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HEARING

BEFORE THE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY FLAMNIiVG COMMISSION

ON THE APPLICATION OF THE GURDQN (GUADALUPE) SAiMD CDMPANY

FOR A COIVDITIONAL USE PERMIT - TD MIME SAMD IN THE DUNES'

NEAR CaUADALUPE, CALIFORNIA

Uednesday, Navembsr 1, 1967

STATEMENT

by

Mrs. Kathleen Jackson

Chairman, Nipomo Dunes Committee
2431 Paso Robles Strest
Oceano, California 93445

My name is Mrs. Kathleen Jackson. I live at 2431 Paso Robles
Street, in the toiun of Dceano, in San Luis Dbispo uounty. This is a feu
miles north of Guadalupe, uhere vou aTe 'boday. considering the application
of ths Gordon Sand Company (also knaun as the Guadalupa Sand L'ampany; far
a conditional use permit to mine sand.

MCTIMG COMMISSIDM CHAIRMAN, Mr. Hichard Clare, honaraale members
of the banta darbara County Planning uommission, and representatives of

various banta Barbara bounty departments staffs:

I am speaking as a Lalifarnia citizen and as a conssrvationist,
requesting a denial of this permit. I come before you representing ths
Mipomq Dunes Uqmmittea, of uhich I am chairman. This committee is almost
f~lve years^olH^ Tt~T^ composed of^Tactive conservationists uho live in
various touns and cities all the uay from San Francisco to Los Angeles.
All the members at the Nipamo Dunes L'ommittee knou the central coast of
California and are dedicated to its preservation as a natural and unique
scenic and recrsation rssource. C1yr particular ^yrpqs^ is the preservation
of its magnificent seashore and dunes, uhich extend far 17 miles from paint
Sal in Santa Barbara County, ta Hismo oeach in ban Luis Dbispo County. The
area includes spectacular high uhite dunes, 11 freshuater lakes, 5 constant
creeks and a river (the Santa Maria River). The region is variously knoun
as the.Nipomo (Junes, ths banta Maria Dunes, the Dceana uunes and the buada-

lupe uunes....even as the Dso Flaco Dunes.

Our iMipomo Dunes uommittse hopes to see this"entire area,

comprising from 15,000 to 25,DQD acres, eventually acquired for public
park and recrsatian purposes. Our committee assisted in ths conservation

effort to persuade the Pacific uas and Llectric Company to -select a
dj.fferen^b site far thsir next atomic pQusr plant - and not to locate in
the Nipamo Dunes.
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In January 196o our committse brought a delegation of 50 persons
to this room for a meeting of ths Lalifornia btate Park Lammission, request-
ing tnat they maintain active interest in acquisition of the central coast
dunss for a state park and recreation area. The Commission affirmed the

dunes to be a "live issue", of continuing uancem to them and desirsable

far state acquisition.

Besides representing the Nipoma Dunes Cammittss tadav, I uiauld
like to offer you my furthsr qualifications to speak here an this matter:
I am a Santa Barbaran by background, and livsd here on the Riviera until
adulthood, and again in tns 1940*5 and 50ts, taking part in some civic
affairs. I cansidar Santa Uarbara my native land. I visit here often. I
read the neuspaper. I deeply and psrsonallv care about Santa Barbara
Uounty. Of this countvy I uould say, as a ujritsr once said devatedly to
his friend:

"I have eaten your bread and salt.

I have drunk your uater and nine.
The deaths you have disd
I have ujatched beside.
And the lives vau have lived are mins."

Although I am familiar uith much of Lalifarnia -- I love and
knouj thess Santa Barbara hills and canyons and these mountaintaps, uhich
are ^oi^r rssponsibility. And I knou all the sharslins at Santa Barbara
Lounty, from Ventura to San Luis D'aispa.

I uonder hau many of you knouj psrsonally these particular lands
on ujhich you must make this decision.

UJhile I am speaking, may I. pass among you same photographs that
help to convey the mood and quality of this unique landscape — mile after
mile of splendour -- uhite sand pilsd in a myriad uind-sculptured formations,
laced ujith green glades and small lakes - and bordered by blue ocean.

Today I shall bring to your Commission infarmatian and conclusions
from various sources, about the subject'af this hearing; and it is my
earnest desire that my contribution may be useful to ths Commission by
indicating soms of ths reasons uhy any application far mining sand at the
Guadalupe Uunss sha'jld be denied.

