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Desr Yr. Bchievink:

~ ingus Crites IT took the liberty of forwarding to me a copy of ysur
letter to Dert of July 20, 1975. He dld this because Bert was a very
dear friend to me, my hushand and children and, indeed, I om vresently
doing resezrch for 2 book that I plan to write abont him, Ia fast, T
have tape recorded intorviews with many of Jerits friends over the
year and have a couple of {ape recovdings of him, one dons only a2 weok
before his desth, at his reguest. I sromised him before he died that I
would write this book and it is 2 prowise I must keer because he was o
special pergon Lo re, o wrlque and marvelous human being., I spent every
evening with him eucept for one during the last two weeks of his 1ifs snd
he very much wantzd fo scoe somecone from his homeland at that time,

fne of the gaps in ny knewledge of Bert was regarding his family.
He did tell me once that he was "the BDlaclk sheep of the family,” but
1itile else, Any information that you could give me aboud your relationghiv
to him, about his early years, hie childhood, his fawily, why he felt he
was “the black shees,” what he was like ab {hat time of his 14fs, would be
most gretelfully recoived.

Bert drew poople to binm like a magnet draws ehtesl £iling

I o8, Many
people of 2ll ages and frowm all walkes of 1ife trekiced throush the duncs

to see him and share his wizdom. Perhaps in this complex age in which we
ilve it was hig oimplicity that drew them. Certainly he had keen intellie
gence, a rsady wilt and fnsight into why sodlisty i the way it is. Tov people
that I have interviewed can pinpoint why he wag Luportent to them, but only
that they did value him 2s they value few other peorle in their lives, T
am encloging a 1ist of questions that I have eent to many peorle I havs
written Lo about Bert, Through an overview of ALL the resonges T hore 4o
achieve an accurate pleture of him, If you can snd are willing to suprly
the answers to any of the questions I have posed I am sure thet my porbrayal
of him will be more multi-dimensionsl, more frve.  And for that I would be
evergo grateful, Less then the truth would be totelly uvnaccepteble to Bert.
If in retuyn I can ongwey any auesbions you may have about kin, T would be
more than willing to do sgo.

In case you have ever seen 1%, the book I project about Bert would be
along the lines of the format of the Sierra Glub book, ON THE L00ST, a
book of photographe and vignettes of his life, his philesophy, his marvelous
sense of humor, his astute intelligence, along with bis enviable shmplicity
in a very complex world, T onvision it as a positive bwok, one that will
make the reader feel richer for having glinpsed this fine Muinen being upon
cloging the book. I hope fop 1t to be g bteibvie to Pert, but true to his
reality, I wantit to porirey hig hwisr as well ae his vathos, his simplicity
ag well as hig couplexity. his huailily as well as his arrogance. 1f you
could supply photographs from his eaxly years I would be glad to reimburse
you for their reproduction. In case you are interssted, I own an avtist’s
reproduction of a slkotch of the shack in which he lived for the lLast 3% years
of his life. I bellove it will one day be on the market for all to buy. I
sagerly antlcipate o reply to this letier. Thask you for your cooperation.

' C Very truly yours,



