PRESENTATION OF JUDY ROWE TO SLHS ON 1/10/95% - "GEQRGE WASHINGTON'S SECRET

I guess I grew up in the best of two worlds because we haéRﬁge 0ld values
and ... eeann “veare. . We Were coming into the modern world. In the back &7

Of my house was a brook called the Dayfoot Brook. And, of course, I was
curious; I always had to know who? What? Where? When? And why? My
grandfather proceeded to tell me the story of the Dafoe Brothers. How
they had walked down the brook, which had been called the Dafoe Brook.
After they left our area and became Loyalist Rangers during the
Revolution and fought at the Battle of Bennington, it became the Davfoot
Brook. He proceeded to tell me their story. While I was in Canada
regearching, I always had to go into book shops. You are geing to find a
number of bocks by Mary Beacock Fryer, that are available through the
Upper Hudson Federation. This one I happen to own, and you <an borrow
it. It is interesting because vou are going to find Loyalists in here
whose descendents are in the DAR, egpecially the Lansing brothers from
Lansingburgh. I am going to give you a shortened version tonight., if vou
don't mind. I am going to tell you about Loyalists in Rensselaer County
and some of the things they did.

This, referring to her map of New York, is a pie~shaped wedge between the &
New England States. The whiite was our settlement; everything else was
either forest or belonged to the British. The British felt that if they
could win New York they could win the Revolution. NewYork had the

largest perecentage of Loyalists of any state. The western valley was
held by the Johnson Family and the people loyal to them. The upper part,
the English held, and there is this 1little bitty part down here in the
Hudson Valley - this was rather remote -~ that they felt they had to worry
about. Then Benedict Arnold came along with the wonderful idea of
capturing Fort Ticonderoga. That gave us a little more up here.

They decided one of the very best ways of dividing New York State was a
very concentrated level of spying, which they did. Their spies came up
and down the Hudson River. They went to a point here on Lake Champlain, ..
Point Royale was one of them - there was a blockhouse up there - a -
replica of the one they had. I don't know if it is still there. This
blockhouse sent all of the orders for the spies for the Vermont area, the
Massachusetts area, and New York State. Most of them traveled through
this area, and Rensselaer County had a lot of them. In fact, T just
wonder how we won. The British Secret Service, the British spiles, were
the best spies in the worlid, from the time of Queen Elizabeth; this is
what the Americans were up against. They had a spy service in place
before the Revolution. If you stop to think about the Revolution - we
were not winning it - we were losing it. Then Nathan Hale was hanged,

and the uproar over his hanging through the ranks of George Washington's
officers forced him to have a secret service - George Washington's Secret
Army. He had spies, and he had counter spies. If you read The Spy by &5
James Fennimore Cooper, this was actually the 1ife of Cosby, who was one
of George Washington's super spies. He was with the British - joined the
British, who thought he was theirs, but he was actually Washinton's spy.
These agents went up and down the Hudson Valley. They agreed to throw
away all the papers so that no one would ever know that these people were
spies because that was a very low calling in those days. GW never burned
his. 1In Albany there was a mayor, in whose home was a packet of papers
from his uncle. He decided to burn them, but a maid pulled them out of
the fire; they were Culfpepgper, Jr.'s papers, 50 that is how we know who




Culpbpder was, and you can read more about this in The Secret History of
the American Revolution, by Carl Van Doren, George Washington's Spies on
Long Igland, by Morton Pennypacker, from Some Veterans of the American
Revolution, by John Bowman, Muster and Pay Rolls of the Revolution, from
the KNew York Historical Socliety. They have a lot down there.

Rensselaer County was right in the middle of this. One morning Governor
opened his door, and he had hanged Robert Tayler from the Claverack and
Kinderhook area because he had blundered into his camp, when he was
having breakfast, The man sat down, and was talking to him about the
meeting, when all of a sudden he realized he had blundered into the New
York Governors's home. He was a British spy:; Clinton had his second
British spy. He was tried and was taken to Gallows Hill, which is near
the 0l1ld education building in Albany, and he was hanged. so we begin to
find different men appearing and disappearing in Rensselaer County. For
awhile, they would come in and be there, and then they would disappear.
Sliowly, the Committee of Safely began to realize that these people were
coming in and out of Renss. County, and they were going north and they
were going sou and they were British agents.

There wds a Dr. Smythe, and he was called "Hudibras." He set up safe £ S
houses #from Claverack to Fort Edward. One of the houses he set up was a
house owned by Benjamin Grisham in Lansingburgh. The house still stands
today; this was a safe house for the British agents. Lansingburgh was
called New City at that time. Stonearabia and New City. There is
another Stonearabia in the western part of the state. When New City was
formed by the Lansings they took that name. Lansingburgh was a city of
both Patriots and Loyvalists. During the day, the Patriots held rein.