•It is my hope, further, that the County Board of Supervisors
uill reconsider and uill rescind the conditional use psrmit recently
granted - uith such seeming haste - to the California Sand Company to
mine sand in the Guadalupe Dunes area.-

As prelude to my statements about land uss cansidsratians of
the Guadalupa Dunss area, I uauld like to offer a text uhich characterizes
all that I have to say hsrs today: I paraphrase from the uritings of
Sigurd F. Olsan of the National Park Service: (QUuTE)

"The real significance of land value, of scanery and of recreation,
is a cultural matter. It is far more than farming, hunting, f.ish-

ing, hiking or bsach sports: it has to do uith ths human spirit!
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acquisition of 5,095 acres betueen Point Sal and the Santa Maria River.

On the county level, it is gratifying to knou that the area is
recommended for recreation in the aanta Barbara uaunty Master Plan - and

thare has been much publicity about a proposed county beach park on Parcel
I of the Union Sugar Company sand land beside the mouth of the Santa Maria
River.

Uhen ths btate Park Bond Act at 1964 monies uere being allocated,
approximatsly 90 park and recreation projects put in bids for consideration.
By formula these uare ranged as to desireability; and the Point bal to
Pismo area, knoun as the Santa Maria Dunes, uas as high as seventh on ths

list. It u.3S not funded, housver, due to the high price tag far ths uhale
area, amounting to something around seven million dollars. •

Nevertheless, it is ths philosophy of the Nipomo Uunss Committse
and of many conssrvationists uho are concerned to preserva our remarkabls
central coast, that continuing efforts should be made to resist the
encTDachment of incompatibls uses, suci'i as industry, and to protect the

area through the years until such time as land gifts or purchase, result in
state acquisition.

The entire area is a relatsd unit. Ths state presently ouns
approximatsly 1,OQD acres in Pismo,State Beach at one end, and 49 acres in
Point Sal btate Beach at the othgr end. It is probably only a matter of
time until ths total expanse betueen Pisma State Beach and Point aal is
acquired. It mignt be 15 years. It might be 5Q years« But tnese are not
significant intervals in the life of a park. Consider ths Santa LTuz Big
Trees or Sequoia, ths great city park at aan Diego, or even Alameda Parks

here in Santa uarbara* They ars uhole. They uere planned uhole. They do
not havs to accom.odate themsslves to piecemeal planning. A piece cannot be

cut out of a park or a potential park uithaut a- damaging and disintegrating
effect.

To cut out one section of ths Guadalupe Dunss, such as th.s-Union

Sugar Lompany parcsls near ti'ie Santa Maria ^ivsr, iLjauld brsak up the grand

concept of evsntually crsating the greatsst seashore and dunes park and

recreation area in the entire Uest, offering potential of more different
kinds of recreation than any existing park or rscraation arsa in California.

Hnd to psrmit the Gordon band uompany even conditional use for
sand mining, uauld be a knifs-thrust ssvering roint Sal and picturesque

Mussel Rock from the camplste concept.

If I may ask you to glance at the maps I have given each of you,
you uill sse thst this parcsl of land uhich the Gordon Sand Company is
purchasing outright from ths Union bugar Company, is just 3QD fe^t uids (.north
and south) and 4,600 test long (from the ocean to the inland) -- constituting
a stab of industry into uhat is patantially a great state park. Doubtless,
this uould dstsr the state from future intsrest in acquiring this dramatic
piecs of Santa Barbara county seacoast for park and recreation purposes.

Far they uould be able to buy only up to the bordan Sand Company from the
south -- and daun to the bordon sand Company oujnsrship from the north.
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Therefore, OHQ suggestion I upuld urge far your consideration

is that in case you da grant tnis company a conditional use permit, you
stipulate that no mining snail bs dons on the beach to a distance of G^d—/c! o c' f^ '

e^a-i—hnnrlT^d fsst above mean high tide line. This uill .at least protect ^^•^•^-

and preserva the beachfrant.

tijhile you ars looking at ths maps, may I ask yo1-1 tD nuts that
the Ualifomia Sand Lompany proposes to locate on a site proposed for
Park Headquarters and that the Gordon Sand Company uould occupy a Park
Day Use picnic ground. In any event, my recommendation bjould ba that

these sand mining facilities should locate east of ths boundarv of the
proposed park.

