THE ANTI-RENT WAR IN
RENSSELAER COUNTY, NEW YORK
1839 TO 1850

by John J. Thero

File #8




John J. Thero
Graduate School

s
. B
mm.m
mﬂ.m
1§ 2
£ g 2
..am.-—
g4

g

| T, gy Py S i S, G, gy gy
..\....IS)I!:I..l..!c.i:}.vl..)..‘d
R T T |t e

.....l:l.ol:l:.l..

(t{{t

)
)
)

)
)

bbb

e

b phty
trpmitemtime

pusgpbbiiib
] P
tomtionttm ity
T T L L L | bl & bt

b g a =y

S G S Ty " —
tmitom? tmttmitadtmtimd.
T T ot |t L 5. B 4 s 44
et St S S St Tt

o

(Ll et Lo L]

I e i) B e, e T e e R




Chapter

I,

1I,
I11,
IV,

v,

Ni.
VII,

BIBLIOGRAPHY, o « o o 5 s s s s s s & & »

TABLE OF CONTERTS

The Colonization of Rensselaarwyck. « « + « »

The Lasst Patroon, Stephen Van Renssslaer III,

The First Antl-Tent Fattle, , o« « s o o« « »

Tne Tenants Teke Time to Organize ,
Ho Irxadiate Lezal Relief . . . &

Orgenized Violence on the Manor .

The Ven Rensseloers Give Up , .+ «

i1

.

Page

102

GUAPTER I
TS COLONIZATION OF RENSSELARRWYCK

During the 1040's Rensseleaer County, New York was the

scene of much publicized lewlessness and bloodshad es 2 portion
of American history which came to be oalled the Anti-Rent War.,
The county furnished a strange speotacle of farmers living in
semifoudalism under & demosratic form of rovernment long after
the Revolutionary War had shown the Anericen spirit of freedom
&nd independence.

The enti-rent spltation which sprans up about 1839 in
Aensselaer County and in much of eastern Yew York State Iinvolved
quiet communities of normelly law abldinz, conservetiva farmara,
From thess law abldinz communitlies erose a state of reciklessness
and disorder which for many yesra kept locel law enforcerent
apents on the elert, and which even made it nacessary for the
stote povernment to intervene with military force.

To understand these disturbances known s the Anti-Rent
War, we must survey the esrly history of Rensselaer County, 1
After lienry ludson's discovery and voyage up the river which
bears his nome, ths Dutch undertook colonizatisn of the territory
alonz tha river. A trading compeny celled the Dutch West Indisa
Compeny wos Tounded in Holland in 1621, and cherged with the

responsibility of developing the Americen esolony which the Dutch
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nared Now Netherland.,} The Compony estcblished its first
permanent settlement at Fort Oreange--now Albeny--in 162i. The
primary concern of the Dutch Weat Indla Company was trade, and in
Hew Hetherland trode becore synonymous with mr5.2 The beaver,
found sxtensively in liew York, Pennaylvenie, and Canada, was
supplied by the Iroguois tyribes In return for trinkets, tools,
and guns.
Another profitable adventura of the Duteh West India

Sompeny, which 1t meturally did not publicize s it publicized
fur tredins asctivitles, was raldins Spanlsh treasure ships aa
they cerried gold and silver to Spein from Feru and Hexico, liew
lletherland served es B base for these pirate operations,
' To keep the fur trade from the English merchants, &nd to
snelter the fur traders from @#nglish treppers and adventurers
and from the never trusted Indiens, it beceme importent to

estebliah settlementa snd trading posts elons the water routes,

lnrge chief objects of the Vest Indle Company were 'the
profit ond inerease of trade,' and the humibling of the power of
Spain end Portu-ol in Afriea and Amepicn," Tihe provisions of the
corpany ecnarter were great, After June 3, 1621, "no one would be
perrlttad to s8il , ., . to the coests of Arcricn or to the West
Indies betueen ilewfoundlend and the Stralts of Magellen, except
in the norme of, or by permlssion of the YWest Indis Compeny."
fillton W. :emilton, Hoenry lludson end the Duteh in Hew York
(Albany:

ty of the 5taote of liew York, The 3tate
Bducation Department, 1959), p. L2.

2YThe mmber of beever skins sent home fronm lew
letherlands in 1621, was 1,000, besidea 700 other skins, valued &t
27,125 pullders, Ten yesrs leater the nurbers were 1h.-[191 besevers,
and 1,413 otters, valued at 134,000 guildera. In 1633 it wes
estimated that 16,000 beaver skins were nendled et Fort Orange
q_togg. The valus of beaver skin 1s guoted in 1656 et 33.50 to

In 1676 & llegro boy nine yeers old, hele end hearty, wes
valuesd gt the sun of 20 merchenteble beavers,"

) David Murrey,
_+he Antirent Fpisode in the State of Mew York," American
Historicel Asaocicrtion Annual Report, I (1336), p.
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The fur trade of the ‘agues (Mohawk) Indlens was especielly
valuebls becauss the liaques eontrollad the Mohawk River Valley
which was the most convenient exit through the Allegheny Mountains
for furs being trensported from the west to Fort Orange. To
insure & protected meetins place at Fort Orange, ths Dutsh Weat
India Company undertook the development of & ssttlemsnt of farm
families surrounding presant day Albeny, liowever, neither fur
trading nor pirocy encoursged Dutch ssttlers to leave the

orpanized life of Hollend and come with thelr familles to farm in
the Americen wilderness.

In March, 1628, to speed the settlerent of New iietherlend,
the Direotors of the Uutch Weat Indla Gompany, under provisions
of thelr firat charter of Freedoms and Cxemptlons, suthorized
their stockholdera to plent a settlsment of fifty persons over
Tiftesn years of ame in Yow letherland within a period of four
yegra. The atocltholder who could induce fifty such settlers to

come to Americe was allowed to bequire, by purchase from the

Indiens, an erea measuring four lsarues (16 miles) alonz one aide

of e novineble river or shors, or two leagues (8 miles} along

botn banks of & river, to an indefinite depth, This soyatem of

land grents in return for settlement of & region was called the

"patroon System," with the responsible stoclkholder called the

"Petroon," end his land called a "Patroonship.” Many of the

stockholders of the \iest India Company quickly became Patroons.
The dey that the charter received rfinml approval, Michiel Peuw

tools option on on trea olong the Connecticut River, Soon after

this Sanuel ‘odym requested & tract on the Delewsre River; Samuel
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Blormeert and Alhert Coenreets Burah,

ond claim near what i{a now Hoboken, New

a tract on the connectieut

River; ond Pauw, a sec

Jersey, which he oclled Pavonis, By 1635, all of thees patroons=

shing, plus additional omes in the West Indfes end South Americrn,

had proven to be failuras, only one petroonship was a lasting
success: lensselaerwyck, an ared atretening alongs the “udason
River north and acuth of Fort Orance, end owmed by #ilisen Ven
Qansuolnar,B

wiliaen Van Renssslosr was ons of the most important
stockholders of the Dutch West India Company. He was o rich
pearl and diamond merchant of Amsterdam who hed had experience as
a land owner end developer of lerge tracts of land in follond,
Although & patroonanip wes to extend only eight miles along each
bank of & river, Van Renaselaer, by purchasing additionel land
from the Indléns for trinkets snd tools, was sble to extend his
grant more than tWenty miles alons the "udson River, Hy summer,
1631, his peatroonship reached from the Johoes Falle, near the
mouth of the ichawk River, southword to balow Coomm.h Filinen
Van tensseleer did not personally purchase this land, e never
evon cere to Amerlea, but sent egents to buy and menege for him,
These apents were able to astretch the bounderies of the patroon=

ship inlend until Van Rensseleer owned land which alao extended

3me patroon ayatem ls well Inown end is discussed in
most texts on Mew York State hlatory, A brief but corplete
desoriptisn is conteined in: Arnold J. F. Van Lear, "The
Potroon Systenm and the Colony of Rensselesrwyelr," Procesdincs
of the New “oric 3tete Historieal Aasociation, VIIT 909
PP. 222-233. :

Il...._fbid-- » P. 224,

S

twenty-four wiles inlend on both the erat Bnd west sides of the

Yudssn nlver, This vast domein covered the chilef arers now

ineluded in Albeny County on the west side; and ingcluded the

whole of what is todey Henseelser County,> except the tewns of
Scheghticoke, Pittstown, lHoosick, tne northern pert of Lonsing=-
burgh, &nd part of '!‘:‘OY.E,

Though the soil was fairly fertile nsar the river end
along the larger streams, much of Ven Rensceleer's smpire wes
stony, rooky, ond unsulted to productive agriculture. On the
west slde of the lludson River was the mountalnous Helderberg
&reaj on the eost were the Grafton end the Alps mountains,
Desplte the nondicsp of hilly terrsin, Van Renspelaer's petroon-
ship survived bectuss 1t was not necsssary to settle the nilly
rezions in the early period of colonization, Ven Rensseleer
wetehed his fellow stockholders sell thelr patroonships back to
the West Indler Sompeny until he alone wes a Patroon in Amerlea,

In March, 1630, the first tenants wers recrulted and
shippad from Tollend to settle on the patroonshlp, waich efter
1630 was called Henaselaerwyck. These tenents were furalshed
with livastoox, seeds, and tools, and recelved grents of land for

which they agreed to pay an ennuel rental of crops or llivestook,

Skefare 1791, Albsny County was all of the territory of

the Stata of 'ew York north of Ulster end Dutzhess eounties,
excent Weshinston County whieh hed been talken from Albeny County
In 1772. Qo Februery 17, 1771, Rensseleer County--named to
honor thne “an Rensselaer femily--was seporated from Albany
County, Tune first meeting of the offlcers of Rensaelésr County
wes held in Lanaincburgh et the tavern of Ananlas Plett on
Aprll 15, 1791,

6J. W, Berber and i, Howe, iistorical Collectlons of the
forl (Mew York: 3, Tuttls Co., 2l yupena

State of llew
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Prom the Duteh, Van Hensselaosr had vested in him ell
6ivil and military authority subordinate only to the uteh West
Indis compeny. fe hed his forts, soldiers, cannon, &nd courts of
justice. He had the power to try all low ceses and to inflict
any punishment, even dsathj though in case a mallows broke down
during an execution, he was not allowed to erect another for the
same criminal, This seems to have been one of the few limita-
tiona placed on the Patroon's omnipotence. At that time, ss Naw
Matharland was a wilderneass far from the officera of the West
India Company end Dutch low, it likely did not seem extreme to
vast such wast power in a landovnn¥. The law dld allow for en
appoal from the dacimiocn of the Ven Rensasrlaer court, but the
Patroon required every porson who settled in his jurisdiction to
pledse hirself never to exerclse that right,

At the end of the hervest aseh year the tenent farmers
wore raquired to hand to the Potroon or his agent &n accounting
of the smount of srain, stock and other articles which they mirht
have for sals, Only If the Patroon did =ot wish to buy could the
Fermers seel & market elsewhere, The settlers were further
required to go to the Patroon's =ill for grindinz, 'Ths Patroon,

in turn, was required to keep the mill in repaeir. The settlera

wers compelled to buy ell supplies from the Patroon's commissary,

and no terent wea allowed to hunt or fish without the permission
of the Petroon,

A profit was derived from this tenent=landloprd Arrangas
ment end, ty the time of

7en Rensseleer's decth in 1646, hnis

patroonshin woa potentinlly the ersntor of mény rich heirs The
3 .

=T
pitroonship was inherlted by Johannes Ven flensselaer, Kiliaen's
oldest son who was not yet old emouch to rule without puardiens,

‘Mo axlstence of the patroonship was jesspardizad in 1652
whan Tevepcyck, the setbtlement around Fort Orange, was declared
tndapendant of Rensselasrwyclk. Thus, its main settlement was
withdrown ond Rensselaerwyck beceme o lerge but relatively
unimportant colony,

In 166l, the British seized New Methorland. Tnia transfer
of ~overnment brourht some chenges, but few of thess changss
effected Ransselaerwyck. The name of the colony mow becarms Hew
York, and the fort end village previously kmown es Fort Jrange
end Beverwyck were now called Albany, In the terms of surrender
the British puarantecd that the rizh€s of individual citizens
would not be diasturbad, To insura this puerantes, tha representos
tivo of the Petroon in Remnsselaerwyck took the oath of elleglance
to the DBritish king,

9n Noverber l, 1685, the petroonship was offieinlly
potented by Jovernor Thomas Uongan as an "nzlish menor e£nd the
proprietor, who was still cormmonly called the patroon, wWas
tranaformed into the lord of the manor., Klliaen Van Rensaelesr,
son of the deccesed Johannes, was the first lord. In the patent,
Jovarnor Ton-an sonfirmad the granta of land to tha Van
Aenasecléars so that the mancr offlieciully extended inland twantzy=
four milea from the Hudson River on each side and conteined

773,230 acrea.? Albeny was officially deteched from Henssoloer=

TAccordlnj to a deed of confirmation, dated ¥ay 20, 1704,
to Nilisen Yan Rensselser, in the Book of Potents 7, pagaa 237
end onward, the menor included: P"All that snd those tract and
L
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wyck via ¢ relecse from the Ven Ronseelcer family, end on
July 22, 1606, Covernor Dongan granted Albeny e city chapter,
Kilieen Van Hensgelaer end his fanily enjoyed increasing
prosperity durinc the more than one hundred years of Hritish
rulc.a fenry Christmon, writing with a definite bies, states:

nts [van Renszalner'a_] eivil rights were restricted & bit,
but thers wes no chenge in the relations between landlord
end tenent,

The Tnnllsh slmost outdid their predecessors in saddling
the velley with blg estates, for in addition to nine actual
menors, they handed out millions of a@cres in patents to lesser
merbers of the iudson River arisiccracy., It wuas regarded as
pood polley to place lerpe tracts in the honds of rentlemen
of welrnt end conslderstlion, who would naturally ferm out
thelr lands to tenants, & method which would create subordi-
nation cnd, &8 the last of the colonial governors expressed
it, "counterpolse ln some measure the general leveling gpipit
that so preveils in some of His Hajeaty's zovernments,”

trects of lend celled flunsselasruyek, lying end beinz in ond
upon the bonks of ’iudson River eforeaaid, in the County of
Albeny, in the province of New Yorl aforeseld, theretofaore
called cnd imown by the neme of ye, Golony of Rensselaerwycl,
berinning ot the south end or part on Serren Island en judson
Alver eforesuld, and axtending northward up olonz both sides of
ye. =2d. river unto & place hithertofore and yat called the
Kahoose or the Jrcte Falls of yo. ad, river end extending itsolf
Zast end West all aleng from eseh slde of the sald piver back-
wirds into the woods twenty-four Bnzlish miles."

B211100n Yan Renssslaer, ths Third Patroon, died in
1607 ot Waterviiet, MNew York, without children, Hatharine
Schuyler faxter, A Godchild of Washincton (New York: F, Tennye
son Yeely, Publisher, s D F

qﬂanry Christmen, Tin Horns and Cali N York:
Colller fooks, 1961), p, o, — oone—=end Calleo (New York:

CHAI'PER II
THRE LAST PAT00N, STRMIEN VAN REISSELAER ITI

Aritish soverslgnty wes removed by the Amerlcen
Revolution, but a-ain the holdince of the larps landownars were
not wealtenaed, Tho State of New York regarded Rensaslaeruycl: os e
very large sstcte owned by en ordinary citizen instead of a manor
vested In o fandal lord.l® The Plrst lew York State Conatitution,
&dopted on April 20, 1777, guaranteed that all land prants mede
via the suthority of the Fing of Encland or hla predecessors
would remain unchanzed,

Stephan Van Renaselaer IIT was the patroon of Rensseleer-
wyclk when the Revolutionary Wer drew to & close, iHe had come
into posseasion of Rensselaerwyck while lew York wes still &
Sritish colony, though he did not coms of age to manage his own
affolrs until November 1, 1785, Stephen's position in few York
socloty was enviable, fle had attended Princeston Univeraity and
aad o Bachelor of Arts degree from darvard, 4e wos @ young man
of great influence heeconses he was rich end bacanae he was tied
by birth end by marriage to the most importent end influentiol
aristocracy of tha stnte, Stephen wes the =randson of Phillp

Livingston, had married liergarita Schuyler, the densntar of

20mme title "patroon” was officislly ebolished by both
the Hritlsh conquest of 166l and the American viectery in the
iiovolutlionary War, ilowever, the title wus commenly used until
efter the widdle of the nineteenth century,




General Pnilip Schuylor, and wes jolned c¢losely with Alexander
Harilton who hod married Mergarlta Schuyler!s sister, ~lizabati,!?

The land which Stophen Van Rensselaer III inherited was
not denaely populatod, There had been little orazanized amctivity
to recrult settlora for the form lands since the seventosnth
century. The rmanor was profitable, but wos completely unsettled
in meny aress, especlelly in the mountain regzlons.

Ipon coming of age, Stephen Van lensseleaer III devised
snd announcod & nlan for further populating end cultivating the
fiensselaerwyck lend which ley far inland from the Hudson Rivar,
This plan, whish would brineg -reater wealth to the Patroon, wes
to zrant free tracts of lend to vetarans of the Revolutionary
Wer. To retain the grant the veterans would be expected to
c¢lear and -low tha land, When the lznd became rroductive the
patriot formers would be exnected to pay & portion of thelr crone
&s yeerly rert, This "rres” period wes skillfully fixed at saven
years for the malsrity of the Tevelutioniry Wer veterans, This
plan created en imame of 3tephen Van Rensselner as & friend of
the Hovelutioacpy “up veterens at tho same time that 1t enobled
ur to settla thousends of virein ecres of hie lesst desirsble
htll land, Lots wepe letd out by Ven fensselasr's surveyors end
Bzents while other epents poomed fer end wids pdvertisine the
free, furtils land of Rsnsselneruyck.

#1th the pronlse of frea land for acvan yoers, farms were
quickly telen, Grlatrills were bullt neer wilderness crossroesds

and fast movin- strecms, churchna werse erected, and littlae

113axtcr, op, cit,, pp. 4lo-l13,

=11-
villapes and hemlets bogan to take shaps on the landacape, The
Elowing description of the excellent farm land brought ploneer
Inhebitents into the most rupped sastions of what ls now
Hensselaer County, The mountainous, rocky, ond heavily wooded
Grafton area, wihlch never appealed to earlier Battlers, saw its
irst ploneer rarily in 1786,%2 Abel Owen and his femily
emigrated from lew "nzland to settle on & trect of 200 dcres
given by Stephen Yan ﬂannnalaqr.13 Scon the rough log cebinas or
& few other New England families joined the Owen's enhin in the
lonely irafton wildennesn.lu It was also during thim period that
the first settlsrs moved into the steep hills of ifant Fosstankill,
The wastsrn sectlon of Poestenkill nad had Lts Tirst tenunts,
the Lynd, whyland, und lves tamilies, in 177031 and tue
rolatively lowear land of nearby !iand Leke had roocelved ita first
perménent sottlers, Lhe Adoms and bradt (Mrett) femilies, in
1765 or 2?&?;16 but the "free time" wam probubly necssssry in
order to populite the mountain remlona, The averure ront whioh

was later paid by these adventuring baclkwoodsmen varled from five

leﬁntnnrrord ileyner, Troy and Rensseleer County, Yew York
(Hew forks Lewis iistorical PUb1lshing Co., Inc., 1925), I, p. 10L.
13The rarm of Abel Owen was on the old road from Troy to

Patersburz., e road wes at one time called Owen's Roed. The
furm became the Stewart Allan farm, and Owen's well was atill in

use in 1440, ‘Yothanlel Hartlett Sylvester, !listory of Ransssloer
:ountF! liew ‘ork (Palladelphia: Everts end Peck, EHEO},
Pp. DLG=LIT,

lh]ugner, op, elt.ipe ol
15

Sylvester, op, cit., p. 557.

16~
(

ieorrme "aker Anderson, Landmarks of Rensselsoer Count
‘rracuse, L. Y,: D, leson end Couwpany, IB?TI, P BT{.

waw York
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o
to twenty-five bushels of wheat annually depsnding upon =u

fertility end acresge of each rarp. 17

Clearine the land for cultivation was both alow end

painfully difficult. Trees wore folled, but stumps remained.

“sccuse some of the tenmant Tarmers hed no horses, they hed to
bresk the sod or stony easrth by hand, If all went well, & small
crop could be expected to rise between the tree stumps. While
weiting for the first hervest, the fermer had his log cobin to
build, repair, or enlarge; the woter well to dig; and & storage
shed or barn to erect, After ssven ysars, ths lend was finally
cultivated so that it ylelded &n annual crops

When the rent-iree period hod expired the tenant came
down from the nills to receive his leese, It was sald that
Alexender Hemilton, Ba an expreassion of his theory of sovernment
by the rich, parfected the lease for Stephen Van Hensselaer.lﬂ
It was o now form of proporty convayence, & perpstusl lsase with
the reservetion of an ennual fsudal type rent in wheet, fowl, end
labor. In 1782, New York State hed abolished the feudsl idea
of primoseniturs so thet nll children could heve equal inheritance
in estatos, To ovold the issue of primomeniturs, Stephen Ven
fensselaer celled the contracts "incomplets sales,” The
property wes granted in fes, but certain "renta" ware reserved to
the originel landlord,

A very meterial point in these lecses, on whieh one of

l?ﬁnyner, op, eit., p. 104,

proncis P, ¥ixball, The Copttal Repion of Hew York
Stote (lew York: Lewis 'istorical Pub shing Company, Inc,,

(1952), 11, p. 1%1.

