


Major George Quamo’s Awards

Distinguished Service Cross (Posthumously)
Silver Star (First Oak Leaf Cluster)

Legion of Merit

Bronze Star with V and First Oak Leaf Cluster
Air Metal

Army Commendation Medal (First Oak Leaf Cluster)
Purple Heart (Posthumously)

Army Good Conduct Medal

Presidential Unit Emblem

Presidential Unit Citation Navy

National Defense Service Medal

Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal

Vietnam Service Medal with (3) Bronze Stars
Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device (1960)
Combat Infantry Badge

Parachutist Badge

Path Finder Badge

Ranger Tab

Expert Badge with Auto Rifle, Submachine Gun and Carbine Bars
Sharpshooter Badge with Rifle Bar

Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm
Unit Citation Badge

*Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Medal

New York State Conspicuous Service Cross
New York State Conspicuous Service Star
Vietnamese President Unit Citation

Vietnamese Airborne Wings

*Major Quamo is believed to have the above starred item in addition

to the other awards listed and other foreign awards which are not
listed! This list was last updated July 12, 2004.
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Major Ge_orge Quamo
June 20, 1940 — April 14, 1968

Major George Quamo was a true American hero both at home and
abroad. As a student at Averill Park High School, he was elected class
president and served as captain of the football team. During the Vietnam
War, he served with the elite U.S. Army Green Berets, commanding
troops in combat conditions and eventually winning numerous
decorations for heroism and lifesaving actions.

Major Quamo received a number of medals and commendations during
his military service, including the Distinguished Service Cross, the Silver -
Star, the Bronze Star, the Legion of Merit and the Purple Heart, among
others. Major Quamo was awarded the Silver Star for his actions in
February, 1968 to help rescue his fellow troops while exposing himself
to great danger from an enemy force superior in numbers and firepower.

Sadly, Major Quamo was killed in April, 1968 while transporting top
secret documents by airplane. But the memory of the 1958 graduate of i
Averill Park High School is still strong among fellow classmates and i
servicemen who served under Major Quamo, who remember him for his '
bravery, talent and dedication to his country.

The dedication of the Sand Lake Sheriff’s Office substation in honor of
Major George Quamo underscores a commitment by the people and
elected officials of Rensselaer County to never forget the tremendous
service by veterans of the county. We know that the freedom we enjoy is
due to the sacrifice and heroism of veterans like Major George Quamo
and so many others who have answered the call to duty and defended our

nation. ! |
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The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of
Congress, July 25, 1963, has awarded the Distinguished Service Cross posthumously
to i

Major George Quamo
United States Army

For extraordinary heroism in action:

Major George Quamo, Infantry, distinguished himself by extraordinary
heroism on 7 February 1968 in connection with military operations against an
armed and hostile enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. When the Lang Vei Special
Forces Camp was overrun on 7 February 1968 by nine P79 Russian tanks and an
estimated two battalions of North Vietnamese, Major Quamo immediately set about
organizing a relief force, which he moved to Old Lang Vei Camp where the
wounded survivors had withdrawn. Upon arrival at Old Lang Vei, which by this
time was under attack, Major Quamo personally supervised the loading and
extraction of the Lang Vei survivors, constantly exposing himself to deadly accurate
enemy mortar and small arms fire. When it became apparent that his relief force
was surrounded with no hope of extraction from that location, Major Quamo
immediately set about dividing his force in half while continually exposing himself
to a tremendous volume of enemy fire to bring in friendly air strikes. Under the
firm hand and cool courage of Major Quamo, half of the group delivered such a
withering and intense volume of fire that the enemy was unable to prevent the
breakout. When the breakout force became pinned down enroute to the landing
zone, Major Quamo personally maneuvered his group against the superior enemy
force, driving them from their positions, allowing his personnel to reach the landing
zone, Major Quamo personally supervised the extraction of his men while
constantly exposing himself to enemy fire from all sides to call in friendly air strikes.
He was the last person to leave the landing zone. Major Quamo’s intense dedication
to his men, his coolness in battle, and his extraordinary courage are in keeping with
the highest traditions of the United States Army and reflect great credit upon

himself and the militarv service.

————
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Vietnam Waxr

Recipients Of The
Distinguished
Service Cross

(This listing is as complete as
I we.are able to provide from n 2\
ﬁ's:‘;rm?%uh;meﬁr_g afs possible that a few recipients ma;:i;ug; 1:-;5’!3:
. rify if someone received the Disti
Cross from this list, but absence of a n. O g
2 ame should NOT
definitively negate a veteran's claim to this award.) oo S

L0352 Awards

http://www.homeofheroes.com/verify/0_DSC/dsc rvn_list.html

Statistics:

* A total of 1,040 individuals received the Distinguished Service Cross
o Twelve men earned TWO in Vietnam including:
= 1 WWII DSC Recipient who earned a 2nd and 3rd OLC in Vietnam

=1 _Knrean War DSC Recipient who earned a 2nd and 3rd OLC in
Vietnam

] g:};World War Il MOH recipient earned a Posthumous DSC in

o One World War Il recipient earned a second DSC in Vietnam
o Two Korean War recipients earned a second DSC in Vietnam

» In addition to members of the US Army:
o 2 U.S. Marines earned the Distinguished Service Cross in Vietnam

o 1 U.S. Civilian earned the Distinguished Service Cross in Vietnam

o 3 Vietnamese were awarded Distinguished Service Crosses

o 1 Member of the Australian Army Earned the Distinguished Service Cross
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sorn m Lynn, Mass,, on June
1110, 1940, Quamo was the oldest
son of Alexander and Kaliroi Qua-
mo, who emigrated from Albania
to the United States in the 1930s. _
The family; including his sisters,
Yllka, Tefta, Andronika and Mari-
etta, and his brother, James, moved
to Averill Park in 1953. The chil-

. dren attended Averill Park High

School, with George joining the
Army after high school in October
1958.: A
A natural leader, he was presi-
dent of his high school junior class
and a quarterback on the football
team, and after joining the Army
he attended Officer Candidate
School. After becoming an Army
Green Beret, he served as an
infantry adviser to troops in Thai-
land, Okinawaand South Vietnam, -
and went on numerous missions.
Master Sgt. Charles “Skip”
Minnicks, at 38, was the oldest

team leader in SOG when “this

took overthe -

reconnaissance teams in 1967.

Quamo, at 27, would soon become
“*amajorin SOG on Oct. 6, 1967.

“T'was madder than hell w

took over,” said Minnicks, a hig

- decorated SOG veteran of four

tours in Vietnam. “And I made no

bones about it. He lé;okcd like a kid

|- and [ resented him.

“He didn’t say anything about it

" for a few weeks, and then one day

1

we were in the jungle somewhere
and he pulled me aside. He said:
“We're both in this for the same -
" reason. We're both fighting the

same enemy. I don’t want to fight
- you, too. We have to work as a

; ‘_~‘Well, of coﬁfs%,- he'was right,”

_quarter asked, none given.

Minnicks continued. “But I'll tell
you something. I grew to love that
man. I would have crawled up
inside the barrel of an enemy
cannon for him. 1 mean that. He
was one hell of an officer.”

Operating deep inside enemy
lines, SOG teams conducted some
1,398 missions.

enemy to come get us,” Minnicks
recalled. “One time on Co Roc
(Mountain), he had three teams up
there and there were enemy patrols
chasing us all over the place. He led
us up a hill and then stood up and
defied them to come get us. He was
one tough guy.”

Sgt. Ist Class Robert Cava-

ploits did noti%o-unmticed,” Min-.

nicks said, “Not one wounded or

captured SOG operative was ever
returned to us alive, None. Geolrge
o

Quamo knew that going in. I

His

kind of game.
“Sometimes,

he just defied

o il

the

Quamo. naugh, the
commanded w George was one of m leader of recon
three recon- = the finest soldiers | team OKLA-
naissance ever served with. He HOMA, who
teams, includ- — was considered the also “=served
ing RTPENN- Lawrence of Arabia with Quamo

“ SYLVANIA, of Vietnam. on  cross-bor-
which alone [Everyone respected der operations

" ran more than him. The men he in Laos, said
20 missions served with, the the officer had
ﬁlén‘g?*the-‘Hb?@%ﬁﬁﬁWﬂs-a"d the great leader-
Chi Minh Trail Montagnards. He ship abilities.
as well as in never asked anyone. _ “T often think
Laos and Cam- todo somethinghe  that if George
i, The . Frcouldnitior wouldn's . had n%a%he
gams usually. dohimself.>  — would cCOmeE

were made wp_ . OL. DAVIDC. one of ‘the
of three Amer- ‘BULLDOG' SMITH great motiva-
icans and four former Green Beret : u;n ,gpeak;;s
tosix Bru guer- nder ~ofourtime. He
rilla soldiers. _'—MIL— had that kind

“Qur  ex- of effect on

people.” ;
-(guamo’s finest moment came at .