Ano^hsr consideration is the plight of sand. It is mars scarce
nau than even as recently as 25 ysars ago. Your Commission•and obhsr

Santa Bsrbara County Planning Commissions bafors you have urestled uith
vanishing beach.problems right here in our county* YDU are familiar uith
ths reasons: impoundments upstream have cut off the natural saurcss of
sand. Tampering ujith ths natural processes of nature has Isd to beach

sand shortages up and doun California's coast. Legislator Zeebsrg has

bean uarking uith a committes cancsmed uith coast sand shortages and
bsach erosion.

An official of the Gordon Sand Company has expressed the belief
that due to the silt drift from tns -Santa Maria River, the sand supply at
this location is insxhaustibls. But hau long uauld this last, uers that
propossd dam to bs built up on tns Sisquoc? And uitn the Gordon praperty
ounEirship running right to tha-maan high tide line, uhat is to prevent the
company from tampering uith the natural flou of sand by attsmpting ta suck
or slurry sand from under the beach? This technique might be succsssfuU

usa/ ps^m:
hig^fci^fide^

It is usll knoun that the taking of sand does deplete a dune
area. Signal example is the case of tha Usl Monte Sand uampanv, located
at the northern end at tns famous 17-mils drivs near Mantersy, uho have

actually taken auay altagsthsr the very nigh dunss formerlv thsre. The
only dunss left in that arsa are a group of smaller dunss, nou preserved in

the Asilomar btate Heach Park.

You have in ths packet I gavs to aach of you a copy of a neus-

paper column by Torn hlev/eland, in uhich it uas proposed to rob the csntral
Ualifamia cnast betusen Point Sal and Pisma of -its sand to replenish the
vanisning beaches of Los Angelas Cauntv* Inis presumptuous predation shauld
shock us all. bhould our rare sand dunes be taken to repair the mistakes of

Los Angelas County?
M. S^(S.G(="s>r

Thus, m.v/ third Bt.irjrec+-inn htnulri he that in case this psrmit is

granted to ths uarclon Sand Lompanv, a stipulation in the permit should
require frequent revieu, a revieu each year, of all ths factors involved -

by a team of qualified experts.
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I uould like nou to turn to same economic facts.

Perhaps one of the major ecQnomic resources of the future is clean

air. People seek it nou uhen they go vacationing. And it can be found a
number of places in Santa Barbara LDunty, including the buadalupe Dunes area.

A fact of ordsrly dsvslopmsnt of the county is pratectian of our clean air
areas from indistry. There are altsrnatives for industry - uhich I uill
refer to in a momsnt.

But here are sams pertinent economic statistics:

1. The population of Califarnia mcreases bv 1,600 psople sach day.
2. Open land in California decreases by 375 acres each day.
3. Uitn a decreased Liork usek and an increased population in less

ElEacJ3» there is a greater demand far outdaor racreation.
4. Ths Outdoor Rscreaticn ResQ^ircss Rsvieu Commission (ORRRC), states

that less than 2'/u of ths total shoreline in the United States is
in public aunership for recreation.

5. Ths QRRRC Rsport points out: (QUOTE) "State and Federal Agencies
should act promptly to preserve for public use the remaining
magnificent strstches of unspoiled coastline." (UNQUOTE)

Further economic guidelines on consideration of industrial use

versus park-recreation use of the Guadalups uunes might be taken from the
remarkabla California Public Outdoa'r Rscreation Plan at 196D. (For ths sake
of brevity I uill hereafter call it the UQR Plan.) As you probably knau,
this plan analyzed qualifications for locating public park and recreation
areas. I uill take up only four of the points, most pertinent to our subject

FIRST - the matter of STRATEGIC LDCATIUN. Ths dunes area of
northern Santa Barbara County is located almost more strategicslly than
any othar arsa in California, for re.creation -- supsrcedsd onlv by San

Luis Obispo Uounty, uhich falls uithin the exact middle of overlapping
zones (for ovemignt and vacation use; from California's four major popu-

lation centers: San Diego, Las Angeles, San t-'rancisco and oacramenta,,

SECOND: SCARCITY CHARACTERISTICS. The CDR Plan points out that
the mast urgent nesd is for setting asids and prsserving areas uhich are

unusual, rare, unique, historic, scientific, educational. Thus, the
question needs to be asked: Does tne Uuadalupe duns area havs thess scarcity

characteristics? And ths ansusr is, y3s» it has all of 'bhess charactsris-

ties. Qualifisd experts can attest to this.

