| HEARING |
BEFORE THE SANTA BARBARA COUNTY PLANNING GOMMISSION
ON THE APPLICATION OF THE GURDON (GUADALUPE) SAND COMPANY
FOR A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT - TO MINE SAND IN THE DUNES
NEAR GUADALUPE, CALIFORNIA

Wednesday, November 1, 1967

"STATEMENT

by

Mrs, Kathleen Jackson

Chairman, Nipomo Dunes Committee
2431 Paso Robles Strest

Oceano, California 93445

My name is Mrs. Kathleen Jackson. 1 live at 2431 Paso Robles
Street, in the town of Oceano, in San Luis Obispo county. This is a few
miles ncrth of Guadalupe, where you~are today considering the application
of the Gordon Sand Company (also known as the Guadalupe Sand Lompany) for
a conditional use permit to mine sand.

ACTING COMMISSION CHAIRMAN, Mr. Kichard Clare, honorable members
of the santa sarbara County Planning commission, and representatives of
various Santa Barbara wounty departments staffs:

1 am speaking as a valifornia citizen and as a conservationist,
requesting a denial of this permit. I come before you representing tha
Nipomo Dunes Lommittee, of which I am chairman. This committee is almost -
five years old. It is composed nf/&@’actlve conservationists who live in

~various towns and cities all the way from San tranclsco to Los Angeles.

All the members of the Nipomo Dunes Lommittee know the central coast of
Ealifqrnia and are dedicated to its preservation as a natural and unique
scenic and recreation resource. Qur particular purpose is the preservation
of its magnificent seashore and dunes, which extend for 17 miles from roint
Sal in Santa Barbara County, to Fismo Heach in San Luis Obispo County. The
area includes spectacular high white dunes, 11 freshwater lakes, 3 constant
cresks and a river (the Santa Maria River). The region is variously known
as the.Nipomo Uunes, the sSanta Maria Dunes, the Oceano vunes and the uuadas
lupe vunes....even as the 0Oso Flaco Dunes.

Qur Nipomo Uunes Lommittee hopes to see this entire area,
comprlslng from 15,000 to 25,000 acres, eventually acquired for public
park and TECTDEtlUH purposes. Our committee assisted in the conservatian
effort to persuade the Pacific uwas and tlectric Company to select a
different site for their next atomic pewer plant - and not to locate in
the Nipomo Dunes.
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1n January 1966 our committee brought a delegation of 50 persons
to this room for a meeting of the valifornia State Park vommission, reguest-
ing that they maintain active interest in acquisition of the central coast
dunes for a state park and recreation area. The Commission affirmed the
dunes to be a "live issue", of continuing concern to them and desirzable
for state acquisition.

Besides representing the Nipomo Dunes Committee today, I would
like to offer you my further gualifications to speak here on this matter:
I am a Santa Barbaran by background, and lived here on the Riviera until
adulthood, and again in tne 1940's and 50's, taking part in some civic
affairs. I consider Santa barbara my native land. I visit here often. I
read the newspaper. I deeply and pzarsonally care abput Santa Barbara
Lounty. Of this county I would say, as @ writer once said devotedly to
his friend:

"1 have eaten your bread and salt.

I have drunk your water and wine.

The deaths you have died

1 have watched beside.

and the lives you have lived are mine."

Although I am familiar with much of talifornia -- 1 love and
know these Santa Barbara hills and canyons and these mountaintops, which
are your responsibility. And I know all the shorelinz of Santa Barbara
Lounty, from Ventura to San Luis Obispo.

— ,//’\ R R ’ =

1 wonder how many of you knouw parsaonally these particular lands

on which you must make this decision.

while I am speaking, may I pass among you some photographs that
help to convey the mood and guality of this unigue lzndscape -- mile after
mile of splendour -- white sand piled in a myriad wind-sculptured formations,
laced with green glades and small lakes - and borderasd by blue ocean.

Today I shall bring to your Commission information and conclusions
from various sources, about the subject' of this hearing; and it is my
garnest desire that my contribution may be useful to the Commission by
jndicating some of thz= reasons why any application for mining sand at the
Guadalupe Dunes should be denied.

