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Kathy Jones Interview (10/14/75)

"I met Bert in the later 1960°'s. Cérfainly it’Wés éfter‘1961.
Because my crusading effért to "save” the dﬁéeé was almost
"began with the establishment of the Sierra Club Unit in S.L.C.
County.r_That unit wasrcalled the SantarLuqia Groupfof another
Sierra Club chapter. Since that time it has become a full-

fledged Sierra Club Chapter. .Thét was formed on Nov. 9, 12§;&

JUR—-

Very soon after our formation it came to our attention that
Pé&ﬁ was trying to buy a'parqel of a little over ilbo acres
in the dunes about 4 or 5 miles south of where Bertllived.
In the course of this conservation crusade -- at that time
I lived in Paso Robles and 1 was married'to Duncéﬁ Jackson;
(and we were bringing up our children)
a rancher there -- but I was very taken with, interested in
the dunes. I fell in love with the dones -- and that's a
- story in ifself. One 6f my daﬁgﬁﬁérs tookfme there as a
birthday p?esent. . .and it rang a bell. I remembered in
m&rchildhéod when my father in Santa Barbara had -got us
camping. Having come to- love the dunes I wanted to explore
them and I keﬁt exploring them -- did é gréét deal of hiking

alone -- for years. And hiked with others and led outings.
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\3 One day I ran into Bert. _Actually, the way it‘happene§ was
éa phofographer frém southern Californ;a with his wife, old
' Sierra Club friends of miné} visitea me and wah%ed to go out
into the dunes in the wintertime .kwhen the shadows were long
earlier in the afternoon. Wé wént’qﬁt and up into the high
dunes near Bert's place, but didn't know that it was there.
From where we stood on the highest dunes ét the time when
bthe shadows were long we could hear the birds -- lots of
birdg -- their evensong —-'énd we realized it was not com-
ing from Arroya Grande Creek which was on our right.
We weré facing the:opean, but that it was in a place‘where
we could see a glitter of watér, straight ahead, so I said,
"Why, ?ﬁere is4é little poﬁdvhidden in the dunes»which«1°ve
never seen before. Let's go down." So we ran down the dunes
and made 6u? way to a little pond -- which is not téo unusual
because there are unnamed ponds in the dunes. S?re”enough.
Thg ﬁi?ds were}filled»with song.' Their evening talk. So
we circled around this marshy little pond énd I said; "Let's -

cut through these willows -- you can never get lost in the
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’ dunes.” So wg circled she-pend around and I rather lost my
sense of direction, but parting the willows, I found myself
on the edge of alclearing and ihere was a little shack.
It was S0 late_afternpon it was really dusk._ Bﬁere was a
faint 1ight'00ming-out of the little shack. I said to the
photpgrapher,_“Ffed; you go and see who's there.” He said,
"No, you, because you'reiconnected‘With the dunes." I saiag,
"Helen, how would you likeitohdo,it?f Anyway, we arguéd.
It resulted in my making the move and calling out ahd saying
;Hellooo, Hello there. Hello,"and-nothing_happened and
suddenly the door of the shack #is flung back against the
- was flung open - ~~aagr¢at figure came qﬁt and puﬁ,his
arms on both sides of the little posts that held up the
poréh-gadﬂshelteraﬁdvI‘waéyfeminded of Samspn holding up
the portals of the temple. I can see the picture in our o
Bible Story Book aéail can‘also seeﬂﬂ#rhim'there TOWERING
because he was over six feet. And he said, "Well, hello
there. Come.in. Ié's_dark,‘AYqu must‘be éold. Come in and

have some coffee.” Just like that (chuckle). That this was

“my introduction to Bert.
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So the three of us went in and he made some coffee for us with
what became

hot water and talkéd awhile, sb it was the beginning of/a
long, very pleasant, but quite casual friehdship. - Surely
not an intimate friendship, although wé héd MANY gooa talks.:
Particﬁlarly on philosophical subjects. I had philosophy