Lang Vei, when he led a heroic
rescue of the special forces unit
that was overrun by a- North
Vietnamese tank attack on Feb. 7,
1968. Quamo immediately went to

_the commander of the 26th Ma-



A month and 4 half after the
v Lang Vei rescue, Quamo_ and ¥
rines, who had been under siege g “Bulldog” Smith were planning 2
themselves at Khe Sanh, and asked — :r;xxﬁgm::c;:u F:I?;ftlm :;’ 3 |
for help to relieve the special forces r A [
at Lang Vei. The commander de-_ ?:aini:or??r:thi;poﬂanrfdp::e!:‘s [ ]
sied the mq‘.'ﬁ" e \muld_; back to Da Nang on a small
b aircraft. A massive search turned

Quamo took thingsinto hisown ., i Sig vears AR oD Junt -~
Fand&iHe quickly rounded wp 14 = ",‘Z;;}'_,'_"\?'rﬁ:;mmm;amlm o
special forces volunteers and about = dioroered Tha wreckage of Qua- g
30 Bru tribesman. He then con- mo's plane in 2 dense jungle area.
tacted Marine CH-36 helicopter « “The remains of Quamo and two.
pilotsand told them to*getready o = South Vietnamese pilots were dis-
fly" and tha the order had come = covered and identified. The jungle
from their commander. Harve had swallowed up the plane on =
Saal 2 SOG medic whowould later impact. Why it crashed is un- ~
write a four-volume account of (S —
SOG, said: “George just scalwag- “I asked my brother w be
ged those guys and rold them you 4 best man at my wedding” James ===
h:n'}. m.tjo this because your boss ™% Quamo remembered. “He said he
50050- 4 couldn’t makeitand that he felt bad 55
Already awarded two Silver v about it. He said he hldflﬂ Ib.:g
Stars and a Bronze Star for bravery _, something important and couldn’t
on previous missions in Vietnam, +_ talk about. Igotmarried April 13 of 5
Quamo would be awarded the 4 1968, and hewaskilled on April 14, 5
Distinguished Service Cross for 1968, e
“exposing himself o a tremendous = Quama’s remains were flown
volume of enemy fire” at Lang Vei. -2 back o the United! States and’e
“I really believe he should havezs buried in Arlington National -
been awarded a Medal of Honor for =g Cemetery on Oct. 21, 1974, as his
getting those guys out of Lang T family and several Army officers & |
Vei,” Minnicks said. and soldiers looked on. There were i
Former “Hatcher Force” Pla- 1o bands, no generals, no parades. ¥ f
toon Sgt. Stephen “Tim™ Kirk, *4 He died at age 27, a very “special® =%, %
whowon a Bronze Starat Lang Vei, % soldier. { N ¥

said of Quamo's actions: “I remem- "~
ber him standing out there in the
LZ (landing zone) like George ™
Patton. He was totally in control of
directing everything in the midst .":

_ofall that incomine:” — 1
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Alexander Quamo owned a store in Albania. In the 1920s, like
many immigrants to the U.S,
he left his wife and young daughter behind while he and his brothers
came to the united States. to make there fortunes. Alexander went
back to Albania briefly, but ten years before he had saved enough
money to send his wife and daughter. they moved to the United
States in 1935 to escape the communist take over of there native
country. Alexander, his wife Kaliroi
and daughter Yellka settled in Lynn., Massachuetts where he got a '
factory job with General Electric. During the next Ten years the '
Quamo's had five more children, Tefta, Andronika,
George, James and Marietta.
Mr. Quamos dream was that all his children become college
graduates.To that end,he worked hard and the family lived
frugally.He was a loving but very strict father and undisputed head of
the household.when George was 11 ,and Jim was 9, they sold
newspapers at local establishments after dinner.,and sold even
newspapers.Mrs., Quamo let them do this so they would have
spending money like other children ,with one condition, that they
were back home before there father returned from work.in fact she
knew her husband wanted them to have the money but couldn't
provide it himself, so the charade continued.
Alexander Quamo died unexpectedly in Sept. of 1952. by that time
Yillka had graduated from college,married and was a teacher at
Russell Sage College in Troy, N.Y.. Adjusting to being a widow must
have been very hard for Mrs.Quamo. She had five children at home
to raise alone and although she spoke five or six languages,English
was not one of them. g
In 1953, Yillka and her husband a teacher at RP | were living in a
large house at Orient ave in Averill Park, N.Y. Mrs. Quamo took her
family to live there. The children were good students,Popular and
participated in extra curricular activities at school. most of them
fulfilled there fathers dream and graduated from college.
George graduated in 1958 and took courses at the University of
Maryland and also completed officers candlc!ate fschool. from 1here_a
on, George's Heroism is well documented, ms brillance and tenacity
cause him to rise to the top guickly. he was |niense‘f_ocused.
fairminded and highly competitive person.many published

testimonials .
from those who served in the green beret speak of his s]_ngl_Jlar,
charismatic personnality @ed o le /(LM-/«-&K[‘J/ s
/ S} T : D 0
Majors (R vame V7% I, ,.{/%LU o ¢4 e
7 j 5 /-,:abnwrt/ Hudamo
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HIS UNDATED photo shows George Quamo in Vietnam.
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Left to Right: Tim Ryan, Jim Spain, Jerry Miller,
David Barnum, Bill Dalton, Frank Carr, Tim
Ingoldsby and Bob Rawls. All were active members
of the Rensselaer County Vietnam Veterans
Memorial Committee.

Photo donated to the Town of Sand Lake (by J ohn W.
Mullen) in honor of Major George Quamo.
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The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of
Congress, July 25, 1963, has awarded the Distinguished Service Cross posthumously
to

Major George Quamo
United States Army

For extraordinary heroism in action:

Major George Quamo, Infantry, distinguished himself by extraordinary

heroism on 7 February 1968 in connection with military operations against an
armed and hostile enemy in the Republic of Vietnam. ‘When the Lang Vei Special
Forces Camp was overrun on 7 February 1968 by nine P79 Russian tanks and an
estimated two battalions of North Vietnamese, Major Quamo immediately set about
organizing a relief force, which he moved to Old Lang Vei Camp where the
wounded survivors had withdrawn. Upon arrival at Old Lang Vei, which by this
time was under attack, Major Quamo personally supervised the loading and
extraction of the Lang Vei survivors, constantly exposing himself to deadly accurate
enemy mortar and small arms fire. When it became apparent that his relief force
was surrounded with no hope of extraction from that location, Major Quamo
immediately set about dividing his force in half while continually exposing himself
to a tremendous volume of enemy fire to bring in friendly air strikes. Under the
firm hand and cool courage of Major Quamo, half of the group delivered such a
withering and intense volume of fire that the enemy was unable to prevent the
breakout. When the breakout force became pinned down enroute to the landing
zone, Major Quamo personally maneuvered his group against the superior enemy
force, driving them from their positions, allowing his personnel to reach the landing
zone. Major Quamo personally supervised the extraction of his men while
constantly exposing himself to enemy fire from all sides to call in friendly air strikes,
He was the last person to leave the landing zone. Major Quamo’s intense dedication
to his men, his coolness in battle, and his extraordinary courage are in keeping with
the highest traditions of the United States Army and reflect great credit upon
himself and the militarv service.
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-Army Officers training School
University of Marylangd
Defence Language Institute Presidio Monteray, Calf,
Joineqd Army Green Beret Speciaf Forces [Machog] in 1963
Promoteq t Major on Oct.6th 1967[Youngest Major in Machog
Killed in Action April 14th 1968
Remains not discovered until June 26, 1974

Major Quamo wiyy not be forgotten!
Committee to honor Major George Quamo
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Volume 30, Number 2 Winter 2004

President’s “Hello”

The experi_ence Bob Lilly and I had in co-authoring Images of America SAND LAKE has given me a DEW job. I
am presently involved in co-authoring another Images of America book, The Legacy of Nursing at Albany Medical
Cente:t. 'r;lsm Whiting, my “little sister” when I was a nursing student, is president of our nursing Alumni
Association. Together with a very helpful committee, we are doing the book in behalf of the Alumni Association.
Proceeds will go to the Albany Medical Center Foundation for nursing initiatives. Life is stimulating and labor-

intensive. Please keep us in your prayers. Our deadline is December 301,

ara Neu have invited us to have
e at 6:30 p.m. on December 9
formerly Four Doors Down.

grams planned. Ronald Berti and Barb
home, the historic Knowlson House. Com
se bring a nonperishable food item for Doors of Hope,
floral program by Barbara Neu. Upcoming programs include:
4: Ross Serantino will tell us about his hobby, violin making.

History and Life Styles by Peter and Jean O’Hare.
he mood for Easter, Karen Kemp will share the art of Ukrainian egg decorating.

Our Program committee has exciting pro
our Christmas Party in the ballroom at their
with a covered dish to share. Plea:
Our program will be a Christmas

e January 13, 200
e February 19: Shaker
e March9:togetusint

Keep watch in the Advertiser for publicity articles on the displays
being promoted each month during the Averill Park Central School
District’s 75"™ Anniversary celebration. Our Society has made funds
available for photo graphs to accompany the publicity. Do take time to |
visit them. (See Grace Briscoe’s article in this issue.) A

ew Historical Marker for the Sand
s a meeting house for Baptists,
|dest public building in the Town

We will begin work next year on an
Lake Baptist Church. Erected in 1805 &
Methodists and Presbyterians, it is the o

of Sand Lake.

Everyone who attended Beverly Mills’ reenactment (/) of Harriet
Tubman, the famous Underground Railroad personality, had rave reviews

of the evening. Beverly thanked us for the honorarium she had requested
be sent to the AM.E. Zion Church and told us it would be sent to the
Harriet Tubman Historical Home in Auburn. — Mary French, President
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Major George Quamo
KIA — Vietnam
January 9, 2006
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Office of the County Executive
Veteran of the Month

George Quamo
United States Army
Vietnam War

Whereas, George Quamo was born June 20,1
Quamo, along with brother James, and sisters
Whereas, during his teenage years, George Quamo
became an active member in his community, cspecia
on the scholastic football, basketball, and bascball
Whereas, following graduation from high school, George

apon his suceessful completion of basic training and Army in
residio of Monterrey, California, and the University of

Dfficer Candidate School, the Defense Language Institute P
Maryland: and,

Whereas, commissioned as an officer within his first year and two months as a mi

Quamo was transferred from Fort Benning, Georgia, 1o

“for honorable and meritorious Service during the period 1 July 1961 10

Company C, 1* Batile Group, 5" Infantry,

940 in Lynn, Massachusetts, one of six children of Alexander and Kaliroi
Ylika, Tefta, Donika, and Marietta; and,

relocated with his family to the Town of Sand Lake, where the youth
lly at Averill Park High School, where he eventually served as captain
eams, in addition to serving as Class President; and,