«1l3e
the decislona of the court of appeals was later founded,
consiated In the fuct that when tne landlord granted o
perpetual lease, he reelly "sold" the land to the tenant,
The loase wnas worded: "Stephen Van Hensceleer, by these
presents, doth grant, bersain, sell, remise, relesass and
confirm unto the seld party of the second pert," ete. The
condition would he different in cose the lond was leased for
& gertaln nurher of livea or for a limited nurber of yeers,
Then the landlord would have retflned en interesst In the
prenises, beuause under certainlsondttionz the premises
might return to his possesaion,

About one half of tha leasas olso contalned, in gase of
the sule of the premises by the tenant, the rescrvation that one
quarter of the sale price wos to be pald te the lendlord and only
thres quartsrs paid to ths dlsposing tenant, The other helfl of
the leassa provided, in case of sale, that an extre year's rent
should be peid to tae landlord. In both cesea, the sele had to
have the prior approval of the landlord end neither the sellingz
nor the buying tenant could tamper with eny provisions of tha
contract,

In the perts of the manor whicn ware first sattlad, the
annual rent was usually at tne rete of ten bushels of wheat for
edch one hundred ecres, plua four fat hens and a day's work with
8 team of horses or oxen, for & ferm of whetaver size, 1In the
parts of tho menor settled later, the ennual rent was usunlly
fixed st fourteen bushels of wheat for one hundred seres plus tae
some sdditional requirements.?® Thness terms wers not teo
different fron tacse offored by Killaen Ven Henaselaer to the
oarliest tenonts. As with most of the early leases, Stephen Van

fiensselaer reserved all wood, mineral, and water rights for himself,

lqnurray, op. cit,, p. 143,

20mmid,, po. 142-143. :

HISTOR, i SUCIELD
Bﬁwﬁ“ﬁm SAND EANE. B B
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He elso reserved the right to enter eny land at any tims to gein
taese resources. The tenent had to pey the texes upon the lend,
had to meintain ihe road, and was restricted to uss the land only
for egriculture, 2t

It 15 readily seen that cnse t;nnnts were found and

Persuaded to settls end develop the manor land,[&nn Renemalaer

could not fail to becoms weelthy, He collected revenus Trom the

land, but never £8Ye up the land nor hed to pay taxes., The
quartersals provieisn alons brought preat wealth, Records of
olght adjeining farms or 150 mores cach In Hensselasr County show
that from the time they were settled until 1850

:660,00 for each had been paid

s 8N Bverapge of

88 purchase price to the Patroon

under the quartersale, Another farm of 200 ecres was 8o0ld six

times after 1790, Ths Van fensseleers received $200,00 on eash

salo.za

The tenants reelized too late that tﬁey should have
received leeses iLafora they spent seven rent-free years of toll
cleering and lvproving their leesed acreg,

They were dissatisfied
with their leesss,

but aftep having suffared through seven years

of hardship, few of them ware Gourageous enouch to refuss the

leases ana

22ein plonesr inte the wilderness to cleer and plant,
Enn fermer descrih
¥was poor. I found a lot that gui

ed his experiences

Work, clesred r

Q & spot c
end of seven ye 2oL for & los cahin

4ra & large portion of the forest h;d-disft

could have foressen the futu
4 s ire, h
elf, The liew York State Conatituf

; titled ell mele tax
Van Ronsseleepts mile tenanti?yers L2 ivate,

220
Kizball, op. eit,, p, 141,

S it ki i i
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appeared, Myself, wife and 1little ones had Jjust commenced
to onjoy the frults of our lebor, 1 called et the office
for my lease, It wea hended to me, I told them I eould
not resd it and reguasted that it should be reed to e,
which was complied with. I frankly told them that the leanas
did not orree wita our verbol controct,"

"It's the only leese glven by iir. Van Renssolaer,” the

g gald

a'enEwnnt does the quarter-sals reen?” the settler asked.

"You Duichmen will naver went to sell, and if you
should the patroon will navar sxaet 1t, ¥r, Ven Renaselaer
doss not want the Yankees to ret emong wyou, for if they do
they will make trouble, It is put in to keep them out,”

The ozent further assured him thot the dey's service would
never bo exacted, except In the case of building e mill in
thet neizhhornood, Then the patroon would call on the tenznt
end his neizhbors for & few days' teaming,

"If the day's service 1s only to be performed in the cuce
of buildinz a mill in my neighborhood, way not lnsert it so?"
the settler surreasted, "That is not in ececordance with our
agreement, and I shall not take 1it,"

"You must teke it or leave the premiscs,”

"Thug," the settlsr's utng; concludes bittearly, "I was
compalled to teke the lease,"” _j E

Farmera who had settled on lend with fertile topsoil
bopsn to meet their snnual rental, but the rent payments of the
farmers on the stony mountain farma fell in arrears almost
imrediately, OSome fermers geve up, others lincered on in eppesrs,
One of those men odventurous enough to abandon his unyielding
forr was Abel Owen, frefton's first settler, He tollsd andlassly
for the first neven yeers to moke a success of his farm, Stones
probebly pushed through his soil rore regularly than crops, just
s thay do teoday in irefton; but the rent=-free years passed with
Owen still tattling his land for a livinz, WYhen the rent came
due, Owen folled to meet the payment, In 1796, he Géve up,
"sold" nis land, took his femily, and moved to Manlius, New York

to settlo on tne free Military Trast lend which was being

23ehristmen, op. cit., p. 27,
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parcelled out to Aevolutionary War vatar‘nl.ah

For the tonants who ware able and willing to meet ths
goerly rent, it wes due on New Year's Day, oslled "Rent Day" by
the tenants, Thess mors prospsrous tenants drove thelr wagons
ovor frozen end snow-rutted roads to reach Stephen Van Rensse-
loer*s storehouses; or rode thelr horses to Van Rensselser's
manor office or lienor Hauaszs to anow receipts for wheat and fat
hena which had besn dellvered during the past year to the
patroon's mills or to sectlonel roceiving atations located near
their homes, Often the farmers had to welt in long lines until
their esontributions were recorded., HKany of ths tenents found
conversation by complaining of the unféirness of the leasahold
systen, Tach year more farmersa fell in errears, Some of them
reported on fent Day to promlise & payment at some futurs date;
others remained at homs hoping that no sctlom would be taken
ageinst them,

Stephen Van Rensselasr did not toke & great deal of
action opninst those farmers who wera in arranrs, Perhaps he
felt that though some farmers did not pay their rent, they did
continue to improve what was still his lend, !le knew that ha
could digpossess them when other tenants wers found for the saore

lond, 1In the meantime they did him mopre Zood than herm. Chriat-

ehﬁylvestnr, on, eit,, pe SUT.

ZPy Cilys

25T1 tod =

A€ fenor illouss wos consldersd the handsomest h.

in the eolondies. It had besn buflt in 1765 by St::;:; Vn:“se

ﬁnnsaclugr ander the direction of his puerdian, ‘“uch leter it

iﬂfb§¥°-le§ Ingk gp?ggal Anilroed tracks adjucent to 1t in the
b digstriet of Albany, It

T e A Vi wes torn down in 1893, Dexter,

rEn
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belisves that the patroon did not take action because he

feared thet court action might decree his rental system unlaewful,

Christman relates two inoidents to support hls theory:

who

toward his tenants,

the

end

Stephen Van Nensseloer was too reallistie not to kmow
thet the semifeudal power of the fudson Valley sristoecracy
was an snachronism, and that a single act of provocastion
might erystallize democratic opposition, Hnowing the
history of his title, he was conatantly harried by doubts of
its lesality. e betreayed this weaknesss on one occesion
efter he had announced that he was goling to dispense with
the services of & prominent Albany lewyer to whom he hed
been paying & thousand dollars & yeer,

"Very well," said the lawyer, "Then I shall be at
liberty to accept & retalner from your tenints, and I will
then show you that they are no longer your tenants, but
the owners of the soil"

The payments were continued, it is saild, to the end of
the lawyer's life,

Another incident reveasled the patroon's dread of &
court teast, Ona of his subagents brouzht 2 men nemed
Fottor !'oxon befors & justies at Grafton, on cherges of
pouachinz tirber from the manor, When laxon demanded proof
that Van 3Jenaselaer owned the timber, the ecese was tranafer-
rad to the Nenssslaer County court, The pétroon sped Robert
Dunber to Grafton to settle ths case out of court, but
¥axon, backed by neighbors . . , would not be pacified,
Greatly esgitated, Dunbar took out his &nger on the subagent,
whom he found in the beck yard of his homas,

"iiho in hell and demnation authorized you to cerry that
sult to & county court?" he demanded, , , .

"Wno made you judre of the pntroon's title?" Dunbar
stormed, "Whot do you know sbout titlss? You are & domned
ungrateful wreteh! IMr. Van Rensseleer has sustained you
for forty years, and all you over had ceme through his means,
8nd now by this one sct you have ruined him, "

_But ruin did not follow. The oass was decided In favor
o: Jan fenssaleer, o decision made auepect by the p%grnon'a
payment of all lesgal fees, despita Mexon's protest

A third csuse for the leck of asction againat the tenants
peld 1o rert may have besn Stephen Van Rensselser's kindness
Sozme tenants must heve believad this to be
cese bocause Ven Rensseleer gained the neme of "Geosd Petroon,”

many fermers of his time referred to him by that nams,

E°Chrlstwan, op, eit,, pp. 30-31,
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«lfe [ . return from militia command, the State legislature chose Van
Though sction which wes visible to the tenants may have L fonsselaer a flegent of the lew York State University, In 1823,
been lacking, Van Rensselacr was faldlos potibionlisctlanabo - he waos slectad to the United States fouse of :;pz-anantativu
insure his hold on his rentod lands, The political power of s K ha ‘served until his retiremant in 1839,
Stephen Van Hensselser was very great, lot only was he rich, Ll = BI: 1805, Van Renaselser ussd his political power to
well educatsed, and married into the best kmown familiss of New phel 11870 i La) AR 2yt e s Lo b . Baains (R L T s

fork Stata; but he himsolr *88 80 8cfive, partlaipant in Federalist 3 twenty yeara, lle helped to have enacted B Hew York State law

wnieh pormitted the imposition of rents &3 a condition In e

until 1795, he servad in the New Yerk State Asmembly and Senate, . sontract of sele. In the mtata Gonstitutional Convention of

Party octivities at the state and national levels, Prom 1788

In 1795 he was elscted Lieutenant Governor with Federalist John 121 n (Renasalhar bsdl AL 8 ir1tencs £ fight ageinst

Jey ea Governor., He served 83 Lieutenent Sovernor until 1801 unrestrictod rale suffreze. However, his desires wepe ovarridden

NHon he was nominated for governor, but was defeated by jeorge @nd the Gonvention jrentsd the vote to ull of the tax paying
Exiaten- T 1n che aegs FoiTu e Bontnelnoxte it male tenants, The Conventlon provided that oll white meles of
Sehuyl died, & later Van Rensnslser ent ther
uyler, disd ysar or Ven Rensselser entared cno tuonty-one years and over could vote if they had lived in the
im tent family when ha mapp. d Cornelis Pas daught fx
porten: ¥ n he marrie orns erson, ughter o state of New Yor: for ane your, end in the town and county for
William Peterson, a ustice of the imitad States Supreme Couprt
i : 8ix months, provided they hed paid texes within the year, hed
8nd former overnor of New Jersey, 27 10
poerformed militery duty, or worked on the Toads,
Two years bafore hia first merrisze in 178 Van ¥
& 8r Jenuary, 1339, ven Renaseleer must have seen that the
fensselcer, mmed eightesn, had besn 2ppointad Mafor Gensral of
, land rent ayatem was becoming more and rore unacceptabla to rore
lisw fork State Cavalry, a papj he neld ts his death, uring the
" and mora people, The Depression of 1837 had mede the teanant!s
#ar of 1913, ‘ejor Gensral Van flensselaer lad a1l Ney York
1life loss hoppy end mueh of the econoczic problem Was likely
rilitis forees in & campalzn which invaded Cenada at Niagapa,
blamed on tha leasohold aystan by the tenants wha eould 8xXpress
Van Rensscleanty lead troopa wape viuturioua, but waps captursd

thelr dlssatt 1 = D 1
Wher the oar bod7 of How Yorkers onlchaAnde sen otz cha helr dlssatisfaction via the bellot box. oOn Rent Day, January 1,

- 18 Willian Sowerd, fow York! Tirst whi took
dlecera divep refused to leave the tarritor; o= the Unitad States, o 2 Ok i » - ol A 4.

EIu:.-.Iliated, Van {lensselasp Teslpnad his cmnnd.aa Tpon his Sffoe, ik Fohesdgithe S Blgarhatibe

agﬁaxtcr, o0, clt., pp, L10-413,

2Tsarter, 9. 01t,, pp. h10-433,
e

o Ny 301118, one et 1e-1
(Ithecn .?D-‘,'-: “Uis et a1,, 2 Short listory of Hew fork State I -
* Ve Y.: Cornell Un versity P'ress, 1937‘}, p. 140,
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diglilod the Furopeen idea of & landed eristocracy.

he world
that Amerieen domocracy wes the force £O Yonals s )

- rine rifeudal
"Ohe spectacls of @ landed aristocrat 1iving in semifen

™ 5 1 peoming more and more
splendor cmong nls 3000 tenant farmara wos b 2

fem in an age in which demosretie impulses elovated

of &n enachron
nl2

the frontier haro, Andrew Jackson, to the White House.

on Jenuary 26, 1839, Stephen Van Rensseleer III, the Last

rotroon, tae Good Patroon, age ssventy-three, dled at his manor
Aouse. Born rich, his rule of Renssslaerwyck had poid him &n
estirated forty-one million dollars, ‘b had been ebla to scquire
new tracts of pecl estats in Horthern New Yorl and in lew Tork
¢isy. At his death he wes aald to be the wonlthlest man in
hnaricn.33

Aristoocrat, important Fedsrclist, ohilanthropist, Stephen
Yen lenaselaer was publlely mournad throuziout the stete, ie was
sulozized froz pulpits and platforms &s the Jood Patroon who haed
overlooked tho unpeld rents of hils poorer tenants, built churchea
on hla ronor, end contributed to the founding in 182l of the
ensinoerins sehool which bore his name, Rensselser Instlitute
(Fernszeloor "olvtechiniz Instituta).

The Tror “‘udpet of February 1, 1839 conteined a longthy

obltuary notics of praiss titlsd, "lon. Stephen Van Ronssolcor:"

Jlsuar;ea Aebine Lincoln (ed.), Messares Prom The Jovar=
nors (Albany, i, 7,3 J, H, Lyon Compeny, 1909), I1L, p. 312,

223ay1d 7, T1lis, "The €

e oopers and lew York State Lande
holdinz Systems,™ ?rocoealn f the i g

e IIE (T nlg. 8 liew Yori Stete ilistorical

33:nriatman,

od. eit., p. 33,

LR

The death of thla gentleman took place at ths Manor house
in Albany, on lost Saturday afterncon, The cheracter of the
2473004 13 too wall lmswn to require from us any labored
eulogy,

s Armus speelkinz of hilm asayai

fnen, Van Rensseglasr was emphatically & good man.
Sanovelonse was & promlnent tralt in his character. LCleased
with the means of giving practical illuatration of his
prodominent digposition, nis 1liborallty embraced a vast
varlety of nbhjects, both private end public., He regardad the
poor with the kindest feelings of echarity, and his hand wans
ever open to their rellef, Indigent merit found in him a
generoua patron, The benevolent institutlons of the uge
have sharad largaly of his bountles, 3everal of the arts
eénd zsecicnces have folt the Influence of hls benefaoctlons,
9olding tne immense hereditary posseaslons and landed estates
of his angeztry, hls atientlon had been long dirscted to
agriculturs, and he did much for its advancement,

Jupnding the greeter part of his life, hoe ocsupled public
stations, elvil end military, tne duties of which he
sorforcod ln o panner hignly satlsfectory to the public, Hls
fidelity and uprightness wers not only cdmitted, but come
mandakle cg'c Erigsat axs=Zple.

The emiable qualities of his character were rost
conaicuously digplayed In als prlvace 1ife. . « « In 2ll the
qualltiss that constitute the mentlemsn, ond ennchle the
hiran chervatsy, He oy boe said So have been pre-crminent.--
fiz B christian, he manifested his sincerlty by the strict
sonlormity of nlg 1life to tas pracei:ta of the folth he
professed,

It way be noted that the editor of thas Iroy Budpget
contributed only the facts of tho death of Stephsn Van Rensseloer,
and then ausotod the obituary preise for the lats patroon which
had eppeared tha previous day in the Albeny Aprus, The Troy
fudzet was outspokenly anti-federalist, end quoting the Arrus
oy have been more oppealing to the Troy editor than writing als

oWn prufse for & “edesrelist--even a dead F‘ederalist.3l+

Aengeaana pe

a8 of “tha Troy “udret frox the obltucry

. Qah%g?umhnEJE‘cherallst Purty had been defunct for a
lll-xi&ai"‘mhg?hlgﬂahiaiia?a; level, the ters "Federulist" wag
fronth ] oE“th;rgJ end Renassleep Sounty area Judplng
erm in the newsnepars, Apparentl
f toe crea had not corplately mdanted to the t e
387 Wals and Federallst as intsrchangeahle-lnbgif.
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notice was & less eloquent reminder of the importance of the

ducansed) TptoprlSENe St etie soll.” In the glossified edvertiae-

ment section weo the notlice of "sals" of land owned by the

Patroont

Two Farmas For Sale--Will be sold at Stephentown, at publie
suction, on ihursdey, the 3lst inst. . .  that valuable farm
mown ea "John Rose Farm" containing over 200 acres of land,
The title is indisputable--is fes simple. + « To be msold

et the seme time end place, that other ferm, known as the
John Hose nuck Farm, situste nesr Fenjamin Chase's saw

mill, ., . o conteining ebout 95 acres. « « « This title is
durable, subjest only to 8 amall annuel rent to tha proprie=
tor of the soll, Terms of payment will be made known at the
time of sele,

Despita the wintry February Wweather, large numbera of
Albaniens turred out to witness the funeral of the Petroon,
These onlookers were rewarded with & view of most of Few York's
prorminent citlzens in e perade-like funeral proceasion, The

Troy “ud-et marked tho ocemalon with a combination of description

and limited proised

the funeral of Gen, Yen llensseleer, the veners
lemented Patroon of Albany, wes attand;d yeaterd:yt:§ :nd
vast coneourse of citizens, lorth Market end the intersect=
ing atreets st Clinton Squere, were crowded with the
fsathleﬂ populetion who were unable to ;eEin sdmittenes into
..hu.'..hur-c‘:;; end the lengthensd procession included thae
lpfxslaturo, exocutive, state and judicisl officials, the
?g»?roas s?ciatiua ond faculties of which he was tha'head and
L;n Fent pitron, end all classes of citlzens . . ., the hearts
of the entire populetion were there, in & spontensous BXpros=

slon of reapect for
e decensedfgg personal worth and virtues of the

To counterbalance the words of praiss of the Albany Arrus

or Troy "id-<et, one may turn to denry Christmen's interesting

commentary on the life of Stephen Van Rensseleer;

JETroz ~udoet, February 5, 1839,

-23-

Stephen Van Hensselaer belonised to & dying socisl order,
but ho woo eble to 1llve out his life an exponent of the
erigtocratic tradition that men of weslth were preordained
ond exeluslively compotent to be leadera in government, publie
service, &nd cultural development, ills mdmlirers had emple
penaon for colling him the Good Patroon, leverthsloss,
he should be judged not only by his ects, but by his motives,
Inder 8 modest tnd benevolent exterior hs had been the
uncompronising gusrdlan of his vested rights,

ifo hnd contributed to the rellef of the poor; peopls
overloolied the poverty of hls own tenanta, He had let nearly
nalf o million dolleras in rents ;7o uncollected for years;
sirns of unrest dled down emong his tenants, He helped build
churehes on hia monor end eontributed to thelr support; the
church beoceme & viporous defender of his privilege, even
c¢fter his death, e 7ove monoy snd time to fostor epricul-
tupal selence; the epplicetion of new methods incrsassd the
sroductivity of his farms, , . . le gave money end personal
effort to the ndvencement of education and eulturs, ineluding
the estobllsiment of Rensseloor Folytechnlc Institute et Troy
in 182li; people disreperded thgéignorsnue generated by the
dempralizing lecschold ayatem,

3christman, op, olits, Pe 33s




CHAPTZR IIL
M FIRST ANTI-RENT RATTLE

lo matter how the 1ife of Stephen Van Rensselasr IIT was
Judped, his death must be judged am tha end of an ers, His last
will, whieh wes anxiously awalted by his tenants, wes to event=
uelly affect not only his own heirs end theipr tenanta, but all
the landlords and tenants in New York State, The will provided
for division of the land which had besn owned by the Van Honasse=
loer famlily for more than two hundred years, Stephen IV, the
only surviving offaprin: of the first marriage of Stephen III,
recelved all of the land west of the Hudson River, consisting
of the Albany County lands and including the manor houge on
the northern edze of Albany, the warshouses, Bnd offices,
Stephen IV's laend came to be called the "Wast Manor," William
Poterson Ven Rensselaer, the oldsst son of Stephen III's
second merrlape, received mll of the lend eaast of the lludson
fiver in Rensselaer and Columbiam counties, William's land was
known as the "fast Menor." Seven other children of Stephen III
shored the land, houses, and stocks located in Saratoza and
Hemilton countiles and in liew York City and Albany,

The tenants cared less sbout division of the land then
ebout @ provision for eollection of unpeid rents,

All arrears

on rents wera bequenthed "to Daniel D, SBarnerd, Jasob T, B, Von

Vechten, ond Jomes 3tevonson, in trust, to collact the seme in

-25-
their ow: names or in tho names of the executors, with all
reasoneble induleence to the persons indebted, who ere poor or
otherwiss unfortunaots, and epply the money when collectod to the
Peayment of the just debts.," The "Just debts" amounted to over
four hundrad thoussnd dollsps.?’ The will intendsd that thess
debts be peid by the trustees so that the helra would have e
debt-frees inheritznce, (lowever, if the tenenta' rents fell ashort,
the heirs neecosnarily would have to pay the remaining debts,

The 1939 divislon of lensselaerwyck into two manora, by
terms of thie will of Stephen III, fecilitetes describing the
hlstory of Ranaselaar County (the Fast Menor) and tha nnti-rent
battles in thet county separately from the hietory and the anti-
rent buottlos of the remalning Van Rensseloer lends, However,
becauas of the similarities of the owners, tensnts, and problems
of the tuwo msnors, it will sometimes be necessary to refer to
events which oseurrad in the West Monor (Albany County). At
times, whon doscribling the Anti-Rent Wapr, it will be necessary
to so beyond tha boundaries of both Rensselzer and Albeny
counties beccuss important avents of the Anti-Rent Wer--svents
which had an eventual influence on the landlord end tenants of
Rengselacr County--teok place In Schoherle, Otsego, Delaware,
Sulliven, Ulster, Greesns, end Columbia counties,

