) utilizing such 

Strickfaden equipment as a large death 

ray, a machine to destroy people’s wills, 

suena 

Some of Strickfaden’s most spectacular 
special electrical effects appeared in THE 
MASK OF FU MANCHU (1932) — 
especially the scene where Karloff 
transfers a powerful electrical spark fram 
his hands to the sword of Genghis Khan. 
Here, Karloff and Myrna Loy examine a 

Death Ray Machine. 

television, and miscellaneous gadgets. 
Later in 1935 a sequel to FRANKEN- 

STEIN was released by Universal. This 
was BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN mak- 

ing use of practically all the same lab 
equipment used in the original 1931 pro- 
duction. 

During the next year, 1936, Strick- 
faden did work for at least three produc- 
tions. He equipped two gadget-laden 
serials. For the serial, FLASH GOR- 
DON (Univ.-1936), he fitted out the 
laboratory used by Dr. Zarkov on Planet 
Mongo. More lab equipment and gizmos 

were in the serial THE CLUTCHING 
HAND (Stage & Screen-1936), And 
strangely enough his equipment was used 

. 
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to stock another mad scientist*s 
laboratory; this time for a B-western en- 
titled THE GHOST PATROL (Puritan 
-1936) starring Tim McCoy. 

There have probably becn other films 
and serials made in the Thirties where 
Strickfaden and his equipment have been 
involved. Sometimes his name is seen in 
the credits and other times it is not. But 
his equipment is usually recognizable. 
Among many films with equipment 
resembling Strickfaden’s are the serials 
THE VANISHING SHADOW 
(Uniy.-1934), THE FIGHTING DEVIL 
DOGS (Republic-1938), and features 
SON OF FRANKENSTEIN (Univ. 
-1939) and THE DEVIL BAT 
(PRC-1941). 

Strickfaden’s initial stint in Hollywood 
seems to have ended by the Second 
World War. No sign of him can be 
discovered until long after that period. 
With changing styles and the possibility 
of over-exposure of his equipment in so 

many films, his services may have been 
phased out to make way for fresh talent. 

While working in Hollywood Strick- 
faden also carried on a sideline activity. 
Between pictures he would load up his 
movie props and high voltage apparatus 

ona custom trailer of his own design and 
take them on tour. His electrical circus 
included music over light beams, electric 
snow, artificial lightning, photo clectric 
and gaseous tube effects. 

Kenneth Strickfaden, now well into his 
eighties, still travels around California 
with his collection of electrical gadgets 
giving lectures and demonstrations at 
high schools and colleges. His name and 
reputation grow more popular with film 
buffs every year. About ten years ago he 

was called upon by Hollywood to once 
again render his peculiar talents and 
equipment in the production of several 
films. In the lurid, low-budget horror 
picture entitled DRACULA VS. 

Two shots of the fabulous Strickfaden designed laboratory in FRANKENSTEIN. Much of this equipment was used later in THE 

BRIDE OF FRANKENSTEIN (1935) and more recently in Mel Brooks’ YOUNG FRANKENSTEIN. 
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Fu Manchu wields the sword of Genghis 

privacy). 

the last half century. 

Spring, Maryland. 

FRANKENSTEIN (Independent- 
International—1971) he created some 
fresh special effects involving a magical 
lightning ray ring worn by Dracula. A 
few years later he allowed his original 
Frankenstein equipment to be used again 

for the laboratory scenes in the Mel 
Brooks’ comedy, 
FRANKENSTEIN (20th Fox-1974). 

