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Obituary Netice
Reverend Nicholas Van Alstine

Journal and Courier - 11/6/1900
DPeath of Rev. Dr. Nicholas Van Alstine

The death of this venerable clergyman occurred at 5 o'clock Saturday afternioon at the home of
his son, 5. M. Van Alstine, of John Sireet. Heart trouble of which he had suffered at intervals for five
years or more, was the cause. He was very ill all day Saturday, much of the time unconscious, having
sutfered an unusually severe attack that morning,

Deceased was born in the town of Sharon, Schoharie county, March 21, 1814, thus being in his
87th year. Ordained a minister of the Lutheran church in 1836, he continued in active service for
sixty - three years, retiring from his pulpit in Raymertown, Rensselaer county, a year ago last month.

About 1840 Dr. Van Alstine became pastor of the Lutheran church of Minden, Montgomery
county, going thence, after ten years of service to Sand Lake, Rensselaer county, where he spent ten
years. Again, called to the church in Minden he continued as pastor there for ten years, making
twenty tn all. From 1870 to 1899, a term of twenty ~ nine years, he was pastor of the church at
Raymertown.

The degree of doctor of divinity was conferred upon him in 1887 by Wittenberg college. Always
a liberal contributor in aiding good works, he gave generously to Hartwick Seminary in which his
theological studies were conducted. Upon retiring from the ministry a year ago he gave his library of
400 volumes, together with a check for $1,000 to this institution, of which he had served as trustee
some thirty years or more.

Dr. Van Alstine was one to command respect, as clergyman and citizen Possessed of a fine
constitution, his presence showed vigor and energy, and his countenance and manner were always
kindly. A marked characteristic was his will power and tenacity of conviction. He was always an
earnest temperance advocate. Durning the Anti - Slavery agitation he was an Abolitionist counted
among the staunch friends of the black man. His home at Sand Lake during the fifties was one of the
stations of the so - called "underground railroad”, along which fugitive slaves escaped to Canada.

He was the oldest member of the Franckean Synod of the Lutheran church, and was for many
vears president of the synod. His long active life, filled with hard, earnest work in the cause of
humanity, forms an interesting biography. He was the last survivor of a family of eight. His wife
passed away nineteen years ago, and a daughter two years ago, for death occurring also on November
3. Two sons, Charles O, and Sanders M. Van Alstine, survive. The funeral will be held Wednesday.
There will be prayer by Rev. Dr. Richardson at the home on John street at 10:30 and funeral sermon
i the church at Minden at | p.m. The service will be by Rev. G.E. Harsh, of St. Johnsville, president
of the synod; other members of the synod will be present and assist in the services. Three clergymen
of this city, Rev Dr. Richardson, Rev T.T. Rowe, and Rev C.E.S. Rassay will act as bearers, five
being selected from the ministers present. Interment at Minden.
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