Prior to the death of Stephen Yan Rensselasr III thers
was often trumblinz emeng the tenents, snd oceaslonel skirmishes,

but never &n orcanized end sustained temant uprising in Mew York

3Tb, 1, Ellis et 8l., A _Shart 4istory of New York State,

ps 160,




AT
state,3® FExactly when the aot of orzanized opposition to the

- d
feudal rent system began is disputable, It wes tnis organize

opposition which ceme to be known os the Anti=-Rent Wor. The
direct couse of the Anti-Rant Wer was the otterpt by the Van
Renaselaers and their agents to collect "back rents" by threat
of evietion,

In the spring of 1839, sullen farmers pathered sround
tavern ond mill doors to sosn handbllls whiech gave notice of the
four hundred thousand dollars in back rents to be collected on
the menors, The handbills erased the words "GJood Patroon" from
the tenonts' wvocabulary forever. The farmers grumbled and
corplained to each other that they could not afford to pay beck
rents, end the Patroon should not have allowed rents to go unpaid
for so long unless he had intended to forget obout sver sollecte
ing them,

Collection of back rents was attempted later in the
apring in the ielderberg Mountains of the West Menor., Spring was
the wrong season in which to collect rent, The tenants had just

Wetthored tae winter and few of them had surplus produce with

a3
3“1‘21-::-& were meny tenenta in New Yorl: 3tate bosides

those on Ven Rensselmer lands. Robart Livingston set up
Livingston ‘‘enor in southern Columbla County in 1686. There were
{‘audal land tenurss in the grect Hardanburgh Patent of Delaware,
ireens, end Mlstor countles; the Scott and Tlenhelm Patents in
southern Sehoharie County; end several smallep patents, Accord-
inz to "dwerd P, Alexender, author of "Jemes Duene, Moderate
Rebel," in Procecdinms of the liew York Stata Historical Assccie-
Fion, RXIV (1338 » Ps 125, James Duane fourht Vow Fn-ian
Yankees off the Livingston Manor land of hia father=1n-lay "where
thoy squetted despite proclamations by the povernor legal writs
and even oecosional broken heads," Duane alao rnugﬁt williem
frendersest, unsuccessful lesdor of five hundred dlssatisried
tenents in the Leveller's Rebsllion of 1765, James Duane was a
landlord of a 33,000 acre tract west of Sehenectndy.

o

which to pay the rent. The soil of the mountain reglona waa
exhausted and would not grow winter wheot as called for ln the
lemgson, GSprinz whent would prow, but wos rejected by Stephen IV's
agents, The day's assrvice with & tesam rnd wagon often mesnt
carrying a load of wood to the manor house--often a two day Jobee
or paylng two dsllara, (Two dollers wes o considersble aum in &
doy when liew York City's finest hotels were advertising & full
course meal for slx mnd one-half conts,) The news of o rent
collectlon attempt caused wild excltement in the lelderbergs,
Farmers declared their intenticn of not paylng back rent thoush
they renlized that they might ba evicted,

The Troy Fudmet of May 7, 1839, reportesd that the "wheat
never looked mores promising at this season of the year than it

does &t present," but the expectation of sbundance did not chanze

the minds of the absoclute farmers., During the same month,
Stephen Van iienssclaer's sgents returned to the menor houss with
little rent &nd reporta that most fermers of the West Manor would
not pay their rent., The farmers, buoyed up by their apparent
atrenpth in numbers, eaked for a meating with Stephen Van
fengselaer to di=cusa the rent diffriculties,

The meeting waas held at Van Hensselser's office in
Watervliiet on May 22, A committae of at least omne representative
from each of the lWest Menor hill towns of Jisnssslaarville,
Westerlo, Berne, Knox, end Hew Scotland met briefly with
Stephen IV, The representatives likely expected to declars thelr
right to buy clear title to the land, or at lsast to discusa

their rlevances with thelr landlord, but Van Ransselaer roafused
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to enter dlscussion, ds requested their grievances and

suzzestions in writing "for pracision eliminates rumor,"37  The

committes moved to Dunbarls tevern, drew up thelr grievances end
auzzestions, end on the same afternoon left the followlng written
eorrunicetion for Stephen Van Rensaalaer:

Ho. l==GIIZVAKCES
To Stephen Van Renaselaer, Esq.i

We, the underaigned & committes of the Tenants of the
Western lowns of the Western Manor of seld Stephen Yan
flenseclaer, do in conformity to inatructions of our
respective constituents, send forth the following es the many
grievences with which seid tenants feel themsalves priesved
end burthened, to wit: The enormous price put upon wheat
chove what it formerly was when the lesges were oripinelly
given, lt balnz then 0 75 [.?S} per bushel ot the extreme,
one dey's services with & sarriaje End & team, at Yl per day,
ond |} fowls, at 50 cents, makinz in all for ons year's rent,
on a lot of 160 acres (at 22% bushels per lot) at $18 37
[318.37] per lot; of which tims whest could be raised in
abundedice; but now, owing to the sterility and roughness of
the soll end country, it has become physically impossible to
{'aisa wheat to pay our rents--and the wheat rating at from
1,50 [%1,50] to 'z 25 [$2.25] per bushele=day's service ot
2 per day, and | fet fowls at 30 75 [.75], meking our rent's
rate at from '35 to %50 & year, meking i€ now extremoly diffi-
cult for many of the tenants to support thelr fomilies, end
pay thelr ronts, without involving themselwes and posterity
in extreme nerll ond hardship, Alao, the meny reservetions
contéined in our lesgses, tc witi--guarter sales, all atreoms
of water, uinoa and minerals, right of waye or roada, timber,
“Cap Cup A1l of which, we s o cormittes of sold tenesnts, do
feol to be moat prievous and burdernasore, and ask the sams to
Le recressed in such & woy ea may ba condueive to this future
neppiness cnd prosperity of ouraslves and posterity.ﬁu

In waet they lebeled "Ho, 2--fedress,” and "o, 3=-
Redress," the tenents' representatives pecormended cures for the
"evils compleinsd of by the tenants of Stephen Van Hensselasr,"

The oures included the abolitlon of ths old leases and reploce=

Latter to the ic," doted December 8 39, written

39 i Public ted L) 2. 1 ’

by Stephen Yan aengsoloer, ublished 4 R: Eﬁt Decerber T
T P 1 o P is i Tro ud ] pule] »
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ment with new leases with rent in money instead of wheat, and
with the rent vapying from seventy flve cents to one doller &
bushel depending on the quality of the land as of 1839. The new

lenses were to exclude

raservetion of quarter salea, water privilegs, the soil under
the water, the privilege of roads, mines, minerals, timber,
e.; bomether with the privilege of buying the soil, to thosa
who wish to purchase the same, &t any future time, for such
sum as the interest thereof will amount, to the amount of
rent on eech lot nmow to be fixed.

To save the farmers threstenesd with immedinte eviction
who were uneble to borrow monsy tn nay back rent, the redresses
included provisions

thet the arrearages of rent due the proprietor of the Menor
of Renaseleéerwyck from certain tenants llving in the western
towns of said Haner, to wit: those tenents whose property
ia insumberaed to ths amount of their psrsonel effects, over
end above thelr arrearages of rent due sald proprietor,
should be remitted in whole, or &t ell events in equal
prnpnrﬁ;;n to thne stipulations to be entered into for future
rents,

It 1a reedily assen that the cures suggeétad by the
tenantas were so favorsble to themselves that the dispute with the
Van Rensselser likely would have baen settled had Stephen IV
agread,

The farmers lived in hope for & week whils they awaited
the reply from Stephen IV. Their hopes wers shattered when
Stephen IV's letter of May 29 reachsd them, In no uncestailn
terms, Ven Renasseleer denled the tenants! grievences and rejescted
thelr cures. Txpressing landlord thouzht on landholding as of

1839, Vean Rensselaer stated:

a g
Wryig,
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T recelved your commnication, purporting to be in your
opinion ;jriesvances,

¥our encestors or yourselves, who are tenants, °°C°Pt;d
leases with a full knowledge of the kind end emount o ”
rent to be pald, and of the reservatlons and conditliona :i-
whlch the land wes subject , . s fully understood at the time
the sams wes made , . . purchgsers knew full well the rents
and covenants sukjsct to which they purchesed; end I amate
loss to econcelve how the conditions fnd covencnts upon which
the lends ore held can now be deemad prievous, unless some=
thing 15 now clélmed by the landlord entirely new, and which
operetes oppressively upon the tement; end es nothing more is
claimod theu nes been ocquiesced in end acimowledged by your
encestors or yourselves, or those from whom you heve
purchased, for more than helf a century, I cean not cdmlt thet
you heve now eny rrievences to be redressed; ond eapeclelly
806, 85 na rant wes ehorgod for the first neven yeaora efter
the tenecnt went into possession,

I heve exemined what you su-mgest as & radress for the allepasd
srievencses, end 1t orounts in substance to this, that I shall
deproeiste my income more than one helf, end yleld up
reservetiona, wilch constitute purt of my property, eénd all
without sny consideretion or compensation therefor. . . . Your
sujgestions, for @ rodress of prievances (which I can not
aclmowledse to exlst) are therefore inedmimsible,

Your last surgestion in behelf of such tenants egs have besn
8o delinquent in the peyment of thelr renta, it_sesms to me
is a matter with which you have nothing to do,

Ven lensselear's letter 1s lensthy. As 4T to place sare
blame elsewhare, he reninded tha tenants that his fether's will
stated that "the arrears of rent , , , have been bequeathed to

trustees sarc sre set epart end eppronriated when collscted to the

payment of :=is debtn,” s noted the trustees wers ebundantly

¢orpolent, could exercise a forebearancs in ceses of herdship,

end, he sdded sarcesticelly, thus fer the trustess have boen rhle

to act withont interference of a third porty.

Van Renssolesr was %illing to change some wheat rents to
money rents,

but et a rate of exchenze set by himself, ia
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prefaced his sxchanze proposal with the remerk, "I con see no
reeson why I should fritter &wey ry epatate In the menner proposed
by you, and would do pgross injustice to mysolf ond femily, end to
soclety at larze, if I should yisld to your exactlons, I am,
however, willing to change the wheat to money rent,"

He then fixed tha price of a bushel of wheet at one
dollar end forty ond one-half cents, the averafe price of the
forty seven years prior to 1839; fixed the cost of a day's
sepvics with & tosm of horses &t two dollarsj &nd sot the price
of fowl batween saventy-five cents and one doller. These wero
the seme or similar rctes objected to in the tenants! prievances
sat down for Van Rensseloer only one weel previous. Van
Rensseloer cdded to-ether tihe exchonse rates, Bnd offercd to
sell, with no rent reservetion, eny lends in the four western
towns at five dollora &n acre, This was twlce what the tenents!
padresa had termed vensonsbls, As further protection, Ven
Aensselaer stated that all arrears in rent had to firat be paid
before he would chenre any whect rent to money Tont or transact
any sale. The wore veluable land below the four western hill
towns, with moro fertlle land ond proximity to market, was not
for sale &t any price.

Their hope for quick end easy resolution of their rental
problem removed by Ven Renaselaer's letter of rejections, the
forrers of the vWest Manor announced & mass antl-rent meeting at
Serne, the top of the Helderbergs, on Independence Day, July l,
1039, An anti-ront corrittee prepared a mew Declaration of

Independence which wos reed to the esserbled crowd of farm
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The new Daclaration stoted the
d Ven

families at the July l; meeting.

alle
ri-hts suerentsed in Constitutional liberty, and then o

Rensseloer's proposals of May 29
&n outrec~e upon the iaua of humnnitg; :{:gs?g:rﬁ;ﬁpﬁz;gﬁ-{s
3 ormn the ofmé, o « o W *
LP::J::: ::::gcigtht thet Dr, Franklin conpidered Ehai ac’: .’;r;sbnc
Britlsh Perlioment Lmposing stecp dutisa on certe nlp P e
and documents used in the Colonies, & « « that we B aE : ?n:r
in tho lsnucse of the patriot . « . that wo shall n:hthd‘
torches of quite enother sort L1f we ere thus driven to the
glternative of chooains en unconditionel submission to the
will of one rmon, elevated by &n eristocratic lew, emanating
from & forelsn monarcny, or the reaistance thereof, The
leter 1a our ehoinP W8 . « » Pind nothing so dreadful as
volunter; slavery, 13

The day wns & succesa for the anti-pent cormittse, The
tonant forrers wern Cired up by the pledpe to reslst like the
patriots of 1775. They concluded by shouting to the "preatended
proprietor” thet tneir gosl was the redresses es steted on
llay 22, The next day B eapy of the Iarns Dsclaration of
Independence weas delivered to the manor house for the benefit of
Stephen IV,

Meonwhile, in the Rmast Menor, tenents were discussing the
&ctions of thelr West Manor meliphbors, especially ths response of
Stephen Ven fensseloer IV on lay 29, Though Williem Ven
Ronsgelaer was less overbearing and less arrorant then Btapimn v,
it was supposed thet both landlords were in egreement on rental
releases and rent enforcement, Willlam Van Rensselaer was in no
way 2pposing rent collections. The Troy Rudpst, May 1, 1839,
noted on Attorney Cenerel's eals of land in Sreenbush in arrears

on o mortcage of 1808, the deed, with exceptions end reservations,

=5
made by Stephen Van Hensaelaer [II. ndoubtedly, othar farmers
in arrears would lose their lend even i williem Van Rensselser
Was not @s aggresslve as Stephen IV, for tho trustess of the will
of Stephen III were in the Best Manor attempting rent collection,
Politically, thess arents Wersa ravored, for in 1839, nine of the
sixtesn towns of Ronsselaer County were under \Whig control,

By Ausgunt, Stephen Van Rlenaselaer was ready to test his
tenants! promlscd resistance. Writs of ejectment were drawm up
ajeinst tenents in tho hlll towns, -_an August 28, 18319, a farmer
nomed Isaac [lungerford recelved the first writ from Albany County
Underasheriff Amos Adams. funcerford brandished e long imife
wilcn sent Adema miding to more isolated farms to serve writs,
Thet night, while asleep in a Rensseloerville tavern, Adems had
his wagon destroyed, hls harness cut, and the tail and mens cut
from hia ho:'aa-.—l

On September 7, at an antl-rent meeting at Westerlo,
Albany County, sheriff lMichael Artcher was werned in & resolution

sant to aim:

Resolvad, that the committes ba, End they ara hareby,
roguaated to inform Sheriff Artcher, in & friendly =nd
courteous manner, thot 1t would be edvisable for him to

remain cﬁh‘nono, unless he come in the character of a private
citizon,

| Shortly thereafter, deputy Danlel Laonard, sment to serve
writs in ths Holdorberga was treated to a day of threats, near
tarrings, proposed drownings, and similan gbusa, This wos the
first time that the tin horn, ownad by eaech ferm femily to eall

farmors from the fislds, wes used as a relay waerning, The horn

Mﬁhristr.nn. op, cit., p. 42,
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the
was sounded from form to farm to arouse the countryside to

prasenga of deputy Loonard,® The oeris cnll of the tin homm
quiekly hasgsms the rallying sound at the coming of any of Van
Rensselamer's agents in the wesat or efst mMENOT,

In October, Sheriff Artcher and three deputiss tried the
temper of the hill farmers, Entering the lelderbergs, they heerd
the tin horns. At Aoldsville, & group of husky farmers blooked
the road, turned the sheriff's horss, and ssnt it beci: toward
Alhan§:} As slections neared, neither Sheriff Artcher nor
Steph;;“IU wished to further alienate the tenants, and & truce
sattled ovar the manor,

With the elections concluded, Sheriff Artcher determined
to securs the Helderbergs, On Novermber 29, in an astion whiech
fave the entlerent war its irst statewide publicity, Sheriff
Artcher celled for & "posse comitetus," end served nearly every
able bodled cltlzen in Albany with a command "te @saist me in
overcomin: such resistance as I I‘J.mi'.'!'l-6 Albany wes thrown into
srect excitemont es stories aspread of violence in the hills, On
fonday morning, December 2, sbout six hundred Albenicns gathersd
ot Sheriff Artcher's offlea Iin a holiday mood, The csserbled
posse ineluded laborers, bankers, former Governor William Maroy
ermed with & stout cudgel, and Artcher's deputies. The posse,
later called the "Mob of Gentlemen", travelsd on foot, by
cerriapas, and on horseback to Clark's tavern in Now Seotland,

There the main body stopped, About one hundred horsemer Pro=
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cended to Weidsville near Rensaelaerville, There the sherlff and
hls one hundrad uare met by a "body of men', . . soms say two
hundred, others sey fiftsan hundrad--some say on horachack,
otiers say on foot, 47 Sheriff Artcher withdrew to Clark's
tavern and thon lad hls battlaless poass back to Albany,

Wnila the "nosse comitatus' had been formlng on
Decerber 2, Stephan IV had been mountinz a publicity cempaign to
win publie sympathy. In a lengthy lestter of December 2, printed
in ths newspapera of Troy and Albany, Stephen Van Hensselaer IV
attempted to clear the alr concerning tne rented lands. The
letter was titled "To the Public," and begen:

ha many erroneous reports have been circulated relative to
the difficulties existing in some of the weatern towns of
this [Albany] County, &nd as mény misrepresentations heve
obtalned currency calculeted to incresse rather than allay
the excitement now prevailing in those towns eand es the
Sheriff (having been resisted in the executlon of process)
hea undsr the suthority of the Statute in thet case provided,
sumrionied the citizena of tnls county to B8sist him to over-
coms sucn resistance ete, I deem it my duty to inform the
public of 'the fects. . + «
After the will of my late father had been proved, the usual
rotice, requiring persons indebted to molke payment wes
published in the daily newspepers of this city not only, but
also in hendbllls and posted in meny of the public pleces of

the county, Some few pa their errears, while the eter
part neglected to do ao.ﬁg B =2

Ven Rensselzer then related the svents of Mey, 1839,
ineluding coples of the tananta! letter of grievencesa and redress,

and hies own reply to the tenants; he wrote of receiving the Berne

Declaration of July I, 1839; end his condermztion of lewlessnass

45mia, p, uu,

haTrqy Pudrak, I her 3, 1839,

47mb1a,, Decerber 7, 1839,

Yintettor to the Public,

Egjgbephnn an Rensseleer, Published: Troy Budget, Decermber 7,
-

" dated Decerber 2, 1839, written
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on the munor, Van Hensssloer reported tnat there were tenanta
who hed declded to poy their rent errears, ond purchesed their
lend or turned thelr wheat rent to & money rent s allowed by
his offer of liey 29, 1039, He stoted that other fermers would
heve taken edvantoge of his offer, but they hed been threatensd
by their enti-rent neighbors, He further stated that when some
lundrenters paid their rent, they ocsked thet the paymsnt not be
mode known lest violence come to them from the anti-rentera. Ta
refute o growlng rumor thot the manor extended, by low, for only
twelve miles on esch slde of the iudson River, Stephen IV con=-
¢luded hia letter by ssking the public o check in the office of
the New ¥ork Secretary of State to ses confirmation, dated 170l,
of the Znglish grant of 1685 which sxtended the manon twenty-four
miles on eech side of the Hudson l’d.ureu'.""9

Defore the lest of his posse had straggled back to Albany
on Decomber 3, Sheriff Arvtcher had gons to ses Governor Williem
Seward. The Whig governor was required to pive military eld to
enforce lew and order in any county uneble to maintaln order,
Though Sewsrd doubted thet Aptcher had exhnusted all local power,
ha did give Artcher the wilitie stationed in Albany County to be
used to arrest lawbreskers, but not to collest »ant. On Monday,

December 9, Artcher and the Albany militiamen marched on the

Helderbergs, G)n Tuesday, Governor Seward elerted the New York
Stete ni1litia,

Bolls were rung and drurmera beat out the call to
arms in the stroets ms Troy militismen end the Troy Artillery

“ompany formed and merched off to 4lbeny. Five hundred Hontzomery

U914,

37w

County troops, commended by Brigadier Gensral Averill, left Fonda
by roil for Albeny, The Troy Sudpet quoted o Kew York Gity news=
peper which reported that two thousand troops were on tho elert
in New York City becsuss the people of Albeny "have united with
the tenantry end that the roads heve heen blockaded, end the
bridges dsatroyﬁ-d."slo The New Yorlr City press had exazsratsd,
but New Yorlc Stete was at war,

fiowever, by week's end, not & sphot had been flred,
Sheriff Artcher had found that every farmer for whom he had a
writ had fled, His ermy, having experienced a week of bitter
weether, marched back to Albany on Saturday in lnee deep snow,
The Troy militis returned to Troy on Sunday, December 15, in the
midst of a twenty inch snow atam.gl;}

The anti-thig newspepers had a field day ridiculing
Artcher and Seward, The Troy Budget called ths "Manor War" &
farce whicn reminded them of en old rhyme, "The King of France,
with forty thousand men, marched up a hill, and then marched
down again," % The Albany Argus, seylng it did not "wish to
omharrass civil officers," blested the rovernsr's ripht to
order out tha miutia.53 which "ridlculous buasiness" was
brouziit cbout, eccording to the Budret, "by the inafficiency
end Incompetency of whig officers.” The Walgs were reminded

thet in lensselnsr County the "demoeratic sheriffs do thelr duty

3%%roy Stdnet, December 13, 1839,
51i1ban Argus, Decerber 16, 1839,

5210y Hudeet, December 10, 1839,
53Albany Avgus, December 9, 1839,
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by themselvea, they don't need a m .
et
In the seme issue (Dacerber 13, 1939) of the Iroy Hudgel
; - m
was 0 atory titled, "Black-Mall", which troced feudelism fro
o
edievel Europe. Though thore wes no mention of the ¥an
Rensselners, the similoritles between Duropeen feudalism and
Rensselmerwycik wers unmiatakeble. Openly favering the tenents,
the article concluded, "we should deplore the day when any large
portion of American spll should be parcelled out by hareditary
lords to republican serfs and bondsmen,"

The tenents received favorasble treatment in all of the
anti-unig presa, s Seward and Artcher ware derided as "Albany's
“Jon fuixote and 3Jancho Panza.” In tha following percdy of
Jovernor Soward!s proclemation to the militia, the editor of the
Troy Pudret ridiculsd ths Whig officials, attacked the privi-
ledzed, weelthy Ven Renssslasrs, end essailed the banks which hed
suspended payment in the dopression of 1037:

A Proclamation by the Governor of the State of food Sense
Eharaas the aheriff of the city of fAlbeny hes represented to
jovernor Small Potatoes thot on procesdingz into the hills of
‘elderbarrack to serve a process of the Suprems Court, he was
t:.at by a lerzns nurber of Dutcnmen, with lons pipes, smoling
tobaceo, and on asking thenm to Py up thelr arreara of pizs,
poultry, wheet, ond scell potetoes, they made several severa
end uzly mouths at tha sheriff, and pulling out theirp lighted

plpes , , . they cried out "hoo | hoo ! hoo " to the danse
of the precious lives of tl':e Sherlff and his men, T

Tut for tha 1znorant, big-bresched Dutchman of ti

the ?!elr.:c:bgrrsck. to suspend peying their rents ;.1: :Jl.:::l;ru
crime to the nobles Van Henaselners, , , , lione but the
educated, the refined, the finanelel, the brokers ar;d the
creat commorciel interests of soclety have & right to suar d
payins their just debts., For refusing t a 1

% 0 pay in
the bonka have dons in Philadelphis, is altossthen o "

i
5"‘?1‘07 Fudret, D ber 13, 1839,

=39

different affair from refusing to pey in pigs, poult!‘gi and
small potatoes. The benks and merchants nﬂ:ztafzg\t'ﬁ:mnrs o
rizht . . . not to pay thelr debts . « o » I

re?uss to pay their rents , . . %g rank insurrection, end to
bo put down by trmed force « » »

The anti-iuhlp war of words ended on Christman Eve in &

e 1 n
short, but bilting Iroy Budret srtlicle titled "Mountain of lleroces.