in gollege and I was impressed wifh the fact fhat he haé
read all the phi;osophers whose names I knew. .He was also
interested in conéempofary phiiosoPhy - William James, and
so forth. He said that he had-giveh up philosophy and had
turned,his'aftention t6>astrology. (Did he talk ﬁo you much
abouf,Buddhism?) I wouldn't say he talked MUCH about it. No.
His'hospitaiity on that first occasioﬁIWasrtypical 6f his

friendliness on ALL occasions. Now, I have led somany trlps,‘

small groups of —
into the dunes of/épeclal people -- botanlsts, geologlsts,

P - s

and the publlc that I have lost track. Now I could go back

to my dairies and find out exactly how‘mahy, but it would

amount to several thousand people over the past ten to twelve
years. One of the things that I enjoyed doing was sometimes
to lead a group out into the state partk-owned dunes where

vehicles are forbidden, ffr the purpose of giving people the
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privilege of meeting someone who wanted to live alone.
Bert and I had a good understanding about this. He said,
you can bring
"Don't bring everybody in at once, but if I-ean-meet them
in small groups I don't mind meeting them.” And he said,
»If I suddenly have had enough, then I'll just say don't
bring anymore in and you'll understand I don't feel like
meeting anymore people that particular day."” I followed
this implicitly and usually, practically always when I
went I took some little offering when I went. Fresh fruit,
in particular. Because I knew he LIKED it and because I
imagined he lived on a limited income. He once told me
that his income was $40 a month and that he earned that
from taking care of a coﬁtagé.ih‘fhe Océahé beaéh comﬁunity
area.- -And that he was able to live completely on that.
(36 you‘méq him in hisxownhabifaﬁ, so to Speak,_his own.
territory.) Yes. And i NEVER found hi?iut of sorts.
(It seems tovme yoﬁ once tolq him you‘ioVed wildfloWers and

delighted in learning their botanical names . o 3)

It was , my great Sierra Club friend, that said

that actually. I've repeated that many times when I've been
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out with people.on wildflower wglks, %nd Bert agreed with
that. I know nothing about his ‘childhood, his family. I
would like to have heard about that.r I know he was ?gztive

of the Freisan Islands. I don't know about hisg educational

or religious background. I have never heard him IMPLY he
miéht have had a child. It is the kind of thing we might '
have joked about. He spoke of a woman cousin frdm-the!northl.
Does that mean Oregon?. (I think it means Canada). Hé sent
her money so that she cou1d:come down and visit him and she
came.and he was 50 disappointed because she stayed such a
short tiﬁe. (She didn't know how he came to Oceanb) I

have a theory‘because\of his dislike for airplanes overhead,

I had a theor§ that maybe he had beén'shocked dﬁring world

war II begause of course it was right after WW II that he

came to the dunes. In my imagination I just tied it}in with

a possib}g war experience. He told me, "I tried the mountains,
and, no, it wasn't my country, but the duhes yere.” (WFhat

do you kndw abt his life invfhezdunes?)__bﬁly that he knew

the last of the dunites. He knew Fr;nchie,bof the FACE OF

THE CLAM. He had a happy-to-lucky relationship with most

of them. I think he had rcertain eritinicome +n malra ~Af 4la
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personality rather than the charapter of some of them whom
he knew. I don't think he ever mentioned unpleasant experzences
with anybne‘being dihhonegt with @im down there. I dqn‘t
know.- When it came to friendships, when the dunites were
gone, he :said, “Well, I have the little rabbits and I have
the birds; He said the rabbits will compete for my food,

and eventually, ng know,'ye gave.up growingvegetablés
because he said the.fabbits need them more-than I do.

