&, Chareoal today brings to mind chiarcoal broiled steaks, - .

B.. Qr,pezhaps, 'Sfé-ﬁ"'i'e."'séen-a .deméﬁét‘rati@n of a bldeSrﬂiEhhea{;mghzq;}"Onredhotln S

a charmal fire fanned to a glawmg brightness by %mge beliawé |

. c; 133 yon re hke my ymm.g ne1ghbor, who only knew charcaal briéuets jrou rmghr exr:}alm

as you 10£Jked at the real thmg*.. That looks just hke WQQd;!I ; B

_' o, i“fawﬁqﬁi_f_i:_}?gs and :br.aﬁ-ghe'Sf of \aoodtum black thro"ﬁzfght.-é-ﬁd} thmughm two 'WEE}(S';. and

ihen when tised fox fuel, produce one of the hortest nd miost Smoké-free fires known

| .E ) ._ We“’il} aﬂsw er tﬁ'n e stion for yeu during today's pr{agram, -' Charc:malﬁummg on
L Tﬁh@m“ Mo‘mmm | Thebepimres were taken 3‘? various '--s;éééa:ﬁ.s'f at George: Dobert's
charsatpits. .

S T R
- fromy growing up bn'the last charcoal+burning familyin Taborton.

Lo Pzreyuaacolher, Gecrge? "No, I'm a Dobert, " he W{}ulﬁlpmbablffﬁimp ‘George was

" both because a collier was the name given to the master charcoal burne

wooés ﬁurmg the Wmmr when the ground was hard aﬁd covered with snow, During the
- momhsof 3I_;§4=a'.y' i’:ﬁ"{.).eitc}.ber_,--ch-a..rc:oai pits would be burned :'aig'd.-_f;h:é: f;;_g@d-' hauled to the
- Pit.jéffé--' “Tn the waed S, birds, Slﬂglﬂg Songs, aré'_éé.ﬁist_amz:_"Cé.ii"-i.;;ﬁén;idﬁ_s;_'
2.0 A 'Le':".’éi':'?iﬂ:‘?' of 18-11@“%38 selecred and cleared for the coai bozmm '.'_’éach' nme & pit was
started, the éh"aiégaz dust and dirt was shoveled back to the bale gr ound and arranged
i aurc]e at 'Kh-e edge of the pit which could be 2.'4--fe.é't_.t:¢ﬁ:' 30Ieet -'i:ﬁl digmeter., Most

of the time we think-of a pit as a hole in the ground-;-'
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A charcoal pit is built above the ground and if you were standing on mpof it, you could
.séy f0£ a fact that the wood is buried inside that pit. The small building you see1sn 't
importa'ﬁt' n’&w, hut when the pit is burning, it is headquarters for the cellier and his
helper who need to be cio_ée by to keep the fire controlled .I
In preparation for setting the pit,. attention is paid to placing woéd in the right order.
Smaller branches, 1 1/2 10 4';‘ ai;éund, called limb X{um_jd are laid lengthwise over the
mound of dirt -at. f.&e'e(ﬁge of the coal bottom to a height of about two feet,
:rhe lith wood then ‘supports the larger logs which have been cut into 4 foot lengths and
stood on end.
Load after load of wood is place on either side until the .b'otts'in ig fuil exceﬁt for the

narrow roadway for the horse and wood shod sled to drive through. Nine to-ten - cords

. of wood are needed foy a pit with a 24 foot bottom,
 The time has come to set the pit. Four stakes are sharpened and driven into the ground
. 'Ieasv'mg"z_in' eight inch o:p-e.ﬁi’:&g’ at the center of the coal .bot.t.o.m.. N

They form t-h'e'-pit‘s'éhi'm=ney- Wood is now taken from the '--;i-:ride{s.: and plécied- around the

chimmey. Care is taken o place each piece at the proper angle, ﬁ.ro.und.énd__a;rouﬂd
the wood is placed until a five foot clrcle is reached.
Then the second tier is started by an extension of the chimney, which is a bundle of |

limb wood, four feet long.