Quamo enlisted in the United States Army at the age of 18, and

fantry school, continued his military education by attending

paying tribute to the veteran’s illustrious military service; and,

Whereas, in October, 1962, then Captain George
aperations against the hos
Cluster) and the Air Medal with the accomp
problems with which he was faced as a resul

ways and means to solve those problems,” while, 2t the same time,

missions over the same hostile territory; and,
Whereas, early during his tour of duty in Viemam, George

Military Assistance Command Vietnam, Studies and Observation Group,
the group where his special leadership skills, including his inte
:xtensive courage, were immediately called upon and resulted

Forces Camp; and,

Whereas, George Quamo paid the supreme
Republic of Viemam in disposing the communist 4
which he was a passenger, transporting cl
Whereas, George Quamo, who was awarde
the Bronze Star Medal with Oak Leaf Clustes

Medal, was laid to rest in Arlington National Cemelery in October, 1

first listed as Missing in Action.
Now, Therefore, I, Kathleen M. Jimino,

lanuary 9, 2006

forces in the Republic of Victnam, achieving his first Bronze
anying citation noting: “He was quick to grasp the implications of new
It of the ever changing situations in a counterinsurgen

Quamo began to distinguish himself in ground and acrial support

Star Medal (First Oak Leafl

actively participating in more than twenty-five aenal

Quamo was assigned to the Army Green Beret special forces unit
and in October, 1967 became the youngest Major in

nse dedication to his men, his coolness in battle, and his

sacrifice while contributing to the United States mission of assisting the

hreat to its freedom when on April 14, 1968 contact with the aircraft on
assified information from Khe Sang to Da Nang was lost; and,

d the Distinguished Service Cross, the Legion of Meril, the Silver Star Medal,
r. the Army Commendation Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, and the Army Air
974, approximately six and-a-half years after he was

Rensselaer County Executive, do hereby issue this proclamation honoring George
Quamo as Rensselaer County Veteran of the Month for January, 2006.

Kathleen M. Jimino
Rensselaer County Exe:

e

ember of the United States Army, George ¢
Fort Riley, Kansas, where as 1* Lieutenant he received a citation
14 June 1962, while serving as Executive Officer,
1* Infantry Division," one of a number of awards, citations, and decorations

cy operation and to find

027 1-888-660-9120

in the evacuation of wounded forces from the Lang Vei Special

C-Line.com
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State of New York

——Legislative Resolution___

Senate No. 315

BY: Senalor Bruno

MEMORIALIZING Governor Geor
ge E. Palaki to decl
as Major George Quamo Day in the State of New Yo!‘:m e e

'WHEREAS, In the course of American military history, there are certain Individuals who

are legendary for their unpar: i )
peilce ry paralieled bravery in lending their might to the defense of our

WHEREAS, Atiendant to such concern and in full accord with i i
traditions, It is the sense of this Legislative Body to memorialize Gws"l‘r’::l ge;?;‘:éu;::;'l
1o declare June 20, 2005, as Major George Quamo Day In he Stalo of New York, &
highly-decorated Army Green Beret, who bravely served with the Military Assistance
Command Vietnam, Studies and Observation Group; and

WHEREAS, George Quamo was bom in Lynn, Massachusetis, on Ji i
s 3 I 8 3 une 20, 1940; his
Iam!y moved to Averill Park, New York in 1953 where he atiended Averill Park High School,
serving as Prasident of his class, quarterback on the football team and captain of m‘a
football, baseball and basketball teams; and

WHEREAS, He was a popular leader and a gifted athlete; after graduating in 1858, h
e Bk S Aerss i tho Al o e yoar 208 1771 ol R <

WHEREAS, George Quamo attended the Army’s Officer Candidate School (OCS), the
Delense Language Institute Presidio of Monterey, California and the University of Maryland;
haI;puke Igms languages, Lactian, Vietnamese and Thai and was a smart, woll-educated
soldier; any

WHEREAS, In 1963, George Quamo joined the Army Green Beret unit called
MACV-SOG (Military Assistance Command Vietnam, Studies and Observation Group); this
group, formerly known as the Special Forces Unit, took their orders directly from
Washington, D.C., which made all missions top secret; and

WHEREAS, On October B, 1967, George Quamo was promoted lo Major, the youngest
Major in MACV-SOG; he quickly earned the respect of the men he served with as well as
his superior officers; and

ame al Lang Vel when he led a heroic.
by a North Vietnamese tank attack on
from Khe Sanh, came under a
ing of tank tracks and NVA troop

WHEREAS, Major Quamo's finest moment G
rescue of the Special Forces unit thal was overrun
February 7, 1968; the outpost, located some nine miles
surprise aftack, although SOG observers had been warni
movement for several days; and

WHEREAS, Major Quamo was in Khe Sanh when he heard accounts of the battie over
the radio; he went to the der of the 26th Marines, who had aiso been
under siege at Khe Sanh and asked for help to relieve the Special Forces al Lang Vel: the
commander denied the request, saying it would cost too many American lives and the 3rd
Marine Division commander also recommended that Lang Vel should be abandoned; and

Maj uamo gathered a few dozen Special Forces commanda
o ool F Sanh (FOB No. 3) and led 2 heroic reinforcing

volunteers from the MACV-SOG base at Kne
mission inlo Lang Vei; his arrival enabled the Lang Vel defenders to evacuaog:‘ the arsi,:i
many by Marine helicopters in the late afternoon saving the lives of 14 surviving Spec

Forces soldiers; and

e
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'WHEREAS,On April 14, 1968, Major George Quamo lost his life when his plane crashed
while he was on a mission delivering lop secret papers back to Danang; an extensive
search was conducted but the plane was not found until six years later on June 26, 1974;
he was buried in Arlington National Gemetery on October 21, 1974; and

WHEREAS, Having already been awarded two Silver Stars and a Bronze Star for
bravery on previous missions, Major George Quamo would be awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross posthumously for exposing himself o a tremendous volume of enemy fire at
Lang Vei; the DSC citation reads "He was the last man 1o leave the landing zone"; Major
Quamo's intense dedication to his men, his coolness in battle and his extraordinary courage
are in keeping with the highest traditions of the United States Army; and

WHEREAS, This Legislative Body is moved with great respect and reverency, and, on
behalf of all the citizens of the Empire State, to pay tribute to Major George Quamo, who

50 courageously served this State and Nation in defense of freedom and democracy; now,
therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to memorialize
Governor George E. Pataki o declare June 20, 2005, as Major George Quamo Day in the
State of New York, a highly-decorated Army Green Beret, who bravely served with the
Military Assistance Command Vietnam, Studies and Observation Group; and be it further

RESOLVED, That a copy of this lion, suitably be to the

family of Major George Quamo.

Joseph L. Bruno, Majority Leader

ADOPTED IN SENATE ON

By order of the Senate,
February 8, 2005

TIMES UNION
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Steven M. Boggess, Secretary
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Mayor of the great City of Lynn heveby extends his gincerest congratulations oz
MAJOR GEORGE QUAMO
p f’Pn?r.fiunnnu(y,l
Yn Recognition of:
Lynn native Major George Quamo'’s extraordinary fieroism
while serving with the United States Special Forces during the
Vietnam War and fiis family's efforts to fonor his memory
e it further knotwn that the entive ity of Tpnn extends its very Dest wishes for
continued success and good fortune in all cieabors; that this citation by duly
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Major George Quamo's Awards S 2 2, g et
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5 = o ~

Distinguished Service Cross [Posﬂhumously] : [ 5 °§ E % .i % 3
Silver Star [First oak leaf Cluster] H 2 ; ; S &
Legion of Merit i - PRSI RED ®
} 5B 2 E s s

Bronze Star i Bz 9 5 338 Be
Air Medal 4 BEg B § §§E§..§d,
Army Commendation Medalffirst oak leaf Cluster] 25 o s :t: BRFST
Purple Heart [Postumously] gp 2 & é & &3
Army Good Conduct Medal Ba 2 SE 3 g g g
Presidential Unit Emblem B ‘; = 38 5‘; noes
Presidential Unit Citation Navy g 3 B os ‘:-. T
National Defense Service Medal | g = s 36 E3
Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal 5 g 2 'é- SR SR
Vietnam Service Medal with [4] Bronze Stars 3 ® é 3 E- §
Vietnam Campaign Medal with Device [1960] % g SR

i

Combat Infrantry Badge

Vietnamese Airborn Wings
republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross with Gold Star
Republic of Vietnam Gallantry Cross With Silver Star

Note | Major Quamo is beleaved to have the above starred item in addition to the the other
awards listed and other foreign awards which are not listed! This list was our late update 8/27/04

Parachutist Badge
Path Finder Badge
Ranger Tab
Expert Badge with Auto Rifle, Submachine Gun and Carbine
Bars L open o
Sharpshooter Badge with rifle bar $ EINRE SE2 |
Republic of vietnam Gallantry Cross with Palm 5 883 & T3og \
Unit citation badge i E & SRR a9 =
*Republic of Vietnam civil Action Medal ! g SRR & 2 5.8 o
New York State Conspicuous Service Cross with gold and i E g E c g ‘ s = >
one silver cross attachment ! = =g = @ | > I g = <
New York State Conspicuous Service Star with four silver Segs S g ; "S g | . cn®
shields attachments | Wy < = [+F o =3,
Meritorious Citation : = 5 'S & g = =) =
Vietnam Presidental Unit Citation | . b 7 = ol B )
: T D) ISy o fI- & & L~
¥ 8 - 7o
- ke 583
]
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. “George Quamo will not be a . wonderful 5
i : Jeader, and also a great
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Dufing his care: L the

VFW POST 3025 DEDICATION DINNER AND
FUNDRAISER— A HUGE SUCCESST -

‘the Averill Binmﬂgpomugagesnngggui.
out of town, SRS I ke (L)
The speakers Included Rensselaer Colnty Executive Kathy Jimino,
Rensselaer County Legislator Martin: Reld, Supervisor Steve

%Suinﬁu&ﬁagﬁ.g_w;%:&..

reat | >
nq.am_:_ o Other distinguished guests Included Col. Bulidog Smith, Sgt. Major

The winning ticket

Towne Tavern, Regina, Matt and Joe Cristo, Wade Hastings, Dave
Lolselle, Terry Schnoop, Chris Glasser, Jim Dobert, Leann Ayers.
and Joe Valente. 'm sure that 1 have forgotten to name someone,
but the truth Is we thank you all. The Class of '58 and all our
citizens who attended made it a huge Success. .&Q kil
~Sincerely, Daniel Holser, Commander VFW 3025 Jn\..._. ...\Q.N
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"War drew us from our homeland
in the sunlit springtime of our youth.
Those
who did not come back alive remain
in perpetual springtime
-- forever young --
and a part of them is with us always."