(Can you offer ihsight into:his basic philosophyyrof life,
then?) -His basic philosophy of life is so simple that it's

a universal attitude of many'goodvpeople. _To 1ive aﬁd to

let live, and to enjoy hig pwn thoughtsvand pursuing his

own problems in astrology. (Can you account for his interest
in poliﬁics?) His interesf in polities? I don't remember
that he was.significantly interested in pplitics. (That's
something you didn'%ltouch on with»him,rtheg?) No.

(Can you offer any insight into his temperament?) Always
pleasént,and ready to joke and twinklé.  Thisvpicture of

him is the way I kxnew him. We had no oscasion to probe

and to delve and to discover his deeper self, or mine.
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There was no stress under which'we met. He was very pleased
that my avocation was conservation and preserving the dunes
which encompassed his way of life. He had nothing but
commendation for the kind of thing I was doing. And he was
relpful in that he made it interesting Fo some of the visitors.
(Do you know he came to be interested in astrology when his
interest in philosophy waned?) No. He never told me about
the transition. (What do you feel he valued most in life?)
His good fortune at findipg solitude andiha#ing security in
an income that made it possible for him to live a solitary
life. (Do you'feei that his fr&ends were important to him?)
Yes, I feel his friends were more important to him than we
‘acknowledged. He used to say, "I don't need people; I'm
better off without being among people,” but I noticed that

he was very friendly and reSpohded ih a welcominé way to

the straﬁgers_whém I brought to him. _I'li tell you one thing
I have of his. He did én‘astrologiéal chart for me that
exﬁended.ﬁhrough éeveral months and after experiencing a

few days of it, I deLided to fold it up and ne&er look at it

again. This isn't a good day, be careful. Well, my goodness,
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if I had to drive to Atascadero to see my mother, evex car

on the freeway. was a threat. No. This astrology ahead was
something to e Yery cérefui abouf dabbiing in. (Did he

lave hig shack and go off to visit friends often?) I wouldn't
say he did‘?t often, but he woﬁld do it. He went to éee »
Kim ﬁobertson -=.now age, middle seventies -- nearly died

of a sudden bursting of the aorta. Kim lived in a cottage
in Dr. Gerber's garden. Dr. Gerber took Kim to the emergeney
vard‘af Siefra;Vié£a:éﬂa'fhe¥e; tore?erydﬁé:s'utté# aéfoﬂisﬁ¥ 
ment, Kim recovered. Kim is now living in Patio Home Care,
at 222 So. Elm. K;m‘é'real name is Florence Robertéon;

Kim was named after Florence Nightengale in Dresden, Germany.
She ié one of those human bei?gs‘who is half female and half
male and has always had.veryvstrong male leanings. It's:
definitély\hot a'lesbién, but she gets along'well with men.
But being born a female and the male parts not turning up
until lafer. After puberty or during. . . Kim Went through
 life as a female and was a surgical'nurse. Kim is a very

friendly person -- easy to talk to - but now is bothered by

signs of senility and is very forgetful. You could go one
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But she will remember all kinds of things that happened a
long way back. Kim has a good accurate memory and doesn't
make ué fairy?ales.( (I?'s hard to tal#lfo her on thg‘phone),

Say that I sent ‘you. -We went on }many walks and I even intro-

= Wwﬂfwwww

duced Kim, at

R

the age of 70, to backpacking. Kim has led

SRR

a life of struggle for being much misunderétood. A lot of
ﬁalfway»male%vﬁemale charactérs hévé pried to latcﬁ onto hér.
A1l she wanted to do was live a simple, strihgtforward life.
 Act mgle when $he felt 1iké4it; she never felt like acting
female., She's an exceptionally honest person. (Do you
‘knowhanyﬁﬁingrabqut Berﬁ's»favorite pgstimes?) nHe went

to South Convalescent Center to see Kim. I've for-
gottep Who took him5 Maybe Harold;. No, I think Mrs.
Montgomery.did. She saw him week in and week out when he

cae in -- once g week - fo? groceries. To read and to lie
in the sun and to think. I do not know what he read. = —