1 ! ted
el r[=sle the secat of the llenor tWor, being interpre
:‘.: Szgc:;rztacu%e;r, sipnifies the Mountaln of Herces, LPNb:biy
the nare was piven in prophetic anticipation of the immorta e
glory to be gained by our worthy Governor, 1:1* putting ’di\.{n [
the noint of the bayonet, the flerce and formidablo dwe e;-a
of that mountain dégtrict, armed like the beselpera of Jerico,
with dinner horns,

55I'bj.t‘.... December 17, 1839,
S61hia., December 2l, 1839.




GHAPTZR IV
THE TENANTS TAKE TINR TQ ORGANIZE

The vast publieity glven to the Helderberg uprising in
the West Menor served to unite the tenents of the East Menor,
A milxture of rumors ond feot made for exclting conversation as
the farcmers of the =east Manor meat over stcne walls, from wagon to
wegon, or at the local tavern, The weekly Troy Budget was avidly
read on the manor, end passed from farm to farm to &dd suthenti=-
city to the excltement, From the unanimous enxiety over the
brave stand by the Helderbers tenants came & unity of purpose
and esprit de corps esmong the East Mamnor tanants, By 1340,
"anti-rent"” was a femiliar phrase in the towns of Renssalasr
County; by Spring, 1840, thers were anti-rent committees meeting
in the varlous towns,
Compered to December, 1839, howsver, 1540 was & quiot
Yeer on the menors, Occpsionelly, the newspapers mentioned
debate along party lines in the New York Stete Logislature
concerning manor problems, Governor Sewerd sssmed willing to
exlst with both temants and lendlords while grenting some relief
to the tenants, A bill, celled the Helderberg Wer Bill, was
reported out to tho leglsleture for payment of the militiamsn who

hed beon activeted for the Decerbor campalgn, The b1ll ealled

alil=
for & total sxpenditure of 55:316.02.57 The bill was sent to

committes, debated heatsdly in the legislatura along party lines,
end finally passed, The Troy Budget critiecslly editorialized
that "the ordering cut of the militla was atill more unnecesaary
[then the posse comitatus) and the round bill the state will have
to pay in the matter is owing to tha folly of Governor Seward.
It may be set down by the people as ons of the benefits of Whig
ruls " 50

The big news in 1840 was the upocoming presidentlial
election which pitted Whig candidaote, William Henry larrison, the
hero of the Dattle of Tippecanos snd the "Log Cabin and fard
Zider Candidate," epainst Democratic inoumbent, Martin Van Buren,
in & rollicking, no-holds-barred cempeign, the antl-Whig press
wes violently enti-Haprison, while the anti-Democrat press outdid
itself being anti=Van Buren, Log ocabin raisings and log cebin
burnings occurred in the monor &a party membsra sxpresssd thelip
opinions, ilerd cider was drunk by the gellon as the normally
Democratic farmers chented "Ven, Ven, the used-up men," or
"Piopecance End I'yvler, too," while the Renssslasr County
Tomperance Soclety, of which Willism P, Van Rensseleer waas &
promlnent member, winced and cpposed the hard cider drinking
candldete, The wild campalgn ended as Harriscn end Tyler wers
voted Into the 'hite House, and Willlem Sewsrd was returned es
sovarnor of liew York State,

Rengssloar County was carried by the Whigs (listed as the

57::-1:1,, February 25, 18h0,

58my14,, sieren 13, 1840,
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Foderalists in the Troy newspapeara) by an average majority of
approximately 190 votes, iHowever, according to the Dally Troy
fudgat of liovember 5, the tenant towns returned Dsmooratie
majorities ranging froe 218 in the town of Greenbush to & majority
of =ix In the town of Sand Lake, All except two of Troy's elght
wards produced Whig majorities end it wes these majoritiss whioh
overcame the rupral vote,

In uarch, 1641, the anti-rent "Indiens,” who were to
bacowe one of the most familiar and colorful eéspects of the anti-
rent enisode, made their firast 8sppedrance, Christman, in hia
Tin liorns and Selico, describes the eventi

Amos Adams, Aricher's successor as shariff of Albany County,
' wes once mors sent to tia Helderberss, this time to muction
off livestook to setisfy tae pant ¢laims, If he had hoped
to find the larcers! vizilenee reloxed because they had
promised to end hostilities, he wns due for e uurprisn.s
‘ot only dld the tin horns sound the worning as usual, but
he uas confronted with & disconoer:tng new developmant, A
PErty of men -zthered round diszulsed ss "Indlans,"” in looge
pentaloons end tunics of brillient callico, decked with fur,
feathera, erd tin erncmenta, To prevent recognitlon, some
had painted thair faces black or red, end others wora meaks
of calico or pminted shespsitin, Thege crotesque croatures
did not 1irft o finier sgzainst Shariff Adams hinself, yet thay
preventead him feom tolding the anles by the practiecsl

expadisnt of driv I thas i
as bidj;u..]'go ing o landlord's frienda who had come

! 597ho ant l-rentora nover formally promlsed an end to
hostilities, allowin: tha Halderbers 1nvaainn, Governor Seward
end 4ls supporters euphbsized the fact that the farmera had not
I‘su,‘:nt_ with the militie ond ng militery occupation of ths Heldope
berga hed boan Recesasery, Iun hias January, 1CL0 messegs to the
lecialotups, Sewnra concratulated the farmers fop thelr "chesrful
ond p:t:‘iutia. subrlssion to the lew."  Thia type or modern imapg-
raiin: plus the faet ¢ t 1600 nad besn & reletively pencaryl
Yodr on the manors may have laft either Sheriff Adama and/or

‘Pe Curdstmen with the Irpresalan & g
ratified, 28ion that e cease-Tire had been

60, =
Christman, op, cit., p, 60,

%'_a‘ E&" W F

ERER R

T

£

=

-3

Durin~ the remainder of 1841 and 1842, the antli-rent
moverent was nearly lacking in violence, In September, 1341, en
Albany County deputy sheriff was rired on by the Helderberg
"Indlans," befors flasinz to safety, Down-with-the-rent sims
were displayed elong town roads in Send Leke, sheriffs moved
cautiously in tenant territory, &nd a few tenants were ovicted
from their farms, The atate lagislature of 182 namsd a griasvance
committee to heor tenants' complaints, but little mors than en

expreasion of regret at the tenants' plight and a reaffirmation

of tha Van Tenanolaser's lsgal rights resulted from the huar-ing._"

The Demoeratlc state convention of 1812 met at 3yracuse
#nd nominnted two conservatives, Willdem C, Rouck for governor,
end Daniel S, Dicklnson for lieutenant zovernor. Seward, aware
of an unpopularity resulting from o risinz state debt far canal
and railroad construstion, dealinad to rum for re-slection. It
wos natural for the tenants to support Douck, He was o descende
ant of a Palatine farm fsmily, born at Fultonham, Schoheris
County (close to tha land pentel syatem of the Schoharie Vallay)
in 1786. e had had publle experience as a sheriff and membsr of
the state lepislaturs, snd had won a reputation and populerity ss
8 Canal Comnisaloner who toured the Erie on his horse, "01d
ir-'hit:ej"‘.‘!'l The 1E42 eleotion was an overwhelming Domocratic
victory placing Touck, dubbed the "0ld ¥Wnlte llorse," in the
fovernor's chelr, Jdovernor Rouelk was to be spored any immediate
tenent probler es 10113 was o vear of tenznt ergenization, with

anti-rent somnitteesn publicizing tenent grievences and recruiting

E’li(imhall, 9p. elt,, p, 161,




new anti-rentars,
W11lien Van Rensselasr wos publieizing his causs, elso.
Spesking et the Rensselser County Asricultural Feir at Lansing=
burgh, the lord of the Tast Manor described the differences
between seveges mnd intelligent fermers who ere armed with tools
"to cover the hillside with a ruddy sem of wavinz gold.” "Don't
wisn,"” he sdmonlshed the listening farmers, "work with erdent and
Joyous aulrit.“éa Willism Van Rensasleser raceived meximum
publicity during 1043 for his gift to esch mchool district in
densselaer Sounty of & set of "Sewsll's drawings of the human
stomach 23 effccted by Intoxleating drinks." In the 1830's end
1840's, drunkenness wes the topic of mEny news items as editars
moralized to snow the evil of the dead and tha effect of intoxi-
cating drink on the victim, The Rensselasr County Tempersnce
Soelety, Judping by items eppearing regulerly in the Troy news-
pepers, wes a floupishinz organization of whish Willias Van
fensaelesr was en officer. Whether or not "est Manor tenonta
weres favorcbly imressed by Van Henaseleerla pifts, they could
not deny the guantity of favorable publicity which resulted, Tho
densselasr County Temperance Joelety resolved to "tender thanks
to Williem P, Yan Rensselser, thes pressnt highly respectad
Patroon of Henmsselasp County" who anowed by his gift & "desp

interest in rarel culture of Youth, end , , , a worthy son of a

820211y Troy Tudpet, Pebruany 11, 183, The Troy hudrat
became & dally newspaper, the Daily Tro Pudzet, s of Tenuary 1
1363, It remained a Vary pro-Democrat i

: ¢ Ferty newspaper with o
wice eirculation in Trey and in the towns of gennnoinzr County,
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worthy aire,"®3 yilliam Van Rensselaer pained favorable
publicity throushout thn Spring as sets of Sewell's drawings
Ware presented to one after another of tis schools in Rensselasr
Sounty,

Ths Deily Troy Rudpet noted the appearance of Williem
van Rensselaer hafore ths Troy Common Zsuneil on March 15, 103,
Van Rensselaer, dizplaying what waas termed "preissworthy
liborality,” sssured the Councilmen of his continued financial
petronage of Rensaclacy Instltute in order to ksep the collepa
in Troy.ﬁh Tn the next column of tha snama iasue, the editor
Announced that = total of two hundred end forty of Sewell's

intoxicetion drawinss were te ba presentad in the county "by tha

worthy petroon,"ss Aoving been fevorebly allied with temparance,

the sducotion ar Fouth, industrious Tarmers, esnd higher

education, the "nighly respacted" and "worthy petroon” ey have

constdered 193 his Jesr of the favorable publie imagme,
The vear 18,3 was important to many residenta of

Renszselaer Gounty besides William ven Rensselaer,

Irish fmminpan

Almoat nightly,

ts wore holaing Repe=al Meotinms to further the

ceuse for & free Irelend, The court houss In PTroy was a fevorite

reeting place for the repealers who often comparad the Irish te
th2 alaves of tha imeprisan South; or whs riight compare the plight

of the Irish to twe plirht of the leanshola tenents of Yew vori-
Steta. The Trle Cenal was bringing & boom in trade end prowth to

531h1d,. Pebruary 25, 1813,
e e 7
Sh1nid,, farch 17, 1843,

&
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<Lbe
the Albany-Troy ares. 2anel constraction, rsilrosd construction,
and the spsed of Iudson iliver stearboats wers all lively topics
of converaation among tha Trojans.

July 4, 1843, was occasion for the anti-renters to dia-
cuss their probisms at town celebrations in Sand Lake, or at
termperance soclety perades and celsbrations in Erunswick,
Patersburg, end urafton. Possibles loeal antl-rent candidates and
the nomination of Martin Van Buren for President of the United
States were topics of conversction as anti-renters journeyed to
the Democratlc County Convention at Calvin Sliter's in Sand Lake
on August 3l.

On Septerber 27 end 28, the Rensseleer County Falr was
held, witn an adiress by William Van Rensselasr recelving main
billing as "worthy of hearing of the scholer and orator &8s well
B8 the agriculturalist."” Several thousand farmers from ths Gast
fanor attended the falr to witness exhibltions and to win prizes
Tor exhiblited livestock and crops produced on their ferms, Van
fensseleer sent word that he was 11l end unebla to attend the
feir, It is liksly that that announcement caused speculation by
the menor fermers that their landlord was worrled over his
welcome @monz his tenents, Van Renaselaer might very well have
worried for almoet deily during the summer of 1843, Troy news=
papers had advertized lesel procecdings end public seles of
property in Grefton, Jrunswiek, end Stephentown; eoch snle
"subjest to reservations, restrictions, end conditions heving
been zet forth by Stephen Van Rensselaer,"”

Judzing by the livestock end preducs exhibited at the

oliT=
Hensselasr County rair, 1t would mesm that the leasshold, tenent
Bysten of farming wos rewarding to the tenant as well as to the
landlord, Farmers from each town of the Eest Menor won prizes
for choice bulls, helfera, pigs, and wegetables. An inspection
of the census Tor 1635 or 1845 seems to prove that thers wes a
meEsure of prosperity, The facts below concern Send Lake, pepe
heps the most prosperous of the manor townsi

Send Lakej : 168L5

Total populetion 4,291
Entitled to vote tccording to New Yorl Stata

Sonstitution 983
Aeres of improved lond
cattla it £210
horses
sheep
yords of cloth fulled in homes 3,176
yarda of flennel and woolen eloth producad

in homes _ 5,69 3,601
27 saw mills with valus of articles millad $16,965 #22,071
E srist mills with volue of articles milled 538,955 423,h3%

Pounds of butber made 1?11.?75

In sddition, Sand Lake had thas county's only zlass
Tactory with production of $25,000 worth of gzlass products in

1845; the county's lorgest tannory busineas amounting to 513,295

in 1935; lad 811 but the town of fiooalok in common schools with
twenty; had more onrollad pupils (947) than any comrmunity in the
county excopt Troy (1100 pupila); had two private schools; and

Tive lothodist, one Dutch Reformed, one Fresbyterian, ond two

r
Gapsiat churc'.ws.("’

Gh=
22naus of the State of dew York for 18 Albeny:
troswell, Vanienthuysen and Burt, » Henzae aartf.‘ount;

section; ond Censug of the Stats of Kew Yari or 18h5 ( ¥:
H T Yorle 1 1 Albany:
Corroll and Jeok, ."l‘[ﬂl.'ern to EI'I.B E.‘;fuIat IE'EBi - alae,
ar; » ure, » Renssalaer
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Actuelly, soms of the tenant farmers on the flast Manor,

it
blessod with botter soil or more enerpy then others, had bui
fine houses &nd barns, could afford to pey their rent, end lived
very comfortably. Ffhese were likely the prize winners at tha

county fair, ‘iowaver, these well=to=do farmera were the excep=
tion; most of their neighbors remained relatively poor. The Troy
Fudret tells of meceiving & fine load of hard raple wood from
Phinees Wright of Send Lake in payment for & year's newspoper
subscription becmuss Wright hed no money at 811,57

while the Democrats won many important state and local
offices in ths bitterly partisan election of 1643, Gideon
Reymolds, a Whig ond native of Petersburg, won the job of
Rensselaer County Cheriff by what anti-Whipg newspapers called
"Whigrery freud and bribery." Christman reports that Reynolds
"had bson elected by farmers' votes" end "he hed mlways been
aycpathstic towerd tha Antl-Rantara;ae but officiel returns show
that Meynolds lost every “ast Menor farm town except Kesssu, and
&ctually won becsuse he carried Troy and Lansingburg.69

With the elections over, winter coming, and 1843 drawing

to a close, defsult "ssles" were advertized more extensively than

T2roy ud-et, December 31, 1839.

68:hristran, op., clt,, p. 103.

6?32117 Proy Pudzet, N i
s iet, Noverber B, liovamber 9, 1843,
Zrunswick, Terlin, Stepnhentown, Pstarsbﬁrg. 3end Ls&a, gghodnck
ire=nbush, ond Grafton were &ll capried by Shepiff Remold's k
Jerocratic opponent, The Democrats £lso controlled the importent
town supervisor positions in 21l manor towns except Schodack
Erunswlek, end Uessau, Perhaps Christrmen was mistoken in hi;
eveluution of Sheriff 3ideon fleynold's populerity due ts tho fact
that the opponent for tus office had the seme last neme (Stephen
fejnolds, Jr, of lloosick), but was net pelated to the victor,
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at eny provious time that yeer, Tenants, readinz of thelr neliin=
bor's lopsen, reclized that with ench "sale," Willlam Van
Ronasslaer wes rocelvins hla one-quartsr of the sale price o
stipulatod in the contrects.

Mhourh tho renks of the cnti-rent movement contulned the
tonant fermers, thn leaders wera not only férmers but elso
surveyors, publishers, shopkeepers, end country doctors. The r&n
«“ho ec&ma to be recosnized as the anti-rent leader in both the
east and weat monors wos Doeter dmith A, Hougaton of Alps, a hill
commnity lying between Sand Lake, Nossau, &nd Stephentown in
iensnelaer County, foughton was born on 8 leased farm in Stephen=
town in 1810, the eighth child of Azor Doughton, & tenant farmer,
#hen Smith wos aix months old, his parents moved tc Honeasleer=-
ville on the West Manor, end there Smith Srew up as the son of n
tonant farmer of Stephen Van Rensseleer 1II, When he was fifteeon,
fmlth was sent to an academy at Cambrldpe, Weghlnzgton County, for
two years; @ald then to Middlabury Collere, Vermont, until 1831
wien he roiusted ap o medicel doctor,’? Doector fourhten
practiced wedlcine in Saratoze Sprinza, Now York City, Slens
rlls, ond Jelhl in the Ostakill ountains untll 1837. In 1837,
ho entered the Patriots! War in Canada, and, after defeot in
“oneda, roturned to the Taat Manop, Tl

Shortly after the time of the death of Stephen Van

fensselaer IEI, Doctor Fousnton marrled iepy Eoiley, doughter of

T0%ares Son~nto "
nniton, Noutgn=-i‘on-t ™ .
tunaell's Soma, 1830, " —oreen-routiton Family (Albany: Joel

71chrintman, op. cit,, pp. 66=47,
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Ths Alps! leading farmer mnd businessoun, Amssg Beiley. Dootor
Bouzaton settled at Alps (along the roed which is now Haw York
sate routs 43) whers he established a medical practice and
studled the problams of his tenant farmer patlents. Apparently
a rebel at heart, “ougnton threw himssll into anti-rent aetivi-
tiea. iie becare & public speaker condomning William P, Ven
Rsnasaloor and his brother Jtephen IV gnd preaching resistence
in what hos besn termed a "mastery of ruatic rhetoric," 12
Boughton wes an orgenizer, traveling from the Tast Menor to the
west llanor aad back in his effort to unite the farmers as
enti-rentars in foruel local assoclations with officera and
treesurics, ‘He epparently waa fittsd for the taak for ho was
described by hls best friends as a "zeslous dootor, & handsome
young mai of genteel deportwent and great pasrsonel cherm,
cultured and highly educated” thouzh his enomiesa looked &t him
"with jaundlead aya" and "insiasted ha wes only & locas-lippad,
knoek=tmeced, fznorent, unccuth edventurer,"13

By the end of 1842, Dootor Poughton was the socepted
leader of papidly orgsnizing snti-rentiem in both Albeny end
fonaselaor cmr:t-loa.?!‘ In Rensaslaer Ccounty, Boughton's chief
aid was “urton N, Thomes of West Sand Lake, Thomas, B year
older than Toushton, had also been btorn on & lessshold ferm in

Steshientown, !le had teught himself surveylns and engzinearing

72lsabel Thompsen Kelsay, "The Trial of &ip Thundor,"

sragasdlinesg of the ‘low York HState illstorlesl Associotlon, XXXT
(193¢, ». 257, = i

3rb14,

T'!.'\.‘l".'."'iﬁt:'_ﬂn. on. oft,, i 75.

i
while working his fether's ferm, snd then moved to Wast Sand Lake
where he bagsme &n importent Democratic party member as town
olerk, supervisor, and justice of the peace, 75

[ Throurhout 1843, Doetor Boughten, Purton Thomds, &nd
lesser known lesders hed ridden over the two mansra sseuring
signatures for & petition to the stmte legislnture for relief
from the lsasehnld arstem. On Maw Year's Dev, 18Ll, Doctor
Aouphton rods from Alps to Albany with the finished petition
slgned by thousands of enti-rent tenants, Tourhton lster wrote
of hia problem in peining recognition for the petition:

It was & desperate atrusggle, We had the whole aristocracy
of the Stote to contend with, immense weslth and powarful
politicsl influences, In both brenches of the Legislature
the cry of the majorlty was--"Your encestors made a folr
covenant, ond now you, thelr descendants, went to bresk
from it ond obtain your leands for nothing," Thia I hed to
contend with by expleining to members of the dsception
procticed on the tananta when they roeeived thelr lodses.
‘l‘heﬂl;obbiea were f1lled with landlord lawyers contradlcting
ma,

On Fridey, January 19, the tenants® petition was
introduced to the Hew Yorlk Stete -\asnuﬂ:lfrl Included among many
other petitions, the petition "of the Imhebitents of the Manor
of Fenssaloerwyck for the Hadresa of Griavances" recelved the
rost Asserhly sttention. Debate in Assembly centered on disposi-
tion of the petition, with Mr, Whipple, delegate from Rensselner
County, su-~estiny the petitlon o to & select committee. When
1t vwos suciented thot such & committee be composed of the

delorntes from Albeny and Rensselaer countles, Mr. Whipple backed

?SSylveuter, ops olt., p. S30.