Recently it was learned that Ken 
Strickfaden had moved and changed his 
telephone number, People had been call- 

ing and writing to him from all over the 
country asking him if he wanted to get 
rid of his machines, This is probably 
insulting to him since he must obviously 

cherish these gadgets (as well as his 

YOUNG 

The kind of films that incorporated 

strange electrical effects always made a 
difficult job for a technician like 
Strickfaden. These films called for 

| authentic apparatus that would perform 
seusational displays usually possible only 
in large electrical research labs furnished 
with expensive equipment. Not all the 
gadgets seen in these movies, however, 
were required to work — many of them 
just sat around filling in space and look- 
ed atmospherically impressive. Strick- 
faden was expected to have in stock a 

| wide array of every kind of apparatus 

that might be needed. If he did not have 
it he would go home to Santa Monica 

and build it overnight. Many pieces of 
| apparatus were used over and over again 

if in different films, sometimes. slightly 
| altered or disguised. Quite a few of these 

pieces were originally used in the 1931 
FRANKENSTEIN picture. Strickfaden 
did have names for some of these things 
such as the “DXL Accumulator’, 
“Lightning Screen’’, 
“‘Retrogressive Wave Charger’’, and the 

“High Amperage Pyrogeyser’’. And 
they’ve all glowed, pulsated, hummed, 
crackled, and sparked their way into the 
hearts of millions of movie fans for over 

“Dynascope’”, 

William Ludington lives in Silver 

LIMITED EDITION MARBLE ART 

INDIVIDUALLY 
PACKAGED 

ACTUAL SIZE: 
4x4x hb 

No one face is more symbolic of Hollywood or the 
movies than that of the legendary Charlie Chaplin. This 
handsome rendering (from an original ACS cover painting 
by John Tibbetts) is finely engraved on white marble and 
is of a limited edition of 100. The mold has been 
destroyed and there will be no more cast! 

The classic etching captures Chaplin as a young and 
old man and is truly a versatile collector's piece. It may 
be framed for use as a handsome wall decoration or used 
as a coaster, desk ornament or wonderful conversation 
piece for your coffee table or book case. 

It is the first in a series of ACS limited editions andisa 
classy and eye-catching gift or personal item. . . your way 
of saying ‘I love the movies.” 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

CITY/STATE/ZIP: 

Please send me ____ limited edition Chaplin renderings at $12.95 each 
ors set(s) at $40.00. (Orders will be filled by postmark dates while 

supply lasts.) 
Make checks payable and return to: 

American Classic Screen 
8340 Mission Rd., Suite 106 

Shawnee Mission, KS 66206 

Check One: 
LI My check is enclosed 

C1 Charge to MasterCard 
O Charge to Visa 
Credit Card No. 

Expiration Date: 
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1979 SCHICK SUN 
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ALATTER-DAY MERLIN WHIPS UP MAGIC IV MUS GARAGE FOR THE HONS 

TV GUIDE JULY 23, 2966 

Herman Munster (Fred Gwynne) at the electronics panel. Left, Strickfuden. 

Grandpa (Al Lewis), through a glass dizaily. 

CAG 

Munster Magie/ continued 

auto axles. It doesn’t melt ‘em; 
it vaporizes ‘em.”" 

Though @ ¥ ht grow 
a little suspicious, Strickfaden 
maintains a dead pan os he ex- 
pounds, He goes on (o suy that 
while his inventions are put to- 
gether with salvage materials— 
from parts of atrplanes, cars, 
electrical gadgets—to him the 
‘end product is priceless and in- 
valuable, “After all,” he says, 
"this is my Ii 

As for cr brooks 
none. After all, who is to sa) 
him nay, no matter how erudi 
lectronically. As he puts’ it, 

“im way out in the future. So 
nobody can question me and say 
something isn’t authentic.” 

TV GUIDE JULY 23, 1966 

FOR 
The 
RECORD es 

New Network: The birth of a new 
commercial network was announced in 
New York last week—the fourth for 
the US. and the first since the estab- 
lishment of ABC-TV 18 years ayy. 
Daniel H. Overmyer, president of the 
Overmyer Compaiy, Inc., giant ware- 
house organization, is chairman of the 
new broadcasting setup, the Overmyer 
Network—to be known as ON. 
Scheduled to debut on the first 

Monday after Labor Day 1967, the 
network will feed its affiliates news, 
sports, public-service and entertain- 
ment programs eight hours daily. 