I know that‘ohe'timé when Gaylord and 1 were there we gof%x%n_

on the subject of poetry and Bert went back to his library

-
and'picked out an 0ld volume of Robert Burns. Gaylord ; ’
flipped through it to a poem he felt was fun that had a

e I
Y
s g
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twinkle in it and read it aloud and we all had a good laugh ™

b
L

}about it. He was making fun of making love to girls tha?MMM#”

ot e 4 i e SRR
e

g would take a tumble with him in the hay,kF(Do yourknow his

X, o
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favofifé ﬁusiéé;
vDid he hat simﬁiy?) Yes, he did. _Heﬁwa; a—vegetarian, though
not altogether. (Did he tell you he was a vegetarian?) No,

he never told me that. No. Igthink,l gssumed-it. (What
things bothered nim ﬁgéf?) Let's see what I've ever heard

him rant and rame about. . I.just can't remember anything
to which he strongly objected. (Do you feel he was lonely?)
i'm sure he was 1onesome_and deeply ione;y somgvof thé time.
His very warmth and welcome to people would indicate that

he was lonesome even if‘hesaid he ééuia:get aloﬁg Without
‘them., He did joke about the few women that wanted to marry
him. (Do you think that was a tongue-in-cheekwkind ;f thing"
or that there were really women who wanted to?) Oh, I'm

sure that there-were Wbmen ;, there are all ;qrts of women

who would be intrigued or -- I think it was REAL that women
would make it clear to him that they would find him acceptable.

(Did he ever express regret to you at the lifestyle he had

Al amAan?Y NA {NiA he anom intereated in material things to
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you?) (Almo¥t with indignation. . .) Well, certainly not.

(The business world? Stock market?) No, because we never

got on that subject. (Do you know anything about his health

(Did you see any significant changes in

history?) I don't.

SR,

him during the time you knew him?) No, except a certain

g

et

slowing dowqénd his remark, "I'm growing older, Kathleen,

/

I'm growing older."

N

As you ard I are talking, we're looking

P,

A

right down on his willow thickets. If I got out my binoculars&

I could pick it out exactly. (How many people would you say

e

you've taken to visit Bert?) Oh, probably as many as five

N i

hundred. In groups of 5, 6, 8. Not more than probably 8.

We would stay only a short time and I would REALLY brief them
ahead of time. Be friendly, be rather quiet, don't ask any
personal questions. Just be interested. If you have anys=

thing to contribute, fine; if you feel like starting a con-

We never had anything unpleasant, unhappy.

versation, fine.
No, (In what ways

(Did you know of his stowaway episode?)

T

o

i
{
|
!
|
!
|
/
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o

did you feel he valued nature highly?] His gentleness toward

the little creatures, his interest in observing the rabbits,

the wolves, the foxes; I never heard him speak of coyotes.
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There are coyotes and deer in the dunes.‘ I don't think ény
are in that area. (Did you ever know him to hunt or fish
for subsistence?) No. The racoon, His interest in watching
birds, although he wasn't a serious birdwatcher. He was not

an intellectual nature lover, he was -- he had a friendly

; e e —
emotional relationship. ) Really, my husband looks like Father ‘

e

fg Time, don't you think so? giggling. He is such a gifted man;

%

%} oh, he is so gifted. He's an artist who never really completely
¥

% realized himself. He was an architect who came out of college

{ during the depression and what was an architect during the

depression? So he made his living carving beautiful copies

“\NV.,M s e
e

of antiques. Doing things for very wealthy families who didn't ;

1ose all their money. He carved panels and interiors. . . f//

"
e IR ) sl
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{ To go on with Bert: he was gentle, he felt for the animals,

he had a sort of St. Francis feeling about them. Although
he wasn't religious in the way a priest is religious at all.
He had too much twinkle in him. He had a sense of humor.
One thing I might say in passing is I feel that Bert had a

high and fine and refined moral code of ethics. There was

every reason in the world, in view of the times I visited him,
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night and day, if I was exploring and I came back at nightfall
I'd drop by;énd égy’“ﬁi, I\wag-just stopping by oﬂ my way,"‘
rwhein he could‘ héve made advances , h;a could have ‘made insinu
ations and he was not é‘man who went after women. .He‘probabmy
never did. He was almost'passive. He accepted overtures
from a few women in his’iife, but he was not a seeker.

