Juno e-mail for Mary French{@juno.com printed on Saturday, January 20, 2007, 12:05 PM

_From: "Barbara Tourgee" <blourges@cannell-perking com=
To: =sandlakehistoryi@aol. com>
Oate: Wed, 3 Jan 2007 14:17:55 -0500
Subject: upcoming book

Hello,

Irecently joined the historical society and noticed in the newsletter that you are solicifing for a sequel o fhe
Images of America book. My family comes from West Sond Loke and | lived there for 20 years. Now | live in NH.

The only photos | have dealing with local business are ones of Alfred Middleton and his greanhouse | 1930's 7] that
was located on 150 south of the village of W5L and of my father and grandfather's sawmill (Howard and Eddie
Lerch — 1940's) which was located on 150 where, the kast | remember, the school playgiound now exists.

| have photos of the houses and fields in that area of WL dating back between 50 and 100 years ago. | also have
some class photos and graduation programs (1934 is the sarfiest], a photo of the WWIl honor roll Tor District 2, o
Sand Lake Advertiser from 1944, newspaper cippings with photos from 1947 when my father ran for office and won
but was denied the position becouse he was not a property owner, photos of the Town of Sand Lake trucks loading
sand or gravel from arcund the 40's, and miscellaneous photos of farm lite, elc from earty in the 20™ century.

f any of this sounds like semething you might be interested in please let me know and we will decide how to
procead from there,

alrecerehy

) warbara Tourgee




Comments on Photos

It's 1o bad there is no date on the news clipping about the old timer, but look at the wehicles for sale on the
back side. My great grandfather John Middleton was one of the “oldsters™ who made a dasly trek 1o the
post office at 4:30. He was probably there when this aceurred

|. This is one of the few that was labeled - ball game in Averill Park. [ don’t know where exactly or when
but judging from the cars probably in the 20°s

2. Alfred Middleton's greenhouse.  Alfred was a florist from probably in the 20°s or 30°s unil the 50's, |
remember going there as & child in the early %0°s It was located on the right side of Rt 150 heading south
from the village of WSL not too far past Sheer Rd. Sherwin's Laundry was efther next door or close by
Alfred emigrated from England in 1911 a1 the age of 19 and died in 1959,

Za. Alfred watenng planis

Zb. Alfred in greenhouse

Z¢. Alfred at his potting bench

2d, Mary Middleton {1905-1940)in the greenhouse. She was the wife of Lester Middleton,

builder, and mother of Robert Middleton, contractor (Middleton Mall, WiL)

3. 1think this is a picture of the district 3 (Best School District) school from 1910 or 1911

4. This is Josephine Lerch taken ca. 1910 at the district 3 school (Mote top left corner — Taft was president
194091913}

Sabe Burden Lake, probably in the 1930°%

6. Creneral farm pactures. John and Maggie Middleton farmed in Sliters Comess from zround the fum of
the ceatury until 1915 and then moved to another farm in West Sand Lake just south of the Elmwood
Cemetery on RT 150. In the 60's the farm house was owned by Carl and Emma Wicks and the land
probably had been subdivided.

ta. Emmor Middleton, WSL er vicinity about 1915

6 Emmor Middleton at Middleton farm WSL, Elmwood cemetery in background, ca 1920°s

6c. Josephine and Howard Lerch ca. 1925-28, can't identify location

Gd. What a fashion statement! Maggie, John and Josephine Middleton (left to right) harvesting

potatoes, Sliters Corners, ca, 1912-14,

6e. Emmor and Josephine Middleton with stone boat, Shiters Comers ca. 1910

6 Why did they labe! photos of the cows but not the people? “Our cows in pasture” Shiters

Comers, early 1900"s.