76c'nr-iatnan. op. olt,, p.: BoO,
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Py 8 rolleall vote of 71=45 the petition was

off, but too lects,

sent to B solect cownittos of tho Nssemblyren from tho manor

sounties. 7 On Jenuory 22, there was o great deal of minmor

mansuverine begun by a request by Asserblyman Samusl Stevens that

he be removed from tha salsct committee on the grounds that he

wos tho lawyer for tie Van fRenssslaers. This request was followed

by Agserblymen Young's move to dipcharge the entire committee.
After dobote, it was decided to excuse Mr. Stevens, but to allow

the meleot committes to continue ita llll!‘.l‘l‘:.?a There was similar

discussion of January 26, es it becams Apperent that the manor
county assemblymen, not wishing to publiely talke sides with
either the tenants or the Van Rensselsers, were attempting to
have tho select cormittese abolished on the grounds of conflict of
intersat, Asserblyman Warren, chalrman of the selsct commlttee,
stated taat he hed been placod on the committee agsinat his will,
but If the Asserbly thought he and other manor representatives
should atudy the problem, the committes would do just that and
“report to the house with thelr opinlons for & mode of rellef,”
That stetement ended tha dlseussion, &nd indicated to the tenants
that they could expect "a mods of relisr,"79 Tenants, awaiting
the fevorable report, read that on Februery 6, 184l, the petition
wes divided to resd "of the tensnts of the Hanor of Rensselésp-

wyck for Relief; of the Tenents of the Manor of Rensselaerwyck in

??;}sil-g Troy Pudret, January 20, 184L.

““1b1d,, Jenuary 23, 184,
79I‘c-id., Jonuary 27, 18Lh,
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Albany Co. for Nelier."C That was the last to be heard oF gand

5f the petition for nesrly two months.

180 through enrly 184l were relatively

The yaer=
Though punctueted by ocecaslonal

sfpeful venrs on the MANOrS.
L

suthursts snch as tha first appearance of the "Indlans" in 1841,

these years may hove seemed to the cpnusl obgerver to be the ©

Aotuelly, these Jesars

ime

5f decline of the anti-rent movement.
srovided the time for Doctor Eoughton &nd other anti-rent leaders

to orpanize tha locel end manor-wide anti-rent opposition, and

mite the organizations on both sldes of the ludson, The petitlon

to the legisleture wos a pesult of thia alklllful orgenization,

{ha evernts of thiese ralntively calm yrara fortified the tenants

for the struggle yet to ocome.

807h1a,, robrasry 7, 184l




CHAPTER ¥
¥o IMMEDIATE LDGAL RELIEF

on iridey, Tebruary 9, 1844, Loon Culver, Jr., & Stephene
town fcrmer, wes brougat to trial in ths Ranssalaer Sounty Sourt
af General 3esalons on the eharge of "wllful trespesa in cutting
and corrying eway wood end timber from lond in Stephentown”
belonziny to Millirm P. Von Ronsselser,bl The ZTaat Manor farmers
nad boen looking forward to the triel as o test cease of the
regervations end restrictlons contalned in their lesses, 4illicw
Van Goncselser, reelizing the interost bullding in the case end
its ipportanco on the future velldity of his deeds, employed
David Fuel (who wes referred to Bs Judce Buel) end Job Flersan,
two of the most akillful lewyers in the eounty, to assist
District Attorney, artin I, Townsend, in prosecuting the casec.
Celvin £, !Mather and John T, Hogeboom, enti-rent lewyers from
Sand Lels, rapresented Culver,

45 the trial commenced, it becéme apparent thet it woe
the Ven fensceloera' "incomplete sale" deeds which wers to stand
tricl nore thon Levi Culver. Judgs Fuel opensd the cass by
remarlinm thet thersa wes, emons the tenants, considerable
excitement conecerning the titls of the Ven Renssslaser famlly to

the menor; end that for "the setlicfaction of those whno are parti=

311m14,, Fobruary 20, 18Uk,
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olpating in tho enti-ront excitement” and in order to prove Levi
Culver sullly, tuc prosecution would zhow William P, Van
Renseelaer to be the lawful ownor of tho muror sccording to the
lewa of lLow fork Stota, Fuel toen tpoeced the ownership ol the
land from %illpon Von Rensselaer of lolland., He introduced old
porghment petents of fGovernor Thomas Jongen, walch were read and
exanmined by Culvor's lawgers who queatione. ihe officisl sedl €8
falae; th. potent ol fueen anno's confirmetlon of 170., was pro=
Auced snd recd; Tovernor Oeorge Glinton's petent of 1774 to the
Ven tenssclosrc wos exolned; end leatly the will of Stephen Ven
Hensseloor [IT was reed cnd explainmed ca it pertainel to
Willlam 2, Yen flensseleer,

Jitnesses whis taatifled tant Culver hed teken sixty or
seventy cords of wool were crose=oxamined by Culver's laujers woo
ptterpted ts gsrove the trospessing wis &2 unintertional mistake,
At shout cari, noerly six o'elocl, the court reconsed followln- &
spaecu by Judze “uel who seid that a prect daal had boen recently
arzued concernin; ir. Van Henssslser's title and sacietliss werz
formingz omonz the tenants to resist the peyment of rent on the
spounds thet thore wes no just tlkle to the manor, ile coneluded
thet he hoped tns trial would satisfy ell that thers was & just
title in the possesalon of William 2, Ven llensseleer.

33 Seturdey morning, the court met and heerd & "few
ar;uments," After meeting for a short time, the jury returned e
vordiet of suilty, Culver wos sentenced to pey sixty dollara or

spend four months in Jeil, 2nd it seered that the Ven Rensselaer




fiad heen pmven.az
Tha assl-cent loaders, roallzing that they must continue
to cutack the titlos ua illegal sas well au unjust, begen @
ecmpolzn to gquestion the valldity of tae werioas documanta intro-
43004 In i Tulven trlal. In o lotter dated Sondlake [Bic),
Februcpy 23, 134, to tho Delly Troy 'ilief and to tis Albany
Arzas, Goad Lalie anti-ront loaders, Jurbon A, Them:s and Joon T,
Zogaohaom, a’nt::ati:alii spreid dount over too entlro Grinl., Lhe
wad "o tao Antl-lont Ascoelablon of the Zsunty
la s2der to preveat "falss aopas ar oxpoctatlons®
s=ltiol tho :r-].nl.GJ coeangs 4 larze body of cliizoas
dora 2o desply inberested in the trisl, the cnti-ventcrs stuted,
they vera iomsintel to ot the facte and to nreosent these fects
withaot hlea, Plrat, the satl-rent lenders continued, tas jury
wis Aifftonlt to celect hoveuss tha District attornsy chellensod
n6erly €veryons 27 & member of the Anti-Rent Assocloition until a
Jury was £irz11y ounrn "which acomod fuvorcbly élaposed to thae
ittereabs of ths Petroon,® The istrict Attorney then turncd
OvEr the cine to Judge Tuel who displayed "great perfection in
the professioncl 'art of coloring!,”
The "art of eolerin:” wam not lost in Thomas or Hopeboaom,
8ither. Ta= precslnder of their letter was opinion, half=trutj,
und @ clever use of terms sugh c3, "purporting to be" or "alleged

to be," as thoy cest considorchls doubt on the trial's worth,

921p14,

93, lhery Arrus
Budzet, !laTe v

» March 9, 184), quotad in Daily T
C ’ ' —-_.___Zl“' ro
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loting the documents introduced, the writers stated, "Your com=
mittee leaves you and the public to judge how far the evidence in
the cause sustainad the Judge's history," in view of the foot
that the word "Kohoos" as o northern boundary was written in &
different ink and had no mark of aze, but, of course, "without it
tiiare would be no northern boundeary,” The wax sesls on the
patenta from Jovernor Dongén and from the agent of Queen Amnne,
the writers polnted out, were both badly aged, 1lllegible, end
could have been effixed by anyone, The remainder of the letter
made those points: the Enpglish titles wers annulled by tho
Rovolutisnury Wor, lews of the colony of New York wera foralipgn
lows, prents by our povernment were wold unless eccompaniad by a
money consideration, the powsr of Governor Dongan was unproved,
without seals or signetures the parchments were &s worthless es
if the name "Jack Pudding" were written thore, and Judge Mann
cherged the jury "unequivocally in favor of the title of™ Van
fensselaer,

The anti-rent attempt to smear the Culver trial
épperently sucocceded, On March 19, the Daily Troy Sudget pube
lished a letter, "at the request of several patrons," whieh
continued tha disparagoment of the documents introduced in the
Culver cage ond cttacked the deley of the viysterious Selesct
Committee of the fssombly, The letter axpressed

recrot end disappointmant at the unnecsasary and unwarrant=
gble delay on the part of the Lecislative Comrittee hsving
cherde of the prlevonces of the tenants of the pretended
"Lord &nd proprietor of the Manor of Reneselaaruyelk,”
Rumors 8re rife that the committes have deleyed doing thelr

duty solely from political considerations, It is too serioun
8 roatter to e mede the footbell of politicians,
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The patroon on the one hend, lays claim to 8 18:s:n;!::i§°:;
which has for years been rertilized by thne ::guuntil e
hardy yeoman who have "paid tribute to Caea S

n tﬂ
] n pald for in the way of "rents.
Sl s be;a ﬁo legel right to a8y nothing about

ro
his havine no right in prineiple to hold so lerge & munmbe
God's ereatures in feudal vassalage.

ho
The feelinrs of 8 large and intelligent slass of cltizens W
hE;ia;:ISHEt they nrag;oadad and opprassed unln“rullyhundhafore
unjustly sre not to be trifled with. . « » TheYy have ;d
them the black lettarsd deeds with thelr crumbling seals,
Why has it not been made kmown whether they are base for=

ceries or not?

After & detalled attempt to 8how the "black lettered
desads" as forzeries, the entl-rent writer continued in en offort
to turn the rieh ("who get laws passed by the Legislature")
against the poor:

Let the title be good, bad or indifferent, the comzittoe
should ove proposed soms moasure to the leglslature to do
sway with perpctual rents; nothing short of this will
setisfy the people., An old widow in Troy hes invested on
bond and rortgate say $1000, which 1s ell she is worth,

and the le~al interest on which is 70 o yesr. The landlerd
who im wealthy end opulent receives say $70 a year from
porpetnunl ronts, The difference ln the two ceses is this,
the old wldow on her income of $70, mocording to the rete of
our last onnuel tax, would have to pay 721,25, while thae rich
lendlord on his rent incomcs is not compelled to pay a cent
of tax,

¥ine tenths of the paople of Troy end county of Renaselaor

ore indirnantly opposed to all feudal tenures, because they

ere vexotions, burthensoms and opprassive, ond weigh down the

encrzies and the enterprise of tha paople, And ths sommittee

should heve at least treated their grievances with due

cansideration,

ANTI-RENTOY
The next day, March 20, & letter signed "Justice”

continuod the atteck on the Van Rensselaesr land holdings. This
impressive lettor attacked the juatice rathar than the lezality

of the lesasehold system:

ipatly Troy fud et, laren 19, 1841,

=50~
The perpetual or permanent rents of Rensaslaer county are
cupposgﬁ to omount to ot lonst two hundrasd and ten thousand
dollers per annum, They mey be congidered as intersst on
threo rmillions of property. That erount of bonds nnd mort-
ceges ot sevon per cont would yield ths same incomo, It 1s
plain thot the bonds and mortreces, and the ground rents
oupht to bear the same tox=-tho holders of pround rents con=
sider tham 88 worth thirty-three per cent more then bonds or
rortzuges, Shell mortgages end the fearmer's stock be taxe:
ond pround rents be exerpt, Bs herotofore, from all tax?
This the people will not °“dE§°' Dur republic is not the
land Tor specisl privileges.

On l'mpoh 26, B tenant's letter condemnad the Asserbly
Select Jomiittes for delay and "politicnl raneuvering” by
"intereated politiclans;™ and threatened the wrath of the
pocplo,aa unpwere that that very moraing the Cormittee had
finelly reloosed a written report of its inquiry.

The report reviewed in detall the grievances of the
tonants, stoted an insbillty to recormond messures to rrent all
of taes rellef sousht, snd then proposed three evenues of rellef:
taxation of the income of the manor et the requeat of the tenants;
court tests, "in oll ceses where lands are belng held for e
lonzer torm than twenty years, by lease, with ennual rent, to
persons who claim to derive title from the Pritish Government
sugh persona cleiming such anmuel rents shall establish the
validity of such srent before any conditiona of such lease siaall
be ernforced Ly lew;" and, in the event that & court test proved
the title to be vonlid, "any person holding leesa in perpetuity
subjact to ennuel rent . . . may have the cash value of such

rents 4 o o 28certained by tne eppralsal of three disinterested

U51h14,, Maren 20, 18LL.
36mid,, terch 26, 184l
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porsons to be appointed” by tho lcr‘.ulnturo.BT Tha report

cluded wit: hint of poceiblae vielence if B remady Wasd nat

obtaincd.

Agsemblynen Hoff=en rosd to object to the roport becousd
e solest coms —eand 0 pemedy. Such actlom, hn
" beocause

seid "wss but vain and tontaelizing to the petitioners,

dod would be opponed by the Supromo Court,

s ghaprcad thot finding complaints was e£dy, managing & golution

was another thinz. Assemblyman Sampson rose t

of rellef would lsead to tenant wiolence, !l@

o state hls sorrow

to hear that o lack
roecommsnded that it would be better for the tenants to abandon
their lond snd move to the West,

The report of the Select Committee stated that the
Comnittee did not wish to be held rasponsibls for what it racom=
manded baczuss it hod no lewyer &3 & member of the Select Commite
tea, Assexblyman Saumpson stated thet he saw md rolief unless
hmerican trocditiona of property righta were uprooted; nnd Mr.,
ffoffman recommenced the report ge to the Judiclary Committee
whera taere wore lewyers who could devise & solutlon in hermony
with property rigats zucranteed by the Tnited Stetes Constitu=
ticm.r!fJ

Tha Trovy Wniz, siding with the enti-rentera, reported
thet the select report "was refarred to the Judiclary Committes

b7 & majority of the House to prevent eny further aoticn.'ag

3Tplbany Eveniny Journsl, March 25, 184,

AT LR AR T LA ST

OUgikany Ap-us, lareh 25, 18Lh,

—_—

USpnoy tmip, March 28, 18l
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The Uoilt Troy tudpot, in & twg column editoriel, alsc
added with twe temcnts ond sttecksd the Soloet committes for 1ts

"patty nonecomsittalism” wmloh "eid ot firmly reet the quasation”

and "then cowordly throwing tha responsiblility of soms gpecific

action upon the House,"” The comrittes Mansckinzly adced thatb

‘not cry of thou members of the legel profecsion! <« . o could

they not supnose « » « thot the petitioners were willlinz to

provide the conmitteo with cny lepsl oid thet they wented 3"

The lons end unwerrenteble delay of the Committese, as well
28 tne indofinite character of thcir reoport, cannot bhe
othercisa than unsatisfectory to the petitioners and
gontrery to thelr raesonsble expectatlonse « « » \le coan only
sey thet if the Comnittes had no relief to propoce, they
should heve carlier stated the feet to the fousa, that the
Judlciery Committze might have hod time to examins fully
into b0 150GLETe e s « Such miseruble trifling is only
insultin: in the extrems to the oppressed tenents, In
soing to tno legsislature, all tusy roked was to be informed
if they aed eny reason to expect Telief, and Af they hed,
to hovo it exntonded to them . o « thit they wantod the
cormittec to tell them in plain words whether the leglslature
could -ive them relief or whether they could not--no mincing
rintters, dow for their wishes aove been reparded wo lesve
thom to jud o for taemsolves,?

0i the followlns doy, the Dally Tweay Mudeat devoted two=

thirds of its totel nows myen to the Mlonor Question." The
ontire Solzet Comaltteo report wea printed with commsnt by the
editor that thie Jonmilttes hed authored "a misoreble, wiahy
wdany pisce of non-committalism , . . evidently with the hopa

that its mesly=mouthad scphlatry would produce asome politicel

effect upon tao comlnz town electlons,” The editorial continued
thot doubta ore surcly thiown on tho legality of Van Tensselaor's

cleirs now thaet the report shows thore is no papor deed to cover

Mip41y Troy Tudzet, llarch 29, 18hL,
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od 1452 to 15670, snd 0l80 disputes the relationship of

aselaers to Milimen Van Remsselaer,

the peri
the

the present Van Aen
oricinal I‘n:roon.gl

Tne Troy hig of the sume

the Solect Com 1lttee as heving meb the guestlo

day roversed itsell and defonded

n but heving

Mrafroinad from spenking with too mach confidence in regard to

-63-

berosaned the uns by the Whips of execltement over tas ront lssue

to decelve voters In the towna into thinkine that the Whigs would

"eld them in uttins down the rents end demolishing the title of

the Patroon while their only object was to uas them for their

votes nnd ther turn them off with a anser,” The editoriel apgain
tnaniled the Seleat Commlttee roport, gondemned the Whigs for

+a into the menor towna to proclaim that the

gonding thelr spen

h felt mors oble lawyers ahould teckle
a4 report fevored the tenents, and admittsd thet these tactiecs had

n92

the subject” bLacou

tne intricote question,
The Pudret, never willing to give the last word to the

been especlally successful In frunswick, Perlin, end Sond Leke

vhere mony Democrats were convinced thet the Whics favored the

Whir, editorislized on April 1, that "there 15 &n old proverb
enti-renters, 24

that the sufforinc tenents of the mmnor understend . . o to wit:
The elsction returns showed Grofton, Send Leke, "eters-

ifine words butter no parsnirs', It is snough for the Petitlionera

burp, Schodrel, freenbush, end Stephentown electing Demoerat

to kmow thet the Patroon end his lawyers ARE NOT DISSATISFIED
suporvisors; Urunowick, Ferlin, ond Neaasu choosing ¥higs in &n

WITH TT Ethe Select Committes reporg , but consider it altogethar
elesction wvhere A change of twenty-five votes would have glven the
in THZIR FAvOR,"93
Demoerets e sweep in the raner touns.95 Antl=ront wos the decld=
Arrtl 2, 184k, was electlion dey in 811 of the towns of
ing icaue, The Dudret had predieted posaible De et
the menor with the important job of town supervisor st stske in g = i : b4 g -4
in Brunawick, lerlin, and Sand Leke i
svery town of Rensselosr County. Tae tenents had been well y . . 08 s S TR AR
Cetts, uwaz chosen es -
educeted during 1543 snd early 184} in the powsr of the ballot. & S g AT BT DI 25
enl coumen by hoving L
Prior to sloctions, Anti-Rent Assoclaetion ralliss wers held with Y e alle tinn ko Stie S ant tastaut Ll Hanor
of TMenssclee o
"Down with the rent" end identificestion of cendidates favorable SAREFUTEEE S IRCEL AT Stripet Lontels siun jege . gl
to the tenanta' demands as the main topics. The lebels, SR IERE e R N At Icnadelar, jSnc prateed
mDerosrat or "Faderalist-Whis. " were loaing Ehetr metnineonithe the Seclect T“ommittos .!'eport.% In Rerlin end Send Lake, Dern=-

rvsa,, April 2, 1844,
95'1:-‘:1\5 nonenEnor towns of Rensselser County, Troy, ond

Lonsingturzh oll ehose Faderalists to give tne Federalists a t
to six rojority on the county Foard of Supervisora, o

96paily Troy Tudget, April 1, 18U,

moenor, In wn olection day editorinl, the pro=Democrot ludmot

91mbid., March 30, 18,
920roy Whig, March 30, 18L1,
93pat1y Troy nudget, April 1, 16Uk,




am~tle orndlistes, Joiun Davidsen and John Vosburg, had voleed
pnouzh eati-ront rantimant to inaire thelr election. Vasburrh
hcd to dofoat tae regular Whip nominea plus a late comer Anti=
g Rent cendidats to win in 3and Loks, "the atpangeat anti-rent

sorm in the count7,"?! The Whir cdeitted hogstfully that

Teanital has bosn made in the slections for the Folderalist ticket

out of ths cnti-ment gqusstion, n%8
‘444 the aleetion over, tenants again begen to spaculate

consernln- pollef whica the assembly Judiciery Commlttee might

them,

srovide o= On March 29, Asasmblyman aAllen, Chairman of

=na Judlclary Joncdttee, haud promised to hear all interasted

papties concaranint tne report of tho 3elact Comuittoo on thae

f ‘anapr wusstlen ond not to deley the findings, On April 5, 8

—omber of the Jadiclary Jommittas melatsd that the raport would
have bsen randy except so msny tenants had requested 2 hearing

" before ths comilties, In @ letter to the Dudget from fanti-"ent,"
tha Judlaiesy Committeo was told to be prompt and honsat 1n saying
that thers uzs ns relief for the tsnbn‘;n.qg

" om A-pdl 25, 1844, tha Judieiery Committee roport waa
z=do public by Soomittes Cheirnman Allen, The written report nald
littla Anne fow +ha tanants, but raferred them to the Van
Ranssalasrs for relief. The main resolutions of ths Judlclary

committee report warei

- 9T mid., April L, 1841,
- Brmoy Wniz, Aoril b, 1841,

33
'\netlz Troy Sudget, April 10, 1844,
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the Select Committee of this
= tenents by jemss,” would i
stitutionel and vold,

Thet the bill peported by iprso,
ontlitled "An act conearnin
pesged Into 4 liw be uncon
1nk . 1ep-isleturs have not the constitutionsl power to

;;l:r:‘“;;cl&ifr.;, End wvery the rasolutiona whicn exlst bezwcnt;
lendlovd (04 tenent urdor contrects reretofore receo, BNS

grant the reliel nsked by the petitloners.

not the power to modify end alter
Just ecorpensution or without coTpEni=

That the Legislaturse hes
to rerovs or renedy BRY of the

the temures, czther upon
sation to the l1endlord, so 8
evilo cowpleined ofls

be regquestad to report to the next
Lemisleturs whether pround rents, revenues Trom quarter

asles pnd intereasie, weter Tight pegorvetions are now sub lect
to texation, eénd if so, upon whom tha burthen would fall
recordin: to Lhe teras of the leascos, £nd 1 not, whethor
they should be, &nd what, Lif_env slteration in the 1lew is
requires in raspect thereto.