I don't know what kind of a sex 1ife‘he may have had.

But vaéuld feel that he spmehow:A- to some extent that he

put his sexual drive to siumber. Of course, this coﬁld.be a
matter of all'kinds of things;'maybe.body Qhemistry. Anotﬁe
:thing'that is interesting about Bert, unlike some hermits;

he was not bitter ébout anything,p I NEVER-héafd him express
h{mself biéferiy. He may have been, but I never.heara it.

He wasn't‘frighténed; he wasn't suspicious. . Now; theée aré
hermit characteristics; (Ivfound him tQ be very frightened
and suspicious.).of ceftain kinds'of.ﬁeople, situations.)

(He was afraid of vandals.y! Oh, well, he<suff§red from
vandalism. I would say this was é righteousréoncern.

But not a timidity. He wasn'tia timid person. He was fearful

of people coming and taking his things.
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Robbery, just outright robbery, ‘concerned him. »And he suffered
from robbery. He had a radio takéﬁ one time. I don't know
what else. (Do you know anything _abt his 1life before he
came.to Oceano?) Only those remarks about tryiné the mountains.
I don't know where. (Any personal anecdotes abt him you wld
like to shére?) :No. I have po‘apecdotes _; scattéry impreé-
sions. (Did you feel he was a performer when you took

people into fhe dunes?) Weilll, he enjoyed slighfly being

the center of attention,briefly,»but he did not enjoy.

being the center of attehtion and heAwas not-a born actor.

He didn't seek attention, I°m sure. He just thought, I don't
know if he ever SAID, I'm a curiosity. . .I think he probably
did. I had the feeling that I didn't want to make a curiosity
out‘of him, thatAI didn‘f waﬁt to také advantage of him, show
him off as fhe weird man of the dﬁneé. Just here was a person
that lives alone and how intéresting that he chooées to live
slone. in these dunes. The Hermit of the Dunes. You know,

my own personal experience of him Was, observing him,; was

that he was a clean person. Clean of body. I never smelled

stale body odor.being around him. Of course, 1 wasn’t very
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close to him. But, one of the things I NEVER asked him was
where is your latrine? How do you handle your toilet problems?
And I never smelled a latrine when I was there. Not ever.

Not once. And I thought, My goodness, you're clever; what
have you done? And ; have no idea What'his health or sanitary
facilities were. (He wold joke with some of the people ﬁe

. talked to and say Saints have no need of such things. . .)
THAT is typical of him. That sounds like Bert. Yes, %&ish

I cquld remember more of the ways that he referred to himself
in such exalted terms.because he had fun doing that.

Knows of no other names and addresses of people knowing

Bert. (If you were to describe Bert, how would you do it?)
Oh, I think I've done that for an hour now. That he was tall
and well built and friendly. (What did you value most about
him?) Well, you see, we were FRIENDLY, we were not close
friends. We knew each other in such an on-again, off-again
way many weeks would go by and I wld never see him. I had
no feeling of obligation. I did tell him that he ever had

need and cld get word to me by any means, that I would be

voert olad +n on wavw Aant Af miu wasr A haln him +alre him +n a
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a d
a doctor. To bring him anything. I was single most of the

time that I knew him. Because I was divdrced in 1966 and

-~

moved tqrQggapgw}§m§3§;wggwlg§§: I knew Bert before that.

But I wasn't in the position to say, come stay in my cottage.
I didn't -=- I know that plenty of women would -- and I know -
tﬁat I would now more than even 10 years ago. Because the
whole attitude toward male-female relationships has shifted.