6g. John Middleton hauling wood, Sliters Comers or WSL, emly 19007s

&h. hay ride — not sure who this is - Sliters or WSL, early 190073

td. John Middleton cutting hay, Skiters or WSL. early 1900°s

&1, This is one of my favorites although [ cannot identify the peogle ar place, probably Sliters or

WESL, 192057

Gk. Haying -cam’t identify people, Sliters or WSL, early 1900°s

7. John Middleton farm, West Sand Lake (1915- ca. 1930°s):
Ta. ¥iew from Rt 150 just north of Elmwood Cemetery. Youngans's Race Track iz behind the
hedgerow (later to be the site of the elementary school). The hayfeld iz part of the Middieton
farm
7b. View from the same spot looking along the north edge of the cemetery. The land was cleared
all the way 1o Best Road in the far distance. The ground was slightly swampy back there and my
grandmother 161d me sometimes the cows would get sck in the misd and have to be extricated.
T Elmwood Cemetery from Bt 150 ca. 1920,
Tde Middleton farm house, ca. 1920

B




7. Middleton farm buildings looking toward RT 150 The cemetery and entrance to Shaver Rd is
visible as well as the hill acress 150 that was later excavated for gravel

Tg. John Middleton in & potato Geld. T don't know if this was taken at Sliters Corners or WSI.
carly 1900 s

B, Trucks:
#a. You might be able to distinguish the writing on the side of the truck that says Town of Sand
Lake. 1 believe the man standing in the back of the truck bed with the fork is Howard Lerch.
1930

8b,c.d. Three photos from the same roll of film. The man on the right in the first could be Victor
Jeannin (1882-1948), a supervisor of lage construction projects, locally and abroad. He lived in
West Sand Lake until the late 20°s, then moved 10 Massau Lake. He was my grandmaother’s
mephew. | do oot know the Iocation the photo was taken,

Bef Two more similar photos, equally unidentified.

9. West Sand Lake village 1940°s and 50°s:
9a. John Middleton residence on Bt 150 on the north side of the Methodist parsonage, looking
north toward the four comers. He (or they - his wife died in 1933) moved there when he retired
from furming. 1 remember going there with my grandmother to help with his housework, John
later menved in with his dasghter Phenie after 1954 and the house was sold.

%b. Looking up Ri 150, north toward the four corners, 1947, Residences right to left: Bethman,
DeGraaf, Sewell

Sc. View from Eddie and Phenie Lerch’s vard across 150 to Bathman’s, 19407s

od. WAL elementary school from Eddie and Phenie Lerch’s back yard, 19405 before the addition
10 the back of the school which was completed by the time | went there in 1952

Se. Present home of Ray and Jane Barnes, R1 150 booking toward the WSL elementary school |
can’t Lell if the school is there behind the house or if this photo was taken before the school was
built. The tand would originally have been part of the Middleton farm; Elmwood cemetery not far
to the left. Rt 43 15 visihle in the background. T don™t know whio built the house but it was
probably a relative. Early 19007,

9f Phenie and Barbara Lerch (in the wagon) on the sidewalk in front of Deliraaf™s residence
1948, The houses across the street belonged to Ewigs (right ) and Syivester and Clara (Middieton)
Hermance {left). The schoofvard is behind their properties.

9g. View across Rt 150 of Kenncth VanValkengerg's (right) and Eddie and Phenic Lerch's (left)
residences, 1949, Except for the Barnes residence these were the last houses on the southern edge
of the village,

Sh. Phenie Lerch residence, 1958, The porch had been removed and the house updated with
asbestos siding. It was no longer the last house in the village. Cathenine Lereh built 2 home nest

door in [958
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Comments on Photos

10. Howard Lerch in baseball uniform Handing in his parents’ yard looking south along Rt 150 in West
Sand Lake, ca. [930 The present Barnes residence and Elrmarond Cemetery are visible in the backporound.