‘1t is my hope, further, that the County Board of Supervisors
will reconsider and will rescind the conditional use parmit recently
granted - witn such seaming haste - to the California Sand Company to
mine sand in the Guadalupe Dunes area.

As prelude to my statemants about land use considerations of ]
the Guadalupe Dunzs area, I would like to offer a text which characterizes
all that I have to say hsrs today: I paraphrase from the writings of
Sigurd F. Olson of the National Park Service: (QUOTE)

"The real significance of land value, of scenery and of recreation,
is a cultural matter. It is far more than farming, hunting, fish=-
ing, hiking or beach sports: it has to do with the human spirit!
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scquisition of 5,095 acres between Point Sal and the Santa Maria River.

On the county level, it is gratifying to know that the area is
recommended for recreation in the santa Barbara Lounty Master Plan - and
there has been much publicity about a proposed county beach park on Parcel
I of the Union Sugar Company sand land beside the mouth of the Santa Maria
River. ' ‘

when the otate Park Bond Act of 1964 monies were being allocated,
approximately S0 park and recreation projects put in bids for consideration.
By formula thase were ranged as to desireability; and the Point sal to
pismao area, known as the Santa Maria Dunes, was as high as seventh on the
l1ist. It wes not funded, nowever, due to the high price tag for the whole
area, amounting to something around seven million dollars.

nevertheless, it is the philosopny of the Nipomo vunes Committee
~and of many conservationists who are concerned to preserve our remarkable
central coast, that continuing afforts should be made to resist the
encroachment of incompatible uses, such as industry, and to protect the
grea through the years until such time as land gifts or purchase, result in
state acquisition.

The entire area is a related unit. The state presently owns
aprroximately 1,000 acres in Pismo _State Beach at one end, and 49 acres in
Point Sal state Beach at the other end. It is probably only a matter of
time until the total expanse between Pisma State Beach and Point sal is
acquired. It mignt be 15 years. It might be 50 years. But tnese are not
significant intervals in the life of a park. Consider the Santa Lruz Big
Trees or Sequoia, the great city park at san Diego, OT gven Alameda rarks
here in Santa garhara. They are whole. They were planned whole. They do
not have to accomodate themsslves to piecemeal planning. A piece cannot De
cut out of a park or a potential park without a damaging and disintegrating
effect. ‘

To cut out one section of the Guadalupe Dunes, such as the-Union
Sugsr Lompany parcels near the Santa Maria ~iver, would break up the grand
concept of eventually creating the greatest seashore and dunes park and
recreation area in the antire uwest, offering potential of more different
kinds of recreation than any existing park or racraation area in California.

pnd to permit the Gordon sand wompany even conditional use for
sand mining, would be a knife-thrust ssvering yoint Sal and picturesque
Mussel Rock from the complete concept.

If I may ask you to glance at the maps I have given each of you,
you will see that this parcel of land which the Gordan Sand Company is
purchasing outright from the Union sugar Company, is just 300 fe=t wids (north
and south) and 4,600 feet long (from the ocean to the inland) -~ constituting
'a stab of industry into what 1is potentially a great stste park. Doubtless,
this would dzter the state from future intzrest in acquiring this dramatic
- piece of Santa Barbara county seacoast for park and recreation purposas.
For they would be able to buy only up to the sordon Sand Company from the
souti -- and down tao the uordon sand Company pwnership from the north.
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Therefore, one suggestion I wpould urge for your consideration

is that in case you do grant tnis company a conditional use permit, you

stipulate that no mining shall be done on the beach to a distance of §B¥—/U?

eral hundred—-fest above

mean high tide line. This will at least protect ¢

and preserve the beachfront.

While you are

looking at the maps, méy I ask you to note that

the Lalifornia Sand Lompany proposes to locate on a site proposed for
park Hzadquarters and that the Gordon Sand Company would occupy a Park

bay Use picnic ground.
these sand mining facil
proposed park.

