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DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF CALIFORNIA NATIVE FLORA

Box 381
Carmel Valley
GA 9392^
Fel. 19, 1985

Dear Kathleen:

In hurried response to your tfard of Feb. 17, alas, I have no idlea what words
I used. a year ago, "but the idea that I was trying to convey was that the
Coastal Act clearly gives priority to the protection of natural resources
over public access, recreatioa, and. visitor facilities. Here are a few

subs tantia ting ezcerpts from the Coastal Aot:

"See, 30001 (a) ...the California coastal xone is a d.istiact aiid. valuable
natural resource of vital and enduring interest to all the people and exists
as a delicately balanced ecosystem.

8('b) •••the protection, of the state1B a&tnral and scenic resources is a
paraaoiurfc concern to present and fu-bure residen-fce of th® state and. nation,

N(c) •••to promots the pu.'blic safety, health, and welfare, and to pro-

tect public and. private property, wild.life, marine fisheries,, and other
ocean rosources, and the natural enTiromnent, it ia aecassary •bo protect
the ecological Tsalance of the coaBtal x on® and. preTent its deterioration

aad destruction.

"See. 30001»5; The Legislature further finds and. declaras that the Taasic
^oals of_tha state for the coastal xone are to:

"(a) Protect, maintain, and. where feasible, enhance and restore the

overall qnality of the coastal zone enviroiLment..,
n(c) Maximize public access to and along the coast and aaximize pu'blic

recreational opportunities in the coastal zone coasisteat with sound
resofarc® conserration principles and. cons-fcitutionally protectad rights of

private property owners,••

"See, 30240: (a) Sn-vironmQa.tally sensitiTe haMtat arsae shall "be pro-

tected against any significant disruptioa ofha'bitat Taluee, and. only uses
dependent on such resources shall be allowed, within such areas,

•('b) Development in areas adjacent to environmentally sensitive habitat
areas and parks and. recreation areas shall be sited and deeigned to preTsn-fc
impacts which would, sig&ifican-fcly degrade such areas, ami B hall 'be com-

patibls with the continuance of such ha M tat areas,
"See. 30107.5.* 'Snvironmentally sensitive area* meaaB aay area invhich

plant or animal life or their habitats are either rare or especially TalnaUe
"because of their special natiire or role in an ecosystem and v.'hich could 'be
easily disturbed, or degraded 'by human activitieB and devslopmsnts.N

Hope this helps !

//h£LULf
Mary An^ Matthews

ec Susan Harris