~sldoreble discussion in the fsserbly &s to

Thet tue Cor pitroller

Yhere wes €O

where taxes belonzed--on tencnt or on lemdlords=-and if on lend-

lord, couldl he pess the tex wlong to his tenents? The Comritten's

solution--to roquest & rulimg from tne stete Comptroller--was
finelly scoepted end the report was sent to the printers.
rublication of the report cBused the entl-renters ts

-suspect tast it asd been wrlitten by one of the patroon's law=
jera; 101 thougn the Budget, after complimenting ths Judiclery
Gomilttee on its soood in compiling & report "of greaot chility,"
reported that "m group of enlnent lawyers in lew York City hired
oy the tenonts agree with the Judlelsry Cormittes, 92 The Troy
Whig, in &n edition printed for rural circuletion, conderned the

report; but in the seme city edition printed the report without

10
mia,, April 27, 18Uh.

1N 34ristuon, on. cit., p. Bl.

1025011y Troy Budsat, April 29, 18k,




=bify=

sditorial comsent,t03 Comment end condemnatlon of the Judlclory
raport contlinued even ofter the lemislature adjournnd on May Ts
on tiey 14, 15, 17, cnd 18, in an atterpt to eradicate noll rumora,
the Pud~ot printed ths entire report. After reeding the report
every last tensnt could realize that 1ittle hope prossntly rested
in lepol channels. Throughout the report ran the refrain thot
21l laws requested would be & deception because the United States
Constitution puaranteed property richta.

Pebruary through May, 184l had held hope &nd despalr for
the tenents, The Culver trlal sesmed to have two diffsrant
meonings depending upon whether one sided with the Van Renaselaers
or with the tenents, The findings of the legialative comnlttee,
and the newspaper reports of the findings, teesed the tenants
while both political parties pampersd the tenants in order to
rmain loenl ealection vwictories, ’lowaver, with the relesase of ths
Judisclery Renort, even the most optimistie tenants loat hope of

echievinc victory over the Ven Rensmeleers vis puraly politicel

or lepol avenuss,

1037ror whis, April 28, 18L).

CHAPTER VI
ORGANTIZED VIOLENCE ON THE MANOR

Long before May 1i, 104l, tne anti=rent legders, fors=
seelins the lepsl avenue blocked, decided on straightforward uss
of force to ;mein their ends, The pest two years of Doctor Boush-
ton's planning and organizing had resulted in & pledged membership
of more than four thousand anti-ranters in the Esst Manor Associa=-
tion, the West !ancr claimed sven more, end Schoherle County
mevbership wos in the t.hnm;am:la.:"c"'L Tenants esteblished local
choptors of the nssoclations, set initiation fees and dues, &nd
ozreed on meeting places and warning sipmala., Tar barrels burning
elonz the Emat !lenor roadsides becsme & common sight ea antl-
rentera built up their courage and lssued B warning to sheriffn
or Von Rensseleors' epenta,

In Moy, 184, Anti-Rent leadsrs from Albeny, Renaselaer,
ond Schoherle counties met et the homs of John J, Gellup in Fast
ferne 1n the ilelderberga to discusas two problems: extension of
the anti-rent rebellion to 811 lessehold land in Hew York State,
end provention of rent collsction and repossession of farms by
the londlords, Doctor Boughton figured prominently in a solution
to the first problem, for, by May of 18Ll;, he had become ths

rebelllon's outstanding "rustic orator” and wae attracting new

10Lchrd stman, op, cit., p. 91.
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twenty=-Tive cent initietion fees &t rallles throughout the mEnora.

The second problem was mare bothersome, To arm ths {armers en

mogse would brinm the stats militie into the manors and bloodn'ed

or gurrendsr, To resist local law-enforeement apenta on 6 srinll

gsenla would be unlawful end tring arrest, Doctor FRoughton wroto!

Our all wes at steke, The law was on thelpr alde and we

wepre at thelr mercy., Wa rasolved to adopt the some kind of
protection rasorted to by the people of Toston when the ten
wes thrown into ths water of the bay, We raissd in the
counties & lerge farss oSf men to prevent the landlepds from
sxpouting thelir thrents. This feres was to be on hand to
protect thes tenents from legal nounds, They were to appedar
only on certeln occeslons, They wers not to disturb the
gommunity in any other form, Soeially or lepally, no one
imew who they Were, except the {ndividuels, This force win

to be usgd only until we eould ret judicisl or legislative
redress, >

Lio thet o gheriff who might be herassed or turned back by
the ontl-renters could not recognize any of the farmers &nd
grreat them ot & later date, tho Indien costume of celico end
mask, first used in March, 1841, was ndopted on & manor-wlde
senls, ©&eed loeal enti-rent chapter bepan to boest of ita
"fndlan® dofondars, The Van Rensselnar tenants slong the little
‘loosac River, for example, formed & Committee of Public Safaty
and "agreed to ennounce the edvence of the sheriff of the menor
by blowing & dinner horn ea a signal to the Indien Foyas mlllhiﬂ."]'%
"Chlefs" of ths "Indians" took on nemes such as "¥Ysllow Cloud" or
"ited Jocket,"

Doctor Boughton becems famous as "Big Thunder;"

Thomas Thompson of Hoags' Corners (& community at the foot of the

road which leads from the Alps towerds Sand Loke) became

1
OSM.J.J p. 92,

106,
“Grace Greylock Niles, The

6. 7. Putnom's Sons, 1912), p. lkﬁ:M (Hew York:
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; ve Dosseu-i ti-

" pusceporni” ond rrank Abbott, 1pader of the Passsu-Alps Anti
yhich met at pertin'e Tovern 1n I'ongs' CoImord,

nl07

Hent assaclotion
wang imown aa "Little Taunder,
8¢ a woll-trained &nd disciplined army of r.\:_ou‘b ton

t.‘muzgzg ren wen recdy for whatover r..i.-,hr.‘ come, o r,\-,rg'l
contunes wore rlike in coler, nt:}r,_ or dogaoratlion, &n

thelr urmo wWero rekeshift cnd voried~-muskots, plui‘.ol?, 4
apenpsz, hatehets, and azeo, cheena ¥mives, bits of goythos,

and oluba, 5Somn of tho chisfs of tribes werc dint!.n-}uiune.l._-lc
by lon: dpesann 11lke women's nightpowns, othorwlce the dlv=
misa wes so complote that cnecdotos ware told about para?tn
{rllin~: Tfor hours with thoir own oorg, and atruscling slstrrs
bolns overvhelmed with the urweloona eoresses of thelr own .o
bro';‘-inrs, without the slichtest suspleion of thelr {dontity.

Aa wordn of the "Tndlen” tribes sproad ond toles of thelr
drilling in local pastures were told; ag slpns were nractad rend-
ing "Down with the rant,” or "'nd petroonery;” end an Willlem Van
fenssolanr dntermined to collect the rant, Lt became apparent
that & confllet was neor, Fondbills tellinz of an Independence
Day "iIndlen” parade ond rally, ond & cpesch by "Big Thunder,” ot
HEoaps' Cormers wers Atstributed throughout the towns of the pest
Yanor, "D Thunder” informed the ethered form fomilies thot

w1111am Vor Nandaslasr was &bout To attecks: - .

ot
! During the week of July 9, 18lyly, Sheriff Reynolds snd one

or two of his deputies ventured deep into the manor in en attempt
to ssrve process pepsrTs on Stephentown tenants, Hefore reaching
Stephentoun, teynolds henrd the call of the dinnsr horns. Soon a
Yperty of men dlagulsed o Tndiens™ blocked the road =nd the
aheriff eond his deputios "were compalled to forego thelr

1075ylvester, op. clt., p. h32.
1°Guhri.ntmnn, ops clt., P. 23.
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purposes. 109

05 She rorzing of July 24, Sheriff Resnolda, with a moaua

%
of sbout thlpty Trojins end deputies, sot out o cerve pepera in

- inr
Alps £nd in Stachentown. Tin horns onnounced the poasg's coming

end

\Mon Lhe cornany reached the edge of Stophontown, they were
confronted by some one hundred cnd ten individuals, drecsed
8a Indlons, corpletely dlisguised, and armed to tha teeth,

The nosse wers errested Iin thalr prograss-=thelr horsen
dotached fron thelr carrlagos and turneod at lerpo--thelir
reraons surrounded, ond ench individual in turn thoroughly
soerchod, Pepers wore found upon Deputy Sheriff Allen of
Lansinzburch, which wore hurned cnd the officer trentad to a
lipght coot of tar and feathers, After thie the posse wore
mérched for a nmile end & half surrounded by the natives,
azidat firinz of cennon and musketry, blowing of horna, and
savapgo yollinz, when thay were disminaed, ond admonlshed nat
to ropont their visits, or they would be trested worae, 110 |

The rebellion now became & politieal issue. In 1839,
Governor Sewcrd, Whlz, was bltterly criticlzed by the Damocratic
press for orderin: the militls to the ilelderbergs, The Whig
Pross, oo wes cxpected, had defended Seward's mction, Howavar,
with fovernor Douel:, o Demoerat, in Albany, the sldea turned,
Yow the press domended Imzedlate mllitory eetion; the Derocratie
presa forgot 1839 and darended Rouclt's inectlon, The Troy Whig
of July 25, cdvieed thst "Tha next step to be taken, will be, us
presume, for the Sovernor to order out the military to eid the

Sheriff. Tha laws of the State must be sustained at all hazerds,

Lo men's 1ifs or propsrty can be consldered safe in this country
unless auch outrazes are

Tepressed and thelr authors ana instiga-

1095511y Iroy Pudget, July 16, 181,
MOm1a,, suly 25, 181,
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tors ;:uninhad."]u

Tue Lemneratic Dally Troy Dudret sttacked the hzir for
bypocrisy when the Sudiet editor discovered that only the daily
edition of ths Llkiz, printad for city eireuletiocn end read by
the Federaliata of Troy, coarrisd the denuncistion of the Indian
"outrapes." The weekly editlon of the Whi » Printed for rurcl
circulation, carricd the report of the ineldent without eny
ragommondotion or comdemnation,

on July 26, an appeal was rado to Governor Pouck for
intervention by militis in the East Hanor, On the morning of
July 27, & Satupday, Governor Couck rods to Tray ond consulted
loading Lemocrats on the rebellion, fla tpparently was sstisfied
that & solution would be found bscsuss he d1d not order cut the
state militis. An anti-rent letterwritar, "Justice," a1d not
dgres thut o solution would be found as evldensed by his lettar

to the Tudestg

We repret these difficultiss--we hog hoped to have seen sars
compromise on the conflicting claims of lp, Van Rensgselaor
and the tenanta, end i Justies to the latter we can aEy
that o proposition on their behslf has baan mede to negotiaste
end arrance uporn terms desmed equitable, &ll questions in
controversy, The writer of thig article #ht to bring
about an amicable appan enaselasr, and

avertures for accormoda-
tenants beinz coorced
troveray ere now Preparing for
£al messurss and no o:?urs. Ir
ce, we regret it. The
sﬁﬁ"iﬁu ir £ tho Tagdots pn oRsaem; NEns
taem reliss, an Lezislatura can give

The Budrmst asoused the Wnig of fotding the Governor to

11,
lp,44,

M2nia,, suy 29, 181
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rive the Whigs & eameign issue i{n the cominny

sction in order to

fouck would not
alesction. [The Budret editorialized thet dovernor

ordsr out stete troops without en fnveatigation as Whig Seward

" gnd leeve the stete with &
113

aad done in the "small potatoes WAT}

debt os Sewsrd and Artoher had done,
As if to reassure the residents of Rensselaer County that

ebellion was not confined to their county, the fudget reprinted
& news report from ths Kingston Journal, The Journal reported
"opposition to rent is progressing in Schoherls, Greene, Deloware,
Ulster, &8nd Henmsslaer Countles;" tenants are Bcting with earnest=
nesa in forming essccistiona "so the whole metter may be under-
stood by tha people;" there ere frequent meetings; leaflets ars
being printed, including copies of the originel patent documentaj
public mestinps are held with speakeras of "great ebility;"
"Indilens" dress in "bright froclc coets with belt eround the
walst with & scalping knife and pistol”™ and have false faces cut
out of leather ond eaps "ornemented in many ways;" dinner horns
sipnel en epcerbly, and it {s forbidden to blow the horn for any
other purpose. The Journal alsc reported & Fourth of July anti=-
rent meeting at Pine Hill Clove (Ulster County) attendad by five
thousand plus thres hundred "Indiens,"lll

On Ausust 1, the Democratlic Perty held its Renaselser
County rally at Schodack. While the meeting publicly mdopted
resolutions deeling with distant politics sueh &s sndorsement of

Jomes K. Polk for Fresident, opposition to & Netlonel Bank, and

rp14,, July 31, 18l
Whmia,, July 29, 1844,
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reservations concerning a strong tariff; 1t 1a 1likely that winning
the enti-rent vote was upparmoat in the minds of many deleczates,
9n the mext day, olmost as if to spell out Dezoeratic regard for

the tenants, the Budgot detailed the evenues open before Governor

#ouek would set; and stated thet tha Governor would not act unless
the sheriff had fully exerclsed his duty.lls

2irht days lster, August 10, Governor Bouck did eet, but
not in &8 menner to threaten the tenanta or elisnats thelr wotes,
lle rode to keet Sand Lake, capital of the rebellion on the Cast
Munor, to meet wlth the ™mat Manor lefdera in order to arbitrate

& peaceful sottlement.

=2

| When he arrived in West Sandloke [sic], & cemnon volley roared
8 salute, end three thousand fermers &nd two hundred "Indiens”
were assemblod to greet him, A platform atood in front of

the church, and banners hungz from the villeps houses, Somes
displeyed the fipgure of en Indien, &nd othsra the Devyr
slogan--"lor the Land i1s ine, Saith the Lord.," From the
F{I&ln‘ﬁu flegpole e rippling buonner proclaimed "DOWN WITH THE
AT o s »

Gavergor Souck went directly to thne homs of Surton Thomas,
the Anti-fent corresponding secretiry, where he conferred
With tenant leaders while the crowd weited in the remd, Tt
vas Eid-urtnrnoon before the church bell ~ave the siznel that
the Sovernor was mbout to mount the platform, It was not he
who eddressed the crowd, however., ‘e marely sat guietly on
the platform while Josaph tremory, president of the Dest
;-.unozhtssg:éntion, reported on the conference,

-ney proposed to the Sovernor, Sregory said, the
Queation of the vulidity of the Van "t;nasogzei titla b ::-:?:
trated by tha sovernora of &ny thres New England states
Connacticut sxcepted., Sovernor Eouclk had demurred, on :hﬂ
g;-mm:l that tho governors were common men like h!.n;-n‘- nons
of them lowyars exceat Govornor Bri-ras of ﬁTBuanchu.sattg
they were therefore "mot & whit more compestent to miﬁ..fgg

Tue Jdovernor made the sems statement ee had thas Budrat:

that he would not oct until he was setisfled that Shepriffr Reynolds

M5mia,, opust 2, 1811,
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fia furthor promised &

o direct the

had fully exerciscd his duty.

sheriff to dslay serving ey pore pmueuna._'J
¥ k ain ways, Houck hendled the delicate situation
Egzhnﬂi?.ji? T‘?Ealsuccgu:ind in undercutting the force of the
lzndlord-inspired Judiciary Gomnittae report, and taking con=
trol of the situstion like a stetesman, When the ntrﬁts%y
besame clear, the lermers conzratulated thamselves thnﬁ all
the Governor lacked of being on Indlan was the calico.

Sheriff Reymolds, probebly zlad of offielnl relief from land=-
lord pressure, went immedictely to the Governor to find out

whot was expected of him, According to tna Troy Whig, the
3svornor told him to do nmothing until he heard {rom hirm,

because hs had opeaned negotiations with the Anti-Aenters, the

conswmetion of walch might be dofeatied by eny action on the

sheriff'as part.

weeka pessed without eny fupther word from Rouclk, Meanwhlle,

discoipa-ed over the future and slermed by threatening

letters, William P, Van Rensselaer . « « took uE ,F.emporary

residence beyond the Teach of the inti-lenters, 1

As L to keep the rebellion stirred up, the Fudget printed

two lons “rtieles, one from the Mew Vork True Sun, entitled
NRensaaleer Manor Aiots,” Bnd the other from the New Yorir Tribune,
titled "The Rensselasrwyck Troubles,” Thess articles noted that
the lemses rasulted in ratarding the aspgricultursl prospsrity of
the country in whet scme thought of es & trifling matter which
would blow over, We should stop the Indians end violencs the
articles agreed, but must do somsthing sbout the grievances of
the tenants which "in our opinion must be removed.,® The Trus Sun
observed that the "roads over the hills are adapted to & guerilla
contest"” end "asignels could easily be given at night from the
prominent points,” The Tribune stated that "the grievances of
the tenants ere no abstractions,” eand thet "an intellizent

businesaman of Albany estimates that thet county alone would heve

U714, p. 206,
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boen two milliona richer to-dey if tho Manor had never existed.”
The Tribnna then pusrested four remedies: ths Fatroons should be
esked to mrke o "mognanimous offer" to compromise with the tenants,
the leglzlature shonld step in if the Ven Renasslaers have no
power to neke &n offer, Mquit rents" should be fairly estimated
by impartial umplres, and rent which is in erresrs ghould beooms
o mortgegs on the tanant's property peyable over the next five
or ton yecrs et seven per cant 1nt‘.n!e=t.11ﬂ

:r_ Doepite the "truce,” Deputy Shoriff Jeeob Lewis wop taien
from his home at Schodack, Bt two o'clock ln the porning on
Septorber 2, oy tha Schodeck iindiens." iHe was dragged to Nmsseu,
forced to ‘ence for amuseoment of the "hraves,"” end then coated
with tar ond feotaers.| A few days before, Rensselcerville
fTndians" hed treated Albeny County Sheriff, Carlatophsr Batter=
man, to & similar coat of tar and f.‘uthnra.LPort:r or Tifty
Steptentown "Indiens" wers also out on September 2, They ambushed
B stoge on bhe Albeny-West Send Lake rosd and foreed the driver
to return to Stephontown where a pl-aaunger, & Mr, Dougleas, wes
forcad to espologlze for having sccldentally pulled up a "Down
With tha Ront" stale,1l?

These incidents ware morale builders stagead by the
"Indians" to keep themselves esmused and important. Another such
event opcourred cr Sspteomber 12 when an Albany butehsr, who had
eroassed the !ludaon on his way to buy cattle in Sand Lake, wan

unfortunote in mectlng up with a small band of "Indiana,” They

118
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n
hniled him and told him to shout "down with the rent. £
was tarred end fentherad,

butchor stubhorniy refused and

On Sentember 12, soma anti=-rentora neld a sonvantion to
nominate &n indspendent Anti-Rent tleket for offices in Henaselser

County in tho coming election, fThose attending ascided not to

nominate, but rathsr to adjourn until October 2. However, on
Soptember 21, sbout one hundred anti-renters gathered agein ot
West Sand Lale and nominated Richard P, Herrick of Greenbush for
Conproans; Nyer Hermance of Nasaan, a Mr, Potter of Stephentown,
and ©, 3, lowerd of Troy for the Asserbly; end Purton Thomas of
Wast Send Loke for Clerk. Thres days leter, the Whipgs met in
conventian in Troy, and, In 8 surprising move obvioualy intended
to win votes from the Democrats, mominated lMr, Herrick for Con-
zress and Mr. Hermanes for the Assembly, It la &n amualng slde
iasue thaot William Van Rensseloer was able to oppose iHerrick not
only beceuse ‘lerilck was &n Anti-Rent candidete, but elao becsuse
ilarrick was the ownar of 8 Jresnbush distillery and Van Rensselser
wes an offieiesl of the county Temperance Scelety.