In any event, my recommendation would be that
ities should locate east of the boundary of the

Anothzr considaration is the plight of sand. It is mora scarce

now than evan as recent
Santa Bzrbara County Pl
vanishing beach problem

. tha reasons: impoundmen

gsand., Tamparing with t

ly as 25 years sgo. Your Commission -and other
anning Commissions before you have wrestled with

s right here in our county. You are familisr with
ts upstream have cut off the natural sources of

he natural processes of nature has led to beach

sand shortages up and down California's coast. Legislator Zeeberg nas
bean working with a committesa concerned with coast sand shortages and

beach erosion.

an official of the Gordon Sand Company has expressed the belief

that due to the silt dr
this location is inexha
proposed dam to bz buil
pwnership running right
company from tampering

or slurry sand from und

ift from the-Santa Maria River, the sand supply at

ustible. But how long would this last, were that

t up on tne Sisquoc? And witn the Gordon property
to the mean high tide line, what is to prevent the

with the natural flow of sand by attempting to suck
er the beach? This technique might be successfull

It is well kn
area. Signal example i
at the northern end of
actually taken away alt
only dunes left in that
the Asilomar otate Heac

You have in t
paper column by Tom Kle
Ltalifornia cnast betwee
vanisning beaches of Lo
shock us all. Should o
Los Angelas County?

Thus,

L SUACEsT

own that the taking of sand does deplete a dune

s the case of the vsl Monte Sand Lompany, located
tnz Famous 17-mile drive near Monterey, who have
ogethar the very nigh dunes formerly thare. The
araa are a group of smaller dunss, now preserved in

h Park. -

he packet I gave to each of you a copy of a neuws-
veland, in which it was proposed to rob the central
n Paint Sal and Pismo of its sand to replenisn ths

iﬁ;

s Angeles County. [Inis presumptuous predation should

ur rare sand dunes be taken to repair tne mistakes of

that in case this permit is

granted to the Gordon Sand Lompany, a stipulation in the permit should
require frequent review, a review each year, of all the factors involved -

by a team of gualified

experts.



I mDuld_lika now to turn to some economic facts.

perhaps one of the major economic resources of the future is clean
air. People seek it now when they go vacationing. And it can be found a
number of places in Santa Barbara Lounty, including the wuadalupe Dunes area.
A fact of orderly development of tne county is protection of our clean air
areas from indistry. There are alternatives for industry - which T will
refer to in a momant.

But here are some pertinent economic statistics:

1. The population of California increases by 1,600 people each day.

2. Open land in California decreases by 375 acrzs sach day.

3, Witn a decreased work week and an increased population in less
space, there is a greater demand for outdoor recreation.

4. The ODutdoor Recreaticn Resources Review Commission (ORRRC), states
that less than 2% of the total shorelire in the United States is
in public ownership for recreation.

5. Tha (RRRC Report points out: (QUOTE) "State and Federal Agencies
should act promptly to preserve for public use the remaining '
magnificent stretches of unspoiled coastline.® (UNQUOTE)

Further economic guidelines on consideration of industrisl use
versus park-recreation use of tne Guadalupe uunes might be taken from the
remarkable California Public Outdoor Rzcreation Plan of 1960. (For the saxe
of brevity I will nereaftzr call it the LOR Plan.) As you probably know,
this plan analyzed qualifications for locating rublic park and recreation
areas. 1 will take up only four of the points, most pertinent to our subject:

FIRGT - the matter of STRATEGIC LOCATION. The dunes area of
northern Santa Barbara County is located almost more strategicaslly tnan
any other arss in Californila, for recreation -- supercedsd only by 5an
Luis Obispo Lounty, which falls within the exact middle of overlapping
zones (For overnignt and vacation use) from California‘s four major popu-
lation centers: San Diego, Los Angeles, San trancisco and sacramento.

SECOND: SCARCITY CHARACTERISTICS. The COR Plan points out that
the most urgent nesd is for setting aside and preserving areas which are
unusual, Trare, unigue, historic, scientific, educational. Thus, the
guestion nesds to be asked: Does the Luadalupe dune area have these scarcity

characteristics? And the answer is, yes, it has all of these characteris-
tics. Qualified experts can attest to this.