Author Unknown

Averill Park 4
Post Office

Dedication Ceremony

honoring

Major
George Quamo
April 14, wooN o

“As we express
our gratitude,

we must never forget %
that

the highest
appreciation

is not to utter words,
but to live by them.”

John Fitzgerald Kennedy




RENSSELAER, COUNTY
HONOR - A - DECEASED - VETERAN

Major George Quatmo
KIA — Vietnam
January 9, 2006
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JAMES GOOLSBY/TIMES UNION

A BILL naming the Averill Park post office in honor of George Quamo has been approved by the Senate.

T U 5{4]06.
QUAMO:

¥ CONTINUED FROM B3
Vietnamese.

What George Quamo was do-
ing for the military was a mystery
to everyone.

“A lot of the things he'd done
were classified. He was over
there fighting the war before the
war had start-
ed,” said James

amo, a re-
tired teacher
living in Mon-
roe County.

George
Quamo won
the Distin-
guished Ser-
vice Cross for a mission he led at
Lmti Vei two months before his
death.

According to James Quamo,
14 American soldiers were
trapped in a bunker surrounded
by Viet Cong. George Quamo
went to a Marine commander
ashn[i for helicopter aid to res-
cue the soldiers. When he was
denied because the risk was too

volunteers George Quamo took
with him for the rescue came
back alive.

Two months later, he disap-
peared while on a mission deliv-
ering papers by helicopter in
Viemam. George Quamd was
listed as missing in action for six
years until his remains were
found in 1974,

Decades passed. Around 2000,
Haggerty was watching a docu-
mentary on Vietnam when
George Quamo was mentioned
as a great war jue;;ggc

Castle sai rty began
investigating Quamo’s military
service and flew to Las Vegas for
a Vietnam veterans convention
to find out more.

The mention of Quamo’s
name there was met with endless
praise.

In 2001 Haggerty wrote an
article about George Quamo for
the Times Union, which marked
the only public recognition of his
service to that point, Castle said.

Castle and others formed the

| & RSN ¥

Friends push for honors

Before Haggerty died of can-
cer in December 2003, Castle
promised him he'd continue their
work toward honoring their
friend.

The next year on Memorial
Day the town of Sand Lake
declared Maj. George Quamo
Day and held a parade in his
honor. A plaque commemorating
the event hangs in Town Hall.

On Veterans Day that year,
the county renamed the sheriff's
substation in Averill Park for
Quamo.

After the post office naming is
formalized, the committee will
need only to obtain an honor for
him at the state level. ‘

Castle said the committee is
simply trying to collect the final
honors the Army Green Beret
eamned.

“When he was buried (at Ar-
lington National Cemetery) it
was 4t a very quiet ceremony, no
band, no parade,” Castle said.
“We don’t feel h;: got the recog-

Ly i
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Push to honor war h

Presidential signature all that is needed to
formalize naming of post office.for George Quamo

By KATE PERRY -
Staffwriter

* SAND LAKE — In the late
19405, an elementary school prin-
 cipal asked second-grader George
Quamo what *he wanted to be
when :um.ﬂs,_ﬁn:%rng:&
only.one answer: asoldier.

grader, he and his family moved o
Averill Park where he would go on
to become the quarterback of the
football team, MV'P or captain of
three sports teams and high
school class president.

But his real glory came a few
years. later in Vietnam, where he

while serving in the Army. He
died in Vietnam in 1968.

On Wednesday, the US. Senate
approved a bill to name the Averill
Park Post Office after Quamo.
that’s needed to make the naming
official is President Bush’s signa-
ture.

E. Rich Castle, a high school
classmate of Quamo’s, has been
waiting years for an honor like
this.

Thigh school years playing baseball
together. They shot hoops in
driveways. They swam at Crystal
Lake beach and sneaked sips of
beer there at night.

“George was always a leader,”
he said. “We knew in the back of
qur minds hewas really going tobe
something.”

Quamo joined the Army four
months after high school gradua-
tion.

ero advances

George Quamo never married.
He was committed firstto the US.-
military. et

He died in 1968 as a highly:
decorated Army Green Beret offies
cer serving in the MACV-50G»
(Military Assistance Comniind™
Vietnam, Studiesand Observation.-
Group). o A

James Quamo said his brothet
ook part in top secret operations
and served several tours in Viét-"
nam. He spoke Laotian, Thai, and

Several years later when the
_Lynn, Mass, pative wasan eighth-

carned 26 awards, including the
Distinguished Service Cross,

He, Quamo and another class-
mate, Tom Haggerty, spent their

Castlesaw him only a few times
after that.
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AP POSTAL SERVICE
DEDICATES OFFICE

Office Building” in a public
ceremony to be held this spring.
The Post Office is located at
2051 NY Route 43 in Averill Park.
According to Averill Park
Postmaster Andrew Cook, the
public is invited to attend.
Members of the Quamo family,
school mates and former
comrades from the Special
Forces, US Army, will be in

| QUAMO:
\ Post office
| honors

| 'war hero

v CONTINUED FROM B1
team and class president. After
enlisting in the Anmy, he attend-
| edOfficer Candidate School.
] Former classmates arc among
| those who have led efforts in
| receft years to securc some rec-
ognition for Quamo. Officials
said repaming the post office
ensures. that his memory and
achievements will live on,
.W During, his career, Quamo
" carned 26 medals, including the
ﬂ Distinguished Service Cross, two
Silver Stars, a Bronze Star, a
! Legion of Merit and Presidential
Unit Citations.
U.S. Sens. Charles Schumer,
D-N.Y,, and Hillary Rodham

CINDY SCHULTZ/TIMES UKION
jal Forces with Maj. George Quamo in the Vietnam

. supported fed-
ast mﬂ-en for the

post office on

“Major

natural-bom leader and a patri-
at 2610 NY Route 43 in Averill ot Clinton sgid. *T am so proud
Park. to have been. able to take part in
the_effort 1o have this building
dedicated to | Major Quamo’s
memory. A true hero and role
model, (Quamo) established
himselfas one of the Army’s most

Inﬁ Dn-«auiﬁmx___nn—:.n
..nga:wﬁnn.,_hom
on April 14, 1968. A

] OE..:O..ES a  highly respected field command-

ers who sérved our nation with
valor, leadership and bravery.
This is a mark of true respect for
a man who made the greatest of
sacrifices to our nation.” ry School.

Clinton sponsored legislation
last June to Tename the post

office. The bill was passed unani-
mously by the Senate and signed
into law by President Bush on
Oct. 6. Saturday’s ceremony was
held at the Sand Lake Elementa-

Lasg/week, the Rensselaer
mVlmQ Legislature approved a
¢

RETIRED COL. DAVID SMITH, who mm?mﬂ:&amvnn
War, speaks during the dedication of the Maj, George Quamo Post Office uilding in Averlll Park.

resolution of sy /I recent
years, the _nn,_uhﬂ.cm supported
the dedication of a sheriff’s sub-
station in Sand Lake for Quamo.
Ly o ATEESESE - T
> ¢ ¥
Carol DeMare can be reached
ar 454-5431 or by e-mailat |
cdemare@timesunion.com.
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service life ofthe A-10, F-16 and T-38and .
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keep them flying to 2025 or beyond.
al

in an effore
combat capabilities

terview.
prised of 800 o

we work with — we all work together for
‘The 508th ASW is co

contractors, to the international partners
mission success.”

training,” he said in an earl
“From our mlitary to our ci

U.S. operational
jes and

forces as well as our
international

members of the 508th flying and our simulitors available for
our war fighters —

ASW in attendance.
“You can be sure thatmy
coalition partners,

focus will be on support-

ing
our

a native of
| of the
JANSSON

t{] ative has been given
.S, Air Force's 508th
a change-of-command ceremony
succeeds commander Col. Lar-
who retired after 23 years of

Vol Ogden Air

for training air crews and
The wing is w

specialists.

hat together, we wi
“Thie people of this wing are fantstic

challenges that lay ahea

Sullivan,

Gen. Kevin J.

Averill Park native
to cOmmaI}ng;SOSth

HILL AIR FORCE BASE,
Utah — The 508th Aircraft
Sustainment Wing received its
second commander as- Col.
Scott W. Jansson took control
in a change of command cere-
mony here Wednesday.

Jansson, a native of Averill
Park, took the reigns of leader-
ship from outgoing command-

Col. Lamry Schaefer, who
retired after 23 years of service.

“I am truly honored to serve
as your new commander and
1o serve our country as part p[
this  organization,”  sai
Jansson to members of the
508th ASW in attendance.
“You can be sure that my focus
will be on supporting our war
fighters — our U.S. opera-
tional forces as well as our
international allies and coali-
tion partners.

“I'm confident that we will
build upon the many success-
es you've achieved under Col.
Schaefer’s leadership,” he con-
tinued, “and that together, we
will meet the challenges that
lay ahead.”

The 508th ASW is com-
prised of 800-900 active-duty
members, civilians and con-
tractors. The unit is responsi-
ble for providing sustainment
of 40 percent of the aircraft in
the Air Force inventory —
such as the F-16 and A-10
fighters and the T-38 trainer —

and lw&Lhi.l"di of all the simu- _

Gleilog

Jators used for training air- |
crews and maintenance spe- |
atalists. |

The wing
is currently
working to
extend the
service life
of the A-10,
F-16 and T-

¢

aircraft are JANSSON
already

pretty much at the end of their
original design life,” said
Schaefer, “and now we're ry-
ing to double that and keep
them flying for another 20-
plus years. This is a significant

set of challenges — a lot of |
engineering challenges — but |

we're up to the task.”