VL. Howard Lerch with deer. 1939 in the schoolyard behind the howses on the west side of 150 south

12. Frank and Dorothy Wolfe and their daughter Judy in front of the entrance to WSL Elementary Schoal,
mid 19407,

13. Lerch sawmill on the west side of Rt 150 heading south ou of the village on the present elementary
school plaveround Early 194075
I3a b, c d Howard and Eddie Lerch collecting logs. 1 don's recogmze the location.
13 e f Howard (left) and Eddie {right) Lerch working at their sawmill. Ry 150 ind the presen:
Ray and Jane Barnes residence dre visihle,

4. Howard Lerch in front of his parents” home on Bt 150 loaking north toward the four cormers. The
house on the far right is Bethman's, 1943

I3, Howard Lerch in front of his pareats’ house on Rt 150 looking north toward the four cormers. The
bouse on the far right is Detraaf™s (fumeral director), 1943

16, Howard Lerch (right} and Frank Wolfe (left) in the far reaches of the WSL elementary schoaol vard.
The north end of the school (main entrance) and the hosses of the village are visible in the background.
1943,

Ta, b. WWII honor roll, second election district, Town of Sand Lake

parent’s house on 150 10 his property. Howard made a living delivering coal, oil and botrled gas 1o hornes
mthe area. As his business grew he hired his cousin Raymond Barnes. Ray took over the business when
Howard died from a sudden illpess in 1954. Ray ran the business fram his home on Rt 150 next to the
former location of the sawmill. These pictures show Howard and Ray at the sawmill on Sprincer Road 1
remember big stacks of lumber drying in the field next to our howse,

18a. Howard (right) and Ray (left).

18b. Howard (left) and Ray (right)

18¢. Ray (left) and Howard (righ)

19. Class of 1936 Unfortunately the only ane [ can identify is my father Hloward Lerch, 3™ from the left.
second row from the bottom. Some of the names in the raduation program are familiar but I cannot mazch




ra -,

Comments on Photos

| thought West Sand Lake was a wonderful place to grow up. We lived right next to the school vard with
s swings, shides, “teeter-totters™, sand box and “monkey bars™ and the pond in back for catching
pollywogs in summer and skating in winter, | walked to clementary school and came home for lunch cach
day. There were plenty of children to play with and 1 had scres and acree of woods and felds to wander.
Almeost half the people on my street were relatives. | visited Elmwood Cemetery often with my
grandmaother for many of our people were buried there. [ joined the Browine Scouts and the 4-H and
attended the Methodist church just down the street, becoming more active as | grew older, until T married in
1967 and moved to Now Jersey.

20 Mrs. Slocum’s first grade class, West Sand Lake Elementary School, spring 1954, This photo was
taken on the playground facing the Hermance and Evwig hack vards. T only wish | had labeled it when 1
could still remember all the faces. Some of them are familiar but o aame comes to mind.  Others do ot
even look familiar?

Fromt row scated left to right” Robert Ketchum (maybe) ¥, 7, 7, Frank Hager, 7, Robert Quillinan, Paul
VanValkenberg, 7, Robert Nible, Kim Carpenter.

Front row standing left to right: Jackic Watts {maybe), Susan Coler {sp?), Pamela Murdock, Maria
Heggen, 7, Dorothy Swan, Barbara Lerch, Linda Droste, Mary Jane Niemiec, Shiron Shoemaker

Back row standing: Besty Pulenskey (maybe), Charlene Blackburn, Betsy Licheck (sp7), Sharon Miller,
Mrs. Slocum, T, Ruth Wilke (maybe), 7, probably Nancy Spence, 7.

Z]. 'West Sand Lake Elementary School playground 1958, VanValkenburg's and Lerch’s backvards in
back. Left to nght: Jedy Lerch, Debbie Ramella, Barbara Lerch, Jean Ansonia. Karen Ramella, and Beth
Ansonia m front.

22. Catherine Lerch’s residence (daughters Barbara and Judv)  Afler Howard died in 1954 Catherine sold
the property on Springer Road and built a house betwesn Phenie Lerch’s and Ray and Jane Barnes'
property on Bt 150 at the southern edge of the village. She enlarped and made improvements to it over the
years undl sellimg il and moving to Locke Bd in 196035, Catherine, known as “Kay™, was school tax
collector for a few years in the late 507s, early 60°s and when taxes were due had a small white sign with
black letters that she hung out front by the dnveway that said “School Tax Collector™. People would stop
by with their money. She also collected at specific fimes in various locations around the school district,
accompanied by a state trooper after the tax eollector in Troy had been robbed. | remember helping to seal
all the envelopes of the tax bills she pat in the mail and putting up fiyers announcing the times and
locations she would be available. She kept a safe in the closet and the troopers would drive her to the hank
Cathering, af the age of 91, 15 now Hving near me in Keene, MH.