_Again, piece after piece is stacked from

‘the chimney outward; maintaining a solid packed firmmess so there would be no twisting

of the pit,

The first and second tiers are completed together to the edge of the coal bottom,

Mexe, these tiers ave covered with Himb wood., Then, -_th-e. cap oy head of the pit is rounded
off with shorter pieces of limb wood, taking care to leave th-é.“hole in the middle for the

chimney. Here's the collier's masterpiece before it is covered up,



14 A laver of hay or leaves, 6-8" thick, is sdded

153. 'and then the circie

16. of dirt is shoveled on as the final covering.

17, It takes about two days to.set a pit.

18. Now the pit is ready to be fired.

19. Wood chips, dry leaves and fine charcoal are dropped down the chimney and .

20, As .it gets started, more small wood or pieces of incompletely charred wood, called
"bféai;s, are added. When the fi;;e is well started, heavier wood is added,

21. The chimney is covere{i angi

22, foot holes are poked in the bottom against the ground to draw the fire down. During
the first couple of days, the pit is examined every 2-3 hours to be sure it.is tight,
which means the only.air that is allowed in the beginning is th‘rbﬁ'gﬁ the footholes,
Yc}ﬁ can seg the wisp of smoke coming out of the foothole. Careful control of the
draft insures a slow burn which causes the wood 1o char 'in.stead- of igniting into a
flaming fire. Aftef two to three days, the footholes are closed and new vent holes
are made 2-3 feet from the top and thereafrer down the sides as the pit is Settled,
This dyaws the fire to the outside so all the wood chars,

23. Throughout the two week period, the pit must be fed by putting-;)ié'céés-af wood into
the chimuney two ot three times a day. Depending on the weather, the pit must be '.
checked every 3 or 6 hours.

24. Any soft spots, where the wood has shrunk or seutled, mﬁ:st' bestamped from the
firm area inward. Then the spot is carefully dug out, new wood added and covered

again to maintain an airtight pit., This was called, "settling the pit.”
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The vents must be opened or closed as necessary to maintain s "dedad fire " in which

the wood would be changed to a charred state, A "live fire” spetled disaster with |

only g pile of 35_.he_s-to show for all the previous hard work. Other énemie-s-.of g good
burn would be the wind 01.‘..rain.

At the #nd of a successgful .bur-n,..-.a small section at a time is 'il_"ﬁ.cﬂ;over-ed and there's the
charcoal, wood from which the m;{)_imure and coal tér’ has been removed ready to be
raked out. . _T.hi;s.-i-s known as keeling the pit,

It'is necessary ﬁ':i. have water or d:rt nearby for fire lasts a long time in charcoal and
must be put out immediately when the air hits it. ﬁsweli, Zt.ilzg -..eipéss.edtgre.g mu st be’
covered up again 'w.i.th dirt to keep the rest of the pit -air'—tﬂi.g'.hf ;' A good réiﬁ att}ns :
point can be a definite help. o |
Hauling or yaking out of the charcoal is continued for t_lﬁer Wﬁ.c.;}'_e..: plt | : L

Brans, theunchar red pieces, are laid aside fm]fﬁ%de}%%xt '.p'i't'. T .

Bagging the t:ha:r-c:o‘ai can be done right at

the pit site.

Witl‘z'-aﬁiii the charcoal bagged, all that's left of the pit are the spots where the fgur
cenler posts Wer_e- staked. ..
The bags are now ready to be waded and stored until they are ﬁ-eéde’d_ for ﬁéﬁ’?éﬁ%' At ._ )
the turn of the century, & bushel of charceal was 10¢; now it is $4 .'OTG'.. :

In the mid 1800's, charcoal was in demand for the glass -factoﬁfi‘é's':,_'- -étée‘l‘ -'fn-i'-?{lis,'"'stfc;ve

foundaries and in making guns for the Civil War, Hotel-s',_-I.au_rid:f'y',-".t"in},.}.i-ﬁg'-énd'piiz’mbing -

shops wsed it. Families bought charcoal to start wood fires and'sdm-eh.ééd. it as their
toral fuel, A consistent use for charcoal has been as a purifier.. -Ndw,'_'_téchf;.ta'lo_gy

and new forms of fuel have made this so-called Black Arte an almost extinct art,

5, We hope that for you, charcoal will always look like wood.,