Jansson said he looks for-
ward to working with mem-
bbers of the wing’s staff in an
effort “to deliver the very best
in combat capabilities and top-
notch sustainment support —
on time and on cost. And in so
doing, we will do our impor-
tant part in helping our nation
with the global war on terror-
ism.”

Jansson is a graduate of the
U.S. Air Force Academy in
1984 and Averill Park High
School in 1980.

T T K Ty

<rcastle@localnet.com>
Monday, September 01, 2003 4:32 PM
Subject: (no subject) 3
Here's a story | wrote on George last year for the Albany Times Unic
magazine :
Thought you might want it.

Major George Quamo:
An American hero

"You have never lived until you have almost died. For those who have fough it, If
has a special flavor the Erotec:ed will never know." QRN

Special Operations motto

By TOM HAGGERTY

S:nce Sept 11, Americans have become familiar with the term "Special Forces™ and the role they are playing in
Afgh n and Iraq

It wasn't always that way, as the story of a young man from Averill Park, N.Y., will attest. So secret were the
missions of America's Special Forces in Vietnam in the 1960s that even now, decades after the war, many
';cg;;lal" accounts have never been made public. Most were reportedly destroyed even before the war ended in
The name George Quamo is etched on the Rensselaer County Vietnam Veterans Memoria! in Troy, N.Y., and or
course, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington.

But few outside of the select group of men who served with him know anything about the extraordinary heroism
and leadership Quamo exhibited there.

“1 still receive phone calls from guys who served under him," said his brother James Quamo, now of Spencerport
N.Y. "Some of them even cry telling me how they felt about my brother.

Major George Quamo was a highly-decorated Army Green Beret who served in MACV-SOG (Military Assistance
C nand Vietnam, Studies and Observation Group, formerly known as the Special Operations Group) from 1863
until his death in 1968. About 2,000 people served in SOG during the Vietnam War. It was an all-volunteer
erganization composed of some of the nation's best military personnel - Green Berets, Navy Seals, and Air Force
Air Commancos.

SOG took its orders directly from Washington where a small staff operating under the acronym SACSA (Special
Assistant to the Chairman for Special Activities) coordinated information and orders from the Joints Chiefs of
Staff, White House and Central Intelligence Agency. Gen. William C Westmoreland, the theater commander in
Vietnam, did not have complete authority over SOG, but was kept fully informed of ts missions, bath before aod
after. and often sat in debriefings. Covert operations in Southeast Asia were entrely a CIA mission in 5 early
years, but in 1964 il was tumed over to the Department of Defense and SOG was established. To maintain
secrecy, SOG's budget was hidden in top-secret Navy appropriations.

SOG teams performed some of the most dangerous and heroic missions of the Vietnam War, i!nc!udmg cmé;

border reconnaissance and lightning "Hatchet Force” attacks on North Vietnamese positions along t."e,Hfj =

Minh Trail in North Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. SOG teams were also involved m’recaveﬂng dU“:‘i o

pilots, making prisoner of war rescue attempts and penetrating deep into Laos and Cambodia i g

Sy 9/1/2003
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“I am truly honored to serve as your
new commanger and to serve our country

Col, Scorr W, Jansson,

Av‘:ri1| Park, formally took control

Jansson

HILL AIR FORCE BASE, Unah — A
n:
as part of this organization,” Jansson told  and they work very hard to keep aircrafi

Rensselaer Counl

Aircraft Sustainment Wing.
‘at Hill Air Force Base on June 14.
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Major George Quamo
10 June 1940 — 14 April 1968

By all accounts this young “tough as nails” Army Officer from Averill Park, was
both handsome and brilliant. Known for being cool under pressure and a square
shooter, it didn’t take this soldier long to become one of America’s finest warriors and at
27 years of age, the youngest major in MACV-S80G (Military Assistance Command
Vietnam, Studies and Observation Group) when he was promoted to that rank on October
6, 1967. He spoke three languages — Laotian, Vietnamese and Thai- and was even an
instructor in Vietnamese at the Army language school in Monterey, California.

Who was this American hero who lived among us back in the 1950°s? Well to
Yllka, Tefta, Andronika, Marietta and James he was their brother, to others in our
community, he was the boy next door, the kid down the street, the Class President or the
quarterback on the High School Football Team. “I still receive phone calls from guys
who served under him”, said his brother James, now of Spencerport, New York. “Some
of them even cry telling me how they felt about him.”

In a newspaper article, written by Tom Haggerty for The Albany Times Union
and Khe-Sahn Marines Magazine the following story is related. Master Sergeant Charles
“Skip” Minnicks, at 38 was the oldest team leader in SOG when “this fresh-faced
captain” took over the reconnaissance team in the fall of 1967. “I was madder than hell
when he took over”, said Minnicks, a highly-decorated SOG veteran of four tours in
Vietnam. “And I made no bones about it. 1didn’t hide my feelings at all. He loo!
a kid and I resented him.” He didn’t say anything about it for a few weeks and then one
day, we were in the jungle somewhere and he pulled me aside. He said, “We’re both in
this for the same reason. We’re both fighting the same enemy. 1 don’t want to ﬁght you,

t00. We have to work as a team.” “Well, of course he was right,” Minnicks continued.
“And I really felt bad about how I had acted. But I’ll tell you something. 1 grew to love
that man. I would have crawled up inside the barrel of an enemy cannon for him. 1 mean
that-HHc was one helluva of an officer. I can’t say enough about him. He was just
excellent.”

ked like

L DObllLocK

|
|

I\ (Wi

TN



‘. The Presid_ent of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, July '9, 191'8, has awarded the
Silver Star (First Oak Leaf Cluster) to ;

MAJOR GEORGE QUAMO
UNITED STATES ARMY

for gallantry in action:

Major George Quamo, Infantry, distinguished himself by exceptionally valorous actions from 7 to 17 January
1968 as Commander of a Special Forces task force consisting of three specialized long range patrols on combat
operations deep in enemy territory. Throughout this period, Major Quamo skillfully and professionally directed his
teams under extremely adverse conditions. Lacking food and water and with enemy units constantly moving
throughout the arca, his task force remained undetected for six days as he led it in locating and destroying a
number of enemy sites. On 13 January, his unit was heavily engaged by a numerically superior hostile force which
quickly surrounded its position on three sides. Completely igroring his welfare, Major Quamo rémained with the
point element and directed deadly air strikes on the determined attackers. Fighting furiously, he personally engaged
enemy soldiers moving to within ten meters of his lines. He remained in his exposed position and continued to
repel the encircling enemy until darkness prevented further visual direction of air support. The insurgents
continued to press their attack, and he led his force under a curtain of fire through the hostile lines to a more
tenable position. Fearlessly refusing to break contact with the enemy, he called in radar controlled ordnance which
repelled the insurgents’ assaults and forced them to withdraw. Major Quamo’s gallantry. in action was in kecping
with the highest traditions of the military service and reflects great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United
States Army. e
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By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of the United States and as
Comman in Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, I have toda warded

THE PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION (ARMY)
FOR EXTRAORDINARY HEROISM

STUDIES AND OF RYATIONS GROUP,

The St
and unwav
rn volunteers from branches of the Armed
Arn ial Forces, Special Operations Group's and sea units fought ofMicially denied acth
which contributed immeasurably to the Amerlean war effort in Vietnam. Military Assistnnee Comman!
Special Operations Group reconunissance feams composed of Special Forces soldiers and
indigenous personnel penetrated the enemy's most dangerons redoubts in the jungled Laotinn wilderness
and the sanctunries of eastern Cambodia. Pursued by human trackers and even bloodhunds, these small
s out-maneuvered, out-fought and out-ran their numerically superior foe to uncover key encmy
ies, rescue downed pilots, plant wirctaps, mines and electronic SEnsors. capture valuable enemy
prisoners, ambush convoys, discover and assess targets for B-52 strikes, and inflict casualties all out of
proportion (o their own losses. When enemy counter-measures beeame dangerously effective, Special
Operations Group operators innovated their own counters, from high altitude parachuting and unusual
explosive devices, to tactics as old as the French and Indian War. Fighting alongside their Montagnard,
Chinese Nung, Cambodian and Victnamese allies, Special Forces-led Hatehet Force companics and
platoons staged daring raids against key enemy facilities in Laos and Cambodia, overran major munitions
and supply stockpiles, and blocked enemy highways to choke off the fMow of supplies to South Vietnam.
Special Operations Group's cross-border operations proved nn effective cconomy-of-force, compelling the
North Vietnamese Army to divert 50,000 soldiers to rear area security duties, far from the battleficlds of
South Vietnam, Supporting these hazardous missions were Special Operations Group's own United States
and South Victnamese Air Force transport and helicopter squadrons, along with U.S. Air Force Forward
Air Controllers and helicopter v its of the U.S. Army and U.S. Marine Corps, These courageous avintors
often Mlew through heavy fire to extract Special Operations Group operators from scemingly hopeless
situations, saving lives by selflessly risking their own. Special Operations Group's Vietnamese paval
surfnce forces - instructed and advised by U.S. Navy SEALS - boldly raided North Vietnam's const and
won surface victories against the North Vietnamese Navy, while i cnous agent teams _un._u:.__....._ the
very heartland of North Vietnam. Despite casunlties that sometimes beeame universal, Special Operations
Group's operators never wavered, but fought throughout the war with the same fair, fidelity .-_:_
intrepidity that distinguished Special Operations Group from its beginning. The Studics and O_:n_”..n_i..m
Group' ..5.,..5_, prowess, martial skills and unacknowledged sacrifices wnsu._ many American lives, an