22a. This picture is labeled Barbara and Tudy but actually 1 took the picture and the children are

Judy and Jean Ansonia, our cousin who Hved next door in half of Phenie Lerch’s house. This is

what the house looked like when it was first built. There 15 2 garage attached with a breeseway

not visible in the photo.

Z2b. house in 1961

22c. house in 1962 from Phenic Lerch's yard. Bames” residence and Rt 150 visible in
hackground

23, Mrs. Rebinson's Brownie Scout Troop of West Sand Lake  Meetings were held weekly in Mrs
Robingem’s home on Rt 43 a few houses past the fire station.  This picture was taken in the Methodist
church hall in November 1955 following some sort of ceremony. Unforiunately there are a few faces 1
cannot name, but | hive sent the picture to one of the people n the photo with hopes she can identify the
cnes §ean't 1 will les vou know if T et more information.

Left to nght: ?, Patricia Bashford, Gertrude Cook, Funice Rescott, 7, Susan Service (probably), Annz
HofTay, Sharon Miller, Barbara Lerch, Jane Robinson, Nancy Spence, Daorathy Halligan, Susan Colter {(sp™)
Jill Morelock, Jovee Hitchoock, Sharon Shoemaker, Linda Droste, Pamela Murdock, Marion Bort
(probably), Cheryi Turner, 7,

!




Class of 1936
Top Row

Evelyn Culver

John Shafer

Edna di Domenica
Charles KowsKyY

Iona Mosker Ceondd ot im

HEow two

Mary Butler
Oakley Bink
Helene Shafer
Fred 0Orr

Helen Rogers
Barnev Motilage
Margaret McHary
Dorothy Brovn

Eow Three

Laddie Milkiewie=z
Shirley Jasper
Howard Lerch
Albertine Brown
George Karl
Frances Stamis
Mildred Gardner
Grace Foster
Elizabeth Griffin

Bow Four

Gertrude Vines
Frances Krause
Dorie Gardner
I=sabel Sowalski
Alma Bobertson
Mary Helen Bethman
Stanley Motilage
Helen Milkiewie=z
John Capelle
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I hope some of this will be ysef; ul. Itried to organize the materjal for you from oldest 1o
newest - essentially three or four generations. [ put stickers with numbers on the backs
of the photos and written comments for each on a separate sheet. [f there are any
questions feel free to call me at 603-363-8280. [am usually home,

It might be helpful to Zive You a basic tamily tree (including onlv the people in the
photos) 50 you can see how these people arc related.

John (1371-1964) and Maggic (1871-1933) Middieton: John came from England in
1890 and spent his life farming. Magpie Mixter's roots go back several generations in
the Town of Sand Lake. Their children ane:
Clara (13931986} married Elmer Barnes, a farmer Their son was Raymond
Barnes, oil dealer, retired and living in WSL, She later married Sylvester
Hermance, custodian ar WSL school.

vicinity.

Josephine (“Phenic™) (1897-1967) married Edward Lerch (1893-1954). He dig
some farming and various other jobs. Their only son was Howard Lerch (1978-
1954}, fuel dealer in West Sand Lake.

Howard married Catherine Donahue (1915}, Their daughters were Judy
{1951) and me, Barbara (1947,

Emmor (1902-19567)

Alfred Middleton {1892-1959) was John Middietons’s nephew. He married
Ethel Sheer.

Omn the next page 15 a quick sketch of where C¥ervone on my strect lived in the 50°s and
60’s to help you visualize where the pictures were taken,

Barbara (Lerch) Tourgee
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