Oliver E. Treyz, former president 
of ABC-TV, will be president of the 
new network. He was quoted as say- 
ing it would offer cultural program~ 
ming of a type not now being offered 
by the regular networks, but he 
tempered this with a further state- 
ment that: “Our first objective is to be 
competitive with other networks.” 
Overmyer has lined up 35 stations 

thus far, expects to have 100 by debut- 
day, The Overmyer organization. also 
includes six UHF stations, a news- 
paper, a bank and other enterprises. 

Jumping the Gun: ABC-TV, after vig- 
orously exploring the possibility of 
starling its 1966-67 season vue week 
earlier than the already announced 
Sept. 11th, said that it would definitely 
kick off Sept. 6, the day after Labur 
Day. In doing so, it will be repeat- 
ing its 1963 and 1964 practice of 

iY ting in the garage of his Santa 
LD Menico, Cal., home, surrounded by 
lathes, drills, motors, books ond file 
cabinets, Ken Strickfaden, 70, insists 
hie electronics spacioleffects business. is 
now a hobby. “i's a hobby | can ride 
instead of the hobby riding me. How- 
ever. | sometimes ask myself, ‘Why am | 
doing this when the lawn needs mow- 
ings My wile also usks tht.’ 

“Retired” since 1960, Strickfaden 
must admit that his business is more 
than @ hobby. Though he is not as active 
as he used to be (he hos been creating 
electronics magic in Hollywood. since 
the days of silent movies), he still man- 
ages to throw off sparks, weird lighting 
effects and electronic flashes for movies 
and television more than occasionally. 

At left he is shown working on some 
gaudy effects for The Munsters. The de- 
scriptions are his: 

At the far left, the balklike object 
on top of the cone is what Strickfaden 
calls 0 “broinwasher." It controls a 
mind the way a“'mad scientist controls a 
zombie.” Below this is an “aurora gen- 
erator cyclotron,” the purpose of which 
is 10 “create images that look like the 
Hollywood Bowl with teeth in it” 

The flashing circle is a “lightning 
screen.” “Each flash lasts 40 millionths 
of a second. .... It’s used for studying 
the human aura, the emanation from a 
human.” 

The object that might be the skeleton 
of a coffee urn, with flames inside, is 0 
"plasmatran.” “W's been used in a lot of 
movies os laboratory equipment that cre- 
tates or gives lite.” And the spark-issuing 
“pyrogeyser” in front of Strickfaden is so 
hot, he says, it “vaporizes continued 

hy” 

Western New York State Edition 

starting its season ahead of its two 
rivals. Last year the debut race ended 
in a dead heat. 

Oops! Slipped!: Two of television's 
more acrobatic heroes came a cropper 
at widely different points of the com- 
pass. Filming in Mexico City’s Chap- 
ultepee Park, the newest Tarzan (Ron 
Ely), slipped while swinging from 
vine lo vine, aud was huspilalized for 
a broken collarbone and two frac~ 
tured ribs. Thus far Ely has sustained 
multiple scratches and bruises, twisted 

an ankle, pulled a leg muscle and 
slipped a disc, Said he manfully 
his hospital bed: “This could easily 
have happened to the real Tarzan.” 
(The real Tarzan?) ... And in New 
York, the city fathers, on behalf of 
creditors and for other considerations, 
were looking into the flop of the 
“Batman Concert,” which, complete 
with Adam West and a regiment of 
rock ‘n’ rollers, had played at Shea 
Stadium before only 3000 people at 
each of its two performances. Two 
other shows were cancelled. 