‘provide a paragon for ical's future special operations forees. =
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THE UNITED ST
TO ALL WIIO SIALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:
, TIIS IS TO CERTIFY TIAT
TIIE PRESIDENT OF TIE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGRESS JULY 20,1942
- 11AS AWARDED
THE LEGION OF MERIT
TO
MAJOR GEORGE QUAMO, INFANTRY, UNITED STATES ARMY
FOR ;
EXGEPTIONALLY MERITORIOUS CONDUCT
IN THE PERFORMANGE OF OUTSTANDING SERVICES

FROM SEPTEMBER 1967 TO APRIL 1968

GIVEN UNDEIt MY IIAND IN TI CITY OF WASIINGTON
TIHIS 13TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 19 74
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Major General, USA
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

TO ALL WHO SHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

TIIS IS TO CERTIFY TIHAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 5 ATES OF AMERICA
AUTIHORIZED BY CONGRESS
HAS AWARDED

THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

: S 1O
MAJOR GEORGE OC.PZO. INFANTRY, UNITED STATES ARMY
FOR
EXTRAORDINARY IEROISM IN ACTION
IN VIETNAM ON 7 FEBRUARY 1968

1y IIAND 1IN TIHE CITY OF WASHINGTON
13TH DAY OF NOVEMBER 19 74

\.V T : -
DM\\? £ N .h...u NS Exnﬂmﬂ. 4‘_; =
VERNE L. DOWERS \ *

—Major General, USA
The Adjutant Genersl
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State of New Yorls

WHEREAS, in ta courss of Amarican matary hi
are lsgondary for their wnparaloled bravery
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RENSSELAER COUNTY
LEGISLATURE

Major George Quamo
20 June 1940 — 14 April 1968

By all accounts this young “tough as nails” Army Officer from Averill Park, was
both handsome and brilliant. Known for being cool under pressure and a square
shooter, it didn’t take this soldier long to become one of America’s finest warriors and at

7l

13 3 27 years of age, the youngest major in MACV-SOG (Military Assistance Command
§ 1 Vietnam, Studies and Observation Group) when he was promoted to that rank on October
by 1 6, 1967. He spoke three | —Laotian, Vi and Thai- and was even an

instructor in Vietnamese at the Army language school in Monterey, California

> ‘SF——'—'n- f"'
“eorgirt?” Who was this American hero who lived among us back in the 1950's ? Well to
Yllka, Tefta, Andronika, Marietta and James he was their brother, to others in our
Sand Lake community, he was the boy next door, the kid down the street, the Class
President or the quarterback of the Averill Park High School Football Team. “I still
receive phone calls from guys who served under hi said his brother James, now

of Spencerport, New York. “Some of them even ery telling me how they felt about him.”

1tion Number P/486/04

VanDeusen, Mirch, Bauer, Brearton, Brow nell, Durkee, Herrington, McHugh,

ored by Legislators Reid, Kellnhgt.
ury, Stammel, Swartz, Walsh, Wright

In a newspaper article, written by Tom Haggerty for The Albany Times Union
and Khe-Sahn Marines Magazine the following story is related. Master Sergeant Charles
“Skip” Minnicks, at 38 was the oldest team leader in SOG when “this fresh-faced
captain” took over the reconnaissance team in the fall of 1967. “I was madder than hell
when he took over”, said Minnicks, a highly-decorated SOG veteran of four tours in
Vietnam. “And I made no bones about it. I didn’t hide my feelings at all. He looked like
a kid and I resented him.” He didn’t say anything about it for a few weeks and then one
day, we were in the jungle somewhere and he pulled me aside. He said, “We’re both in
this for the same reason. We’re both fighting the same enemy. I don’t want to fight you,
t00. We have to work as a team.” “Well, of course he was right,” Minnicks continued.
“And I really felt bad about how I had acted. But I'll tell you something. 1 grew to love
that man. I would have crawled up inside the barrel of an enemy cannon for him. I mean
that. He was one helluva of an officer. 1 can’t say enough about him. He was just
excellent.”

J NN NG ENSS COUNTY SHERIFF’'S SUBSTATION
RESOLUTION NAMING THE RENSSELAER - S SUB
IN SAND LAKE, NEW YORK IN HONOR OF MAJOR GEORGE QUAMO

WHEREAS, The Rensselaer County Legislature takes great pride and pleasure in recogniz
s who distinguish themselves through deed, courage, commitment and talent; and

WHEREAS, Rensselaer County owes a great debt to the men and women of our loyal Arr
»s who so bravely fought to preserve our American heritage: and

WHEREAS, We must never forget our veterans whose determined spirit led us to victory !

us freedom, peace and unity; and A
“In another incident up on Co Roc Mountain, in an area swarming with North
Vietnamese Regulars”, Minnicks recalled. “He had all four teams up there. There were
patrols chasing us all over the place. He led us up a hill and then stood up and defied

them to come get us. He was one tough guy”.

WHEREAS, It is consistent with the dury of this Legislative Body to recognize the contributi
¢ citizens of our county and on behalfl of the residents of Rensselaer County, we remember w
est respect and admiration the life and career of Major George Quamo, of the United States Arn
1g served his country with pride and distinetion during the Vietnam War; and

But again according to Tom Haggerty’s article, Major George Quamo’s finest
moment came at Lang Vei, (a Special Forces camp in the northwestem comer of South

Vietnam along Route 9, a mile and a half from the Laotian border). Quamo was in Khe
Sanh when he heard (over the radio) accounts of the battle raging at Lang Vei. To make
F 1 a long story short, he gathered a few dozen Special Forces commando volunteers from

WHEREAS, It is important that we regard Major George Quamo as an American Hero,
¢ citizen willingly left the safety of his home to defend our nation and lost his life embarking upe
erous mission on behalf of freedom: now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That it is both an honor and mest fitting for the members of this Legislative Bod;
id sincere commendation and gratitude by memorializing the life and legend of Major Quamo; a
further

P, () ) 9 Ly R
BooBoDOORa80onC0 o0



heroic rescue mission into
(14 surviving) defenders to
Jate afternoon. Reflecting back,

inni tated, “1 really believe he should have bee.nvau'ra:ded the
e slhnsx: guys out of Lang Vei. “He saved their lives.” Already
4 a Bronze Star for bravery on previous missions, Quamo -

jstingui i for “exposing himsel

i ed the Distinguished Service Cross pusihumously :
:‘0:1 sebmc;::ru: vulu'::m: lof ﬁ%e" a Lang Vei. “He was the last man to leave the landing
.Done“ the DSC citation reads. “Major Quamo’s intense dediratm:n to his {neﬂn, his -
Zomnﬁs in battle and his extraordinary courage are in keeping with the highest traditions

of the United States Army.”

B #3) and then led an
arrival in Lang Vei enabled its

the MACV-SOG base at Khe Sanh (FO

1al Forces camp. His :
e Spees gm, many by Marine helicopter in the
Master Sergeant 4
Medal of Honor for getting
awarded two Silver Stars an

Quamo disappeared in an aircraft

A month and a half later, on April 14, 1968 )
An extensive search was

i rs to Danang.
ﬁ::v::kt;d;h:::x? ar: g:;nﬁr‘:l::?e was reported missing, including a naval search.
Since Danang was near the sea, it was thought the plane might have dri_ﬁed out to sea and
crashed. Six years later, on June 26, 1974, Vietnamese woodcutters discovered the
wreckage in a dense jungle area and the remains of George Quamo were flown back to
the United States, and he was buried in Arlington National Cemetery on October 21,
1974, as his family and several Ammy officers and soldiers lno_ked on. There were no
bands, no generals and no parades. He died at 27, a very special soldier: truly an

American hero.

Grace
o Cn L e, .

From: X 5 i
T; :m _;i's"rrce <9l_>mcoe@nymp.ucom>
o wmqunrm <pquamo@rochester.rr.com>
ont: o Wednesday, Apeil 21, 2004 409 PM
: Fw: Quamo Family Badcgmubd

Hello again Jim , Please review this update . Thanks, Grace

—— Original Message —-
From: Grace
g:: Jim quamo
nt: Wednesday, April 21, 2004 7:29
Subject: Quamo Famity EEdrgmul;d s

Hi Jim

This Is what | put together from our conversati

| on the other night Please look it
i) g over to be sure it'
m;\; ;{:‘\a& :Le;:;&amahm f:‘!u. and will probably go to the Sand Lake Advertizer ::d ms:'cr:‘::l;i;:’:ﬁt:nb:m
et e o oal;nlg ’;uma:::;m:t;e:nr?;: #ﬁal military record. | understand from Rich that the
e ot | cle. That's great news! lam going out of town for 2 weeks on
Satsope murj‘. y info back to me asap. | want to finish this before | go away.
Grace

Alexander Quamo owned a store in Albania. In the 1820's, lik i L

: I . like many immigrants to the U.S., he left his wife and
young dlwhmr behind while he and his two brothers came here;” the tand where you couid pick gokd off a tree”, to
make their fortunes. His mother travelled with them to keep house for her boys, and also to keep an eye on them!