THIRD: WATER-ORIENTED RECREATICN USE is rated by the COR Plan as
the first croice of 80% of all recreation demand. Although the tumultuous
surf at the Guadalupe dunes is unsafe for fishing, bathing or recreation
use, it has dramatic scenic value. The lagoon and mouth of the Santa Maria
River, however, could be developed to a high degree for water recreation.

A FCURTH: ECONOMIC FEASIBILITY. A study of the area and of the
south tentrasl Loasstal study indicates that development for recreation would
not be exhorbitant here and would be well justified by local and tourist use.

For instance, Pismo State Beach rscords a million and a gquarter
visitors this past fiscal year -- and also reports 15,000 psople turned away.




At present where can these disappointed vacationists go to find
another park area? 25 miles north to Montana de Oro state Park, or 35 miles
north to Morro Bay state Park. Or they can drive 60 miles south to Gaviota
- unless they nave just come from thare and it is full! If there were a
park and recreation area at the su=sdalupe dunes, the gverflow families fram
Pismo State Beach would undoubtedly drive the 13 miles to use it, And the
gverflow from Gaviota would gratzfully have to drive only 47 miles north
to Guadalupe. -

: Further with regard to economics, I understand that approximately
$100,000 represents the Thvestmant of the uordon Sand. Company. Questions
to be raised are: '

‘1. What is the life of this investment?
5. Wnhat amount is added to Santa darbara County's tax basz;§nm 2
this $100,0007 — &2 $ 500,000 —o Lebse e voeilicoll 932l vae Kerllana S
3, At the end of 25 or 50 years will the condition of the land
show improvement or defacement? :
4, And also, after a lapse of. thase years, will the guality of
living in tihe Guadalupe area show enhancement or deteriora-
tign as a result of the sand mining operations?

Next, let similar guestions he asked tin case this Guadalupe Dunes
land should be developed as a sceﬂig,gnd recreation park:

l. what would be the length of 1life of investmznt as a park?

The answer is that a park outlives any industry._ Parks last as long
as vegetation grows and as long as tides thunder in and winds come and
go. Parks are said to be nfgrevar".

2. What emount wou.d be added to Santa Barbara Co.nty's tax base from
park and recreation developmznt?

Answer: state and national surveys show that recreationists and
visitors spend from 34-%12 a day per persan for gas and oil, groceries
or restaurants and for camps or motels. Think what this could mean

to the local zconomy of Guadalupe and nearby Santa Maria, as well as
the ircrement to the total county economy. '

You may ask: would users come? The answer is found in the statistics
just guoted above from Pismo State Beach, showing the nead for
developing more accomodations for visitars.

3. The final question asked is whether, after 25 - 50 - 100 years head
glapsed, would the quality of living in the general area of wuadalupe
- close to a major state park - show deterioration or enhancement?

The answer is an economic one: it is presently known that land
values aluways increase on land adjoining or near a park. Land buyers
can rest assured of a permanent high guality land use.

ALTERNATIVES: As for alternatives for the mining of sand, I am not an
enginser and what I know about industrial sand is only information I have
researched and picked up in the past month and a half from an extensive




adventure in asking questions.

But I have found out enough to realize that gualified experts in
jndustrial sand should be assisting you here today to make your decision,

For instance, I have learned that all sand is not suitable for
all industrial uses. Not just any old sand will do the job. oome indus-
trial technigues require extremely specialized sand. A sand that is high
in silicate content; a sand that offers a natural wide variety of sizes of
"grain. Or uniformity of grain size. These are factors in the problem. 1
have learned that highly specialized natural sand 1s found anly in limited
locations throughout tha United States, and that there are only four or five
such locations in California, three of them in State Parks!