At night, no one could get out of Lansingburgh. The Loyalists ringed
Lansingburgh at night. You had to consider that the Town of Brunswick
had a lot of Palatine Germans there. So did we here in Sand Lake.

George Henry Cipperley made guns for the rebels, and every night the
Lovalists tried to capture the guns. He actually had to hide his tools
hecause the Lovalists were actually active in Sand Lake. Sand Lake was
not very big; we had West Sand Lake. But they were German Lutherans, and
they were loyal to the Crown, just as a lot of the Palatine Germans wvere
pecause the King had brought them over here to the Colonies. You go to
Brunswick, and vou find Adam Beame, and there is still a discussion as to
whether he was a Lovalist or whether he was just duped into taking the
sples out of the area..You go intc the area where I am from -~ Petersburg
- and you had the Dafoes - five brothers and some of their sons that
walked out of +this area and joined the British. You had the Bonesteels,
who were Tories. You had one man in this town, whose name I promised not
to tell; one son was a Tory. He was killed at the Battle of Bennington.
When asked if he wanted his son to be put on a cart and brought back to
the valley to be buried, he locked at the three sons beside him, and

said, "These are my sons. I have no other son." And in the family Bible
there is a little siit in it where that child's birth is actually cut
out. Feelings ran very, very high in the area. Going back to Dr.

Smythe: he set all these houses up in the area. He went into Albany and
Cohoes. He stayed for awhile in Fort Edward and 1n Lans;tgburgh. Iy

When you get into the genealogies of Rensselaer Coanty,-you find some
very odd things. You find that all of a sudden Germans are popping up in
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families, and the German families went to Bennington, went to Saratoga,
and actually picked out sons. and your're finding in Bibles twenty-three
and twenty-four old sons. Hessian soldiers were marched from Bennington
down Pownal R4, to Boston, and not too many of them made it to the ships
hecause they were taken to Rensselaer County, and many, many people
gained family members. These people were very loyal, and there is not
one proven instance of these people spying for the British. .

They had a peculiar way of identifying each other and signaling each =
other; there would be so many <andles in the windows at a certain Time;
there would be so many black petticoats on the line; so many bars would
be down on fences: so many cattle would be there; and Justice Sh.o.....
sent out a directive to the blockhouse that they were to find a large
flat stone or a hollow tree where they could leave messages. Many of the
women - their husbands were rebels - their fathers, Loyalists. There
vere several families in Rensselaer County with those living under the
Same roof with divided loyalties. ©One of the Knickerbockers wasg a
Loyalist, and the rest of the family was very loyal to the Patriotic
cause. He wasn't that much a rebel, but he believed in the King. & 2 &

As the war progressed, Washington was getting better information. His =
Spy service was formed. The British were going up and down the valley.
Another route was 9 and 20. Another was the 014 King's Highway through
the Pine Bush. You can bharely see it today. . The main part of all of
this was Troy, Cohoes, and Lansingburgh because we were at the mouth of
the Mohawk River, the spies froém down river wounld come here to get their
orders. The spies would then take their information to the blockhouse in
Canada. The spikes from the Mohawk Valley would come into Albany or theyj
would come into the Cohoes area. If they could get across the river,

they would come to Langingburgh. We had our own George Washington spy
service. It didn't work very well in this area because people didn't

work at it. The British were highly organized, and we weren't. The
British spy service held rein in this area, and the Loyalists held rein

in the county at night. They were here in Sand Lake. They were in
Brunswick. They were in Lansingburgh, and they were all Loyalists. And
you don't read about it in history books. When you get these papers fro
Canada, and you start reading the names, you begin to realize we had a
very, very hard time of it, and it's a wonder we won the Revolution. BRut
once they had won the Battle of Bennington, you had the Dafoe Brothers
leading the British to Bennington the easiest way. It was neighbor
against neighbor for one of the first times. If you went inkto
Massachusetts, it was usuwally the British against the rebels, but here we
were fighting neighbor against neighbor, because they had the Loyval
Rangers, the Queen's Rangers. These were all Loyalists regiments.

If you would 1ike a list of the books, it is interesting reading. Mrs.
Rowe terminated her presentation, and said that she would like to give
her complete program on the subject at another time.
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Notes from Judy Rowe:

Dafoe Family ~- Abraham - Conrad - John Jr. and Senior - Petershurgh
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