Alexander went back to Albania briefly , but it was ten years before he had saved enough maney to send for his wife
and daughter. They moved to the United States in 1935 , in time to escape the Communist take-over of their native
country. Alexander,his wife Kalirol .and daughter Y lka settied in Lynn, Massachuetis where he got a factory job with
General Electric. During the next ten years the Quamo's had five more childien; Teha, Andronika (Donika) George,
James (Jim) and Marietta.

es,. To that and, he worked hard and the family

Mr. Quamo's dream was that all his children become college graduat:
ed head of the household. When Gearge was 1

lived frugally. He was a loving, butvery strict father, and the undisput
and Jim 9, they went around to local establishments after dinner and sokd evening newspapers. Mrs. Quamo let them
do that so they had spending money fike ather children, with ane condition ; they were to be back in the house before
their father returned from work | In fact, she knew her husband wanted the boys to have the maney but couldnt
provide it himsatf; so, the charade continued

dly in September 1952. By that time Yllka had graduated from college, married, and

to being @ widow must have pbeen especially hard for
though she spoke five or six languages, English

der Quamo died unexp
was a teacher at Russell Sage College In Tray, N.Y. Adjusting
Kaliroi Quamo. She had five ‘children at home to raise alone, and, ai

was not one of them.

wers living in a large house
etta went to live there. The
fulfilled their

Jn 1953 Ylika and her husband Dan Runkle, 8 teacher al Rensselar Polytechnic Institute, ¥
:n Oﬁnl Avenue in Averill Park, NY. Mrs Quamo, Tefa, Donika, George, Jim and Mari L
children were good students, popular.and participated in extra-curricular activities at schoal. Most of them
father's dream and graduated from college.




i 0T e
~ George was a gified athiete and rved as Cagtain ofthe FoatballTeam and Class FESECTL Ll loe g ime oy

am and Class P esident one year. He was
tense, fo titive. Jim said that as
. focused, fair-minded and highty compe . Jim said th

ive big brother. s
Eﬂi%:-’?nﬁ::ﬁﬁu gﬂin brother was "Don'tdo as | do, do as | say... Hitthe books

and do well.”

ol il i ting from Averill Park High School in 1955.t.cok courses atthe
Grogeioesl i 21 immedme‘;t:m gr;\::srg‘andidm School. His brillance and tenacity paused him to rise to
S Mnr,_“hnd. gnd Lo mented. He is one of the most highly decorated veterans in New York State.
. " he became @ man arnong men. Many published test mc_miab !rem.those who served
in the Green Berets with Major éeome Quame speak of his singular courage, charismatic personality and leadership
n the
qualities.

nd raise a family

was able to come home to Sand Lake after the Vet Nam WVar, ai se ¢

:ferr::‘w;::: man&?rﬁﬁx‘;w of completing his college education . Major George Quamo gave his life for

his country on April 14, 1988, He was only 27 years od.

RESOLUTION # 80-04
A Day in Honor of Major George Quamo.

Councilwoman Fasoldt moved and Councilman Glasser seconded the following resolution

4/23/04

WHEREAS George Quamo, born June 20, 1940 in Lynn, Mass., moved tc
and resided af 25 Orient Avere in Averill Park, and

Averill Park in 19353

WHEREAS Gearge (uamo was class president, quarterback and captain of

during his junior year at Averill Park Central High Scheol in 1957; and

the fooll

WHEREAS Gearge Quamo joined the United States Army after graduating from high school in
October of 1958; and

bout

WHEREAS George (uama joined the Special Forces, Army Green Be
wo thousand sen Berers, Navy Seals and Air Foree Commandos to foin the &
Command Vietnam, Studies and Observation Group (MACV-S0G) in 1963, an elite growp &
d, upon being promoted to the rank of Major on October 6, 1967,
the SOG; and

cavert operations
Major ever appointed

WHEREAS Major George Quamo, recruiting Special Forces and tribal volunteers led a rescue
of a Special Forces unit that was overrun at Lang Vel by North Vietnamese on February 7, 1965, saving
the lives of 14 Special Forces soldiers; and

rs in the Vietnam

WHEREAS Major George Quamo was ane of the most highly decorated 50
g with V™

Conflict and was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, two ws. the Bre
dertce. the Purple Heart, the Legion of Merit, and citations from South Viemamese Government; and

ifve

WHEREAS Major George Quamo served until his death in action on April 14, 1968; and

WHEREAS Major George Quamo's remains are interred in Arlington National Cemetery in
Washington, D.C., and

WHEREAS Major George Quamo served unselfishiy from 1958 to 1965, and

WHEREAS the Inmurierable contributions and sacrifices of Major George Quama can mever be
fully or sufficiently recognized, and

WHEREAS the Town of Sand Lake wishes 1o honor irs warrior from Averill Park. Major Gearge
Quamo, on this Memorial Day 2004, now, therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Board of the Town of Sand Lake hereby honors Major Gearge
Quamo by dedicating this Memarial Day, May 31, 2004, 1o his memory, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOL VED that a sultable plagque in honor of Major George Quamo be
purchased and displayed in the Town Hall

ADOPTED = AYES 4 NAYS 0




LOCAL VIETNAM HERO'S STORY CONTINUES TO BE TOLD

ave been published with amazing stories of the

diers endured in the jungles of Vietnam.
egend of our own hero from Sand

Many books and articles b
ar; stories of what our sol

VietnamWi
gs include the fife and |

Many of these writin
Lake, Major George Quamo.

nterested in reading some of
We suggest the following:

If you are i these publications, contact your local

library for availability.

am R. Phillips

1. Night Of The Silver Star — by Willi
- by John Prados & Ray

2. Valley Of Decision (Seige of Khe Sanh)
Stubbe

3. Tanks In The Wire— by David Stockwell

4. Red Clay Issue #41 (Spring of 1998) published by Khe Sanh Veterans

Inc
5. Battalion Of Kings published late summer 2005
6. SOG; The Secret Wars Of America’s Commandos In Vietnam
—- by John L.Plaster
7. SOG; A Photo History Of The Secret Wars— by John L. Plaster

We can only say God bless each and everyone of you who served your
country honorably during this war and all wars. You have protected our

freedoms and make us sincerely proud to be Americans !

The Committee To Honor Major

Quamo
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Friends seeking
Medal of Honor
for fallen soldier

Quamo killed in 1968 while
serving in Vietnam War
Exg:g;es Allen (“"J érb"/"(

AVERILL PARK — As Rich Castle read an address regarding
his friend George Quamo Monday evening at the Lakeview Inn,
he had to stop before becoming overcome by emotion.

Even though Quamo died in 1968, his classmates and friends
still get choked up talking about the 1958 graduate of Averill Park
High School.

The state declared June 20, 2005, as Maj. George Quamo Day.
State Senate Majority Leader Joseph L. Bruno and Assemblyman
Pat Casale read proclamations Monday to mark the event

Quamo, a member of an elite Special Forces unit, died on April
14, 1968, during a flight to DaNang. His remains were not discov-
ered until six years later, and he was buried on Oct. 21, 1974, in
Arlington National Cemetery.

Friends of George Quamo, a group spearheaded by the efforts
of Castle and Fred Shoemaker, have worked to get the military
accomplishments of Quamo recognized. Medals he received
include the Distinguished Service Cross, two Silver Stars, a
Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart and a Presi-
dential Unit Citation.

“Each little thing we accomplish we feel adds to George's lega-
cy,” Castle said. “As I've said, there is but one hero in this story
and it George Quamo. We just tell his story. It is hard for people to
understand all the things he accomplished because they didn’t
know George. Our efforts are blossoming.”

Jim Quamo, George's younger brother and alsoa graduate of
Averill, was in attendance Monday. He praised the efforts of men
like Castle and Shoemaker.

“What they've done is truly amazing,” Jim Quamo said. “Every-
thing George did was classified, so for him to be getting recogni-

tion is gratifying. George was always very humble. He never
wanted to stick his chest out.”

At the time of his death, Quamo wa:
in Mac V Sog (Military Assistance Command, Vietnam Studies
and Observation Group) and the second youngest in the Army.

A captain of the football, basketball and baseball teams at Aver-
ill Park, Quamo joined the army after graduation. In 1963, he

joined Mac V Sog.

s 27 and the youngest major

See QUAMO, B3 &

during a rescue at Lang Vei on
Feb. 7, 1963, when Quamo saved
14 Special Forces soldiers from
certain death.

Many who served with and
under Quamo in Vietnam

oyt e
» Continued from B1
Dave Barnum, also a Viet-
nam veteran, told the gath-
ering of Quamo’s greatest
military accomplishments.
“It was an honor and a privi- believe he deserves the Con-
lege to research George,” he gres o!ml Medal of Honor for
his actions at Leng Vei—a

said.
Quamo's finest moment came

movement Castle,

%g,a NYS SENATE ANNOUNCES ‘/3/‘__
MAJOR GEORGE QUAMO DAY .
The New York State Senate has proclaimed June 20,2005 as
Major George Quama Day. The day coincides with George's
birthday.
Major Quama’s combat valor during the Viet Nam War was
legendary. It could not be publicty recognized when he lost his
life because the missions were top secret. He eamed The
Distinguished Service Cross, 2 Silver Stars, The Legion of Merit,
a Bronze Star, a Purple Heart and several Presidential Unit
Citations. His picture and medals are on display at the Sand
Lake town hall. He graduated from APHS in 1958 and was Captain
of the Football Team and Ciass President.
The Committee to Honor Major Quamo invites George's former
classmates and friends to attend 3 celebration dinner in his hanar
on June 20. Special guests will include George's brother and
sister-in-law, Jim and Pam Quamo of , NY. The event
will be held at Lakeview in Averll Park, starting at 5:30pm with
a cash bar “meet and greet.” A family-style roast beef dinner
will be served at 6:30pm. Reservations are $17.50 per person
and include tax and tip. To be included please contact Mary Pat
Hart at 283-2705, or mail your payment to her at PO Box 214,
\West Sand Lake, NY 12196. The aut-off date for reservations is
June 12.
Gather any old pictures you might have, your tales of George
and his exploits (of which there were many!), and share them
with the rest of his relatives, classmates and friends on June
20, Ask yourself how many times in your life you have been able
to say that you personally knew 3 true herol Come ready to
celebrate him and to have a great time in honor of a great guy!

: J.S. Carras/The Record
Rich Castle of Waterford, Jim Quamo of Spencerpert (broth-
er of the late Maj. George Quamo) and Fred Shoemaker of
West Sand Lake hold medals awarded to the late Maj
Quamo (shown in portrait at right) Monday at the Lakeview
on Crystal Lake in Averill Park.

and others are pushing forward
with the help of Bruno and us.
Rep. John Sweeney.