The Democrets end Whigs held rallies throughout the manor
a8 elsction day epprosched, Henry Clay had again received the
Whig endorsement for President and was opposing Jemsa K, Polk
with the annexation of Texas as a maln issue nationally. The
tenanta were disintorested in Texes, but knew they could benefit
via the election of a govarnor or stote lesislators who wars
frisndly to their cause, The Democrats did not reendorse Governor
fouclk, picking Siles Wright, a thres term 'nited States Senator

from Canton as taeir cendidate, Wright hed bean removed from thas

=T7-
anti-rent scene, end it wes difficult for the tenants to determine
whot his thoughita were on the lesanshold system, For governor,
the Whige piclied ilillard Fillnore of Huffalo, Chairman of the
Ways end leocna Committee of the United States House of Represente=
tives, Fillmore's vlew on feudal lesseholds was elso unknown to
the tenantas, Local candidates found it difficult to conceal thelr
viows on "patroonery.” Law enforcement agenta found it good
politica to leave the "Indiana" alone and Whig=Anti-Sent candidate
Herrick even informed the tenants to "Avold the payment of rent
peaceatly, end by legal means, if you ean, if not, you lmow what
to do.ni20
The flercely conteated campalgn was climaxed wlth the
liovezbor 5 elsction, Jemes K. Folk end Silas Wright were alected,
thougn Grafton, bBrunawick, Hassau, end Herlin went for Clay; and
Cley ond Fillmore cmrried both Henssslaer end Albany counties,
The Lig news on the menor was tha election of anti=rent membars
of the Asserbly such sa Richard ierrick in Rensselasr County and
Anti-llent nominee, Ira Harris, 4n Albany County,
With the returna compliled, the Demeeratio preas lementad;
Hirned 152 Ga5te7 toume but twoy wiere the Amat-rent qusstion
done better than usual, Dut for the Anti-rent qu..suznl,m"

which whiz [sic]ertifice end rraud brought to its service on

the whole ticket, R :
eiate "ﬂﬂ.j_ﬂl'i g,‘:ﬂi’h" County would have given &

On lNoverber 15, the aame newaspaper blemed Assemblyman-

elect Herrick's victery on "lementable dsfactions" by the anti-

1201v14,, Octaber 18, 18Ll,

123m14,, November 9, 104,
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rent vote from the Democratlc camp.

The Ven itensselsers must have reelized that their position

&s landlords was shaken by the election of outspoken Anti-Rent

rhe tenants hed displayed power of tha vote which

Local elected

assexblymen,

was even greater than tha power of their "Indiens,"”
officials could not be expected to et egelinst masseos of votars,
The Rudmet coused temporary anxlety when 1t carried a news item
which steted thet one of the Ven Renszseleors was going beyond tho

local end stete sovarnment for collectlon of hls renta:

¥r, Van Rensselaser, who hos had a difficulty with nis tenonts
in liew Yorl, it is said in the Pnlladelphia Ledier, 1is cbout
to make his presidence in Pennsylvania, in order th&t he may
bring o salt erainat the stote of Naw York In the ‘nited
States Suprema Court, to compol thet atete to heve its laws
sxecuted azeinst thoss tencnts who resist hia right, Elii
place of residence, it is undsrstood, will be in Boston, az

The anxiety was short=lived, Two days later the same
paper called the Philadelphis story & hoox,

Though the tenents had thn. powar of the vote end powar of
the "Indians,” the Ven Rensselasrs realized that mors powerful
then either was enraped publie opinien, Disordsr by inflamsd
tenants misht sway publie opinion to favor the landlords., To
provoke disorder becsme the landlord's main sim. A Rensselser
County srend jury was meeting in Troy, where anti-renters warse
trented with disfavor, to investizate "complainta made bafore
them of outrares upon the property and persons of individuels,
perpetrated by persons disgulsed es Indiens,” Tha grand Jury
needed witnessss from Sand Leke, and nsked the district ettorney

to lasue sulposnas for the witnesses, The sheriff attempted to

1221p14,, novemder 16, 18l
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sarves the subposnas, but was stoppad in gand Lake "by a bend ol

men disruised as Indians, wWho forcibly wrasted his pepars from

him, and threatened him with greot pepaonal Injurlau." rand

Juries nad to retain subpoenda privilege, and Governor Bouslr, in

an officlal proclamation of November 25, offered a five hundred

apprehension of the "Indiens,” the rowerd
123

dollar rewsrd for the

to ba pald upen sonviction,
Some "Indian" misdeeds wers not connectad with anti-rent,

Were &n easy way to gein revenge, or wera more for the delight

of irresponsible troublemekers thea for the beneflt of the
tenants. One suoh incident occurred in Nessani
We learm that Mr. Christien Craver of liassen in this
county wn; Attocked at' the residence of a nelghbor, on ths
svening of the 3d inatant, by & gang of rufflans giamiud
as Indions, who drogged him out of the house by the haels

and epplied a coat of tar and feathers %o nis heed and neck
. « « the outrage “EQP Mr., Craver has no connection with the
0

enti-rent troubles.

A troubla making antl-ranter was llenry G. Green of Berlin,
Gresn, 4 well-to-do stors owner, had & reputation which ircluded
expulsion from the beptlst Church for publle intoxicetion., Green
and eleven disguised followers attempted to free 3Schuyler Jones,
a Berlin tonant in arrecrs on hia rant, who wan being hauled to
Troy by constable John J, Kichols. ‘Oreen, overpleying his role,
was captured by liichols, Jones eventually paid the rentj Green
was fined one hundred end twenty=five dollers, During the

following yesr, troublemeker Oreen's antlerentism was snded when

1231b4d,, December 2, 18h4.
la'u‘!.'bl.d” December 16, 18LL,
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i r ons wWeok.
he was apprehsnded for murdering his bride © :
an
1f, in ordar to win the public's aympathy, the
¥
1 cnee beyond
lenaacleera nacded tenont wviolenccs tuey 3ot wiol "
e . Schoherio
i in luta Novembar and Dacember. "autlawey in
0] tation 1 4
i atory of anti-rent excltement neér

v
Livinzetonvillo in Schoharle

." ngadlined a tlovember 28 |
The event included the

County.
w126 1

"
fipine of siota and the evantusl arrest of two Indians,
. mbia Count
early Decerber, other uprlaings wero preported In Columbi 7

and in the Cataldlls. Then, on December 1) and Decomber 15, two

farmors were xilled in fIndlon® rallies,

on Desember 18, Docter Foushton rode to Smoky ‘iollow,
near Gleveracl:, in Columbias County, to deliver the meln eddress
at & wall publicized entl-rent rally, The prssence of the cntie
rent leadsr olways insursd & large erowd, even in the cold of
Degerber, &nd threo thousand tenents had gatherad by midafternoon,
Pipat reports from tne rally indicsted that a illllsdele farm boy,
illiom Riferburg, hod condemned the meeting end was told by Ben
"Isdian" to ery "down with the rent," Rifemburg rafused, The
*Indion” showed his platol and repeated his demcnd. When Rifen-
bur: sgein refused, tha Indian shot him end he died 1md1nta1y,12?
Later investiration revealed that Rifenburg had merely been &
spectator. A shot rang out snd Rifenburg fell to the floor ia

what wes essumed by those present to be en accldent, [However,

12515uis €, Jones, "The Gerlin Murder Cass in Folklore
and Nallad," Proceedings of the lew York State ilistorical
Amaocietion, .XHIV ugjni, FPs 192..193.

126pat1v Troy Bud t, November 28, 174,

1271n14,, Decomber 20, 18LL.
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Doctor flou~nton, ortimer felden (a recidert of Alps) end Semuel

Whealer wape trrasted by the Oolurkla County saeriff,

on the next day, December 19, “1ijeh Smlta of Grafton,

who nod been hawving disputes with the “rafton "Indians,;" snd who

was "g violent up=-renter,”128 was cutting wood on & lot cbout cne

half mile west of Grafton Center necr Qliver ilest's house.laq

Srafton hod riot boen setiled very quickly bectuse of the astony
g0il end hard winters, The bulldin-s 'rers conztantly in rneed of
wori, msst of thsu bolng chinked ecbins or elepboard shacks, For
mogt tensnts 1ife in firafton wea o bere cxlstence end wintars
ware dreary times with the family barrel of hard cider as the
only source of cheer, Grafton tenanta were bitter anti-renters,
&nd protestad when Williem Ven Rensseleer sold the rlzht to eut
wood on & tersnt's lot to Smith's uncle, Plum Martin, of Srafton.
The "Indlons™ hed warned Smith, but he and his unsle, were found

cutting wosd an the lot,

Tais envoyed the "Tadians" end they cers o the dat ina=
tlon of preventing him from doing so, i!ml on Thur-ada:r" ;2!:;‘“8
rifty c‘.ir]_:_uised mon pRrided, armed, for thet purpose. On that
::gdhga ::EE;:. El;jah Smith and three others laid out some

Y vhier ord en edjoinin- 1at 4 Abou : . =
t:at?:rgfgtamonn, Hrhb'.n:vtin wn: dm;ti;ag a‘loa: :rt:gog :I]"aj-k
nille recr a ttle settlement of baildal
he was Interrunted by the Indian S aoeinatie iy
: ] E d annoyed in vari
Smith end the three men with hims‘l‘m 7a s
- N the wooda heerd th 1
8nd ceme to his essistance Smith ey
: . in sdvance with hi
exe swineing z&relessly in his he i .
: nde :nd seeing Mcorptin
ﬂigagf;nat Eh’ fence in the rosd side and the %ndinna a§§§§’°d
1 e, 9 crled out "leave that team slone, it 1=

roperty." An Indian z 5
Elr o ;dvance s rug:gtid his larze horae plstol end eaid
continued to udvence towaprds

tonint neer tham, one of the Indlens ceurht

1“’chr13tmn, or,. eit,, p. 122,

lzgsyl'vaal;ar, op. olt., p. 55k,
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1 d the Indian with the
& jJerked him eround suddenly, an \
Eg%}ﬁf{ :;ntgl trmediately fired end the ball penetrited the

3 hoatile rovementsa
amall of his back. Mr. Smith made no L g N thas
further than te continue to cdvance todarelglom tean, no

did hs brondish his axe Iin any WaY . +

3nith was earried to wldow Weat's house, but when his
fellow workers discoverad no blood, they decldsd Smith was unhurt,
Mra, Wost disapreed and wanted him serried to & bed, but hes dled
bofore ha could be moved, Coronar Betts made en immediate inves=
tization which determinad demsth due to a pistel shot, and, o=
Smith's shirt was burned "to a tinder" for two inches sround the
shot, the shot waa blamed on en "Indian" at close rangs,

Whether Smith had msde "no hostile movement” or hed awung
his axe at the "Indians" as related by the Troy Wnig end by
Christman,13l was of little consequence., EZnragsd public opinien
broke around the heads of tha anti-renters. The Budcet ealled
the Smith death "murder" and stated that the anti-renters
"wantonly shot him}” Cormenting on the two killings in two days,
the fudzet sditorislized:

The dreedful murdsrs which we have Just been called to record,
ond the other deapsrate acts of thess misguided peaple, will
brinz their deeds of violence te a Just end speedy termina=
tlon, We have hoped almost agalnst hope, for en amicoble
settlement of these manor troubles, but thoss maast deeply
interested, by eithar participating in, or winking at thease
outrages, have forfelted mueh of the sympathy that they would
otherwlse hove enjoyed, They needed mercy and they could

have obtained it, They have demanded justice end thay will
probably set ite-not, we Teor, without :‘ot.’r.f.l'u.t‘ci::nn.l;‘-g

1305811y Troy sud ot, December 21, 18kl

131chrigtman '8,
» 9D, eit., p. 122, "Ccupgi El1 jeh d
from the wagon, strippad o {s I.mavy‘uinter c:f;, a.uEI1 wig;:m
9x uplifted, rushed the masked men, Before he reasched them, a
sfiot rang out, and he sturbled and fell to the ground, " X

132na11: Troy Pudget, Dacemher 20, 184,
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The Pudpet followed on the next day with more condemna-
tion: "What & horrible pilcture this presents in e clivilized
comrunity, An inoffensive man in the vigor of life &nd heslth
shot down in ¢ public highway by e bend of desperadoes, end that
too in the brosd light of day, and the villlans permitted to
retire to their homes undisturbed and unpunished,"l33

On Christmas Eve, the Budpet refuted a charge by the Troy
Hilg that politics could enter the investigation of "Indimn outw
rages." Referring to Governor HBouck's hands-off policy, the Whig
had charged that Sheriff Reynolds had not yat been ecalled upon teo
éct in Grofton, The Pudget responded that the murder itself
called the sheriff to sectlon end forcefully advisad Sheriff
fleynolds to begin an investigetlon. That same afternoon, Sheriff
flaynolds with Deputy Richmond ond Constebles Wilson, Cropsey, and
Phipps travelsd to Grafton and arrested Horman Goyer end Henry
Lund, The same officers rods back to Crefton on Christmas
svoning to subpoena witnesses to the murder,

Heanwnile, Flljah Smith was buried in a smell hillside
comatery about & mile weat of Grafton genter, On ais headstons
waa inscribed: "Elijeh Smith, who wes shot by & band of Anti-
renters dressed in disguise, Des, 19, 18, Aged 33 years,

9 months, 13 deys,m

On December 26, Sheriff Reynolds srrested Willlam Parke

and Charles Smitn, &nd subpoened thirty witnesaes to eppsap

befors the Coroner &t the Court House in Troy. On Decerbar 28,

Sonstable Painpa arrested Ira Allen, Ira Ford, Jabez Halikes,

133, 1d., December 21, 101,
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John P, Marevills, eond S1isha P, Burdick when thay came to aee

Norman Goyer in the county jail, iilth the Jail rilling, the

”n L
citizanry of Troy beceme panicky, &nd rumors spread of an "Indien

attack on the §ail, The military companios in Troy were placed
on alert, the jail was fortified, three fieldpleces and a supply
of small arzs end certrldges wera shipped from the Arsenal, and B
regqulsition was sent to the governor for more arms énd ammunition,

| The inveati=ution dragzed out throuzh rising exeltement.,
Iro Allen end Rlishe Burdick were revealsd as "Indian Chiefs"
&lthough Allen was Srafton's Justice of the Peece &nd Burdick was
town consteble, With law enforcement so relatsd to the tenants
it was impossible to find & murdersr, &and though more than two
hundred psrsons were questioned concerning Elijah Smith's murder,
Do one was ever indicted.l34

As Slles Wright took office ss Governor in Albany on

January 1, 1345, the stats npeemad nearly engegsd in a civil war,
Doctor Noughton was in jall at Hudson and that clty wes thes vietim
of real and Imazined attacks, Troops wers garrisoned nsar ths
Jall and others wero on the wey, The antlerenters were split:
some wishad to shed the pelico and prevent further bloodshed
while others were gathering a fores of four thousand "Indians"
to blast Blz Thunder out of Jetl, |
on Jenuary 15 tnd 16, ono hundred and fifty delegates

from eleven lessahsld countlios bested an unpressdsntsd snowfmll

13!‘;1:-“1 i

: ur Jermes Weise, {istapy of th

in Rensselsar County I'rom t'ne.c:: cnization aa 2;:‘1’200“ —gwns
ltenssaleerwyck to the F e - PRIORED

€nd Tucker, 1860, p. GI7, ——— « I, Fronels
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to attand tha firat stote Anti=3ent conventlon nt the Berne

Luthsran Chupah in tha ilelderbergs, The delegates pepudisted the

une of foree and ovaln stoted the tnrse reliafa which they sourht:

{1) repenl of tno special rights es judge @nd Jury given to the

londovmers in cases involving rent disputss, (2) establishzent of
the rlzht of tenants to challenze the validity of a landlord's
titls in court, and (3) imposition of & tax on the rents pesasycd
by the lendlarda,

On Jenusry 28, Sovernor Wright signed into law & bill
whleh mede it unlawful te appesr in New York State in disgulse
and armed, taus raking law of the tenant's declaration at "erne,
Tarly in ebruery, £ potition of twenty-five thouannd sirnatures
was sent to Albeny ursing the adoption of the three Rarne domunds,
but 1ittle result was to coms of the lengthy petition, As spring
errived, the anti-rent troubles mushroomed. Defying the new
state law, "Indiens" donned calleo end mask, blew tin horna, and
begen puerrilas warfere on the lemsehold lands, Ulster County
reported najor incldents end Delawere County raported major
digturbences, with Delhi turned into an srmed eemp to protact the
county Jell =onteining enti-renters, liewapeper reports indicated
8 growing tbundence of "Indlens" in the Cotskills as spring
progrosssd,

"Sig Thunder," Doctor Boughton, was tried in Marsh in the
‘ludson courthouse, but efter twelva hours of deliberation, the
Jury could not agree. Poushton wes re-comnitted to the Colurmbia
County jeil for & new triel to be held in September, 1BL5, In
April, an Anti-Rent newspapsr began publication in Albany, "Every
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Century seamed supportead by ons proup

opinion of the Aineteenth
uded &n

¥ sontroversial group incl

snd darmed by another, Ever,
wars used to spread their

editor or two and the waakly papers

opiniona.“135
on April 9, 1845, the

published by anti-renter,

first coples of the Albany Free=

distributed
holder, Thomss Davy®, wWere ]
the publipity in fevor of tha landlords” glven by

to "eounterast
rich and powerful

most popers whieh felt obliged to support the
Tro ﬁawu.136

Van Rensaeluers, especially the Albany Argus and the ¥

With his friend, Doctor Houghton, tried but gtill in jail, Devyr

wrote in tha rirst issuse, "After o long, ond truth demands that

we should 8dd, & cruel incarceration, Dr. Toughton has been put

on trial," Then throwing aside discration, Devyr sorcestlcally

ughton trial and Solumble County sheriff, Henry C.

gttecksd ths Bo

Miller:

he District of Columbia--no, not the
Distriot but the county--has two millers who glean up most of
the (officiel) mrist within those bounds. One of them is the
DA, who opened the case in . . . 8 6lesr and foroible speach,
This gentleman hed an easler task than his officlal brother==
he underwent no oross-sxemination, If he had, it is to be
feaped that hia "speech” would have been muddied of mgs? of
Its clearness and shorn of less or more of ita foree,

It appears that t

Elections for county offfce were held on April 3, end, in
1845, ss in 18l)y, antl-rent wes the decidinz 1ssue in the manor

towns of Rensselmar County. Commenting on the elections, the

, 1355, i1, Craiv end R, i, Greib, "Our Yesterdays - A
Hiatory of Rensselaer County" (Mimeographed book for schools of
Renaselasr County, ca. 1947), p. 115.

1
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=BT
Frosholder rejoiced:

- Renssalear County has mode & cleen aweep, The torms
Derocrotic” ond "Whig" are, so for oas Mensselser has to do
with thom, posaing into the 4and laongutce, Anti=flent . « &

is drowlng tiom totally out. . .« » 3eorealy Troy end her
nuras tender, Lensingburg, escaped. All the reat nave
declared with tie ermphasis of the Faollot fox thot "time [of
Patroonery] shall be no longor.” « .. « Patroonery ls virtually

debd e s e
lo, 1, on our list, ia Oreenbush, The whole tlcket Anti-

Rent, Send Lake-Damoopatic Antl=Rent Supervisor elocted
Arafton-Democratic Anti-Ront Supervisor elected
Schodack-Anti-fent Whig Suparvisor electad
Brunswick, "“’EEB' Stephentown, Herlin, Pittstown, snd

Hooaick, the same,

A defeotad candldate for the office of constable in the
cormunity of Wynantskill (locoted between Troy and the Town of
Sond Leke) spporently blumed hia defeat on the rent iasue, for
tho Freeholdar related an amusing incident:

O Rt T S IR b R e
Cok Eiaclis Ao Aot o v e et ol pentas
accounted innoeent until provod.guiztytiiqm.n o

Commentins further on the fate of Doctor Roughton, the
Freeholder noted that while the next trial for the tenont leader
would nat be until Septerber, there waa no recson to keep hin in
Jail "while swindlers, thieves, ond criminals of any kind are
permitted to mo at lerge, frequently on straw bail," Wide clrcu-
lation of the Frecholder wes recommended as the wey to "strike
terror into the wirs pullers of both parties,"1LO

A
8 spring moved toward swmmer, William Van Renssslser
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ecoped to be @ compromias apirit, ll® let more

movad witn wWhiet 8pg :
lower the emount of bec

ymow thot he mi ght
ay in full, gnd he offore

prosparous farrors
a4 to sell clac®
rent due i tney would p »

T g holder
title to toe cestern 1ends of Rensselaer Gounty. The Fresio co

ds
was cynicel concerning Ven Rensseleer's motives and state
that Mr. furdock, one of those 1nsr.r'fmnnt.a
slcer hos occaaion to usse I:;salgur;:lu;u\ép
i ilck 3 ba
ca, end who residas Bt Durdlcl,
:‘l::gieﬂ. E:zﬁ:eig.er County trying to induce Lhe richer f‘z;—.;ers
to “aélzp:;amisc." This would put him ir, & favorable Ros on
to ext.ir. -uigh the Alsgontents of the poorer cluss; We Soeni)
believe he had not occasion to write home ébout his succedss

We are instructed
thut N, Yen Renss

stating that william Van Rensselaer had offered to releacse

Stephentown from tganfage” At the rate of & doller & bushel of

wheat, to be paid im & principal sum, and that water privilepes

wore 8lso for sale in Stephentown, the Fresholder scorned Ven

Aensoelaer:
That Stephentown 18 such 8 rugged, Troclk¥, eregsy, hard favorad
ploce=--such @ daorth of soll--such & crop of dqnaln‘hion--
that no huran baelng, except & Patroon or his ?}:Lckspit’.tla would
ever drecr of exacting out of it tne E_&E“’ red cont., TheJ,
however, have a stomach for anything.