I think that I have a sense of self-preservation to the extent
that I wouldn;t want to be burdened by someone I thought
might become a burden. He was a VERY open person.

(Did he have any affect.on your life?) No. There was a time>
in my life when I wuld have like to.have lived in the dunesf
But not with him or near him. I would like to have lived
somewhere near Harold Guiton‘s sandplant.just to feel the
dunes about me. _It is my own wish for a poetical, emotional
experience. I élept out inrthe dunes a numbér of times,

not, many, many times. I'm leading another overnight for a
g, e DT e ) -

RNt D e e R T R 22T

group Qf‘campfire girls.in Nov,WW(You've never found that a

A

personally threatening position to be in?) There's a man

ot A S g .
Y
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because they say I took away the economic bonanza of this

part of the county by thwarting PG&E‘'s plans to build a

power plant down there. I read today in my PG&E paper. Q
that they are building a nuclear plant near Modesto and

I wish they could have build these plants qnly inland because
the coast is such a rare piece of geographye In the world
the one recreation demand that is higher than any other is
water. DPeople gravitate toward water. Streams in the
Sierra, lakes wherever they can get them, and the coasts i
é of the world. And to think that the coasts of the world
are in short supply; there is much more inland in existence
' than there is coast. And to think that coasts of the world
should be used ﬁp for power plants and houses right down to

_ the tideline; this is a sad and baffling problem.;/ (Is there

p——

‘\anjthing else you would like t§ add abt Bert?) 1In .a.way, .
I made use of Bert. He was one morg intereéting facet of
the dunes. (Obviously you did it with his consent) I
don't think I abused our acquéintanc§. WhenAI Wené to>éee
him in the hospital, he was alittle bit concerned about

going upstairs, as he said. -Because inspite of all his
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' just )
reading and all his thinking,/wasn't,

was like.

That was the nearest. that I ever saw him express a fearing
concern.of something. The way he held mywhand;tightly and

said, "I'm going upstairs, Kathy, I'm going upstairs. He

clung to those of us who saw him more at the end there;

1 went every day.to the hospital. (He told me that soon

st will all be over; all that will be left is for Christ -

and Buddha to fight over my soul.) How cute. In a way

I felt sorry that I never had him up here. Look at the

sea and how the dunes become dark as you look out. There
is a serenity up here that gives you an overview of the dunes\

And it gives me perspective on this long struggle to save

some of it. OF course, when I think of the movement of

) 13

continents, and the millenias coming and going, and the

coasts rising and falling, then I think, for goodness
sakes, when the continents are moving around and joining

and breaking apart, why is it important to me to save 18

miles of one little coastline?

drives éomelabout. Therefore, at this point, after the 13%

No more than the wisest had ever been sure of.

And it®s curious how these

sure what the next room

\

st

e e
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years that I've worked at it, I once in awhile look out at

the sea and get this perspective over the dunes to the end o

of space. It brings a serenity to the soul. ‘Bert may have

o .

gone out of his cléaring and up on thg dunes and 1goked
afar #yfd sometimes. I don't know how often he did. . Of -
béursé, with imaginat}on you can look afar, too. So he had
his own pathway to serenity. He apparently grasped at your

being in a’deeper way than he did at mine. (Well, he felt

that our astrolofical signs were and that it was an eternal

~= I have a t®pe recording where he's talking'w/ a girl

who's very knowledgeable about astrology -- I am not =---

and he referred to our signé»as an eternal thing. We just

always’ seemed to. be on the same wavelength. I think he
fascinéféd melbecéuse of‘hié fréédpm,'his éeréﬁity,his ‘
isolation without_beingisolated, because he was very know-
ledgéable about what was going on in thevworld; he was a |
very perceptive social’ critic, and very petrceptive, a very
pérceptiVe-m;n‘wien it came t§ incisivély'cﬁtting thfdugh

to human motives and foibles. I was constantly amazed at hi-

ability to do that.) Hmmmmm. (Upon first meeting a person

N

B S
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Iifound him to be a’Véry uniqﬂe and spéciai humanibeihg."
I think that he's enriched my life.a great, great deal.
PerhaszI was drawn to him bec;usé i héven't a father;

my father's been dead for a long, long time. But I think

it was much more significant ﬁﬁan that bécause not often

do we meet people that seem to hear us with their soul.