THIRD: [iJATER-QRIENTEO RECREATION USE is rated by ths CDR Plan as
the- first cnoice of 80% of all recreation dsmand. Although the tumultuous
surf at thia Guadalupe dunes is unsafe for fisning, bathing or recreation
use, it has dramatic scenic value. The lagoon and mouth of the Santa Maria

River, houever, could be dsvelapeci ta a high degree for uater recreation.

FOURTH: ECONOMIC FEASI8ILITY. A studv of the area and of the
bouth uentral Laastal ^tudy indicates that development for recreation uauld
not bs exhorbitant here and uould be uell justified by local and tourist use.

For instance, Pismo Stats Beach rscords a million and a quarter

visitors this past fiscal \JQQT — and also reports r5j_000. psople turned QW^.
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At present uhere can these ciisappointed vacationists go to find
another park area? 25 milss north to Montana de Oro btate Park, or 35 miles
north to Morra Bay btats Park. Or they can drive 60 milss soLith to Gaviota

unless they navs just come from thare and it is full! If there uere a
park and recreation area at the uuadalupe dunss, the overflau families from

Pismo State Bsach uauld undaubtsdlv drive tha 13 miles to use it. And th3
ovsrflou from Gaviota uould gratsfully have to drive only 47 miles north
to Guadalups.

Further uiith rsgard to economics, I understand that approximately
.:g)lDO,QOD rsprssents ths investmsnt of ths Liardan Sand. Campany . Questions
to be raised ars:

1. Uhat is the life of this invsstment?
2. UJha't amount is added to Santa Barbara County's tax base f^am ^ ';

this .;iilOO,OOQ? — <9^ ^'k'oo^^oo - ^ ^^..^ a.^ ^^^J^^ ^^^^i.^ c^f-t^f^^€^

3. At tha end of 25 or 50 years uill ths ccnditian of the land
shouj Improvement or defacement?

4. And also, aftsr a lapss of.these ysars, uill the quality of
living in trie Guadalupe area shau enhancemBnt or deteriora-

tion as a result of ths sand mining operations?

Next, let similar questions be a'sked tin case this Guadalupe Dunes
land should bs developed as a scsnic_and recreation park:

1. Uhat uauld bs the length of life of investment as a park?

The ansuer is that a park outlives any industry. Parks last as long
as vegetation grous and as long as tides thundsr in and uinds cams and
go. Harks are said to bs "forever".

2< Uhat smaunt uc'-i-id be added to Santa Barbara Ca-nty's tax bass from
park and rscrsation developmsn.t?

Ansuer: state and national surveys shau that recrsationists and

visitors spend tram :i^-']|12 a day per parson for gas and oil, groceries
or restaurants and for camps or motels. Think uhat this could'mean

to ths local sconomy of Gugdalupe and nearbv Santa Maria, as uell as
the increment to the total county economy.

You may ask: uauld users came? The ansuer is found in the statistics
just quoted above from Pismo State Beach, shauing the nead for
developing mars accomadations far visitors.

3. The final question asked is uhether, after 25 - 50 - 1DD vea1'5 had
elapsed, uould the quality of living in the general araa of uuadalupe
- close to a major state park - shou detsrioratian or enhancement?

Th£3 ansusr is an economic one: it is presently knaun that land
values aluays increase an land adjoining or near a park. Land buyers

can rest assured of a permanent high quality land use.

ALTERNATIl/ES: As far alternatives for the mining of sand, I am not an
engineer and uhat I knau about industrial sand is only informBtian I have

rssearched and picked up in the past month and a half from an extensive
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advsnturs in asking questions.

But I have found out snaugh to realize that qualifisd sxperts in
industrial sand should be assisting you hsre today to make your decisian.

Far instance, I have learnsd that all sand is not suitable far
all industrial usss. Not just any old sand uill do the jab. barns indus-
trial techniques require extremely specializsd sand. A sand that is high
in silicate content; a sand that offers a natural uide variety of sizes of
grain. Or uniformity of grain siz-s-. These are factors in the problem. I

have learned that highly specialized natural sand is found only in limited
locations thraughout ths Unitsd States, and that there are only four or five
such locations in California, three of them in State Parksj

I have learnad that nighly specialized sand for .industry uas not
a problem in California bsfors Uorld tilar II, because at that tims a neuj
surge of industry lacatsd in Las Angsles County uith neu typss of machinery»
requiring rare and special sand* aimilar industriss in othsr parts of ths
United States ars located naar sources of the sand they nesd. And ths cost

of importing special sand to California from out of state is prohibitivs.