Tha anti-pent newspeper pralsed the militant local anti=
ront sssociations and reportnd naws suech as & cell made by the
wWest Sand Loke Anti-Rent Associetion for funds, &t the rate of
ons cent per sers, to bring legel sults sgainst William Van
Ronsseluer,1t? Violence was not ancouraged, but the readers of
the Fresholdsr lesrned that "we cannot shut out the fact That ir

the laws were equal, just, republicen, in spirit and opsration,

Ulmpid,
21044, april 30, 18LS.
W3rpig,, April 16, 18US.
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no one would break them, "1

Surmer came With the tensnts of Hensselser County still
opposing thelr lendlord, Doctor Boughton was still in jail, ond,
at July Y4 rallies throughout the fast lanor, the tenants wWore
reminded of "Bip Thunder” aa & rallyirg oell, Two weelts after
these ralliss, Doctor Bougnton was released on bail end returned
to Alpa to ewait his re-trial, Undoubtedly many tales of Ven
Rensaclacpts treatment of the tenants were relatad to "Bilg Thunder®
while he was in Alps, for Van Rensselser's agents ware in the
founty atterpting rent collections, evictions, and suctions of
cattle to pay erresrs on rent, The Tpoy newspepers occaslonelly
mentioned "Indlonlgation" of constables or deputy sneriffa who
attempted to serve process pepers, but ne ma jor ingident occurred
during tho summsr,

on hugust 7, 1845, ot Andes, in Delawars County, & deputly
sheriff, Osmen Steele, who hed esatablished an ugly reputation in
anti=rent tarritory and who waa hated by the tenants, wes shot and
killed during en auction on a tenant farm, Given another murdsr
comnitted by "Indians" in full disguise snd in sipght of a sheriff,
the newspapers of the state condemned the calico murderers,
Stssls, kmown to the tenants as & dmmken tyrant, was buried as
a noble haro, (Citizens wers plasced under arms in Delhi for the
socond time in 1BL5 while the tenant "Indians" fled the county or
1lived in cavas or woods. Mors than eighty anti-rent leaders ware
jeiled in the Dslhi jail, Delawars County was declared an emsr-

gency orea, asnd Governor Wripght ordered state troopas to tha villere,

W‘M. April 30, 18LS.
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All of the inltisl excltement plus continuing errests, the
- m of
in;» of log pena to hold the overflow of prlsoners, ond rumors

i ; 5
"rnalen” ettecls, nade for exeltln? roadinz in the newspapera o
that How York

the stote, dows veports of tne day would indiecate

State was a8t Wil

Anti-Nent excltemont over tne uneplved Steale murder was

neightenad when the re-triel of Doctor Dougnten begen on Septem=

ber 3, Thie re-triel was colorful and "zoad copy" for newapapermten.
John Ven Buren, son of the former President, was prosecutor; end
tha judze wos imported from New Tork City. The jury wes picked
efter two weeka and, efter the appearcnce of many varied witnesses,
the jury, on Saptenber 30, returned e Ffinding of "guilty" of
robbary of procsas pepers from Sheriff Miller, The Judge, with
the cption of a sentence renging from minor imprisonment to 1ife,
pronounced sentonce of life imprisonment, The Judge's preface
to the sentenoling indicetes that the severe nershness of the
sentence wer moant to end all "Indien"” activitiss. Doctor Boushe=
ton wis tronsferred undor heavy guerd that very night to & river
boet bound north toward the Clinton Prlson at Dennemora, Rumors
spread of "Indian" attecks to release the prisoner, end dockside
crowds at Albany prevented stoppinp there, Troy wes packed with
antl-renters, but Doctor Boughton was tseken to the jeil and back
to the boat desplte the manacingly large and nolsy crowd, Ones
past Troy, tha Doetor's puards hed little worry and eccorted thelr
prisoner safely %o Darnemore,

The sentonce imposed on Doctor Boughton caused spirited

writing in newspapers and bitter debats emonz residents of lesass=
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hold &nd non-lensehold areas of New York State, Soms, angersd
at the lawlsassnsss of the anti-ventera, or friends of the Ven
Rensselaars, aaw tho penalty ss just and deserved; others,
includinz ell of the tenents, saw the penalty as en ettempt by
tha friends of tas Van Rensselsers to cow the anti-renters into
submission, Thess latter citizens called for en elected judlclary
in the state as a remedy for Van Hensssleer or Wright juatice.

The trial of the "Indians" involved in the murder of deputy
Osman 3teele bepan in mld-September, and, as the verdicts were
returnad, the tenants became positive that there was & need for
an elected judiclary: by October 11, 1045, over two hundred ceéses
had been hocrd in Uelhl; two tenants were to be hung, four were
sentenced to prison for 1life, eight received sentences renging
from seven to ten yeers in prison, ths rest received lesser priason
tarms or were fined as much as five hundred dollara, With & few
more trials of that type, Clinton Prison would scon have been
fi1lled with anti-renters,

In looking back, it cen be seen thet the years 184Y4 snd
16845 wers the climactic years of the antl=rent war. Violence wes
asgursd 83 the tenants, buoyed up by their strength in numbera
and thelr decisive strength at the election polls, goaded the
Van Rensselaers and their agents, It becams too dengerous for
the Van Rensselaers to rlde over their menors (even in en ermed
coech with numerous outriders &3 haed been possible in previous
years) or for farmers to profess publicly & doubt about the just
oruss of the enti-renters, Farmers who were brended "up=renters”

1ived in fear of thelr nelgnbors who, disgulssd as Indiens, were
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kmown to sneek into barna at night snd cut off the tails of all

the horses in order to confirm the "up-renters™ social standing
in tho community.

The emergence of & powerful leader in Doctor Bouphton,
the preparation for baottle, the moatings of the Indians, nll
foretold the coming violence, As 184} was drawing to en end, the
violence reached an spex with the killings in Columbia and
Rensaseleer counties on December 18 end 19, Tne double killinge
end the wartime aftermath on the manors focused the attention
which the tenents needed in order to gain thelr ends, Howsver,
the murders brovght disfevor and publie opinion turned sharply
azoinat the diaguised killers. Tt was obvlous that in order to
gain reel end lasting relief the tenants would heve to move from

the battlefield to the courtroom and voting place,

CHAPTER VII
THE VAN RENSSELARRS GIVE UP

The anti-renters, struck with the possible result of
further "Indian" attscks, discarded their tin horns and callco,.
It was nearly election day and the loss of Boughton and the
Delaware County werriora provided & unlty et the polls which
threatened any candidate's essocietion with landlords or assoclas
tion with Governor Wripght, The Governor, luckily for him, was
not up for election in 1845, As election nearsd, the press
reported requests belng received by the Governor to commute the
two death sentences imposed &t Delhl., But Governor Wright did
not accedes and on elsctlion day the two tenants wers still awalting
death., The newspapers, 8s always, vigorously Whig or Democratic,
had been bemonning thes sffieciency of the anti-rent vote, but,
even 5o, the forse of the tenant vote was unexpected, Normally
Democratic Rensselaer Gounty went to tha Whigs who received a
majority of over seven thousand votes in the manor countiesa, A
referendum for & constitutional convention to be convened in 1846
péssed by more than two hundred thousand votes, and anti-rentsrs
ware ogain chosen to the atate legislature, With the demonstratad
success of the candlidates endorsed by the anti=-rentsrs cama &n
enger willingness by politieians in both political partims to
pive the tenants the relief which they sought, Duly impressed,

Governor Wriszht reluctently commuted the death sentances of the
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two Delawara Count? "Indians” to life imprisonment and finelly

901h1‘1u5

o & morked impression on

withdrew the stete troopa from

That tho llovembor slection mad

Governor Wright becams much mora spperent wnen he dellverad his

annual messags to the lezislature on Jamuary 6, 1846, Devoting
the main portion of his address to the leasehold system, Wright
tragad the rent troubles of tha entire year 1845 and established

raal hope for the tenanta:

In m7 former communleation to the Leminlature upon this sub-
ject, T stated that I considered myself precluded from
discussing, or even considering, the real nerita of the
differences existing between the lendlords and the tenanta,
b7 tho viplent snd criminal conduct of those who cssumed to
get for the latter, end in their neme, and apparently by
thoir npprobotion; end who had changed the lssue to one
batwesn sustaining the lew, preserving the public peace,

and protectins the rights and 1ives of unoffending cltizens
on the one side, and armed resistonce against the law, wenton
disturbances of the pesce, and aggravated trespasses on the
rights and lives of indivlduals, on the other,

Assuming, what I hope time may prove, thet these viclent
proceedings heve terminated, and thet, hereafter, only
eonstitutisnal and lawful eppesls for radress ara to be
rmade, the nointa reelly presented for publie sction, become
proper subjects for inquiry and discussion.

The change of the tenures from leesehold to fee slmple eatates,
I have ever understood, &nd supposed to be the preat object
of deslrc on the part of the tenanta, The odious character,
end evil influences of the lemashold tenures, have certainly
formed the great burden of the complaints which have reached
me; ond I have labored under a false impresalon, 1f, at the
commencement, the avowed object was not this change, This,
it seems to be well undsrstoed and concedsd, must be reached
by contract and compromise betwsen thes landlord and tanant,
and that no power possessed by the 3tate eould so chenga the
exlsting contracts, while ths Constitution of the United
States remained in foree. , . . A still further complaint
?sda by the teneants is that an inequality of taxation exists
in fovor of the lendlords of these leoashold estotes unjust
to the paople of the whole State, in reference to the

U:5pincoln, op, cit,, IV, pp, 309-32%,
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collection of & penersl tax, erd perticularly unjust to the
peopla of the counties where the eatétes ore situcte, in
rofersnce to tho texcs snauslly essessed to pey town ond
gounty exponses. . » » [here eppeers to be forem and t?utn
in this position. The place ani memmer of egssessing auch
capital may be motter of more difficu}ty “ﬂf mor? qusstiggﬂ
The moner due upon mortgapes, contrices, notes, End the .?,
15 cssegaed to the holder of the securities, at the plaﬁﬁ-o
hia residence, tnd the tex is peycble in his town or ward;
while the compleint urped in tnals cese ixplies bne_oplnlfp
ther the lesses should be pssessed, end Lhs tax peid 1ln the
town or woard where the lends are situete, Thls would be the
introduction of o new prineipls in reference to the asressment
of perasonal property of resldent citizensj but the sxpedlency
of cdoptin- 1t, end the mode of cerryin: it out, tre matters
of deteil, eppropriutely belonpging to lepgisletlor, In case
the tex itself is imposed. . « « # Eugmection hts been
frequently mode, in connection with the troublea erising
frow thege tenures, the edoption of whleh I suppose to be
within the unquestioned power of tihe Legislature, @lthouph

I &r not cwere thet it hes been uried by the itenants upon tha
existing leasehold estates, It 1a, that a lew should be
passed, ta prohibit, for the futurc, thia form of aslling
foarmine lands, by declering that no leese for such lands,
for @ lon-ar terci then Tive, or %er jears, or zome other
short period, shall be walid, It in sntirely epparsnt, not=-
withstenling the very unwerraenteble charocter of tho lote
disturbences upon the leasehold eststes, that thase tenures
ere not in eccordance with the spirit of our inatitutions,
or with the feelingza of that portion of our people in no way
interested in the disturbences, or in the relctions out of
which they have rpown, Suech is manifestly the settled atata
of the publie 1ind upon this point, that the tultiplication,
or muterdol extension of leasshold egtotes, would be looked
upon @s £ publie evil, threatening more widespread and
aorious disturbances, than thoase wnleh heve, recently,
interrupted our fnternsl poace, IT, therefore, there be no
obatacle in principle, and nono prasents itself to my mind,
rey it rot be well for the Legislature to put at rest any
apprehension of this sort, by the pessase of such e law? I
should hope for salutery influsnoces from such legiolation
upon the existing estates, I think it would have e tendency
to confirm, in the minds of taa landlords, thelr present
inclination 4o comruts the leesehold titlea, and would
operute stronsly upon the tenants, to indnce ther to accept
folr terms of commitation, and dlschorge themselves, at aﬁ

eerly B day as poassible, from ob ject
tenures thus confined t;-thﬂm.iﬂs $8FOMBaE SISt o

A seloot committee scon to be commonly called the Tilden

u‘éﬁ_i'.i.... pp. 239-215,
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Corwittes after its chalrman, samiel J. Tllden,of golurbla County

wos appointed, The Cormittes, watohed ns & suggesater of

lerislative refusm plus & directiom finder for tha coming state

aars
Constitutional Gonvention, heard counssl for the Van Renssslaers,

spent thrse days to heer tanant repressntatives from elpght

countiss including fensselasr, and then wrote & thirty-four paje

report walca wes presanted to the legislature on March 2d. The
report treced tne origin end extent of the leaseholds in each
county, verifyingz what hed often been stated by William and
Stephen Ven fonaseloer that in 1846 Aensselserwyclh "eomprised a
tract of country extending twenty-four miles north and south and
forty-aight miles ekst end west, lyins on eech side of the fudson
River, end ineludins nearly all of the counties of Albany and
Aensselaer," The lands "ara still held under perpetual leases"
except for "a few in the county of Hensselaer, for sixty yesrs,
which are now about to axpf.r'a."m? The Cormittee, having stated
the caose, extendsd its concluslons:

0f the unfavorable influence of ths leasehold tenures, upon
the agricultural prosperity end the sociml conditlion of the
communitiea whara they exlst, your commlbttes entertaln no
doubt, Hxpericnce and observotion-ethe gradually formed
and thoroughly established convietions of thoss who are
subject to them, end thosas who are fres from them--of all
who compére the effects of this system and tha propristary
systeri in contiguous locellties, &nd in farms intermingled
oide by side in the same locality, hes ssttlsd ths quastion,
and, as vour committee belleve, has settled it in conformity
with truth,

It has indeed been urged that the lengthsned or perpet

eradlt £llowed to the settlsr for tha?:mrc'nue mgmﬂ;' G?E:I.iﬂ
farm, with an exemption from interest or rent for & perlod
of ponerally seven yeers, formed tarms unusually favorable
te him, conducing to his irmediete prosperity snd domastie
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comfort, amid the strugples and herdsnips incident to his
conditlon, 2e well os pecurins the early occupation and
cultivation of the landa, All this i3 no doubt trus; but it
by no mecne follows that the ultimate and permanent sffect
of the credit--continued beyond the lmmedinte benefits

which 1t certainly did confer--wis solutsry, On the econ-
trary, it 1o more than probably that this 1s enother of the
frequant instances In which & credlte--convenient or usaful
at tha time==bocomes, in ita remote and joncrel effecta, an
injury,

tlor, if 1t could be shown that the rent wes but o roderote
interost on the market value of the wild landa, or aven less
than the rotse ot whish the prineipsl could be emnloyed,
would the conelusion be warranted thet such & perpetunl
charze, universnl in a community, ls good; or that, upon
the whole, anything was paeinsd by ascceptling it In exchange
for the unnllevisted difficulties wnich ordinarily attend
those who form & new asttlemant,

The mere ides of proprietorship is & voluable slement of

the individusl and soeclal character of the agricultural
population of this country; inculceting habitual selfl respect
end selferelience; elevating the morel and mentel disposie-
tions, @nd onlarging the capacities for action; cultivating
at once & menly asnse of individual independsnca, and a
menerous subordination to the collective will, The dimine
ished influence of this ides would naturally be the mors

felt in & community which saw itaself, in this respect, &n
exception to rll those by whieh it was surrounded; nnd

where, too, the sense of dependence wes made the more
offensive, by traditional asscciationa of degradinc inci-
dents, now removed, to & relation whiech still continued end
seemed llkely to be perpetusl, , , , In the present cesn, in
cddltion to the restraints on alienation imposed in many nf
the lecsos, serlpus irpediments have existed, to & free
exchanzo of the lands, in the ineonvanience end legal
orbarrassrents which surround aush tranafers, ond which tend
to restrain labor from seeldng, through shifting employments,
its most sdventapsous spplicetion, &and to repress the
disposition, the hebit, end the opportunitiss of enterprise, 148

Then e&me the Committes's recommendations:

After a careful examinntion of thes aub jact u

hove coms to the concluslon that lelaeg 1n’r::.rfg:m?i:t:.

end for long terms are, under the general principles of *
taxation adanted in thls State, proper subjects of assessment
and hove smended the bill for thet purposs which was 5
referred to them. 4 + . If, then, thess lsmsss are, Bccording

W7 1h14,, op. 328-329,

W8rvea,, pp. 33-336.
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te ostablished rulas, proper subjecta of “‘"affin;r:;:;o::nl
ot fo be axerpted, and especinlly £s such logs. | :

' . ¥

tands to sncaupage invasbments wnieh have hun,i:";gu:gds?‘m.
contrapy o Jusi public policy. ‘Lcﬂsnn-for }aii so‘fnﬂ
tarms deamsl ta be equal to 8 1ifo, seex to o e
within the recsons epplyinz to lecses in fec, g S ten
1iiewlse subjectad to ns3essients s e ‘Il‘ne Le‘-t:.:ct i
no pownr, instontly to ennul or CI8nge tha contr l:ad-
should sttempt to do so, it would 1taell bes overruledi

¥ Ho
.4 would hut deluds ond betray the unfortunato mn v
J:;ua::i to it; overwhelm him with expensive 1itizetion and

cortain defont,

sut 1t should cdopt ony measures within its constlitutional
powar to remove discrinina tions against him, as comparsd
with other debtors; and it should, from considerations of
public policy and publlic duty, prohibit thesae peculiar
relotions whic have proved 3o undesirsble, for the fubure,
end do whet 1t ean, rightfully end justly, to terminate
thosa which now exist.

Yaur cammittss hove exemined the subject with ¢ nincers &nd
gnvisua desire for the Bccomplishment of this object. They
heve metured 2 bill for your consideration.

It prohlbits for the future lecses of asrigultural lands for
e period excssdinz ten yeara; end proposas, by the exerclse
of the unquestioneble powsr of the Legisleture over the
stetutes of devlses apnd deacents, to provide, at & futuro
ond not very distent perlod, for the ecommutation on oqui-
toblo principles, in shansery, of the rights ond interasts of
the lendlords, and the converslon of them in!:iug.oﬂ.gnmn.
peyable Bt wite or in reasoneble inatalments.

In effeet, then, the Ven Rensselters would be taxed on
their reservations in ec&ch lease, ond each eateate would be
divided upon tha desth of the present owners end plven to the
present tensnts "on equitabls principles,” The pro-landlord
press steted that murder had been the weapon used by the tenents
te win such concossions and complained that ths nurbar of tenant
votes &8s opposed to the few lurdlord votes wess the resson for o
report so févorable to the tenents, James Fenimore Cooper, B

dafender of londed tristocracy who was often entertainsd et

U9101d., pp. 338-356,
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Stephen Van iensselaer's manor houss, expresasd ths pro-landlord
view In this prafece to his The Redakina:
It would bs idle to dsny that the mreat principls which lien
6t the bottsm of onti-renti=m, if principle it cnn Fe called,
1a tho sasurptlon of 4 clalm thot the Interasts and wlaliea of
numbera epre to he roapectad, though dons at o peorifice of
the clacrest ripnta of the faw that thin 15 not 1ibarty, but
tyranny in its worat form, avery ripht=tainkin~ ol rlant=
feslin: man muat he fully eswara,

Tt s pretended that ths durable leases ars feudsl In thelr
nature. We do not conceive tnls to be trus but, admitting
it to be go, it would only prove that reudali‘t:y.. tolgais
extent, is & port of the institutions of the Stite,

The Tildan Committes's proposals, Jomes Fenlmore Cooper
tnd his 1lrndlord friends notwithstanding, pasasd the Anserbly,
The provisiona to limit tenant lepsaes to ten yeors and divida
the eatntess upon the death of present owners were defeated In
the Semste; but the provisicn to tex the income from feudal
lesses becere low along with 8 blll to prevent the seizure end
sale of tanent livestock or lend to pay rent in mrrears,

The Constitutional Convention of 1844 ennvened at Albany
on Juna 1, !lNeetin; through the warm summer until October, tha
delerctes "prohiblted eny futurs lnnme of erricultural lend
which c¢laimsd rant or service for & paricd lonmar than twelve
yeers, 151 and epproved an elsctad state judielsry. lowever,
existing leanses were left untouched by hoth tﬁa Convention and
the state legislature,

With the conventlion concluded, anti-renters turned thalr

1507 amen Fenimore G
ooper, The Redalki H T
Jeres 0. Grecory Publishers, 186&)",‘1:?‘3{3._“ il

151m_ L

» “llis et al,, A Short i[lstory of New York Stnta,

P 161,
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pinds to the upcoming Loverber elections. 5ilas Wright wWoa

; S
sgain the choice of the Uemocrsts for FOVernor, while the WhiZz

: t
chose Asserblymen John foung fop the poab. pespits constant

ot f z e 5
pregsurs to rain enti-rent support, bhe Uemoocrats sullersc

pre-olecticn defeot wher, on Ostcber 6, 8t tke geeond Stete

Anti-Rent Convantion, held in Albery, John Young received onti=

rent erdorserent for governor. Youns promised the antl-renters
thot, if elected, he woulé releese the tenant prisoners from
Dennemors, ond the tenants meent to heve Young for governor and
the rolesase of their comraden, The election wes & Young triumph
by eleven thousand votes, snd It won seen by ell aa &n enti-rent
rather than & Yhip victory.

In Februery, 1847, Governor Young ordersd the anti-rent
prisoners released and the fresd "Indiana" cama home smid cale=
bration and rejoieing. In June, the first slection for state
judiciery seota was held In Hew York State, With elected judpes
considerad free of landlordism, the tenants broucht sults to
test the lemality of the Van Renssalaer's deeds, "The courts
eventuslly ruled thet the statute of limltatisns prevented eny
questioning of tho original titles, Deolaring that the holdars
of perpatual leases were in rsality freeholder, the Court of
Appeals outlawed the 'quapter sales' In 1852.152

Harassed mnd frustrated in their attempts to collsct rent
fror thelr troublesome tenants, end hothered by investisations of
the attorney jenerel and the courts, the "patroons” greduslly sold

tholr holdin=e, In 1818, Williem Ven Resnsselser sold hls rights

15244,
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in over five hundred forms, In 1052, Stephen IV offered the Wect
Manor to lend apesulstors ingluding 8 Wolter Church who psid "en
estimuted two nundred end tem thousand dollars, pombling om &
substanticl nrafit before the grave of foudslism wes finally
aus. %153 1 1067, Church bought the remaining fast Henor 1sanes

from William Van Rensselaer 8t a price between twenty-five centa

ond five cents on & dollax‘.lsl" Willism Ven fenssolaer roved to
Rye, Hew Yorl: where he dled in 1872. Stephen IV remained in
Albany ond died thers four years before his brotner. Walter
Church continued the rent wer until 1870, bringing farmera to
court for back pents end reservations, but the agza of "patroonery”
Wia poat.

e can look back and see the Anti-Rent Wer s o colorful
though relatively unknown event in our hlstory of democracy. The
londlords end tenants who suffered through the wer saw 1t wore
as survivel of their ways of life, Heither landlord nor tenent
wes completely right, The lendlord, with law on his alds, was
so uncornromisine ond unjust agelnst such a vast nurber of
tencnts that he lost his entirs property ond the pood will of
his nelghbors who resorted to killing, violense, cnd finelly
superiority st the ballot hox to win what they considered to be
Justice.

153christmen, op. eit., p. 303.
15k1mi4,, p. 305.
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