And I felt like that about Bert.) This is.irery impoffaht,
that you should have metsomeone,%ﬂ% with which you'h%d_
this felé#i;nshib and this feeling (And thét‘svwhy it seems
very. important to me to ;ttempt to do this thing that I
promised him I would and fodo]itvhonestly andito’si you
know, I don't want to idealize him &n any way; on the other
hand, % wouldvlik‘e it to make people- feel nké I do when I
put down the ";)ook, ‘oN» TﬁE LOOSE. AWhexy'l I p';rb that down, I
feel full, I feel -~ after putting t@at book as;ée after
having read it and looking at tﬁe pi;ﬁures - i feéi
nourished.) Th:at's beautiful. (And that is"‘whaﬁc':[ hope

to acﬁieve -= and itwwill be difficult, because Bert was

indeed a difficult person, but I'm finding that this man in

Méssachusetts. . You know, I didn't want to distort Bert
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Bert through the lens of my perspective of him. . ¢ 1 find

that so many people are giving me reinforcement of certain

N

areas and new knowledge in other areas. All this is importént

d 3

now. Bert, I knew, had many, many visitors to the dunes.

He told me that Jerry Pearce's wife had come out there

¥

to get an astrological chart done to see if he was going to.

win ‘the eiection, when he was running for sheriff.) Giggle.

(And things like that. And I knew people gravitated to him
and came back, but I didn't know that in any sense there

was an organized kind of thing.such as you led.) Organized,

but caSuai. Sometimes I wrote him a note ahead of time and

T A et 5 £ Y e . . o gt st 1 A0 T
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séid I;m going ﬁo bring»g gfggpf ;f iﬁ isn’tvall,right when
we get there, Isknow“you'll 1§t me know,Wdsomething like that.
S0 he did‘meet>se§eral hundred peofle, but those were pretty
causual; those were just brushes. There was a pictureiof

him in the §?pta Maria T;mes which was one fhat a man-took

on one of my frips_that I led Doris Olsen use it. Have

you étudiedra@y Ch;peée p@i}ésophy youfseif? (I‘have AOQe‘

a considerable amount of reading on Zen several yaars ago.)

Yes, Zen. Because I think that Bert and Zen. . I would have
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enjoyed tal?ing with him more about Zen. (Had I read the
Buddhist. Bible while he was alive, there's no sense regrétting
what's past, bﬁt I. ...if'f very close‘inline w/Bert's

mode of living. And w/his morality. -And code of ethics

aid éilvfhat. ; caﬁ imagine him being a man so in control

of his own feelings that even though he might ﬁe drawn to
someo£e —— sﬁpposing he were drgwn fo someone like yourself --
that he would be so beautifully, reservedly affectionate

and that it Qouldrﬁe a vefy real p;rt of him that I knew
nothing about. I knowkwha;.my sensitivities are and I can
feel %hisvand iméginé it that there’is a whole,ffinély
sensitive affectionate side in him. It might have been a
very fine experienée. It would have no intrusion at all

upon an experience with a husband. Because there is a
difference. I have been maf?ied Eeforérand I know, and I

have cared for a third person-deeply in my lifetime ané I
know that there is SUCH a difference in ;he relationship
between yourself and a or b or c: théy are- different

worlds. They do not intrude upon each other. And since

you are married, your problem would be to make it clear to
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your husband that always there was no treépass‘here.