. ] have learnad that highly specialized sand for industry was not
a problem in California before uorld War II, because at that time a new
surge of industry located in Los Angsles County with new types of machinery,
raquiring rare and special sand. Similar industriss in other parts of the
United States arz located nzar sources of the sand they nead. And the cost
of importing special sand to California from out of state is prohibitive. '

Artificial sizing of sand grains is a technical alternative some-
times used, :

## 1 have learned that new techniguas are presently in the experi-
mental stage, to davise abrasive synthetics, to substitute for sand in
-manufacturing processes.

THEREFORE, FINALLY and FOURTHLY, T sugoest postponemznt of consid-
eration of this conditional uss pz2rmit, and a rescinding of the first permit,
until a tnorough study can bz made. I urge that qualified experts be con-
sulted and requestsd to study the proposal to mine sand at the Guadalupe Uunes,
including such as the following: '

1. An expert on sand uses in industrﬁ:
- familisr with synthatic abrasives.
- familiar with possible recovery of sand technigues.
- familiar with.artificial sizing.

2. A beach erosion spscialist from the Army torps of Enginzers.

3. A tidelands engineer from the State Lands Department.

L. The director of the study which was made by the State of the proposed
Point Sal Extension State Park. He knows this area, understands it
and can tell of its park and recreation potential, and can indicate
how development could be feasibly accorplished.

5. A team of ecologists:

- a biologist
- a botanist
- a marine biologist

6. A gualified archaeologist who can inform you of past Indian cultures
whose records may lie in the area. The curator of an Indian collec-
tion in California remarked to me that: (QUOTE) "We know there were
civilizations in the dunes ten thousand yzars bafors the Lhumasn,
but we have never had the budget to make the study.- (UNQUOTE)  Our
own human cultural heritage is thus involved nhere.



7. A qualified geologist, or geo-morphologist, whose specialty is
sand dunes.

1 understand that these sand dunss are most interesting from
the standpoint of historical geolecgy. Truly unigue. Related as
part of an ancient duns formetion stretching from tns Czllender area
on the Nipomo Mesa near Black Lake, all the way to the town of
Orcutt. A valuable study area for geology students.

As a matter of fact, this area is included in a research work
soon to be published, by one of the focremost dune scholars in the
Unitad States, Dr. William 5. Cooper of Boulder, Colorada. A letter
from this distinguished scientist states: (QuUOTE)

"The dunes in the vicinity of the mouth of the Santa Maria
River are without guestion the finest on the coast of
California. Scenically and in scientific interest they
are supreme., In my work, shortly to be published, they
will receive more extensive treatment than any other dune
area. The work that I have done is a mere beginning.

This area holds possibilities for much more research. I
know of one project in progress in this area that will
lead to velushle knowledge applicable in fields other than
that in which the work is-being done." (UNQUOTE)

FIFTH, I suggest that representatives from this group above
participate in the yearly review of the mining operation if a conditional
use permit should be granted. ' ‘

IN CONCLUSICON, I ask that you go out to see these dunes -- in a
beach buggy, or an open Jjeep. Let your driver to take you high -- up on
the sand banks of the cliffs, 400 fe=t above the water which lies below youy
spread out incredibly blue and vast. Observe the caves of Mussel Rock.
Drink at the freshwater spring bubbling out of a cliff. Then spin along
the flat beachfront with the fresh sea wind in your face. Listen to the
great white combers come pounding in, Dip in and out of the white wind-
sculptured dune formations. Get the feel of the area. It is different
from the desert dunes because here you have the thunder and roar of a wild
surf, the expanse of the sea, glittering...and a guiet river mouth,

and 1 ask you to remember what Sigurd Olson said: that the real
significance of land value is a cultural metter...that it is far more than
farming, hunting, fishing, hiking or beach sports...that it has to do with
the human spirit. And tnat what we are using and trying to conserve here is
not land for sand mining or for a park...as much as we are trying to conserve
the human spirit, itself.

After you do this - then I would ask that you study the findings of
your gualified advisors - and finally make your decision on the best and
highest use for this land.

THANK YOU.

yd i
s - /’1 \l
’f;,£1/2£w¢ ,fmtcfﬁzik

(MTT.) Hathl%eﬁ Jackson

[

o



