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;ﬁhe Rubert F Hoover plaque "For Dlstlngu1shed Serv1ce" was awarded tﬂ ‘

Katny.andrﬁaylnrd Jores thlS year bv the San LUlS UblSpo Chapter of the California { |
"y !),-HL«&«"'L‘“ e,_ [y \va,.{”_ s ,,,:S Tﬁ/r ‘t;, /7:4’(&<J Tho /\) m\{l;’" {L“/B’(T» vz
Natlve Plant Societyxat their annual banquet. The Sierra Club, too, salites their
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contrlbutlon to conservatlan, in partlcular te ihe preservation of the NlpoO Dunes

of South San Luis Ublspo County

We asked Kathy to tell us’aomethlnq about the background end the years of

work that led to this award. She saide« o & vl g iﬁf}wj"-
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"Well flrst - the award toak us’ completely bv surprise. W¢ looked

at eabndther in astdniebnent - tears came tD our‘eyes . and thenithelfeellng was

e

ons” of such jby]’ It was oberlngl too, to have a flash ‘of remembrance back dver a

great deal of very hard work arid yeare uf perseverance. Tears and rellef and Joy

T

happened all &t once. 'We weré'gratefdl‘to odi’friende for the commendation.
"As for the &eare of wark; what does it take téfnin“a conservation battle?

Prabably there is first alwage'a:deép‘attacnnentitd'a'place:f:t et
Mell = first - the award tddkaue'ddﬁpletely by adrnrieeﬁ[gaylord'and I
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<A looked at eachother in astonishment - with sudden tears - amd such happiness. | It
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"AS “for the spec1f1cs, we' understand this,came to- ‘us"for our part1C1pat10n
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was so unexpected - and Dverwhelmlng.iﬂﬁ o pit (B LA 2R,
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in various California Native Plant Society act1v1t1esﬁ\we are charter members, we serve
on the conservation committee, areé outing leaders, “contribute wildflower photography,

promdte'nenberahip;dglveTteetihdny at public“hearings. .. "But we'are‘tdld that the

award focused partiaularly on Gur continuing effort to prdtéctkthe’NiaomoBZEEEZ:}

fheseﬁe%fdrts.td'date‘haVEdelminated\lresdlted)lin'tha‘ClaseificatidQ Hearing.of
December 1974 when the State‘Rark Commissi endorsedAfurther dhmas é¢a215i£iﬂﬁ\and
;eashore!aaquisitidn. fﬁﬂtsi%¥nes~b

"Qﬂat“it has . beén.a long vigil, going-back sixteen years-
/ - "We are gratlf;ed, elated, that. XEX our- efforts, with the help of others,
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markné a mlleetone in protectlon of the dunes, Vﬁ;h the approval of both the State
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Park and Recreation Commission (at their December 1974 Classification Hearing) and the
Coastal Zone Conservation Commission (February 1975):'C&inévmiles of beach and dunes
are now in the General Development and Resource Management Plan of the State P;pks and

Hecreatlon Department. This assures a measure of care for 9 miles out of the 18
It has taken
(Plsmo State Beach to Pt. Sal State Beach) -/more than 14 years to gain 9 miles. Thus,

the job is only half done. We must hasten. For there are ever more machines plying

their recreatlon through the sandhills, and thFrF are ever more human beings recognlzlng

Seek’t v &

reaching for thezr need of wide and quiet spaces, their need of the comfort and

tranqu1l refreshment of natural beauty.
has it taken to win even this much of _
"What does it take to.win @ conservation battle? /Probably there is first

} !

an abiding love of a place, of an environment that is beauty ahd is hame to one's spirit.

Then there is the Feellng of urg@ncy to protect it, partlcularly 1f harsh destructlon

‘ r -

obv;musly threatens. And then there is the actlon,;usually difficult
1t \

"What has it taken to win even this much of a conservation battle? -It-hes—taken
Ay, for any conservation campaign,
The framework 1s essentlally the same[ whether the cause be saving a forest wilderness, a
mountain valley, a reach of river or a scenic panorama of seashore and sand dunes:
i .
fﬁrst love of a place, an axrea of beauty and tranquility that stirs one's aesthetic
and sﬁiritual regﬁonseﬁ
it is first a magic in sgme special place, tu whlch one's splrlt becomes boundLﬁ
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consistent effort\ There is a fEPllng of urgenCJ to protect Apd £8 prEdefvEé £ LAAL

£he BeAdty wdy ¢ﬁﬁfiﬁﬂé For bRVELE Kb BNéLéLl it, particularly if harsh destruction
tRxrat obviously'threatens. There is a wish to share it with others who are responsive.

So a plan 15 needed - and help - and unceasing, wurk. Une goes to sleep with questions
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to resolve. Une wakens with ideas. . LettPrs carafully wrltten. Telephone conversationsi’
1 1 . /
' /“4"”'
Jfﬁgh& cree Trips to someone of key assistance. Meetings: embattled sessions with a chamber of

commerce, with land developers; encounters with a combination of agreement and opposition
: : e ST I LA iz : '

from all sorts of vehicle récréafionisfsbiwithsfénding blunt roadblocks of local government

leaders, negotiations, disappointment even in supporteri)whosP help dissolves when the
rough
going gets difficult{ exhaustion, discouragement. Une prays, one seeks more people for

ideas, one prods one's own imagination. . . But in the dark, one by one, stars come
L5D

throuah: an unexpected turn,#Add déird ddén/ a direction clears, and doors onen,

A public official with vision and conscience influences a major decision. The vote carries.



Milestone!
"Nine miles of the Pismo/Nipomo Dunes are now under State jurisdiction.
Nine miles yet to go. The long vigil lengthens. Un our banner there is one word.
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With others who are counting their milestones year by year.may we share our word:
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-Kathy and Gaylord Jones