“The Medal of Honor is some-
thing we feel is possible, given
all the medals George earned
including the Distinguished
Service Cross,” Castle said.
“His story is just now becoming

Shoemaker known."
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Veterans honored at
post

SAND LAKE PARADE
TlETvmdSmdLnka'sannual
Memorial Day Parade will be
held on Monday, May 30, in
Averill Park, sponsored by the.
Sgt. Walter A. Adams Post 1021
of the American Legion.
The parade will assemble at
Lake Park, Averill Park,
at9:00 AM and will step off at.
10:00 AM. The parade will
proceed east through the
hamlet of Averill Park, along
Route 43 to the Sand Lake
Elementary School where &
service will be conducted at the
memarial monument in frent of
the school. After the service,
the public Is invited to the Sgt.
Walter A. Adams Post where
the post members will serve

refreshments.
Your organization s cordially
invited to participate in the
parade. Please RSVP by czlling
one of the following individuals
at the telephone number
indicated so that a line of march
may be established: Maria
Ganu'ue.mstcnmmandef,sﬂ-
2748; Charles ). Werger, 1
Vice Commander, 674-2804 o
674-5992; Sidney Gallant,
Finance Officer, 674-3064.
Your participation is needed to
make this parade the success
that we hope that it will bej{
Ay 5lafes#

JAMES GOOLSBY/TIMES UNION
er of Troy, above, for his service in
w, Mike Stahiman
the color guard for

COUNTY EXECUTIVE Kathleen Jimino pins a medal on Frederick Kain T
VFW Post in Poestenkill. Belo

Post in Sand Lake serve In

World War Il during a ceremony at the Sullivan-Jones
and Dale Loucks, members of the Lt. Perry William VFW
the occasion.

o 3 e ) s e S A AR

They’re acting to help the veterans park

SAND LAKE — Circle The-

atre Players’ performance of
Glorie” at 2:30 pm.

5, will benefit the

Veterans Memorial

Pfe. D. Richard Ashdown, sta-
«d with the Army at Fort
Kansas, leaves for Iraq at

CarolLynn Langle
yr of the production. Lang-
Jped organize a benefit
ance for the memorial

Tickets are $12 and rese
dons can be made by ailling
674-2007 or online at
htrpi//www.ticketleap.com.

T

: cafe, gallery and gift shop
be open one hour prior to

he
Arts is located
alf mile

and Lake Center for the
at 2880 Route 43,
t of the blinking

or more information on the
theatrical benefit performance,
contaet Langley at 283-4769. For
news on the Memorial Park,
contact committee member Bill
Glasser at674-3965 or

T U i3S Vet

CRCLE THEATRE PLAYERS |
THE CIRCLE THEATRE PLAYERS and members of the Sand Lake Veterans Memorial Park committee |
are coordinating on a benefit performance of the theater grou p's next play. From left are Bill Glasser of
Averill Park, Pfc. D. Richard Ashdown and CarolLynn Langley, both of East Poestenkill, and Bill Hoffay of

Averill Park.




HONORED
WHERE BORN
was 3 member % S
| Forces Army f Rieterans
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“In another incident up on Co Roc Mountain, in an area swarming with North
Vietnamese Regulars”, Minnicks recalled. “He had all four teams up there. There were
patrols chasing us all over the place. Heled usupa hill and then stood up and defied
them to come get us. He was one tough guy™.

But again according to Tom Haggerty's article, Major George Quamo’s finest
moment came at Lang Vei, (a Special Forces camp in the northwestem comer of South
Vietnam along Route 9, a mile and a half from the Laotian border). Ouamo was in Khe
Sanh when he heard (over the radio) accounts of the battle ragging at Lang Vei. To make
a long story short, he gathered a few dozen Special Forces commando volunteers from
the MACV-SOG base at Khe Sanh (FOB #3) and then led an heroic rescue mission into
the Special Forces camp. His arrival in Lang Vei enabled its (14 surviving) defenders to
evacuate the area, many by Marine helicopter in the late afternoon. Reflecting back,
Master Sergeant Minnicks stated, “I really believe he should have been awarded the
Medal of Honor for getting those guys out of Lang Vei. “He saved their lives.” Already
awarded two Silver Stars and a Bronze Star for bravery on previous mi: Quamo
would be awarded the Distinguished Service Cross posthumously for “exposing himself
{0 a tremendous volume of fire” at Lang Vei. “He was the last man to leave the landing
zone” the DSC citation reads. “Major Quamo’s intense dedication to his men, his
coolness in battle and his extraordinary courage arc in keeping with the highest traditions
of the United States Army.”

A month and a half later, on April 14, 1968 Quamo disappez red in an aircraft
enroute to deliver some top-secret papers to Danang. An extensive search was
undertaken as soon as Quamo’s plane was reported missing, including a naval scarch.
Since Danang was near the sea, it was thought the plane might have drifted out to sea and
crashed. Six years later, on June 26, 1974, Vietnamese woodcutters discovered the
wreckage in a dense jungle arca and the remains of George Quamo were flown back to
the United States and he was buried in Arlington National Cemetery on October 21,
1974, as his family and several Army officers and soldiers looked on. There were no
bands, no generals and no parades. He died at 27, a very special soldier: truly an
American hero.

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Washington D.C.
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The President of the United States of America, au horized by Act of Congress, July 25, GWu.E.M awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross uom:.:_:._o&_«. to

MAJOR GEORGE QUAMO
UNITED STATES ARMY

for extraordinary heroism in action:

Major George Quamo, Infantry, by extraordinary heroism on 7 February 1968 in connection with
military operations against an armed an the Republic of Vietnam. When the Lang Vei Spe | Forces Camp Was
overrun on 7 February 1968 by nine P79 estimated two battalions of North Vietnamese, Major Quamo
immediately set about organizing a reliel force, ed to Old Lang Vei Camp where the wounded survivors had
withdrawn. Upon arti Old Lang Vei, which b this time was under attack, Major Quamo personally su nnﬁﬂnﬁw_lum.u&:m
and extraction of the Lang Vel SULVivOoTs, constantly n% rodeadly accurate enemy mortar an smail arms fire. When
it mecame apparent that his reliel force wmded with no hope of ex! settow fron that location, Major Quamo immediately
set about dividing his force in half while continually exposing himself 1o a tromendous volume of enemy fire to bring in friendly
air strikes. Under the firm hand and cool courage of Major Quamo, half of the group dolivered such 2 withering and intense volume
of fire that the enemy was unable to prevent {he breakout. When the breakout force became pinned down enroute to the landing
r Quamo personally maneuvered his group agninst the superior enemy force, driving them from their positions, allowing
i ¢l to reach the landing zone. Major Quamo personally supervised the extraction of his men while constantly exposing
?Emn:. to enemy fire from all sides to call in friendly air strikes. He was the Jast person to leave the landing zone. Major Quamo's
intense dedication to his men, his coolness in battle, and his extraordinary courage are in keeping with the highest traditions of the
United States Army and reflect great credit upon himself and the military service.
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renamed on Veterans Day in memory of Maj.

George Quamo. Sand Lake native Quamo was a
highly decorated Army Green Beret officer who
served in the Vietnam War from 1963 until his
disappearance in action there in April 1968.
Unveiling the sign are, from left above, his brother,
James, his sister, Donika Quamo-Steitz, and Martin
T. Reid, vice chairman of the County Legislature. At
left, Robert Reiter, plays ‘Taps' during the
8 ceremony.

T he Sand Lake Sheriff's Substation was
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Old comrades recal]

GRorge Quamo as a

nqtural combat leader

ByTOM HAGGERTY

| Sgﬁia!tothe Times Union
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have fought

neger knouw.

plabing in Afghanistan,

It wasn’t always that way, as the

stody of a young man from Averill
Patk will attest.

So secret were the missions of

Artlerica’s special forces in Viet-

nam in the 19605 that even now,

decades after the war, many “offj-

> accounts have never heen

e public. Most reportedly were

royed even before the war
in 1975,

d

m Veterans Memorial in
79y, and of course, the Vietnam

= —Special Ops motto

Since Sept 11, Americans have
beéome familiar wich the term
spécial forces and the role theyare

Veterans Memorial in Washing-

ton.

But few ouside of the select
group of men who served with him
know about the extraordinary her-
oism and leadership Quamo exhib-

ited there,

“Lstill receive phone calls from
guys who served under: him,” said
his brother James Quamo, now of
Monroe County.

Spencerport,
“Some of them even cry telling me
how they felt about my brother,

. George Quamo was a
highly decorated Army Green Be-
ret officer who served in MAGVL
SOG (Military Assistance Com-
mand Vietnam, Studies and Obser-
vation Group, formerly known as
the Special Operations Group)

from 1963-until his death in April
Mbﬁ 2,000 people served in

SOG during the Vietnam War. It
Was an all-volunteer organization
composed of Green Berets, Navy
Seals and Alir Force Ajr Comman-
dos.
SOG ook its orders directly
from Washington, Its teams per-
sumed some of the most danger-
0us "l heroie missions of the
Vietnam War, inchuding cross-bo-

= wouldn’t do himself”

der reconnaissance and lightning
“Hatchet Force” attacks on North
Vietnamese positions alongthe Ho
ChiMinh Trail in North Vietnam,
and in Cambodia and Laos, Of the
17 Medals of Honor awarded to
special forces troops in Vietnam,
SOG troops received 10,

In the years George Quamo
served in SOG, he would establish
himself as one of the Army’s most/
highly respected field command-
ers, according to comments by his
superiors. Young, handsome and
brilliant— he spoke three foreign
languages: Laotian, Vietnamese
and Thai — the S5-foot-10, 180-
pound Quamo was fearless and. -
“tough as nails.”

Col. David C, “Bulldog” Smith
was one of Quamo’s last command-
ersin Vietnam.

“George was one of the finest
soldiers I ever served with,” said
Smith, a former Army Ranger s
during the Korean War whe served
two different tours with Quamo,
“He was considered the Lawrence
of Arabia of Vietnam. Everyone
respected him. The men he served

with, the Laotians and the Monta-

+ gnards. He never asked anyone to

do  something he couldn’t or