And Furthermore: The warm season 
in no way slowed down television’s 
propensity for making news: Fred 
Fricndly announeed he wos writing a 
book about his experiences with CBS 
News; Frank Sinatra and Mia Farrow 
announced their engagement; the 
NAACP chided The Andy Griffith 
Show, Gomer Pyle and others for 
their lack of integrated casts; CDS- 
owned WBBM-TV Chicago refused to 
accept spot advertising asserting that 
God is not dead; and Skitch Heuder- 

son said that he would be leaving 
Tonight—Henry Harding 
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ry 8949 Wilshire Boulevard November 30, 1981 

Beverly Hills, California 9020 

(213) 278-8990 

Mr. Ken Strickfaden 
P.O. Box 1130 
Inglewood, CA 90308 

Dear Mr. Strickfaden: 

I am writing to convey the Academy's appreciation for 
Bow of Fist your help in making "The Magic Machines of Ken Strickfaden" 

wo the success that it was. I thought the entire evening 
enna ALLEN went quite well, and the audience seemed to love it. 

EDWARD ASNER, 
Enclosed you'll find some photographs I thought you might 

ee find interesting, and I hope you'll accept them as a HAL ELIAS 
Per casnanecar token of our thanks. You'll also find a second group 

FAY KANIN of photos that I would appreciate your giving to Mr. Foster 
TOM MANKIEWICZ along with our thanks. 
MIKE MEDAVOY 

MARVIN E. MIRISCH 
WALTER MIRISCH, 

CHARLES M, POWELL 
PRANK E, ROSENFELT = —< 

ROBERT E. WISE S50 Chu Studs 

SHAR isha Douglas W. Edwards 
Program Coordinator/Exhibits and Special Film Programs 

Yours sincerely, 

Sew 
MARVIN E. MIRISCH 

President 

Ce /l 
PRANK E. ROSENFELT 

Vice President 

RICHARD D.ZANUCK 
Vice President pad rr 
FAY KANIN- nell: 
Treasurer 
HAL ELIAS 
Secretary 

JAMES M. ROBERTS 
Executive Secretary 

GYTE VAN ZYL. 
Legal Counsel 
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3550 
Laboratory Props from Frankenstein 
Universal, 1931 : 4 
Designed by Kenneth Strickfaden 
Set of four large props from the legendary 
set of this horror film. The first, referred to 
as The Time Control Unit, bears a circular 
clear face compressed upon acylindrical - 
base, having ten metal switches, four red 
buttons, dual yellow indicator lights and a 
large black dial in center bearing the 
numbers 1-15. The face opens up by using a 
side hinge to reveal a series of wires and 
electrical circuits, which can also be seen 

through the clear face. This piece was used 
to control the operation of other electrical 
components. The second prop, referred to 
as The Small Circular Arc, is comprised of a 
copper circular are with a tinted acrylic 
circle in center of face, from which reds 
protrude in the shape of a cruciform. The 
arc rests upon a base which has a series of 
knobs on the left side. This particular prop 
can also be seen in the Walt Disney film , 
Frankenweenie. The third, referred to as 
The Large Circular Arc, consists of a tall 
orange painted wood ribbed center having 
clear acrylic barrels across top, bottom and 
width of arc, set upon a circular base with a 
generator on bottom. The final component, 
The Triple Traveling Art, is comprised of 

six metal bars that come up from the center’ 
of the base and hook onto top ring, three 
copper bottom rings and three acrylic 
columns connecting the top and bottom 
rings. This piece was also featured in Mel 
Brook's 1974 film Young Frankenstein, All of 
the four props were reused in Universal's 

1935 sequel to Frankenstein, The Bride of 

Frankenstein. 
1) 28 inches x 21% inches 

2) 24 inches 24 inches 
3) 50 inches 0 32% inches 
4) 39 inches x 18% inches : 

The laboratory that brought Frankenstein to 
life was created by Kenneth Strickfaden. 
Strickfaden, an electrical hobbyist and Nikola 

