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Ur. Tom uriggs, potanist Froject: To find in Lalif,
viwer contract to The hature Lonservancy endangercd arcus
Aoute 2,  bux G4U-A of bigloyicel guality in
biIxGn, ba, 95620 mexritme cheparral and

stabilized dunes.
bear Tum Lrigys:

it was a plessure to talk with you at length un the telephone last week
bctover 29 and to have you come by to .ick up some of my maps, Lnociosed ere
Kerox copies of the last two meps you wantod.

Dr. bivk walters and i have now talked-over your project and have defi-
nitely cume to the conciusion that Dune Lokes dows nut qualify as lang of
grime biolugical guality, becouse it has been too manipulated by man: the
pest, current and .lonned continuing heavy and extensive paanting of Eure-
pean deach brass, ammophila arencria, has stifled and completely crowded-out
native vegetstion in the patnuay of its sproad; it also stebilizes and thus
sliers the natural flow of the dune formations, thus altering the geology of
the srea. Perhaps the primary "waiue" of bDune Lekes, Ltd. prupurty is the
interest of freshwster lakes enclosed without outlets in sond dunes, although
the presence of these ten lakes is meintained by an elaborate anc very costly
pumping system; this system raiscs o lake's water level to "smother' the tules;
when dead, the tules are cut and thrown away ur have been somelimes given away,
Were the tules not contrulled these lakelets wOllC eventually becume marshes
and finally might fill with send and become moist hollows in the dunes. Peter
Lhurchward, superintendent and manager of Dune Lakes has explained this to me.

Dr. Walters ond i feel that the highest biological guality aree in the
wipomo Dunes lies southeast of Usoc Fliaco Lake, beginning with Lureopsis Hill
and extending thruugh the dunes, bounded on the east by high production agri-
culturel lands and on the west by the Pacific Ucean, southward to the Lexuy
Lease of Uniun Uil Company's active ail drilling field. This area is threatened
by some recreation vehicular use. This recreatian use has destruyed enu altered
much of the dune lands from Uso Flscu Lake north all over the acreage recently
bought by California Degt. of Parks and hecreation, ALl vehicular recreation
shuuld be haltéﬁiéééaﬁybgith& uso Fiaco wetlanus, I fecl that a small team uf
batanists/naturalists should walk thoroughly the arca I have indicoted as of
prime biolugical dune gquality and resort their findings. There will be pockets
of cnoemism and representatives of a variety of native mammals. (There will of
course not be the shundence of mammals thst are founo at Dune Lakes, simply be-
cause Dune Lakes nut anly offers water and cover. but i o cereful vy o