Artificial sizing of sand grains is a technical alternative soms-
times used.

-Wr I have learned that nsuj techniquss are presently in ths expsri-

mental stage, to devise abrasivs synthetics, to substitute far sand in
manufacturing procssses.

THEREFORE,-FINALLY and FUURTHLY, I suggest postponement of consid-
eration of this conditional usa psrmit, and a rescinding of the first permit,
until a tnorough study can be made. I urge that qualified experts be con-
suited an<J requestsd to study the proposal to mine sand at the Guadalups Dunes,
including such as the fallouing:

*

1, An expart on sand uses in industry:
- familiar uith synthetic abrasives.

- familiar aiith possible recovsry of sand techniques.

- familiar uith.artificial sizing.
2. A beach srosion spscialist from the Army Lorps of Enginsers.

3. A tidelands engineer from ths State Lands Departmant.

4. The director of tha study uhich uas made by the State of the proposed
Point Sal Extension State Park. Hs knous this arsa, understands it
and can tell of its park and recreation potential, and can indicate
hou development could be. feasibly accoTplished.

5. A team of ecologists:
- a biologist

a botanist
- a marine biologist

£• A qualified archaeologist uho can inform you of past Indian culturss
uhose records may lis in the area. Ths curator at an Indian callec-
tion in California rsmarksd to ms that: (QUDTE) "Ue knou there uers
civilizations in the dunes tan thousand v5a:rs bafors the LJhumash,

but ue have never had ths budget to make ths study." (UP-JQUQTE) Our
oun human cultural heritage is thus involvsd hsrB.
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7. A qualified geologist, or gsa-marphologist, uhass specialty is
sand dunes.

I understand that thsss sand dunss are most intsri-ssting from

ths standpoint of historical geolDgy. Truly uniqus. Related as
part of an ancisnt duns formBtion stretching, from ths Callender area

on the Mipomo Mesa near Black Lake, all ths uay to the toun of
Drcutt. A valuabls study area for geology students.

ris a matter of fact, this area is included in s research uork

soon ta be publishsd, by one of the fcremast dune scholars in the
Unitad States, Dr. 'jiilliam y. Cooper of Baulder, Colorada. A letter

from this distinguished scientist states: (QUOTE)

"The dunes in ths vicinity of the mouth of th'e Santa Maria
River are uithaut question ths finest on the coast of
California. Scenically and in scientific interest they
are supreme. In my uark, shortly to be published, they
iijill receivs more extansive treatment than any other dune

area. Ths uork that I have done is a mere beginning.

This area holds possibilities for much more research. I

knou of one project in progress in this area that uill
lead to valuable knouledge applicable in fields other than
that in uhich the uork is hsing dons." (UNQUDTE)

FIFTH, I suggsst that representativss from this group above
participate in the yearly revieu of the mining operation if a conditional
use permit should be granted.

IN CONCLUSION, I ask that you go out to see thsse dunes -~ in a
beach buggy, or an open jeep. Get voLlr driver to take vou high -~ up on
the sand banks of ths cliffs, 400 test abovs the uater uhich lies belou yau-^
spread out incredibly blue and vast. Observe the caves of Mussel Rack.

Drink at ths freshuater spring bubblino out of a cliff. Then spin along
the flat beachfront uith the fresh sea uind in your face. Listen to the
great uhite cambers co'ne pounding in. Dip In and out of the unite uind-

sculptursd duns formations. Gst the feel of the area. It is different
from tha desert dunes because here you have the thunder and roar of a uild

surf, ths expanse of the sea, .glittering. . .and a quiet river mouth.

And I ask you to remember uhat Sigurd Olson said: that the real
significance of land valus is a cultural mstter...that it is far more than

farming, hunting, fishing, hiking ar beach sports*..that it has to do uith
the human spirit. And that uhat ue are using and trying to conserve here is

not land for sand mining ar for a park...as much as ue are trying to conserve

the human spirit, itself.

After you do this - then 1 uauld ask that vou study ths findings of
your qualified advisors - and finally maks your decision an the best and
hicihest use for this land.

THANh YUU. / x/. ...
\ \

A^J^h- ^-y_ _.. ^t.<-A^^
(Mr^.) hathleefi Jackson

/ /