Tesla admirer, arrived in Hollywood towards 

the beginning of 1930. No sooner had he arrived 
in Hollywood than the movie industry put bis 
obscure talents to work for minor electrical 
effects in anumber of films. With the advent of 
sound, the talents and creative possibilities for 
Strickfaden were endless. His first film job was 
to simulate the sound of a man being 
electrocuted in the death chair. To obtain this 
sound he passed a high frequency current 
through a block of wood. The wood offered a 
resistance to the currents, in turn creating @ 
sizaling sound. From that moment on, 
Strickfaden worked continuously up until the 
Second World War. After that, for inexplicable 
reasons, his name rarely appeared in film 

credits, Kenneth Strickfaden passed away in 
February, 1984. 
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John Foster, at the original slate switchboard, 

designed and built by Ken Strickfadden, to run 
his stage electrical "mad scientist" machinery. 
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The Times Staff writer, who wrote 

a feature article about Ken's life 

work, poses with "Oscar" next to the 
master of special effects. 

LL Ken demonstrates his air-powered 
acoustic disk organ for the audience. 
The aluminum disk is being spun by a 

small motor, held by the hand of 
the writer. The disk has approximately 
400 holes, each 1/4 inch in diameter, 

drilled on precisely located points in 
consecutive radial circles. These holes are 
ina mathematical sequence, such that 
when air is blown through them, they 
produce not only fundamental tones 

but under and over harmonics as well. 
(Note: Ken also made a giant four foot 
diameter disk of the same design with 
more than 1,500 strategically placed holes 
that will cover some six octaves when spun 

at 1,000 r.p.m. 
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In 1981, Bill Wysock succeeded in 
luring Ken and company to the 
Monrovia "back yard high voltage 

proving grounds." This event was to 
honor Ken Strickfadden, and was 

staged about one month before Ken's 
showing at the Academy. It was the 
precursor of what was later termed 
by others as a"Teslathon." 

The prototype Model 5D being 

prepared for operation. Note the 

flat aluminum top plate. This was a 

"stand-on" coil and is the source of 
high voltage used by Bill Wysock to 

create all the high voltage special 
effects for the motion picture 
"The Entity," starring Barbara 
Hershey. In the photo: John Foster 

(lower left,) Dick Aurandt (with his 

"signature" Vincent HRD Motor Cycle 
T-shirt and black jacket on). Ed Angell 

(upper right,) and Jim Shaffer, (lower 
right,) discuss details while the 
master (Ken in the background,) 

contemplates what is to follow. 
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Ken assists a "willing" volunteer place 
metal sewing thimbles on his fingers 

standing on a prototype Model 5D Te 
gers before 

sla coil. 
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the original Frankenstein (1931), 

up to Young Frankenstein. 

LiL 

al 

\ 
| 

S > 
¥ >) OS) 



“nee” 
PACT) 

iend, Dick Aurandt, at the 

; en's "Digital Desputer" 
center), a large Jacob's ladder (left,) 

n's famous "Lightning Screen" (upper right 

So ME 7 

Ve Sik 

rs % % wi, 13 3 N \ WARE Wh ¥ 



We . a, NS 
wi \ = Ss ‘ 

Ken with his largest Tesla Coil 

"Meg Sr." The Lightning Screen 
can be seen in the background. 
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Ken, striking up a high current low voltage 
carbon arc. Note one of the smaller Jacob's 

ladders (immediately to Ken's right.) 
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Ken takes an arc from another one of his famous 

Tesla Coils, ("Meg Jr.") which is the same coil 

used in" Young Frankenstein", to bring the 
monster to life.) John Foster is operating the 
switchboard. An audience of more then 500 

people turned out for this most special occasion. 
Also shown at the Academy's screening theater 
that night, were dozens of classical film highlights 

from virtually all of the movies Ken worked on, 
from 1931 to 1984. Ken was interviewed on stage 
by a staff reporter from the Los Angeles Times. 
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Ken, talking with the Los Angeles 

Times Staff writer, on st insi age inside 
the screening theater at the Academy 
of Motion Pictures, Arts, and Sciences 
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: diess thanks to Doug Norwing for scanning these thousands of photographs. 

He is largely responsible for keeping Ken’s memories alive! 
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